




















































Aberdeen City Council
Education Department

To whom it may concern,

I am writing this letter to express my concerns in relation to the recent announcement by Aberdeen
City Council (ACC) that it intends to rezone the catchment area for Cults Academy in August 2016.

As an xxx resident of Maryculter we moved to the area primarily to ensure our xxx children would
attend Cults Academy. As a consequence we have arranged all the children’s afterschool activities
and to some degree our working lives to ‘fit in’ with living in the Maryculter/Cults vicinity. The recent
announcement by ACC was totally unexpected and we now find ourselves in the turmoil that re-
zoning Cults Academy would have on our xxx children and of course ourselves. We are completely
convinced that this major change to our routine would undoubtedly cause major disruption and
have a negative influence on our children’s welfare and ultimately our family's wellbeing, at a time
when our children are all responding well to their current environment and after school activities.

We are strongly opposed to the current proposal to rezone the Cults Academy School zone for the
following reasons:

 From the consultation evening at Cults Academy we attended we were informed by your
colleagues that the ‘main drivers’ for rezoning were due to some of the recent housing
developments (Blairs etc). If this is the case why did ACC not propose that these new
housing developments were to be excluded from the catchment area, instead of applying a
‘blanket’ exclusion to anyone living South of the river Dee – this would seem to be much
fairer for the people who have settled in to the community and contributed to it over may
years.

 We were informed by the head teacher at Cults Academy that the school already has a
significant amount of pupils from outside the current catchment area, so it would be grossly
unfair that children who currently qualify for Cults Academy be excluded if the proposed
rezoning, in its current form, goes ahead. I sincerely hope that the schools pupil forecast
data does not include children from outside the current zone, as that once again would be
unfair on those who currently qualify but would be excluded under the rezoning.

 The safety and wellbeing of our children is of paramount importance and although we don’t
know where their secondary education would be located - which is in itself stressful - we
reasonably assume it would be Mackie or Portlethen Academy . If this is indeed an accurate
assumption, even though there is no capacity at these two Academy's , our children would
be travelling on school buses for at least two hours a day, on roads that are considered
dangerous, due to the considerably high amount of accidents on these roads – the historical
accident data for the roads in question are available and speak for themselves.
In addition to the increased risk to the children’s safety the AWPR construction phase is
about to begin and will last for at least four years, which will undoubtedly compound the
school travelling time and risks, as there will be temporary restrictions, heavy construction
traffic and roads contaminated with soil and other debris from the various construction
sites. In short the timing of the proposed rezoning could not be worse from a ‘travelling’
perspective. As parents we are not convinced that robust risk assessment was carried out,
based on the issues/risks I previously highlighted, which would surely have taken cognisance
of the AWPR construction phase and the significantly longer travelling times for many of the
pupils. We strongly object to the stance by the council that this risk assessment will be



carried out after the consultation phase and in our opinion should have been carried out
prior to the proposal being put forward.

Anomalies in the proposal document;

 Lairhillock School parents were notified 9 days after the official consultation period for the
rezoning started, thus losing approximately a third of the time to formulate objections.

 The Proposal Document itself is confusing, both in regard to terminology and conflicting
dates. It also lacks key information such as the lack of any detail of a specified route that any
rezoned children would take as an alternative to Cults Academy. This in itself brings a lot of
uncertainty and anxiety to our children and to us as a family unit. Not knowing whether our
children will be educated with their peers, whether they are able to continue their
afterschool activities with minimal disruption and whether they have to travel daily on high
risk roads, especially during the time AWPR is being constructed, is causing us major
concern.

 The projected numbers of children due to attend Cults Academy seems overestimated. Are
these numbers reflecting the down turn in the rate of development or the actual and
forecasted impact the low oil price is having on the Oil and Gas Sector? In paragraph 8 of the
proposal document it states that the pupil roll is expected to rise above the stated capacity
of the school by 2016. Table 1 then shows this is actually expected to happen three years
later in 2019? So, if the projected Cults Academy school roll based on the current zone is
only expected to breach the capacity limit of the school in 2019/2020 why is there an urgent
need to rezone in August 2016?

 The actual amount of children from Lairhillock Primary School that currently qualify for Cults
Academy is small and not accurately displayed in Table 2 of the proposal. The rezoning is
affecting approximately 40 family's South of the river Dee with a total of approximately 80
children who currently attend Lairhillock Primary School from nursery to P7. How can
excluding this handful of children coming from our area, over a nine year period, have a
medium to long term effect on reducing capacity problems for Cults Academy?

 The meeting in Cults on the 10th March was not what I expected of a proper consultation
meeting. Councillors and officers from Aberdeen City Council did not wear name tags or any
other identification, so there was no way to know their names, their positions or whether
they were councillors or officers. No record of attendance was taken, so there is no way to
prove the number of concerned parents and other interested parties that were there to try
to get information and make their concerns known. No minutes of the meeting were taken,
so the only means of recording what occurred was through the feedback forms that had to
be submitted on the night.

The affect of the proposed rezoning and the lack of information of where our children will be
rezoned to, as well as the lack of assurances that peers should be educated together, will fracture
the peer group of our and all other concerned children within our small community tremendously.
This is, in our opinion unnecessary, especially due to the small numbers that would be coming from
this area in the first place. Is it worth implementing the rezoning in its current form?



We suggest the following 'alternatives' to the current proposal, which in our opinion are workable
and considerably fairer;

 Maintain the current zone for Cults Academy but exclude any new and as yet unoccupied
developments such a Blairs and any future housing developments from the current in-zone
area.

 Delay the rezoning by a number of years which would allow current Lairhillock children to
progress to Cults Academy as expected. This will provide an opportunity for ACC to
accurately assess how the changing rate of development will impact the projections, how
the new AWPR road works will alter the risks to travelling (and durations) and of course how
the down turn in the Oil and Gas Sector will affect the area.

 Maintain the current zone and explore possibilities to extend the school's roll by creating
more 'space' within the Academy? I.e. Is it possible to relocate the Police currently housed
within the Cults Academy to free up space for more classrooms? Instead of rezoning children
to another Academy (Mackie / Portlethen) which are both already on full capacity?

We sincerely hope you can appreciate our concerns and understand why our argument for our three
children to attend Cults Academy is justified, as a move to another Academy for which they will have
to travel much further, at higher risk, possibly without peers, would undoubtedly cause major
disruption to all our children’s wellbeing, at a time when they are responding positively to their
current environment and after school activities.

Yours sincerely















Cults Academy Rezoning Consultation

Education and Children’s Services

Aberdeen City Council

Business Hub 13

Second Floor North

Marischal College

Broad Street

Aberdeen

AB10 1AB

31 March 2015

Dear Sir/Madam

Public Consultation

Proposal: To rezone the Cults Academy school zone to exclude ground to the south of the River Dee
currently within the Cults Academy Zone, with effect from August 2016.

We are the parents of 4 children currently attending Lairhillock Primary School – 1 in P6, 1 in P4, 1 in
P3 and 1 in the Nursery Class. Our son is currently in P6 and would be among the August 2016
intake to S1 at Cults Academy, if it were not for this proposal.

WE ARE OPPOSED TO THE PROPOSAL

Our reasons are as follows and we also include comments which we feel should be taken into
consideration.

Our overall impression of the document and process is to say the least disappointing, the document
which is fundamentally flawed, undermining the process from the outset. It would appear that the
process has been rushed and ill thought and without a simultaneous proposal from Aberdeenshire
Council this confirms our thoughts that the rezoning to Cults has not been thoroughly thought through.

The lack of a specified alternative to Cults Academy in unacceptable especially as it is well
documented that Aberdeenshire Secondary Schools are also suffering with capacity problems and
there is no assurance that the peer group could be educated together. The potential options are
Mackie Academy and Portlethen Academy both of which are further away than Cults, the concern
here is that our children will have to leave home much earlier and spend a considerably longer time
on school transport, this as the development of the AWPR is in process, presenting additional risk
factors.

The timescale does not allow for the first stream of rezoned children to the P7-S1 transition process in
the normal manner. This uncertainty will put pupils and parents under undue stress that must be at
odds with the responsibility to educate pupils appropriately. Given the short timescale is has been



suggested that a delay would be necessary to allow Aberdeenshire Council to consult and make
adequate provision for the children.

The original proposal wrongly states that the capacity of the Academy would be exceeded in 2016,
when in fact the projected figures state that this doesn’t occur until 2019 – would it not make more
sense to wait until then?

We would propose the exclusion of the Blairs Development and any additional large developments,
either North or South of the river from the Cults Academy catchment as an alternative. Places at
Cults Academy could be ensured for all present children in the current in-zone locality but any future
developments would be zoned elsewhere. Developments such at Blairs are as yet unoccupied
therefore excluding these would cause no disruption. Alternatively all children currently attending
Lairhillock from Nursery to P7 should be allowed to transfer to Cults Academy, that way no child will
have their educational path disrupted.

I would also like to draw your attention to the fact that only a relatively small number of children
transfer to Cults from Lairhillock ie less than 10 per year.

Finally we moved to the area from Banchory believing that our children would attend Lairhillock
Prmary School and then Cults Academy which was a strong factor in our decision as our children’s
smooth path through the education process is very important to us. This proposal has caused us and
our children distress and undue anxiety.

We appreciate that schools reach capacity and rezoning is sometimes necessary however in this
case we feel that the current proposal should be withdrawn and our suggestion that future
developments be excluded investigated further. This would allow existing parents and children who
have rightly expected their children to transfer to Cults Academy to continue to do so.

We look forward to your consideration and we would only be too happy to discuss any of our points
further.

Yours sincerely



Lairhillock Parent Council
Lairhillock School

Netherley
Stonehaven

AB39 3QS

30 March 2015

Cults Academy Rezoning Consultation
Education and Children’s Services
Aberdeen City Council
Business Hub 13
Second Floor North
Marischal College
Broad Street
ABERDEEN
AB10 1 AB

Attention: Mr Couperwhite – Head of Policy, Performance and Resources

RE: STATUTORY CONSULTATION PROPOSAL – TO REZONE THE CULTS
ACADEMY SCHOOL ZONE TO EXCLUDE GROUND TO THE SOUTH OF
THE RIVER DEE CURRENTLY WITHIN THE CULTS ACADEMY ZONE, WITH
EFFECT FROM AUGUST 2016

Dear Mr Couperwhite

We refer to the above proposals to rezone the Cults Academy School Zone.

After careful investigation and consideration, attending the Public Consultation meeting at Cults
Academy and meeting with you at The Lairhillock Primary School, the Lairhillock Parent Council
would like to put forward the following objections and comments.

Disruption to Pupils
We appreciate that there is lack of concurrence with the Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire
consultations on rezoning taking place at different times. While obviously not part of Aberdeen
City’s remit, the lack of a specified alternative to Cults Academy for secondary education is very
unsettling for both pupils at the Lairhillock School and their parents. It is well documented that
Aberdeenshire Secondary Schools are also suffering with capacity problems and there is no
assurance that the peer group from Lairhillock will be educated together.

A further cause of uncertainty for the pupils is that the timescale for the City and Shire
consultations does not allow for the first stream of rezoned children to start the P7-S1 transition
process in the normal manner. This uncertainty has already put pupils and parents under undue
stress that is at odds with the responsibility to educate pupils appropriately. It would be far better
for pupils to know well in advance – and certainly before they enter their final year at Lairhillock –
which secondary school they will be moving on to.



In addition, there has been an expectation hitherto, based on the historic and established status
quo, that families moving into the current zone would have the opportunity to have their children
educated at Lairhillock initially before moving on to Cults. The current proposal to change this will
place families in an intolerable position, regarding travel arrangements, after school activities,
sports and clubs, in a potential scenario where siblings are split between two schools, which could
be far apart.

Community Division/ Impact on pupils’ peer group
Grave concerns were expressed by parents as to the affect the proposed changes would have on
pupils. It was felt that the rezoning would fracture the peer group within such a small community
and that this could be divisive and have a detrimental affect on the pupils concerned. It is argued
that parents and children have the expectation that peers should be educated together. It is also
essential to ensure the peer group in the locality is kept together as a whole.

Siblings
There appeared to be a lack of clarity with regard to the position of siblings of pupils already in
attendance at Cults Academy. The Guide to Children’s Services clearly states that the sibling link
will be maintained and we are seeking an assurance that this will continue to be the case. Without
maintaining this link, there is potentially enormous disruption to pupils and families. The position
of siblings must be secured.

Road Safety and the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route
The timescale of the rezoning process will take place while the Community is dealing with the
impact of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route on their area and the adverse effects this will
have on both children and adults, including the impact on their homes and travel arrangements.
There is also the matter of road safety. This centers around the currently unknown destination of
in-zone pupils until the Aberdeenshire consultation is concluded. Many parents were unhappy that
children who are currently zoned for Cults could be zoned for example to Mackie Academy, with
children potentially forced to travel a considerably greater distance on roads that are being
developed and on a road infrastructure that will be heavily under strain with extra traffic volumes
generated by the construction of the AWPR.

Consultation Process and documentation
Many of the parents who attended the consultation evening at Cults were expecting a more formal
evening. It was felt that a presentation to the attendees explaining the consultation process would
have been very helpful and we would suggest that this is taken into account when future
consultations are undertaken.
In order to comment on the projected pupil numbers in an informed manner, requests were made
for information on how the figures were calculated over the seven years. Unfortunately, no
response as to the make up of these figures has been received to date, and so no informed
comment can be made.
However, it was ascertained that the figure given of 1,141 for the capacity of Cults Academy is the
occupational capacity of 84% and it was explained that the design capacity was larger at 90%. It
would therefore appear that there would be some additional capacity available. How this impacts
on the projected figures cannot be ascertained at this time, but we would suggest that this
element should be brought into account.

Proposed Alternative Suggestions



Exclusion of Blairs Development and all new developments South of The River

We would propose the exclusion of the new Blairs development and any additional large
developments South of the river Dee from the Cults Academy catchment area as an alternative to
the rezoning proposals.

Places at Cults Academy would therefore be maintained for all present children in the current in-
zone locality but any future developments would be zoned elsewhere. A relatively small number of
children come to Cults Academy from the current in-zone location south of the river Dee.

The future developments e.g. Blairs, are as yet unoccupied. It would be a relatively simple exercise
to exclude the Blairs development envelope from the Cults zone. This would reduce estimated
capacity problems, as it would ensure a reduction in projected pupil figures. It would also ensure
there was no disruption to affected children or the community. In addition, the sibling link could
be maintained.

For the reasons given above, we do not think that sufficient justification has been given for such a
radical departure from the current zoning position and trust you will take our views into account in
determining your decision.

Yours faithfully

Parent Council Chair Parent Council Treasurer



Cults Academy Rezoning Consultation
Education and Children's Services
Aberdeen City Council
Business Hub 13
Second Floor North
Marischal College
Broad Street
ABERDEEN
AB10 1AB

Consultation on Proposal of Rezoning of Cults Academy 2015

Please find below a list of our objections regarding the above proposal for the
residents living south of the river Dee as well as some background information.

- Background information: We have lived in Maryculter for the last xx years. We have
a child currently in Cults academy and a child at Lairhillock primary school.

We are deeply concerned by the above proposal to rezone and wish to register a
number of objections. We consider ourselves to be stakeholders in this proposal,
having two children affected, our elder child currently attends Cults Academy and our
younger child is in Lairhillock primary. xxxx. Our main objections are as follows

1. Siblings - Our primary concern is that our child who is at Lairhillock primary
school can follow his elder sibling to Cults Academy to minimise disruptions with
family and sibling life. From a practical point of view, it would be extremely
challenging for us to have two children in two separate schools, especially as all
existing academies are so far apart xxx, we have no family support network and
xxxxx In our view, it is extremely important that the families with siblings already at
Cults academy remain in-zone.

2. Links with Aberdeen - We would also like to highlight the fact that during our
past xxx years staying in Maryculter, we have been more involved in Aberdeen than
Aberdeenshire, xxxxxx We feel that the proposed Rezoning fails to take into account
just how integrated our children are with Aberdeen City area. And therefore the
negative impact it would have on our child having to start all over in an unfamiliar
environment.

3. Children's welfare - xxxx children mainly flourish in a stable environment, and as
far as our child's’ sense of welfare and wellbeing is concerned, we are extremely
concerned of the impact of moving to a school where they know very few kids. The
proposal if successfully implemented will cause upheaval for our younger child. He
will have to face the challenge of integrating at a school where he knows few of his
classmates. And a sibling at a different school will do nothing to help him settle in.

4. Fairness - Our elder child is excelling at Cults. It is unfair that the younger sibling
cannot be offered the same opportunity, if sent to a school with poorer standards.



5. Main reason for moving to Maryculter - When we moved to Maryculter xx years
ago, it was solely because we wanted to be in a good catchment area for schools.
We feel it would be unfair that our second child loses out when we have been here
xx years for some family who might move into any new development in the near
future.

6. Forecast uncertainties - A number of large uncertainties surround the school
numbers forecasts. Given the current oil crisis, it is simply not possible now to know
what impact these will have on school numbers in Cults Academy. It is important to
highlight the low numbers of children known to be moving to Cults Academy. There
are just four in our child's class year.

7. Blairs housing development - Blairs, which may have been the main trigger for
the rezoning proposal, is an expensive development and residents will be in a higher
income bracket with the means to send their children to private schools. They are
significantly closer to more schools than we are. No houses have currently been sold
which is unsurprising in the current economic climate. Fairness suggests that
existing Maryculter householders should continue to be in the catchment for Cults

8. Winter weather - Being in the countryside means that severe winter weather will
have a higher risk of disrupting childrens’ travel to and from school. It would be a real
concern if one or both buses breakdown. Roads to Cults are usually well gritted but
the routes to Porthethen and Stonehaven run through parts less well gritted.

9. Impact on house value - Our community is facing some serious setbacks in
recent times which will put pressure on our long term family finances. The Western
route bypass which will run through our community, will discount the value of nearby
housing. The rezoning of Cults Academy can only serve to make our community a
less attractive place to live and discount the price of our home substantially.

10. Alternative schools at capacity - We understand that Banchory, Mackey and
Portlethen academies are at capacity. This leaves us in a very uncertain situation
which causes a lot of stress both for adults and parent of Lairhillock School.
Therefore the absence of a proper alternative school in this proposal undermines its
validity.

11. Poor communication - Poor communication between Aberdeen city and
Aberdeenshire councils is also a great source of concern. It has been suggested to
us that August 2016 Rezoning would not be feasible for Aberdeenshire council to
accommodate.

12. No communication from Aberdeen council - We are extremely concerned that
since the beginning of this process, we have had no contact from an Aberdeen
councillor who is directly involved with the proposal. On the two occasions we
emailed him and when we phoned him leaving our details with his secretary, but we
did not receive a reply.



So as you can see we have many valid reasons for not being in favour of a proposal
for a Rezoning, and in regard to Aberdeen council having to accommodate for future
housing in Cults, Countesswells and Blairs, then we suggest that any new
developments should be out of zone, and anyone already living in the catchment
South of the river Dee should remain in zone.

Conclusion. The welfare of our children and our whole family is paramount. We do
understand that just because you move to an area you will not be guaranteed a
place in that school in the future. After all, we all know that nothing is fair about life
and this is why we have elected council to try to bring some fairness in people's
lives. We strongly feel that to separate our two children will be totally unfair and
impractical and will have a detrimental impact on our lives. And for those reasons,
we can only object as we cannot see any possible alternative which would benefit us
in any way. As mentioned above we would highly recommend that a proposed
Rezoning would only affect any new development (such as Cults, Countesswells and
Blairs)

Yours faithfully

______________
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Wed 1 April 2015

Dear Sirs

I am writing to comment upon and formally object to the proposed rezoning of the catchment area for
Cults Academy to exclude those pupils in the Lairhillock Primary School zone.

It appears worrying that in a child-centred educational service this process has commenced with many
flaws and in a manner unsuited to a process which may herald a disrupted educational environment and
growth for not only the children of Lairhillock Primary School but for Cults Academy as well.

A sound schooling and educational environment must surely cater for children from different
educational and social backgrounds. Indeed this diversity can but foster a more rounded social and
educational environment for today’s children. The children’s educational and social environment
provided by the staff and pupils of Lairhillock Primary School is second to none. The school turns out
pupils who have been steered to their educational and social potentials. The children come from a
variety of backgrounds, with a variety of expectations and aspirations. The parents of the Lairhillock
children are highly motivated, interactive and proactive, and take both an interest and pride in their
children’s education and maturation. The teaching staff of Lairhillock Primary are motivated and excel in
their task. The real and potential input of Lairhillock pupils to Cults Academy must therefore be
considered in the equation.

The Lairhillock parents have pulled together to provide a comprehensive argument as to why the
children who reside within properties in the current catchment area for Lairhillock and Cults Academy
should remain so. Current and potential building projects (such as the Blair’s development) should not
be considered to be the same population as those who currently belong and contribute to the Lairhillock
community and schooling, and thus to Cults Academy. Construction sites and architects drawings do not
house children and parents who currently contribute to the Lairhillock Community. It would appear
eminently sensible not to disrupt the education and schooling of those who reside in the current
community, and then to consider the rezoning of current and potential building projects such as the
Blairs development as a separate matter entirely.

Please consider:

A child-centred educational system would not

• split up siblings, peers and friendships.
• instil uncertainty in those children it proclaims to benefit.

Contd Page 2
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• seek to endanger pupils by making them travel larger distances on busy, evolving road systems.
The B979 is a notoriously busy road, and the AWPR disruption will be ongoing for a number of
years; seeking to expose children to greater travelling distances in such an environment is not
child-centred.

• seek to promote the exclusion of a minority of children in such small numbers as the answer to
its problem.

• use potentially imprecise data and forecasting.
• unilaterally disadvantage pupils by having no future educational plan for the minority it would

seek to potentially exclude.

On the contrary, a child-centred educational system would look ahead. Current and future building
projects will have implications not only for Cults Academy but for other secondary schools. Why exclude
an extremely small ongoing population now, when there will be upheaval in years ahead both for
Aberdeen City and for Aberdeenshire Council, with other developments, including those at Blairs and at
Chapelton of Elsick?

In addition, holistically a child-centred educational system would seek to foster and nurture the
synergistic relationship between those that currently reside in the Lairhillock Catchment Area for Cults
Academy and Cults Academy itself.

I implore you to listen to the responses from both the Lairhillock Parent Council and individual parents
themselves and act in a child-centric way to allow the mutually beneficial relationship between
Lairhillock children and parents and Cults Academy to continue, and consider the arguments and
alternatives proposed.







2 April 2015

Cults Academy Rezoning Consultation
Education and Children’s Services
Aberdeen City Council
Business Hub 13
Second Floor North
Marischal College
Broad Street
ABERDEEN
AB10 1 AB

Dear Sirs

STATUTORY CONSULTATION PROPOSAL – TO REZONE THE CULTS
ACADEMY SCHOOL ZONE TO EXCLUDE GROUND TO THE SOUTH OF
THE RIVER DEE CURRENTLY WITHIN THE CULTS ACADEMY ZONE, WITH
EFFECT FROM AUGUST 2016

I would like to respond to the above proposals to rezone the Cults Academy School Zone by excluding the
land to the south of the River Dee.

Children at Lairhillock School

I do not wish to see the area south of the River Dee excluded. Historically, there have been links to Cults
Academy from the south, and I believe the cross-fertilisation between Shire and City is a positive thing for all
the children at Cults. As far as I am aware, the numbers of children coming from the proposed re-zoned area
is minimal, and certainly relatively small in relation to the whole Cults school roll.

Children already at Cults Academy

It would have been helpful if the position of siblings of pupils already in attendance at Cults Academy had
been clearly stated in the consultation document. While the Guidance states that the sibling link will be
maintained, parents have felt unable to rely on this during the consultation process. Those south of the river
have felt that the process has been divisive between City and Shire. A statement at the time would have
defused a lot of the worry parents have felt. I would wish to see the sibling link retained.

Timing of the Consultation

While I appreciate that it is not possible for the Aberdeen City consultation to be run concurrently with the
Aberdeenshire Council’s consultation, to me this has the effect of being a “one-legged” consultation. Parents
in the Shire are currently left without any clarity as regards where their children will go to Secondary school,
until well on into the autumn, which I do not believe is satisfactory. In addition, this means that the pupils
themselves are going into Primary 7 after the summer, without a clear picture of their Secondary destination.

I think it would have been better if, somehow, Aberdeenshire Council had been able to give parents in the area
south of the River Dee a clearer picture of what their position was, before the Aberdeen City consultation was
launched, as this would have answered a lot of the questions we have and may have helped give clarity to the
whole process, as well as giving some comfort in the meantime.

Consultation Process

In future, it would be very helpful to have the consultation document properly proof read and checked for



errors before being signed off. As the document still stands on the website, there are grammatical or
typographical errors on every page. This shows a lack of professionalism which undermines the whole
process – particularly as regards a document stressing the need for “delivering better outcomes.”

The document says on Page 3 that “the Committee agreed to instruct officers to advise Aberdeenshire Council
..that Blairs …will not be zoned for Cults Academy.” This was back on “& February 2013” – but this whole
issue is left hanging in the air, as there is no indication of what the response of Aberdeenshire Council was –
or will be. I feel this is unhelpful and gives no guidance to readers of the document as to the potential
outcomes or implications of the action, or the positions of either councils. It simply increases the uncertainty
of those proposed to be excluded in future.

Response to requests for information

I have received no reply to my emails requesting details on the breakdown of the figures for projected future
rolls, even though these were sent on 10 and 17 March. I note that one read receipt was dated 31 March,
which was in response to my email of 24 March, a week from the original sending of my email.

Had I received a response clarifying the make up of the projected figures, then I could have made some
comment on this. I am however unable to do so. I am left in the position of not knowing, for example,
whether any adjustment has been made to the pupil projection numbers as regards the recent substantial fall in
oil prices. It remains unclear how many pupils are calculated as coming from south of the river, and of that
number, how many would come from the new Blairs housing development.

Postponement of the Consultation

I feel that Aberdeen is at a time of great social and demographic upheaval. Due to the uncertain economic
situation, I believe it is too early to predict projected school pupil numbers with any certainty for the next 4 to
5 years. As a result, I think the consultation should be postponed for, say, 3 years, so that the true effect of the
oil price reduction can be measured with greater clarity. This will mean that, for example, the effect on jobs
and the construction of new houses can be seen.

Possible Alternative Proposal

If no postponement of the consultation is possible at this stage, I have the following suggestion to make.
Without having access to detailed data on the pupil number projections, it is difficult to make any suggestions.
However, if Aberdeen City were to exclude the Blairs Development from the Cults in-zone map, would this
make a reduction (or a sufficient reduction) in the future projections which would give the City some
flexibility, so that it could retain the links with the Lairhillock School, and yet remain within capacity? If this
were the case, and the numbers can be identified, then I suggest that this could be a possible way forward.

As a result:-
(1) Current in-zone parents with pupils at Lairhillock School could continue to be zoned for Cults and
(2) The sibling link could be retained.

Yours faithfully











Date: 23rd February 2015

To whom it may concern,
I am writing this letter in relation to the recent announcement by Aberdeen City

Council, informing us that Cults Academy will be re-zoning the catchment area in August 2016. As a xxx
year resident of Maryculter we moved to our current home primarily to ensure our xxx children went to
Cults Academy, so this recent announcement has significant consequences for us personally.

Our xxx child is presently xxxx at the Lairhillock School, and will be transferring to the academy at the
time the re-zoning becomes effective; this raises my first question – as we currently reside in the Cults
Academy catchment area, will my xxx still qualify for Cults Academy when he leaves the Lairhillock
primary school in summer 2016?

We also have xxx other children aged xxx of which also attend Lairhillock primary school, so we are very
concerned about the location and quality of their future secondary education. If their older sibling is at
Cults Academy, will they automatically qualify for the same school? If not would the fact that their older
xxx is attending Cults Academy positively influence their likelihood of attending the same school?

I have spoken with a number of concerned parents in the Maryculter area and we would like to formally
lodge our concerns regarding the manner in which the ‘blanket’ re-zoning is being proposed. We all feel
very strongly about the proposal for re-zoning and recommend that Aberdeen City Council consider an
amendment to the re-zoning process, which in our opinion would be considerably fairer than the
‘blanket’ re-zoning proposal. Our proposal is as follows; recognition that residents in the current
catchment area have spent a considerable amount of time, money and effort, to ensure their children
attend Cults Academy and that they have contributed considerably to the community over the years. As
such those families who reside within the current catchment area and have done so for more than three
years, and who currently have children that qualify for Cults Academy, should be given the choice
whether their children attend Cults Academy or the school the re-zoning process qualifies them for.

It should be noted that the amount of children that would qualify under our proposal would be small, so
it would have no medium to long term effects on the school targets for children attending Cults
Academy. Of course some of those parents will choose to send their children to other schools, resulting
in the number of children from Maryculter that will ultimately attend Cults Academy even smaller.

I sincerely hope you can appreciate our concerns and understand why our argument for, in our case, our
xxx children to attend Cults Academy is justified, as a move to Mackie Academy would undoubtedly
cause major disruption to all our children’s wellbeing, at a time when they are responding positively to
their current environment and after school activities.

Other factors we feel are worthy of consideration for our children to qualify for attending Cults
Academy;

• We live at the ‘outskirts’ of Maryculter, xxx which makes Cults Academy considerably closer
than any other secondary school in Aberdeen or Aberdeenshire.

• Xxx

• xxx



• Our children attend many after school activities in Cults xxx and they would unfortunately have
to give up these activities if they were to attend Mackie Academy.

• We could of course move xxx club but as they have attended the club for many years the
disruption that this would cause, xxx would be extremely upsetting and demotivating for them.

• As I mentioned previously we moved to Maryculter xxx (at considerable expense), so our
children could attend Cults Academy – I believe part of the justification for re-zoning Cults
Academy is due to the new housing scheme being built at Blairs, so for our children to suffer
the consequences of this decision, based on a housing scheme that we’ve had no involvement
in or been party to any of the decision making process thus far.

Yours respectively


























