
To Rezone Cults Academy Zone to
Exclude Ground to the South of the River Dee

Email Submissions

17/2/15 - Comment

To whom it may concern,

I've recently heard about the possibility of a re zoning for Cults Academy. My
daughter is at Cults and my son is at Lairhillock School. Would you be able to tell me
if this re zoning 2016, would affect my son? We live in Maryculter. If you are unable
to answer this question, do you know the person I need to speak to try to get some
answers. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Kind regards

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

21/2/15 – Comment

To whom this may concern:

We support the subject referenced proposal. Whilst it will be disappointing for those
excluded I think it is a necessary measure.

I have recently moved my young family to the nearby new Cults housing
development off Friarsfield Road. The Cults school catchment being a key factor in
our decision to move to this area. I recently heard alarming rumours that the Cults
schools catchment may be rezoned East of Kirk Brae. I have since clarified these are
mere rumours however clearly there are capacity issues which need to be addressed
by the council. Given the extremely close proximity of our house to Cults Academy,
less than 1 mile - 5 mins walk, I would find such a proposal extremely disappointing
and unfair.

I therefore fully support this proposal which enables those in closest proximity to the
school to remain in the catchment. Clearly those with a Cults address should be
favoured over those out with the area. Especially within 1 mile of the school. The
subject proposal therefore has my backing based on the above principle of fairness.

Yours sincerely,

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



22/2/15 – Comment

Thank you for your letter, dated 17 February 2015, informing us of the Cults
Academy Rezoning consultation.

I appreciate that this proposed rezoning will be complicated by the fact that it
concerns pupils from the shire currently attending a city school. However, the fact
that the shire council has not definitively stated which school these pupils will be
rezoned to is not going to help parents and other stakeholders make fully informed
comments on the proposal.

Is the city council aware of which school these children will be rezoned for?

In addition, several families affected by this proposal already have children at Cults,
but also have younger children not yet in secondary education. At present there is no
guarantee that any younger siblings will be given a place at Cults Academy, and
could end up at Portlethen or Mackie Academy. The distance between Cults and
either of these two schools would make organising after school activities very difficult
to organise, particularly if the activities finish at similar times at the respective
schools.

Finally, should this proposal be approved some families may choose to move back
into the Cults catchment area. However, for a small number of families this will not
be an option as their homes (and the value of these) are signicantly and negatively
affected by the AWPR, particularly in the Cleanhill Junction area.

I would appreciate it if these points are taken into consideration when deciding on
the future zoning for Cults Academy.

With regards,

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

23/2/15 – Council Reply

Many thanks for your e-mail which I have forwarded to the team collating the
responses on the Cults Academy rezoning proposals.

At this stage I cannot say how Aberdeenshire Council will respond to our proposal.
We have, as you would expect been keeping them informed of our proposal and I
am hopeful that they will be present at the public meeting scheduled for 12 March
2015.

I will ensure that your comments are noted and thank you for taking the time to
correspond with me on this important matter.

Yours sincerely
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



23/2/15 - Comment

Dear Sir/Madame,

In response to the Proposal document I wish to raise 3 comments.

1. Timing. Why has this proposal document only now been issued with a proposal
that it will come into effect in August 2016? The new development (by Muir Homes)
at Blairs has been under construction for several months and I would expect many of
the homes to be occupied this year. Question - where will the children from these
new homes (occupied before August 2016) go to secondary school? In clause 12 of
the proposal document, it uses the term 'current'. As these children are not 'current'
at this moment in time but will be 'current' before the change is implement it is
unclear what is proposed.

2. Reaction from Aberdeenshire Council. In clause 3 it states that in February 2013,
it was agreed by the Committee to instruct officers to advise Aberdeenshire Council
of the rezoning. As this was two years ago has this been done and have
Aberdeenshire Council agreed to the re-zoning? I am amazed this proposal
document has been issued without this already being agreed.

3. Other developments. Based upon the fact that this proposal may have already
missed the boat regarding many of the new homes in the new Blairs development,
why are Aberdeen City Council not also changing the boundary for the proposed
development at Countesswells at the same time? See attached map. Information
taken from the Local Development Plan.



From the above comments, it unfortunately appears this proposal is a reaction
instead of a plan. I hope that a more integrated approach will be adopted in future.

Regards,

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

10/3/15 – Council Reply

Many thanks for your e-mailed correspondence regarding the above consultation.

Should Councillors agree to implement the rezoning proposal, Aberdeenshire
Council would then be required to undertake their own formal consultation on which
secondary school the Lairhillock School pupils would attend. As this could not be
completed by the start of the 2015/16 academic session it is necessary for the
rezoning to come into effect at the start of the 2016/17 academic session in August
2016.

Prior to the Proposal Document being issued there has been considerable
discussion with colleagues from Aberdeenshire Council and we have an agreed
strategy in place on this matter. Until Aberdeenshire Council know the outcome of
the current consultation process they are unable to conduct any public consultation
on rezoning Lairhillock School.

The issue of creating a new primary/secondary zone for the proposed Countesswells
development will be considered in coming months. It was felt to be more beneficial
to treat the consultation on the creation of zones for the Countesswells development
in one future Proposal Document. The future consultation on Countesswells will
impact on the catchment areas of Cults School, Cults Academy, Airyhall School,
Hazlehead School and Hazlehead Academy.

I hope that you will find this information to be helpful.

Yours sincerely

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------



3/3/15 – Comment

I strongly oppose the rezoning for Cults Academy for the following reasons:

1) the vast majority of children would have to travel a far greater distance to go
to Mackie Academy; in some instances Cults Academy would be less than a mile
away and with the new proposal, these children would have to travel more than 12
miles

2) most parents who work, do so in Aberdeen City. Collecting their children from
school (for whatever reason) or taking them to any after school activity would pose
major time, travel and logistical problems

3) the Netherley Road is substandard, dangerous in winter and narrows to a single
road in places. Transporting children would be unsafe, especially with all the stops
that the school bus would need to make en route.

My suggestions are as follows:

1) keep Cults Academy as the school that Lairhillock pupils attend

2) expand Cults Academy - or rezone some of the more northern catchment area
into some of the other local city schools

I would be grateful if these points could be taking into consideration.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



3/3/15 - Comment

I strongly oppose the rezoning for Cults Academy for the following reasons:

1) the vast majority of children would have to travel a far greater distance to go
to Mackie Academy; in some instances Cults Academy would be less than a mile
away and with the new proposal, these children would have to travel more than 12
miles

2) most parents who work, do so in Aberdeen City. Collecting their children from
school (for whatever reason) or taking them to any after school activity would pose
major time, travel and logistical problems

3) the Netherley Road is substandard, dangerous in winter and narrows to a single
road in places. Transporting children would be unsafe, especially with all the stops
that the school bus would need to make en route.

My suggestions are as follows:

1) keep Cults Academy as the school that Lairhillock pupils attend

2) expand Cults Academy - or rezone some of the more northern catchment area
into some of the other local city schools

I would be grateful if these points could be taken into consideration.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6/3/15 – Comment

CULTS ACADEMY REZONING

I write in connection with the above proposal that is currently ongoing. I am an
interested party given that I will have children who would at present be due to attend
Cults Academy in the future.

I understand that under the proposed rezoning we would no longer be in the
catchment area for Cults. I cannot however see any information regarding which
school we would now be in the catchment area for.

I find it difficult to say anything other than that I am very much against the proposal.
But given that I do not know what the alternative is (ie I cannot see any information
regarding which school we would be in the catchment for if this gets the go ahead) I
do not see how at present I can possibly arrive at any other conclusion. I cannot say
I am in favour of any alternative when I do not know what that alternative would be.



I assume the most likely alternatives would be Portlethen or Banchory Academies.

The prospect of sending our children to Portlethen Academy seems a very daunting
prospect when we live quite some distance from that school and as the journey
would involve snaking through back roads and, worse, crossing the dual carriageway
every day in peak time traffic. It seems totally impractical in good weather before we
even contemplate how treacherous that may be in adverse weather over winter.

Banchory Academy would seem the more sensible choice given it is a much more
direct route. However this still adds on around 6 miles round trip travel each day.
And for, parents such as ourselves who both work in Aberdeen there are key
practical, difficulties to our children then being at school in Banchory. The fact that
we were in the catchment for Cults Academy was one of the key points in us
purchasing this property just a few months ago. If it is rezoned then the value of the
property would be seriously impacted.

It all seems a bit impractical when Cults Academy is certainly the closest school to
us. Whilst I appreciate the boundary needs drawn somewhere, setting in right on the
river seems rather arbitrary when there are households just across the water from
Cults, such as ourselves, that would then be zoned to a school some considerable
distance away.

I also would like some clarification on the primary school position. Currently I believe
we are zoned to Lairhillock. Would this still be the case or if, for example, we are
rezoned to Banchory Academy, would we then be rezoned to a different primary
school also?

I feel there are some real uncertainties here that make it impossible for parents in
our position to do anything other than say we are against this proposal.

I hope that the above views are taken into account.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

8/3/15 – Comment

I am the father of a child at Lairhillock Primary who will be affected by this proposal.

I would be grateful for the following information:

1. An analysis by primary school of the "Incremental Numbers by Year
Originating South of the River Dee" in the attached worksheet.

2. An analysis of incremental numbers originating south of the River Dee by year
as a consequence of new housing developments.

3. What secondary school catchment area is Aberdeenshire Council proposing
for the area south of the River Dee no longer within the catchment area
of Cults Academy?

Regards



2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
Current Catchment Area 1,070 1,076 1,114 1,173 1,213 1,278
Increment Year on Year 6 38 59 40 65

Proposed Catchment Area 1,056 1,049 1,073 1,121 1,145 1,199
Increment Year on Year (7) 24 48 24 54

Numbers of Pupils Originating South
of River Dee 14 27 41 52 68 79

Incremental Numbers by Year
Originating South of The River Dee 14 13 28 24 44 35

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

9/3/15 – Council Reply

I have forwarded your e-mail to the appropriate officer to provide a response to the
first two elements of your enquiry.

Aberdeenshire Council is a statutory consultee to our rezoning proposal and, having
spoken with a chief officer from their Education service, I understand that they are
preparing a response which will be submitted to their relevant committee for approval
prior to it being sent to Aberdeen City Council. At this stage, the Education and
Children’s Services Committee of Aberdeen City have made no decision on whether
to implement the rezoning proposal; this can only be done at the end of the
consultation process once the Councillors have had a chance to review the
responses we have received.

It would therefore be inappropriate for Aberdeenshire Council to determine which
secondary school they intend to send pupils from Lairhillock School to as they would
also need to conduct a formal consultation process with stakeholders before making
such a decision and any future consultation would only be necessary if Aberdeen
City Council decides to implement its rezoning proposal. For information, this is
scheduled to be determined at the Education and Children’s Services Committee
meeting of 2 June 2015.

I understand this response is rather technical in nature but I hope the information is
helpful in responding to the third part of your e-mail. You will receive a response to
points 1 and 2 in due course and if there is any further information that I can provide
please do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours sincerely



-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

9/3/15 – Comment

Dear Sir/Madam,
I must strongly object to the rezoning of Cults Academy catchment area. Aberdeen
Council have proposed changing the Cults Secondary School catchment area to
north of the River Dee.

This will exclude all the children in Maryculter who are closer to Cults Academy than
some of the children in the actual revised catchment area.

Our children will have to travel to Mackie Academy in Stonehaven which is over 3
times the distance.

Can you confirm that the Council were aware that the new development at Oldfold
Farm would impact on available secondary school places.

Also what steps were supposed to mitigate this and how the local community was
made aware of the likely impact to school places.

I believe the Milltimber Community Council were led to believe by the council that
there would no impact on school places which is clearly untrue.
It smacks of planning in bites to prevent too much opposition to developments the
Council favour while penalising children to enable developers to build houses that
are not actually required.

I don’t see why our children should suffer to enable developers to make profits.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

10/3/15 – Comment

The house we live in was built in about 1972, it is not a new build or part of a new
housing estate.

Our family is utterly opposed to the moving of the Cults Secondary School catchment
area to north of the river Dee.

The proposed moving of the catchment area boundary for the Cults Secondary
School will impose undue hardship on our children.

The proposed school to be allocated will be three times further from our home than
Cults, a difference of 6.7 miles.



In terms of travelling that would equate to about a 2 hour per day round trip on public
transport which we believe is excessive.

The actual distance to Cults school for our children is less than many other pupils
attending that school.

The projected increase in school pupils attending Cults is entirely due to new
housing developments on Deeside that have been approved by the council without
any regard to the community in that area. It beggars belief that our children should
shoulder the burden due to large property companies constructing new estates,
without mitigating the increased burden on local Secondary Schools. These
developments should never have been approved without any contingency from the
developers to increase the available secondary school places.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

10/3/15 – Comment

Unfortunately I cannot be at the public consultation tonight, nor can the Chair of the
Lairhillock Parent Council, as we have long standing school business to attend.
I have 2 children currently at Lairhillock School and have a query on the Consultation
Document.

It states on the first page that in February 2013 the Council agreed to instruct officers
of Aberdeenshire Council that the new Blairs development of 280 plus 44 houses
would not be zoned to Cults Academy.

It is not clear from the consultation document what the outcome of this instruction
was, and I should be grateful if you could confirm if Blairs is zoned for Cults or not. If
no response was made to the City by the Shire, do you know of the reason for the 2
year delay and has any decision been made? If an answer is pending, what is the
likely answer you may be expecting?

What figures have been included in the projections in the consultation for secondary
pupils going to Cults from Blairs?

I look forward to hearing from you.
Kind regards
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
.



12/3/15 - Comment

Subject: Fwd: RE: Housing/Pupil Projection figures for Cults

Please could you advise on the status of this?

Many thanks.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

13/3/15 – Council Reply

Many thanks for your e-mail following the public consultation discussions which took
place on 10 March.

I note your comments on the format of the meeting, however this is an approach that
I have used for many years both within Aberdeen City and other local authorities. It is
my belief that it allows a far more interactive and personal discussion with those
stakeholders who attend the meeting rather than a generic response to a point made
by one individual in a more formal setting. It also allows staff from the Council to hear
detailed comments in a closer setting, thereby giving them a greater understanding
of issues and concerns which they are then able to reflect upon.

The officer responsible for operating the roll projection system, which is the same as
that used in Aberdeenshire and Moray Councils, has provided the attached table
detailing the projected house build rates in the north and south side of the River Dee.
Although we keep data on the number of houses being planned for construction in
Aberdeen we do not allocate any of those outwith the Cults Academy zone to Cults
Academy. The roll projection system takes account of placing requests which are
likely to be made by reviewing data over a period of years and allocating places to
schools. In the case of Cults Academy, the system calculates there to be 110% of
pupils from the catchment schools transferring to Cults Academy. For example, if
there are 100 children in P7 transferring to Cults Academy the system will project an
additional 10 pupils.

I hope that you will find this information to be of assistance and thank you for
contacting me.

Yours sincerely

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

North

Housing 19 16 30 42 81 212 239 226 226 222 195 190
Pupil
Estimate 0 0 0 0 3 10 18 26 34 42 49 56

South

Housing 4 0 0 26 30 30 30 30 30 30 35 35
Pupil
Estimate 0 0 0 0 6 11 16 20 22 24 24 25



-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

13/3/15 - Comment

Dear Sirs

Being a Cults resident, my children attend / will attend Cults Primary, with the view
that they will both move onto Cults Academy. Given the increase in housing
developments in the Cults, Bieldside and Milltimber areas, Cults Academy risks
being oversubscribed, if it is not already. It is incredible that there is only one
secondary school to cover these and the outlying areas in the first place. Therefore,
the proposed re-zoning of Cults Academy is very much supported.

Kind regards
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
17/3/15 - Comment

Thank you in advance for offering to meet with the Lairhillock parents tomorrow. The
re-zoning is a matter of grave concern at the school.

I think I have got an answer to my question about Blairs, which is still zoned for
Cults. However, it would be most helpful if you could provide us with figures
tomorrow which I suspect form part of the tables in the consultation document and it
would be good to be clear how the figures are arrived at, so that the Parent Council
may make an informed response to the consultation.

The table I suspect is an amalgam of the following groups of children:-

1. The number from in zone in existing housing north of the river, plus 2. those
coming from in zone in new housing north of the river, and as regards south of the
river Dee, it will include 3. the number from in zone in existing housing south of the
river plus 4. the projected figure for those in zone in new housing south of the river
and finally those from out of zone. Would it be possible to provide these figures?

Also it would be very helpful to have some clarity as to whether there is any
cognisance of the current economic situation in Aberdeen – I note Sir Ian Wood is
predicting a doomsday scenario of 80,000 to 100,000 job losses in the (oil) pipeline,
which is rather alarming, depending on what the Chancellor says this afternoon.

While I would assure you that I do not expect the meeting to end up in a statistical
analysis of the tables, we would be seeking some comfort in the clarification of the
tables.



I look forward to meeting you. For information, the school is about 3 miles south on
the B979 Netherley road from the B9077 junction with the B979 Netherley Road, and
you turn left as signposted just after Alba Power, opposite the Lairhillock Inn.
Kind regards
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
24/3/15 - Comment

Firstly, thank you and your colleague for coming to the Lairhillock School Parent
Council meeting last week, to have a chance to explain the consultation process to
the parents. I am sure that the parents found the meeting most helpful.

I am concerned not to have received the details relating to the four groups of children
mentioned in my email below of 17 March, which will help to clarify the tables in the
consultation document. Can you or one of your staff please telephone me as a
matter of urgency tomorrow with the details? The reason for the hurry is that we as
the Lairhillock Parent Council need to submit our response tomorrow to the
Kincardine and Mearns Area Committee, as they will finalise their response on
Thursday. Without the breakdown of the figures, it is difficult to submit a meaningful
response to the consultation.
Thank you in advance for your help.
Regards
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

.



19/3/15 - Comment

I am afraid that I am still no further forward with interpreting these numbers. I don't
understand them, and I don't believe that they are, in any case, what I originally requested.

In an attempt to clarify what we need, I've inserted a blank table into Sheet 2 on the
spreadsheet that was sent to me last week (please see attached). Please could you arrange
for the cells that are filled grey on sheet 2 of this spreadsheet to be populated as that ought
to resolve the matter.

As ever, I would appreciate it if this could be done quickly. As you know, last Thursday was
our anticipated date for receiving this information and time really is becoming quite short
now.

Many thanks

Breakdown of Cults Academy Roll Forecasts

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Total (from Table 1 in proposal paper)

Cults Academy (including the
area south of the River Dee) 1055 1052 1070 1076 1114 1173 1213 1278

Breakdown

From existing housing in zone
north of River Dee
From new housing in zone
north of River Dee

From existing housing in zone
south of River Dee
From new housing in zone
south of River Dee
From out of zone
Total (which should match the
totals in row 6) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------



25/3/15 – Comment

From Members Enquiries
xxx has written to me about the Cults Academy rezoning consultation.
In the attached, he gives some concerns and some suggestions.
So that I can respond, could you please let me have your comments.
Thank you.

To whom it may concern

I am writing to state my objections to the proposal by Aberdeen City Council to
rezone the Cults Academy catchment area to exclude ground to the south of the
River Dee that is currently within the Cults Academy zone.

My objections are as follows:

• There appears to be a worrying lack of communication between Aberdeen City
and Aberdeenshire Councils. The two councils initially worked together regarding the
rezoning of the new estate being built at Blairs, and Euan Couperwhite promised to
send a draft of the rezoning proposal to Aberdeenshire Council before its publication.
However, according to Rachel Goldring of Aberdeenshire Council (Assets Project
Leader), Aberdeenshire Council were only given two days’ notification of publication
of the final proposal document from Aberdeen City Council. It seems that Aberdeen
City Council are forgetting the true purpose of the consultation process. Given the
physical proximity and historical links of the two councils, it is disappointing that
greater effort was not made to work more closely with Aberdeenshire Council to find
a solution.
• There was a delay in notification of Lairhillock primary parents, which did not
occur until nine days after the consultation period had started. There were flaws in
the document itself which made it appear hurried and unprofessional, which leads
one to question the merit and substance of the proposal itself.
• The timing of the consultation is badly planned, as the rezoning process would
take place at the same time that the Lairhillock school community will also be
adversely affected by the construction of the AWPR and its attendant disruption of
area roads and travel arrangements. Also, the current downturn in the Oil and Gas
sector, which will affect movement into and out of the area, has not been taken into
account.
• The public meeting at Cults Academy on 10 March could only be described as
shambolic. The councillors and officers from Aberdeen City Council did not wear
name tags or any other identification, so there was no way to know their names, their
positions or whether they were councillors or officers. No record of attendance was
taken, so there is no way to prove the number of concerned parents and other
interested parties that were there to try to get information and make their concerns
known. No minutes of the meeting were taken, so the only means of recording what



occurred was through the feedback forms that had to be submitted on the night. I
wanted to take a form home so I could consider my response, but instead we were
made to hurriedly write down our concerns and hand them to one of the officers.
• The timescale proposed by Aberdeen City Council is inappropriate and
unrealistic. Aberdeenshire Council will be unable to submit its response until
Christmas of this year, which does not allow for current P7 children to transition to
secondary school in the normal manner, as a school has not yet been specified that
could take them. This is in direct conflict with the responsibility to educate pupils
appropriately.
• There is a lack of clarity from Aberdeen City Council councillors and officers
regarding the position of siblings of pupils already attending Cults Academy. At the
meeting on 10 March, we were told that siblings of such pupils would be allowed to
attend Cults Academy ‘if there is capacity’. This ambiguity is unacceptable and there
is no point in making this claim if such a caveat is attached.
• There is no specified alternative school for the affected children to attend.
There is no capacity at the other area schools and Aberdeenshire Council would be
unable to place the children affected by the rezoning exercise. The closest
alternative school is Mackie Academy in Stonehaven, which, apart from having no
capacity, would require the children to travel over roads that will be under great
strain due to the AWPR project and that would therefore pose a risk to the children’s
safety. Mackie Academy is also a substantially greater distance from the affected
children’s homes than Cults Academy.
• The projected numbers of children that would attend Cults Academy from
Lairhillock Primary appear to be overestimated in the rezoning proposal and do not
reflect the downturn in the rate of development or the current problems within the Oil
and Gas sector, which will have a huge effect on Aberdeen city and shire. The
projected numbers from Aberdeen City Council also far exceed the numbers
projected by the Lairhillock head teacher.
• Many families affected by the proposed rezoning moved to the area
specifically due to its being in the Cults Academy catchment area. The extremely
short timescale for implementation of the rezoning allows no time for these families
to react, and it is also believed that the rezoning will have an adverse effect on
house values.
• Peer groups may be split and the community divided. Many of the children
attend after school activities in the Cults/Peterculter/Milltimber areas and their ability
to attend these activities would be adversely affected by the longer travel times
involved should they be required to attend school in Portlethen or Stonehaven.
• This rezoning exercise will not solve the capacity problem, as schools are full
almost everywhere.

Suggestions
• The new development at Blairs appears to be one of the main motivators
behind the rezoning exercise. Exclude that development and any further new
developments from the Cults Academy catchment area.



• Relocate the police station currently housed at Cults Academy to free up
space for more classrooms.
• At the meeting on 10 March, the Director of Education at Aberdeen City
Council told a Lairhillock parent that a number spaces are allocated for out-of-zone
children at Cults Academy. If this is true, these spaces could be allocated to children
from Lairhillock Primary.
• Delay the consultation until the downturn currently being experienced in the
Oil and Gas sector stabilises so that a clearer view of its effect on school rolls can be
seen. This would also give families time to consider their reaction should the
proposal go ahead. (Many families moved to this area specifically because it is in the
Cults Academy catchment area.)
Sincerely

-----------------------------------------------------------------------
28/3/15 – Comment

Dear sir/madam,
I am a parent of a primary 2 child at Lairhillock primary school, with my younger child
going into primary 1 later this year. I write to explain the reasons for my opposition to
the proposed rezoning of Cults Academy as it stands. While I fully appreciate the
need to try to maintain all schools within their operating capacity, there are a number
of reasons why I believe the ‘Maryculter’ half of Lairhillock primary school should
continue to be zoned to Cults Academy for secondary education:-
1) The number of children affected is relatively small, approximately 2-8 pupils
per year, and their exclusion from Cults will have a negligible impact on the projected
over-capacity problems foreseen for that school.

2) With the downturn in the oil market, it may prove to be that the steady increase
projected for Cults Academy is not realised. Already the school roll for the
International School is seen to be falling.

3) There is no provision for these children to be schooled elsewhere at present,
and while I understand that this problem is not seen by Aberdeen City Council as
their’s to address (these children living in Aberdeenshire), it is disappointing and
unsettling that a unilateral decision to exclude our children from Cults Academy
could be taken without a clear plan for alternative schooling, not least because the
three potential schools in Aberdeenshire (Portlethen, Mackie and Banchory) are all
significantly over-capacity already or are predicted to be in the near future (following
the Elsick developments etc).

4) The children affected are real children who are expecting to go to Cults
Academy. The parents of these children have often relocated specifically looking at
catchment areas for their children (who doesn’t want to try to do the best by their
children?) and Cults Academy carries with it a good academic reputation. Most of



this problem arises from the projections of ‘potential children’ resulting in over-
capacity as a result of new housing developments such as the Muir Homes site at
Blairs. One option would be to exclude such ‘virtual children’ from new developments
from the catchment area, whilst maintaining the existing Maryculter catchment area.

5) The ‘direction of travel’ for most of the families involved is towards Aberdeen.
Re-routing activities towards Stonehaven would have a major impact on the families
involved. This would have a negative impact on children being able to take part in
after-school activities, as transport outwith normal school hours would not be
provided.

6) Cults Academy is the closest school for these children. Alternative secondary
schooling would involve increased travel times on fairly dangerous roads (not least
due to the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route development).

7) Maryculter is a community that is already feeling ravaged by the Aberdeen
Western Peripheral Route process – this additional rezoning debate is adding further
stress to an already browbeaten part of North-East society.

I would be grateful if these comments could be considered during the decision-
making process.
Yours sincerely

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
29/3/15 – Comment

The first issue is the very short time span between the start of the Statutory
Consultation Period and the planned implementation of the proposal of less than 1 ½
years. Concerned parents plan for their children’s future many years in advance and
the choice of Primary School and its associated Secondary School catchment area
are of prime importance in deciding where to buy a house and become part of the
community. The potential for over capacity at Cults should have been apparent
many years ago and certainly should have been a consideration in the award of
planning permissions for new builds. Parents should have been notified years in
advance so that they could make reasoned and timely choices about where their
children were likely to be educated.
2. Based on the figures provided the proposed rezoning will only be a stop gap
measure and further adjustments to the catchment area will have to be made in the
future. It is not fair to parents north and south of the River Dee to have short term
and irregular boundary adjustments. There should be a developed strategy set out
years in advance to either alert parents to potential contractions of the Cults
Academy catchment area or to provide sufficient facilities to meet demand.
3. Aberdeenshire Council has capacity problems in Portlethen and Mackie
Academies. There should be an analysis of the capacity of schools adjacent to the



catchment area of Cults Academy to see if there is a solution in that area. This has
not been addressed in the Proposal Document and needs to be in order to have an
informed debate.
4. The figures presented in the Proposal Document seem to include an
assumption of a large number of pupils originating from the Blairs development (8
out of the 14 projected in 2016). There are only a few families zoned from
Maryculter for Cults Academy the rest are zoned to elsewhere. Instead of penalising
people who have lived in this community for years it would seem to us to make
sense to exclude the Blairs development from the Cults Academy catchment area.
Purchasers of houses in this development would then be able to make informed
judgements on the merits of the educational facilities before they made any
commitments.
5. In our case all the three children from our neighbour have or will be going to
Cults Academy. Our child is friends with all three and is especially close to the child
in his class. He would be heartbroken not to be able to continue the friendships built
up over his entire life because of this rezoning.
6. We find it unbelievable that an education authority can just announce that the
catchment area is being redrawn with no plan in place for the further education of the
children for whom they are responsible. You are in fact saying, however you dress it
up, that those children affected by our proposal are none of our business and
someone else will have to sort the problem out.
7. Cults Academy is the nearest secondary school to where our son lives. Any
alternative, whatever that may be, will involve him in additional travel and additional
travel on roads that will be heavily disrupted by the construction of the AWPR. If
Mackie is the option (we believe it already has 60 porta cabins as classrooms) it
would take about 1 ½ hours for our child’s journey to school, so 3 hours a day on a
bus for a 12 year old on disrupted roads and in winter months!
8. An information request was made on 8th March and is outstanding as of 29th
March the date of this submission. The consultation process cannot be deemed to
be complete when information has not been provided.
9. No data has been provided that takes into account the effect that the drop in
the oil price may have on the housing market in Aberdeen and the consequent
numbers of pupils attending Cults Academy. Already as of 2nd February a report by
a reputable accountancy firm stated that “Aberdeen has seen a 42% increase in new
mortgages categorised as risky by the Bank of England since 2010 – meaning that
the recent oil price crash could trigger an increase in home repossessions”. Also a
recent Scottish Parliament ¬report suggested the current crisis could see 15,000
jobs axed of the 200,000 posts based north of the Border. Aberdeen City Council
should produce an alternative set of figures to show pupil numbers if the oil price
crisis continues into 2017 and beyond as currently predicted.
10. We believe that the data provided in the Proposal Document does not provide
sufficient detail to make informed decisions, does not take into account the
alternative scenario of an economic downturn as a result of the slump in oil price and
does not include the examination of the capacities of the secondary schools adjacent



to the Cults Academy catchment area. Until this information is provided we strongly
believe that the consultation process is fundamentally flawed.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

29/3/15 – Comment

Dear Sir/Madam,
I am a parent of a child in Lairhillock Primary School who is currently zoned to attend
Cults Academy for secondary school. I would like to oppose the proposed rezoning
excluding all children South of the river for the following reasons:

1. Maryculter is a small close knit rural community. The children have formed
close friendships with other children throughout the school, not just in their year
group. Many of their out of school activities, and after school time clubs within the
school are done together.

2. Maryculter is currently dealing with the stressors of the Aberdeen bypass
which is having a huge impact on many families, to add rezoning to this appears to
be a further unfair burden.

3. Cults is the nearest secondary school to Maryculter. If our children are zoned
elsewhere they would be forced to travel to school further and along dangerous
roads which will also be disrupted by work being done for the bypass.

4. Most working parents do so in the City and can pass Cults Academy en route
to/ from work. This would mean that the children can actively participate in school
activities that happen out of school hours. As the Shire schools are geographically
much further away from work and school transport is only provided for normal school
hours many of the children in Maryculter would be prevented from any extra
curricular clubs/ societies. This would be detrimental to their learning/skills and
social development.

5. Maryculter is a small community and the small numbers of children that would
attend Cults Academy each year is small and would have little impact on school
occupancy.

6. The projected occupancy is an estimate and I feel likely to be an over estimate
given the current crisis with Aberdeen’s oil industry. There have been and are
continuing to be large numbers of redundancies at every level. This has already had
a significant impact on the numbers in the International School.

7. SOLUTIONS



As most of the projected increase in occupancy is from new housing developments
such as the one in Blairs I would propose that the New Blairs development and any
further new developments be zoned elsewhere and keep the status quo with
Maryculter children at Lairhillock Primary. This would reduce the projected
occupancy of Cults significantly as there is only a handful of children from Maryculter
entering Cults each year.

Cults accepts children “out of zone”. If numbers are to be reduced this would be
another area to look at.

Westhill is working below capacity and it maybe possible to rezone some some of
the NorthWest catchment to Westhill.

Yours Sincerely
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

29/3/15 – Comment

Dear Sirs,

I write to you to post our objection to the proposed rezoning of pupils residing south
of the River Dee, currently within the catchment area for attendance of Cults
Academy, and proposed to be reassigned to Mackie Academy in Stonehaven.

Our primary objections are based upon geographical logic, and the subsequent
substantial road safety risks and hazards. Cults Academy is 4.1 miles from Kirkton of
Maryculter by road, whereas Mackie Academy is 9.7 miles. The route from our area
to Cults is all 30 MPH limits, with one 30 meter crossing of a two lane road (B9077)
of national speed limit. In stark contrast, the route to Mackie Academy travels for
approximately 80% of the journey on roads of national speed limit, which are all
commonly used high volume commuter tracks, needless to say with the peak of
traffic volume being at school run periods.

Added to the annual weather interruptions to roads and schooling, we as a city and
neighborhood have endured far too many fatal accidents, life limiting injuries and
road closures due to incidents on the routes from South Deeside to Stonehaven,
some of them closely personal to residents here. We do not wish our children to be
exposed to these unnecessary risks and we will object until this known danger to our
children is stopped.

According to your own published figures, Cults Academy and Mackie Academy will
both be overpopulated by 2020, moving one population problem from one school to
another will not resolve either of these capacity issues. Both facilities will obviously



require extending or adaptation to cope. Rezoning is not even a temporary solution
within a child's school attendance term (7 years).

It is our view that supporting the needs of new areas, such as the mass development
at Blairs, South Deeside and other new developments within this locality is the issue,
and that these permissions were quite obviously not planned sufficiently. There is
little or no consideration for infrastructure addition or adaptation in any of these new
developments. The Council must consider the effects of these permissions prior to
agreeing to them, something that has been amiss for far too long in Aberdeen and
Aberdeenshire. Building and expanding takes more than financially beneficial plans
made by building contractors, it takes proper, careful and considerate planning of our
current and future habitats AND the infrastructure to support them.

We shall not be allowing our children to be exposed to known high risk dangers due
to the lack of proper planning by Aberdeen City Council. You cannot guarantee their
safety, indeed you would be reducing it knowingly, but we as parents and residents
can better safeguard it.

Educational matters aside, the safety of children is your primary obligation and
should be your primary concern in this proposal.

Regards
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

30/3/15 - Comment

To whom it may concern,

I am writing to make an official objection to the proposed Cults Academy rezoning.
My son attends Lairhillock Primary and will be going into P7 after summer. Xxx we
specifically chose Lairhillock because he would be eligible for Cults Academy. Now
this rezoning proposal has come to light this is causing disruption and upset, mainly
because he is very happy at Lairhillock and has made a good group of friends. Now
that there is a chance he may be split up from them his last year in Primary school
will be very disruptive. There is huge uncertainty as to where all the children will go
as Aberdeenshire schools are already over subscribed.

The argument that this rezoning is due to the Blairs development is not acceptable.
With the price of oil dropping and all the redundancies in Aberdeen there is no
guarantee the whole development will be built and also if all the houses will actually
sell. The idea put forward to exclude this development and also any new
development in the future would make much more sense than causing all this
disruption and upset to the children.



I trust you will take everything into consideration and make the correct decision.

Regards
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

30/3/15 – Comment

Sirs

I refer to the ongoing consultation in respect to the proposed re-zoning of Cults
Academy and more particularly the proposal to remove Kirkton of Maryculter from
the current catchment area.

Both my children currently attend Cults, as do the other children in the village. The
proposal to change this will irrevocably damage the community spirit of the area as
for years the older children in the village will look after the younger ones which
assists with the transition from primary to secondary school.

The distance to Cults is significantly shorter than that to Mackie or Portlethen. This
will consequently entail the young people commuting significant distances and entail
an early start and late finish, which at this stage of life appears unfair. In addition the
young people are required to study increasingly long hours which would be made
more challenging if significant travelling time requires to be accommodated.

The children in the village also generally create friendships with those who live either
locally, which is a small group, or those from Milltimber, Culter or Cults all of which
are within walking/cycling distance. There would be no such opportunity to create
friendships or social connections with parties in Stonehaven or Portlethen as the
physical distance would prevent this. The only alternative would be to drive
backwards and forwards which would hardly be in keeping with a green agenda.

In light of this I would request the Council recognises the potential damage to the
community and social opportunities caused by a re-zoning. In addition the additional
stress which would be placed on the young people in the area which would result
from the extended commute necessary in the event of re-zoning.

I trust my comments will be given full consideration.

Yours faithfully

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



31.3.15 – Comment

Dear Sir.

As a resident within the Lairhillock school catchment area I have many concerns
regarding the proposed rezoning of Cults Academy school zone to exclude ground to
the south of the River Dee,and would like to make a few suggestions:

Concerns
• Lack of communication between Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire
Councils. Given the physical proximity and historical links, the two councils should
work in a more cooperative manner so that situations such as the current one do not
arise, i.e. excluding pupils even though there is not an alternative for those pupils.
• Parents feel that they have no voice in this process due to the lack of
consultation between the two councils. As Aberdeen City Council have a legal
responsibility only to City residents, we feel that this proposal is being foisted on us
with no ability to respond in a way that would have some meaning to Aberdeen City
Council (i.e. votes).
• Lairhillock parents were not notified of the existence of the consultation until
nine days after it began.
• The public meeting on 10th March did not serve to reassure parents about
any of their concerns. No minutes or record of attendance were taken, and the
representatives from Aberdeen City Council wore no identification stating their
names and positions. There was a strongly adversarial atmosphere, created both by
parents who were angry about this proposal and the City representatives who were
quite defensive and unsympathetic.
• The process is causing disruption to current Lairhillock pupils because of
the uncertainty about where they will be attending secondary school.
• Peer groups may be split and the community divided. Many of the children
attend after school activities in the Cults/Peterculter/Milltimber areas and their ability
to attend these activities would be adversely affected by the longer travel times
involved should they be required to attend school in Portlethen or Stonehaven.
• Pupils with siblings already at Cults Academy are not guaranteed a place
there, which would lead to nightmare scenarios with children from the same family
attending schools in completely opposite directions and miles apart.
• The projected numbers in the proposal do not take into account the current
downturn in the Oil and Gas sector, which is expected to continue for some time and
which may well lead to a severe slow-down in housing development. This in turn will
have an effect on school rolls, particularly in the Cults area. The projected numbers
of children due to attend Cults Academy from Lairhillock Primary also seem to be
overestimated and do not match the numbers projected by the Lairhillock head
teacher.

I propose the following suggestions:



• Exclude the Blairs development and any further developments south of the
Dee, but retain all children in the current catchment area. This would alleviate
capacity concerns and reassure parents that siblings and peer groups would not be
separated.
• Look at ways of expanding the capacity of Cults Academy, possibly by
relocating the police station currently housed there and using that space for
classrooms.
• Delay the consultation until the downturn currently being experienced in the
Oil and Gas sector stabilises so that a clearer view of its effect on school rolls can be
seen. This would also give families time to consider their reaction should the
proposal go ahead. (Many families moved to this area specifically because it is in the
Cults Academy catchment area.)

Yours faithfully

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

31/3/15 – Comment

I understand there is a possibility of Cults Academy re-zoning their catchment area
so that it would exclude residents living South of the River Dee. Last week I visited
Marischal College, hoping to speak with someone, but as the relevant people were
on annual leave, I am now emailing you in order to submit my objection to this
proposal.

I do understand that issues such as catchment areas will occasionally need to be
reassessed, but I believe there is a request that any new housing developments, like
Blairs, be re-zoned but to leave old housing as part of Cults Academy, and therefore
honouring the school catchment we thought we would have for our children when we
purchased our properties.

Please let me know if I need to do anything further to make my objection more
official.

Thank you for your time,

Yours Sincerely,
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



31/3/15 – Comment

Dear Sir / Madam

I am concerned about the current proposal to remove the area south of the River
Dee from the Cults Academy catchment area.

I have 2 grandchildren who will be in attendance at Cults Academy in August 2015
and their younger siblings are currently at Lairhillock Primary School.

I am concerned that if they are forced to attend a different school their education and
choice from the “after school” curriculum will be compromised. This will have a huge
adverse impact on their overall education.

The time taken to transport children between Cults Academy and any of the
Aberdeenshire secondary schools can be up to one hour at “rush hour” (to collect
from after school activities) and I would be concerned about their safety, waiting for
their parents to drive between the two schools, since there is no public transport
directly home. The alternative would be for them not to participate in after-school
activities which clearly would be detrimental to their overall education.

My grandchildren are all currently participating in multiple sporting activities which
they chose with knowledge that they could continue these when they moved to Cults
Academy. Any move to an alternative Secondary would jeopardize this, because of
the aforementioned travel issues.

Finally, and perhaps as important as any of the points already raised, my
grandchildren are part of a close knit family and it makes no sense to me to send
them to different schools. I would be concerned about the emotional impact on them
and in reality, given there are a limited number of families in this situation, it is
essentially a “self-sorting” problem for you after a few years.
A solution I would encourage you to consider would simply be to guarantee in writing
that all siblings of children already at Cults Academy would be considered as being
“in-zone.”

Thank you for reading this letter and I look forward to your response to the points
above.

Yours sincerely

----------------------------------------------------------------------



1/4/15 – Comment

I am writing to oppose the proposed rezoning of Cults Academy.

I am concerned that if the proposed rezoning is approved there will be yet another
period of uncertainty as Aberdeenshire carries out its consultation just before making
its decision in December 2015. This greatly affects those children about to enter P7,
and would result in 2 school terms of worry for children and is certainly not an
educational benefit.

Depending on the outcome of the decision there may be parents who have children
at more than one secondary school. This will be creative a negative educational,
logistical and environmental effect as parents will struggle to manage transportation
and will also limit the extra curriculum choices for the children. There will be a
detrimental affect on their education and chances to better themselves.

I can understand the need to rezone to ease the pressure on Cults Academy so
perhaps the rezoning could be phased in and those people new or planning to move
to the area would be zoned for a Shire school and allow those parents to make a
well informed choice of where to live. Suggest from August 2016 for those moving
into the area as a reasonable date. This should allow enough time for the proper
educational infrastructure to be put in place to support new housing developments
and current residents in the North Kincardine Area.

Those children already at Lairhillock should be allowed to attend Cults, as they have
an expectation to do so and look forward to it too. It is a handful of children each
year and they not only have friends in their age group but due to the close knit nature
of the school community they have friends in the years above and below

Blairs and any new housing developments, south of the river, should not be included
in the Cults Academy zoning.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1/4/15 – Comment

Dear Sir/Madam,

Our family live in Maryculter, within the area proposed to be excluded from the
catchment for Cults Academy. xxx, and based our decision to move here partly on
the planned schooling for our children (the eldest already attends preschool at
Lairhillock School) so are strongly against this proposal.

We live 4 miles from Cults Academy, making it the closest of all the secondary
schools our children could go to at present. We do not wish our children to be
travelling long distances by car or bus on a daily basis if this can be avoided; the
local roads are not without risk, as a cursory check of the local newspaper would
confirm. Such a small number of children transfer from Lairhillock School to Cults
Academy and their exclusion from the catchment cannot, even with projected



figures, make such an impact that it can be justified moving them to a more distant
school.

In order to ensure the pupils remain with their peers (as per your proposal to "ensure
that pupils living in the Aberdeenshire Council area will attend a secondary school
with peers from their own Council area ") they would need to attend Mackie
Academy, where the remaining Lairhillock School graduates go on to presently, and
which is TEN MILES from our home. It (apparently) also may have capacity issues,
raising the possibility that Mackie also may not be a suitable alternative, leaving our
children without a smooth transition to secondary school either with their peers or
their immediate elders, which is certainly not in their best interests. Although we
realise a choice of alternative is not within your remit, the proposal would necessarily
impair the schooling of our children.

The new development at Blairs could be excluded from the Cults catchment (and
any further developments as yet unpopulated towards the edge of the catchment
zone) as there are no children already attending Lairhillock living there at present.
This would be a fair alternative to the current proposal, and would allow our small
community's children to progress from Lairhillock School to Cults Academy together,
with the support of older children in the immediate area.

We really hope you will reconsider this proposal, given the adverse implications for
the school children living in this area.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1/4/15 – Comment

To whom it may concern,

This letter is in regards to the intention of Aberdeen City Council to rezone the
catchment area for Cults Academy in August 2016. We are deeply concerned and
taken aback by the sudden announcement and the timescale in which it is planned.

xxx We live on the Blairs Estate and can see Cults Academy very clearly from our
house. It's right across the river. Our Son has obviously went through his years at
Lairhillock believing it would be Cults he would be headed to. While we understand
the reasons for rezoning catchment areas in times of over crowding as I said before
we are shocked at how quickly it is possibly being implemented.

We are strongly against the rezoning of the Lairhillock School Children.

It will cause major disruption to the pupils. There isn't an acceptable alternative. The
timescale is too short for our children to be catered for adequately. The children and
families in the Cults zone have contributed to the area and built their lives around
the current zone. It's is understandable to not allow the new developments within the
Cults zone. There are approximately only 80 children currently in the zone for Cults
coming from Lairhillock (nursery - primary 7). It is a relatively small number that
would be attending Cults over the next 9 years - we are doubtful to how much of an
impact rezoning them would have on Cults capacity issues long term.



There are several alternatives to the current proposal which we believe are
straightforward and fair

- delay the rezoning process to allow the current Lairhillock children to progress as
planned. Along with it being fair to the people that have settled in this area and
raised their families, it gives time to see what comes of the dip in the Oil and Gas
sector. Alongside the AWPR roadworks and the duration of all of that.

- consider the use of space that contributes to the Cults capacity issues. For
example, the police station. Could it be possible to relocate that to free up space as
the suggested academies for the rezoned children are currently both on full capacity.

- exclude any new developments for example the new Blairs development which are
still currently unoccupied and have yet to even be sold.

We really hope that you can see the possible effect the rezoning will have on our
family and many others. And take into considerations our reasons and suggestions.
Our children's well-being and future are paramount to us and to flip everything over
at this stage in their lives while they are both doing so well would cause a lot of
stress on their wellbeing.

Yours Sincerely,

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1/4/15 – Comment

Parent of 2 children currently at Lairhillock Primary School

I am opposed to the proposal to rezone the Cults Academy school zone – our
reasons for this are as follows:

Unacceptable travel time to school:
Our children already suffer from being picked up and driven along single track
bending winding roads, stopping outside farms/ steadings and turning round
because of dead ends, from experience I know how long my children have been on a
school bus just doing pickups in and around Maryculter/Nether Ashentilly – on
average 45 minutes! To add another possible 30 minutes (10 miles from Kirkton of
Maryculter to Stonehaven) onto this time in morning traffic with all the
lorries/commuters and not to mention the mayhem the AWPR is going to cause is
detrimental to our children’s’ education, surely there must be a law protecting our
children?

Road Safety:
I have huge concerns as to the length of time our children will be forced to travel on
an already dangerous road (B979) especially in bad weather conditions. It is a well-



known fact that we are well above sea level and can get far more severe snow; the
B979 road is treacherous for weeks at a time. Often the buses can’t get to us
because we are so remote, if our children were going to be attending school in Cults
either my husband or I could drop them at school on our way to our full time jobs
(Westhill & City Centre) if we have to divert to Stonehaven that will take us an hour
at the minimum to drive from Kirkton of Maryculter to Stonehaven and back to the
Kirkton and then on to Westhill or Town, xxx, especially if the winter is bad. If the
bus has to pick up a child from Netherley does it mean the bus will have to cross the
A90 to go southbound – a deadly Road, if you have ever tried to cross it in morning
rush hour you are taking your life into your own hands?

Community:
We are a small community and only 7 pupils from Lairhillock School are joining
Cults this year, it doesn’t sound much but our children have been in composite
classes for the duration of their primary education, huge emphasis is placed on a
community spirit and respect for each other, peer groups play a massive role in their
little lives, with only 100 pupils, every child knows each other by name, the P7’s
mentor (buddy up) with a P1 for their first year. They all play together in the
playground, the older kids look out for the younger ones, the little ones cry when the
P7’s leave the school; my children constantly go on about how they can’t wait to see
xxx again at Cults Academy. According to this proposal our P6’s won’t know for sure
until Dec 2015 what Academy they will be attending by the time the process
completes this is traumatic for them. To add insult to injury we don’t actually know
where we are going to go as most of the Aberdeenshire schools are already
overpopulated and they want a “status quo”, they like the current arrangement we
have because it works, and the development at Chapleton of Elsick will put them
under even more strain until that school is built. Again there is no assurance our
children will be educated with their peer group.

Logistics/Absent Parent:
We live in a rural area there are no bus stops, pavements, so we as parent make a
huge effort to ensure our children see each other, xxx non of which are located in
Stonehaven! As a working parent I have no idea how I can make this work if this
proposal goes through, I start work at 8am in Westhill and finish at 5.30pm, parents
night is usually around 6pm, there is no way I can get to Stonehaven by then. When
there is a school show, I will probably be the parent that is not there. Unfortunately,
when you take on a full time career role being “a mum” doesn’t really count for
anything, we are all treated as equals in the workplace, by proposing this rezoning
you are going to make things so difficult as I won’t physically be able to get to
gatherings in time!

The impact on our life:
We purchased a new home in xxx in the Kirkton of Maryculter, xxx, a support
network which is much needed when living in a rural area, xxx, we help each other



out, pick up each other kids, that help will end as I will not be able to ask them to
drive to Stonehaven which is completely out of the way. Our lives, work and school
have all been selected consciously so that they work in harmony so we can get the
work/home balance we have worked so hard to achieve, we live our life in
Maryculter, Bieldside, Cults, Peterculter and the city center. I never go to
Stonehaven or Portlethen, I don’t know anyone in the community and all you will do
is isolate my children even more so than living in an isolated place where they rely
on mum or dad dropping them off.

Child Care Provision:
My child-minder works in Peterculter, she picks the children up at 3.25pm from the
Kirkton of Maryculter and takes them to Peterculter, I then pick them up on my way
home from work in Westhill and take them straight their activities. She has said that
she cannot pick them up any later than 3.30pm so I will now lose her, which
completely troubles me.

We are not the problem:
On average 10 pupils attend Cults from our community (7 this year) we are not going
to make an impact on the number projected in the proposal. It feel like a line has
been drawn on a map which make it look impressive from a geographical area but it
really only removes 10 pupil from the Cults and you are proposing to devastate a
community. The mutual agreement that Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire have
whereby you help each other out and have carved out these longstanding
arrangements can’t be ended within a year in such a brutal non-thought out way.
This proposal impacts on real lives, communities and people who have bought
houses in this area to be punished by developments that have not even happen yet!
People who haven’t purchased these houses yet!

What the kids think:
When I mentioned to my children that they might not be able to attend Cults my xxx
son, welled up xxx they had dreams and feel shocked and sad that this may happen
to them, they don’t understand why this is happening.

What would you like the council to know about the proposal?

1) I think it would be fair, rational and logical to all parties concerned if we continued
to allow the current catchment of around 10 kids per year to still be in catchment for
Cults Academy but future developments such as Blairs or other new developments
on both North and South of the river the be out of the Cults catchment area. This
way we don’t divide a small but close community and allow them to be educated with
peer groups as was always thought. This solution ensures there is no disruption
caused to in-zone locality and as yet no one is occupying houses in the development
(such as Blairs) so no disruption will be caused to future purchasers.

2) I would like to see the council get the addresses/postcodes of the 7 pupils who are
joining Cults Academy this summer and do an actual timed journey to Stonehaven in
morning rush hour to get an accurate time and distance our children will have to



travel on a bus each daytwice! Taking in to account the 300 extra-proposed cars
for the AWPR coming into the car park at Mill Inn and field opposite.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2/4/15 - Comment

I am writing to you regarding the proposed plans to exclude the children in
Maryculter from the Cults Academy catchment area.
My entire family are very upset and extremely disappointed with this proposal, the
safety and security of our children is always our primary concern which I am sure
you can understand is a very emotive issue.
The proposed moving of the catchment area boundary for Cults Academy will
impose undue hardship on our children, especially when we do not even know which
Aberdeenshire school they would be rezoned to.
The only fact is that the Aberdeenshire School allocated will be a considerable
distance from our home and much further to travel to than Cults Academy, which we
can see from our house.
We moved to Maryculter from Aberdeen about xxx ago. I run a business in Aberdeen
and commute to work there every weekday.
Many of our friends and family live in Aberdeen, Cults and Milltimber and our
Children participate in many clubs in Aberdeen xxx I find the statement in the
consultation document “Ensure that pupils living in the Aberdeenshire Council area
will attend a secondary school with peers from their own Council area;” disingenuous
and frankly insulting.
This attempt to segregate our children from friends and family by virtue of a river is
tawdry and ill conceived.
The projected increase in school pupils attending Cults is entirely due to two issues;
pupils attending from other parts of Aberdeen City and new housing developments
on Deeside.
There are a total of 5 pupils scheduled to attend Cults Academy from Lairhillock
Primary School in the summer of 2015.
The previous intake (2014) at Cults Academy admitted pupils from 15 Primary
Schools, including Ashley Road, Airyhall, Broomhill, Holy Family, Kingswells,
Kaimhill and St Joseph’s.
It is apparent that pupils at Lairhillock Primary School are being penalised to
accommodate children from Aberdeen Primary Schools which are not actually in the
Cults Academy catchment area, especially when the actual distance to Cults
Academy for our children is less than many of the pupils attending from these
various Aberdeen Primary Schools.
There have been new housing developments on Deeside approved by both
Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire council, with little regard to the community in that area.
It beggars belief that our children should shoulder the burden created by property
companies constructing new estates without mitigating the increased places required
at local Secondary Schools.
These developments should never have been approved without any contingency
from the developers to increase the available secondary school places.
I would point out that the Oldfold Farm Development (550 houses) at Milltimber was
granted planning permission subject to “Developer contributions towards secondary



education” does this mean that our children are being excluded from Cults Academy
because Aberdeen council has sold their classroom places to a property developer.
In terms of the Blair’s Development (280 houses), the houses are for sale in excess
of £700k and Aberdeenshire Council believe it is highly unlikely to have any
significant impact on pupil numbers at Cults Academy.
However if that is a genuine concern then Aberdeen Council should exclude the
Blair’s Development from the catchment area, there are currently no houses
complete on that site and therefore no impact on residents.
I do also feel that the projected Cults Academy attendance figures are highly
speculative at best and the proposed reduction in numbers from Lairhillock Primary
will have negligible impact on the actual number of pupils attending Cults Academy.
This rezoning proposal will only delay the projected overcapacity at Cults Academy
from 2019 until 2020 which makes it seem a somewhat pointless exercise especially
when they are trying to implement this for the 2016 intake.
It appears to me that the Aberdeen Council officials have taken the easy option and
are targeting children who do not live in an area represented by an Aberdeen
councillor.
The proposed moving of Maryculter out of the catchment area for Cults Academy will
impose undue hardship on our children. It will also increase the risk to them in terms
of much further distances to travel via country roads, especially during an extensive
phase of road works for the new Western Peripheral route. I strongly believe that to
implement these proposals at the present time will place my children and their
classmates at great risk and have a detrimental effect upon their education and
welfare in their formative years.
This proposal must be rejected and I hope that both councils can address the issues
with Secondary School Capacity in Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire collectively with a
clearly defined long term strategy which will benefit everyone in Aberdeen City and
Shire, but most importantly a strategy that will nurture and protect all of the children
in Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire who are after all our future.

Maryculter resident and Aberdeen business owner

Regards

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



2/4/15 - Comment

This email is regarding the rezoning for Lairhillock primary school. I have two
children attending this school, xxx who will be going to Cults this summer and xxx
who I expect at attend Cults also in two years time. Anything else is not acceptable
or practical and below is our letter of complaint regarding.

To whom it may concern.
I am writing to you in utter dismay over the intention to rezone my current residence
away from Cults academy. This house was bought with the knowledge that our
children could attend Cults when coming of age. Now it seems because one part of
the council approved new development in the area our plans, 12 years in the making
are for nothing. Worse than that the council is unable to provide guidance as to
which school the property will be rezoned to or if indeed siblings will be allowed to
follow in the path of elder child.

This is completely unacceptable and I demand to receive fair treatment as a tax
paying resident. Quite simply you should allow our children to continue as was
planned and have access to Cults and if you have to rezone it should only be to new
residents of the area so this is a filtered change over the coming years.
To do this in any other way is unfair to my children, probably will affect their
education and growth and no doubt leave me having to look for different
accommodation where I can ensure both kids are provided the same opportunity.
I find this despicable and I challenge you as a counselor to make a fair and proper
decision to avoid this unnecessary family disruption.
Kind Regards

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2/4/15 – Comment

Dear Sirs
Cults Rezoning Proposals
The North Kincardine Rural Community Council supports the response to the
rezoning consultation made by the Parent Council of the Lairhillock School. A copy
of this letter is attached for your reference,
Yours faithfully
NKRCC Secretary

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



2/4/15 – Council Reply

Many thanks for sending us the response from the North Kincardine Rural
Community Council to our Cults Academy rezoning consultation. I have asked my
team to record this submission and shortly we will begin the preparation of our
Consultation Report.

Can I also take the opportunity to thank you for the very positive manner in which the
public meeting at the school was conducted. I look forward to working with you both
and the wider parent forum in the future for the benefit of the children and I will keep
you advised on when the Consultation Report will be ready for public review.

With kind regards
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2/4/15 – Comments

Thank you for your kind comments. It has certainly been a busy time – and I expect
it is only beginning for you and your team!

I will await with interest the outcome of the Consultation and thank you for your help
in this matter.
Kind regards

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

2/4/15 – Comment

Dear Sir/Madam

I am writing to contribute to the consultation with the public about the re-zoning of
Cults Academy to exclude Lairhillock school and properties south of the river Dee.

My son xxx attends Lairhillock and is currently in P5, so will be affected by the
proposed re-zoning. We rented a property at xxx and so our sons went to Lairhillock
School, however, we have since brought a house in xxx and so we actually live in
zone for Cults, however, we are still very much part of the Maryculter/Lairhillock
community.

I think the proposed re zoning is grossly unfair and disproportionate for the actual
numbers of children involved. This is a small and close knit community already
under considerable strain caused by the route of the AWPR. The children have
formed close friendships and we considered this carefully when we thought about
moving xxx school when we moved house. My two older children are pupils at Cults
Academy and I have applied 3 times for places at Cults Primary school for xxx but
have been refused because we were not in zone.



We decided to keep xxx at Lairhillock because it is not only an excellent school but
his close group of friends both older and younger either have or would articulate to
Cults Academy. The composite classes at Lairhillock mean that children are friends
across year groups and this continues when they go to secondary school. The
friendships that are made at school are reaffirmed in out of school activities xxx.

To re zone, with no clear long term plan will have a significant and devastating
impact on these children and their families. Surely a better policy would be to
introduce a rezoning plan for all families moving in to the area rather than pulling the
ground from underneath the community who have made a conscious decision to live
in zone for Cults Academy.

Yours Faithfully
------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2/4/15 – Comment

I attended the forum at Cults Academy a couple of weeks ago and submitted a
couple of comments against the proposed rezoning.

My primary objectives are as follows:

1. Currently there two buses which travel across the river to Cults in the morning, I'd
estimate with less than 40 pupils in total (an assumption confirmed by members of
the SMT on the night).

If the proposed 500 house development at Oldfold Farm generates say 250
additional pupils (0.5 pupils per household) what will happen to the 210 delta

2.We selected our house and paid a premium for it as it was in the Cults catchment
area - who will compensate us for the loss

3. We are in the 'no-man's land' area where no decision has been taken - apparently
the 'shire are waiting for the City - and the City are waiting for the 'shire - who are
waiting for the City..... when will we know what is actually going to happen?

4.Representatives of the elected members of the 'shire council were available on the
night, they gave clear the view that this was a 'Hobson's Choice - is there any real
value in this consultation process.

Please ensure these comments are taken into account and provide specific
feedback.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------


