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KINCORTH AND TORRY STATUTORY CONSULTATION APRIL - MAY 2013

EMAIL COMMENTS

The following comments and views have been received in connection with the Aberdeen City Council
proposal

To close Kincorth Academy and Torry Academy, to amalgamate the two schools and establish a new,
purpose-built Secondary School on the Bobby Calder Park Site.

These views and comments do not necessarily represent the views of Aberdeen City Council.

Email of 20 April 2013

I have 3 children at abbotswell primary school and they will hopefully get benefit from the new
proposed academy, I was however a bit disappointed as there is not going to be any meetings at
abbotswell, there is however at kirkhill and Kincorth academy but as a single parent I cannot come to
the evening meeting at The academy and the time of the meeting at kirkhill wouldn't fit in as I have a
little boy at abbotswell nursery was just wondering why abbotswell couldn't have the meetings too?

Email of 15 May 2013

I think that the proposed school at Bobby Calder Site is an excellent idea and should definitely go
ahead. The new school would:

• Result in lower unit costs per pupil and provide a more environmentally and energy efficient
school for the future. It would also alleviate the need to waste money on trying to keep Torry
Academy and Kincorth Academy open, when they are both well past their prime and
uneconomical to maintain.

• The new school at Cove would in the best geographical place to meet the needs of a growing
population at the South side of the city (Cove and Charleston).

• The new school would allow the vast majority of pupils to walk to school and the are has recently
underwent huge improvements to the infrastructure.

• Building a new purpose build school would provide for pooled resources and enhanced learning
opportunities.

• The new school would be in an area of a growing population and would enhance facilities for the
community and would replace the outdated and unattractive facilities currently provided in
Torry/Kincorth.

The biggest plus for building the school must be the opportunity to obtain two thirds of the cost from
the Scottish Government and this rare chance must not be missed.

Email of 21 May 2013

This is the 2 concerns I have about the new academy:

Item 1
I'm a parent of 3 children that will hopefully benefit from the new proposed academy, I think it's a great
idea, although I do see travel is going to be my major issue, I'm concerned how my children will reach
school SAFELY and on time, there was talk at one of the meetings about having a path either through
or alongside the gramps (Kincorth Hill) this may seem like a very good idea but I have major concerns
about this route as not only is it quite a distance for children to walk but also what about the FIRES
that happen EVERY year how would you be able to stop this happening as for as long back as I can
remember this has always been an issue. If you propose school children to walk through the
gramps or even around it what about the children who smoke at school or on there way to school or
coming home if they drop there lit cigarette end this could cause more fires then less!! I just don't
think this option is a very good one.
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However at the meetings you also suggested a bus route something like a figure 8 to transport
children to and from school this I feel would be the best solution although not great as it’s not going to
be free as I stay 2.8 miles from Bobby Calder Park, so this solution could be a very expensive one for
me and other parents, even more costly perhaps if you use First Bus!!

Item 2
My other concern about the new academy is that you could also shut down our Community Pool, at
the meeting at Kincorth Academy on the 15th May it was said if the facility was well used they
wouldn't close it but in your statutory consultation document it says "although there is a pool it's
not well used"!! Well I agree it’s not well used but not because the community don't use it but
because it’s not made available to use. During the week it's closed till 5 because the academy use it
although granted it is open some early mornings before the school day for length swimming, a Friday
the pool is not open to public the whole day! And if you are lucky and there is not staff shortages you
can swim at the weekends, so maybe you should address these issues before you say the pool is not
well used. I would also like to point out that when it’s public holidays the pool is normally shut now
surely logic would tell you that when its a PUBLIC holiday that the public may wish to use the pool
because they are not working for e.g. the May Day holiday me and my family was going to go
swimming but the pool was shut, I bet I wasn't the only parent looking for an activity to do with my
children that day.

Thank you for reading.

Email of 22 May 2013
To Whom It May Concern:
Response to Proposal for a New Secondary School to replace Torry and Kincorth Academies
We agree that there are undeniable educational benefits to a new secondary school in line with the
Scottish Governments Schools of the Future strategy, however we do have grave concerns that the
‘new’ school may be put in the wrong location due to deadlines set by the Scottish Government as
part of the funding arrangement.
We believe that potential otherwise suitable sites, such as Abbotswell Road, may have been excluded
for consideration due to planning issues and the inability to gain necessary permission in the
timescale. We would ask that this, and/or any other ‘neutral site be investigated further and only ruled
out when deemed not fit for purpose and not solely because of planning constraints. The initial
feedback received from many of our parents in response to the site appraisal document was that ‘it
was far too complicated’. Therefore many parents based their decisions and comments at the open
events on an Evening Express article which clearly and concisely summarised the 3 preferred sites
only. We therefore feel there should be further explanation as to the suitability or otherwise of all
sites!
There was also a feeling from our parents that ‘there was no point in commenting on what was
already a done deal’ and a strong feeling that ‘this will be a repeat of the Victoria Road School
closure’. We, as a parent council, are very concerned that you will not get an accurate response from
our parents because they simply do not comment as they feel they have no voice! (I was one of these
parents that fought to keep this School open).
Should the status quo not be maintained, we feel that a neutral site may be in the best interests of
both communities. However, the issues that arise from the ONLY proposed neutral site ‘Bobby
Calder Park’ are quite alarming:
There is currently no infrastructure to transport children to the proposed site.
The cost of transporting for parents already on very tight budgets and/or benefits (in excess of £360
per annum per child).
Parents also have the cost of School lunches which cost £400 per annum (at the moment) which
before we even buy school uniform for our children will cost us £760 per annum.
The proximity to one of the busiest dual carriageways in Aberdeen.
The sheer length of time that it would take some ‘already unwilling’ pupils to reach their school (or
not!). If you had a bus going up the hill to go to school or one at the otherside to go into town what
one would you choose? Our children would have to leave the house at least by 7.30am to get to
(maybe earlier)school for 8.30am (if that’s still the time our children will be going in) the children will
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not return home till at least 4.30 possibly 5pm depending on traffic volume. Elaine and I decided at 10
o’clock on the 22nd May 2012 to walk to Bobby Calder Park which took two adults walking at a
sensible pace 53mins we took the safe route, using all available crossings (which not all children will
use). The crossing at Shell complex Wellington Road was not working which added more than 5mins
onto our journey if these do not work children will not wait they will just run across the road which
could cause a major accident. The pavements are not suitable to walk on. (Would these be
sorted?). The most worrying thing is the traffic that uses that road the lorries drive close to the kerb
which if children walk close to kerb could easily see a child pulled under the wheels of a lorry (I hope
for your sake that it’s not my child or any other).
Tullos Primary has problems with children that are late coming to school as I am sure that the other
schools are the same. (There would be even more of this if this school gets the go ahead).
During the drop-in sessions, most of the issues above were raised and council officials advised that
all of these concerns would be addressed, but it is very difficult to give support for something with
many grey areas - we would ask that these concerns are fully investigated and clear solutions offered
to parents to allow them to make an informed decision about a preferred site.
We would also ask, should the committee agree on the closure of Torry Academy, that a clear exit
strategy is devised for the current Torry Academy site. I believe, that an exit strategy is not within the
remit of this proposal and we feel that the community are very unlikely to ‘buy in’ to a new school on
another site if the old building is left to fester in Torry.
We feel a solution may be that the current site is retained to benefit the community - as a further
educational centre for vocational education, for example, and we would urge that an exit strategy is
part of any formal consultation process.
We would finally ask that consideration is giving to out-of-zone flexibility ie. Parents should be given
an option to put their children to any city centre school (with suitable infrastructure already in place!)
should they have validated reason for concern and/or objections to a ‘new’ school site. (I would not
hesitate to put my child to Harlaw Academy if this gets the go ahead).
I was born and brought up in Torry and to see another school leaving Torry breaks my heart. I went
to both Victoria Road (as did my daughter in P1 before you decided to close it) and Torry Academy
and got a very good education from both the problem with attainment is not the children it’s the
teachers.
I would hope that our views and concerns will be given great consideration before the Education,
Culture and Sports Committee come to any harsh decision regarding the closure of Torry Academy.

Email of 22 May 2013
I believe that a new purpose build school on the Bobby Calder Park Site is a brilliant idea.

The proposed school would provide a facility that is lacking in the expanding community of Cove and
surrounding areas and would replace 2 schools which are no longer fit for purpose and which are
uneconomical to keep in use. The site is an excellent choice for the majority of people.

The new school is financially and socially the best choice.

Email of 28 May 2013

I would like to express my support for the new school at Bobby Calder Park. As the largest amount of
children seem to be going to the schools from Cove I think it makes sense to have the school based
within that area.

My only concern is how the Cove children will get across Wellington Road in the morning and
afternoon, and probably at lunchtime.

Should this new school not go ahead I would probably choose not to send my child to Kincorth
Academy with it's performance being so low.

Email of 28 May 2013
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I'd like to express my concern at the 'proposed' new school. We live just under 3 miles from the
proposed new site. Are free school buses being provided for the children? Three miles is too far for
my child to walk in the morning. I am concerned for her safety as the only route to the 'proposed' site
is via Wellington Road. This road is heavily congested with traffic and I fear that my child and other
children will be at risk. I'm also concerned due to the fact that Wellington Road has been named as
one of Scotland’s most polluted roads.

Has the cost of travel to parents been considered? The cost of bus fares and food will be a huge
burden to parents in a deprived area.

What if my child gets sick? As I do not drive I will have to rely on public transport to get to the school
(3 miles away) and then have to make the journey back.

Has the tension between Torry and Kincorth children been considered? This has always been a
problem and will never go away.

I feel that Torry is yet again being let down by the Council. Oscar Road nursery was closed, Victoria
Road School closed. We have to put up with a Sewage Plant (would never happen in more affluent
areas) which creates the most horrendous stench on a regular basis. Many people in Torry feel that
there is no point in fighting this as the decision has already been made. I'm sure that they are right
and this 'Consultation' is just window dressing.

I understand that Kincorth Academy is in a mess. But why not create a new school for Kincorth and
invest in Torry Academy? Why can't the council invest in communities instead of stripping everything
out of them?

Email of 28 May 2013

To Whom it may concern

Having attended both of the Torry consultation meetings during the past month, I feel that I am sadly
non the wiser as to any of the grave concerns raised at the said consultations!

I feel that no clear answers were given nor was I in anyway assured that anyone with serious doubts
and worries were addressed by any of the representatives of the Council, and many of us came away
from these consultations feeling badly let down and extremely saddened and angry, because there is
no clear information about any plans which we parents/carers/grandparents could assess or decide
on.

Unfortunately this is the way the Scottish Government thinks that these consultations should develop
along these guidelines but nonetheless it does not set mine nor other peoples minds at rest as to our
main concerns and worries.

I have attended a few other meetings to do with the proposed closure of Kincorth and Torry
Academies, and I have come to the conclusion that this plan is going to go ahead with or without our
input! The reason I say this is because apparently only 4 people turned up at the Charleston
Consultation and at the Walker Road Consultation, the Head Teacher of Torry Academy gave an
impassioned speech on how small groups of Torry and Kincorth Academy pupils were very well
integrated and very tolerant of each other, which leads me to ask are they privy to some knowledge
that the general public are not being made aware of?

At the Walker Road consultation I forwarded the suggestion that the E C and S Committee members
walked along the only route that is available from Halfords on Wellington Road along to the proposed
site, one Sunday morning. I got absolutely no response!

The following morning, 2 of us decided to take up the challenge we asked of the E C and S
Committee!
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We set off from Tullos Primary at about 10 am. The weather was sunny, dry, but breezy with a hint of
rain. We set off along Girdleness Road towards Wellington Road. We then turned left at the junction
and travelled up the left hand side pavement. As we were walking at a generally medium pace, I
noticed the poor condition of the pavement and also the narrowness of it.

When we came to the traffic lights at Shell we found that the lights were not working to allow us to
cross, and we waited continually pressing for the green man. Eventually growing tired of waiting, the
other person began to cross and she was almost knocked down by a delivery van turning into the
Shell entrance! Had it not been for me, calling out to warn her, there could very well have been a
serious accident! And we are 2 adults! What is it going to be like for over 400 children on such a busy
polluted road?

We carried on and when we came to the junction at Hareness Road we used the lights, which were
working, and crossed over to the other side. We then used the lights to cross over West Tullos Road
and again at Abbotswell Crescent. We found no traffic lights at the junction when crossing at
Redmoss Road!

We continued up past the Wellington Hotel and found no crossing at the run off to said hotel!

We got up to the roundabout at Makro and there is no crossing at Wellington Circle either. We both
walked on to where currently the Bobby Calder Park site is cordoned off with large metal containers.
The journey had taken us just over 53 minutes!

During our journey there was a constant stream of busy, heavy traffic, large container lorries, tractors,
many cars but only a few buses. I can only imagine what it will be like for the young teenagers
walking up such a busy heavily polluted dual carriageway in the dark Winter mornings!
At the moment there is only one bus which goes up Wellington Road, the number three, and the
Council are having talks with First-bus! This does not answer anything that was asked at any of the
consultations and in no way eases my mind!

What is going to happen if there are more buses put on at peak time and how will this affect an
already dreadful morning and evening rush hour? How will this affect the businesses and the workers
with cars in the area? I doubt that they will be happy with an even longer drive home!

By my calculation and depending on where you live in the Torry area, each child will have to leave
their house every morning at 7 o'clock during term time to ensure that they are at school on time! That
is not safe on a cold dark mid Winter morning for an adult let alone a child! And it is not really any
safer on a warmer Spring day.

Goodness knows when your child will get home because the traffic congestion from 3.30 pm on
Wellington Road is horrendous every business day of the week with rush hour traffic! Depending on
whether the child has extra curricular activities, he or she might not be home until after 7 pm! That is a
very long and tiring day for any body. You really are not showing any consideration for the safety and
well being of our young teens!

Do I support this proposal?

NO ABSOLUTELY NOT!!!

I really have no objection to Aberdeen building a new academy for Cove/Loirston area. Without a
massive spend on road infrastructure, safety and free transport, I do not find this a viable and safe
option for future citizens who come from Torry!
We should already know what you propose to do to ensure the absolute of our children now not in the
future, because how can we assess the proposal without all the information?

Although there was talk of alternative routes, underpasses or other safety measures being brought in,
nothing concrete has been decided and this sounds like "pie in the sky" politics!

It seems to me that this is an economical solution and not an educational one! And I am not the only
one who thinks this.
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There is no exit strategy from yourselves and because we live on Tullos Place I do not know what will
happen if and more likely when, the closure of Torry Academy comes around. With the under
resourced Police service being stretched very thinly across Aberdeen, what's to stop squatters or
vandals destroying and/or setting fire to the abandoned academy very quickly?

Just one more point. It was stated at one of the meetings I attended that there seemed to be a real
apathy about this proposal and to be honest, I really cannot disagree with his assessment, because
time and time again Torry gets the short end of the stick! Why will it be any different this time? It is
already a "done deal!"

Email of 29 May 2013

Please find a list of good points and bad points made by children of Tullos Primary school. It’s a
shame that our children have to do this. The kids do not know if they are coming or going.

• It’s a bad idea for people who don’t have cars and it is across a main road.
• There will be a lot of fights between Torry and Kincorth people
• It is dangerous because we will be crossing main roads
• It would be better for Torry to stay open because you just walk and it’s safer
• It would be good because we will be able to make more friends if there are more people
• Good because there will be more resources there
• More room in the classrooms in a new school
• Maybe there will be too many kids to get to know especially if you are shy
• Would prefer new school (mum would be happy to take her there by car)
• All the rest of children said would prefer if school stayed in Torry as they don’t like the idea of

having to walk and also their families stay in Torry which is good for childcare

Email of 30 May 2013

I am a parent with a son currently in 1st year at Kincorth Academy and a daughter who is currently in
Primary 1 at Abbotswell Primary and so will also be a future pupil of the proposed amalgamated
school. I have discussed the proposed amalgamation with a lot of the other parents to gauge their
views.

I support the proposal to amalgamate Kincorth and Torry Academies. I feel this would be a positive
move providing a larger school which would be able to offer a much broader subject choice rather
than children having to take time out of the school day to travel to a partner school that does offer it.
Hopefully the new surroundings would help to enthuse and encourage both staff and pupils, helping
the new school to lift pupil achievement.

My son (and my daughter) currently walk to and from school each day and as such will be affected if
and when their Academy is sited further away from our house. Safe travel to and from school is my
main concern about the new school, and is the main concern of many of the other parents I have
spoken to. If a new bus service is provided from all the different areas of the catchment area, will this
be a single service, similar to the current 21B which only runs at school times and also leaves very
promptly after school running the risk of children being left behind and having no later service to
catch? For those who continue to walk or cycle to and from school I presume safe routes will be in
place before the school opens. Many of the local parents here feel that our children are likely to cut
across the Gramps to walk from Kincorth to the Calder Park site, I hope that a lit pathway across here
would be one of the options looked at when considering routes to/from school.

Another question that was asked at our recent Abbotswell Parent Council meeting was regarding the
start time for the school. It was felt that a 9am start was more viable due to the increased traffic that
will be added to the already busy Wellington Road area than an 8.30 start as is currently the case at
Kincorth Academy.

Another major concern for the people of Kincorth is that fact that we are likely to lose the facilities at
the Academy that are currently used by the community and that we are likely to lose if and when the
school moves. I do appreciate that the new school will be provided on a like for like basis and as
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such will mean that the facilities at the old school site will become surplus to requirements. The
provision of all new facilities for our children at the school is an exciting prospect and an excellent
opportunity for them. However I do feel that Kincorth will be worse off if it was to lose the facilities at
the school such as the Astroturf and the swimming pool in particular. The Astroturf is used by a lot of
the local children in the evenings and at the weekends and I’m concerned that this usage will not be
easily measured when making the decision of the future of these facilities. It is well used but
obviously will not have measurable usage through admission fees or similar. The swimming pool is
another matter. We notice in the Public Consultation Document that it is stated that the pool is not
particularly well used. Many of the parents disagree with this statement. Does it just take into
account public admissions, or do you also look at club usage, swimming lessons usage and school
usage? Our concern was that it would look like people did not use the pool throughout the week but
feel that this is partially because there are only limited times when the pool is open to the public. At
present a lot of the local children, including older primary school age children, use the swimming pool
with their friends particularly at the weekend. As it is within easy walking distance currently, we feel
happy to let them go alone with their friends. If the pool was moved to be beside the new school only,
they would not be allowed to do this. In these days of childhood obesity it would seem to be
counterproductive to close sporting facilities that are well used by our local children and which they
would not have easy access to their replacements.

Email of 30 May 2013

I am writing on behalf of the Pupil Council at Torry Academy to submit their views on the proposal to
close Torry and Kincorth Academies and replace them with a new build school at the Bobby Calder
Park.

The attachment contains a summary of the views of the pupils on the first page, together with the
collected views of classes and individuals on the subsequent pages.

Summary

The pupils of Torry Academy would welcome the opportunity to have a new school with all of the
modern facilities it would offer, including the onsite provision of sports fields and a swimming pool.
We like it that a bigger school will allow for a wider range of subjects and levels of courses to be
offered. However we do not feel that the location the council has chosen for the new school is right or
fair.

Bobby Calder Park is a long way from Torry. Kincorth and Cove are closer and we feel that Torry has
not been taken into consideration when the site was chosen. The routes to the new school pass
along an extremely busy and polluted road that goes through industrial areas. We do not feel that this
provides a safe nor convenient way for pupils to walk. The dark mornings and evenings of winter will
make things even worse. Icy conditions on the roads and pavements will significantly add to this
already considerable danger. Most of us would therefore feel forced to take a bus. This would be very
expensive for families that already struggle to get by.

The distance will also affect the options we have for lunch. At the moment many pupils go home for
lunch. This is the cheapest option but we won’t be able to do so in the new school. Again this will hit
poor families hard.

The distance will affect how many Torry kids choose to take part in extra curricular activities,
especially in the winter time.

We have all enjoyed and benefited from the P7 visits to the Academy. The size of the new school will
only increase the need to continue them. We are therefore disappointed that these would most likely
have to stop in the new school because it is too far for the primary pupils to come.

Crathes 5 Response to new school

One of our main concerns is the travelling to school and the busy roads. The pavements will be
crowded as will the buses. Some of our first years are only twelve and may not be responsible or safe
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on the roads. Not every pupil has friends to walk up with and not every family has enough money for
the bus fares.

It will also be very dark in the winter which will be even more unsafe for walking on a main dual
carriageway and also for walking in the streets. It will be slippy during snow periods, cold and
uncomfortable.

Pupils are concerned that the council will not put enough traffic lights and crossings to keep them
safe. They are also concerned that a tragic accident will have to happen before people will listen to
their concerns.

Pupils would like the speed limit to be lowered on the dual carriageway and they are not sure if the
council will do this.

Pupils in Crathes 5 feel that they have been considered less than other areas.

They also feel that it is too far to walk home for lunch which means more money for some families.

There are also some pupils who may have responsibilities at lunchtimes such as caring for someone
else. How will this affect them?

What would happen with Burger King? The food is unhealthy and most pupils would try and go there
for lunch which is unhealthy.

Pupils are still concerned about potential conflict, particularly if there are pupils from different financial
backgrounds such as the new housing estate which would be a wealthy area.

There is also the problem with transport and crowded expensive buses which would have safety
issues.

The majority of pupils in Crathes 5 would like a new school but in Torry.

New School Consultation – Pupil Feedback from Crathes 2

The following is our notes from tutor time discussion today:

• The new school could be a good idea, but getting there will be difficult.

• Every pupil will get to take what subjects they want.

• A lot of pupils will be late.

• It’s a dangerous road to walk up – someone will get hurt.

• Families will struggle to pay for their children to be at this school – money for lunch, money for
travel – not every family who doesn’t get free school meals is rich enough to pay for all this, which is
why lots of us go home for lunch.

• In winter it is dark in the morning and when you have to walk home – adds danger to an
already scary road.

• S1 will be scared going to such a big school.

• A Torry bus should pick us up – we live the furthest away.

• My family wouldn’t send my little brother all the way up to Burger King by himself, he’s too
young to get there safely, but that’s what the council want us to do to get to the school.

• You’re saying the council think it’s important to get P7s up to the school like they do now –
that is not going to happen because they’ll have to pay to get all those kids over.
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• If they make P7s walk over with their teachers, they will waste a lot of time from school,
getting there and back.

New School Consultation – Pupil Feedback from Dunnottar 4

The following is our notes from tutor time discussion today:

It will be good to meet new people

It will be great to have more facilities

It will be an advantage to have more subject choices

We aren’t sure that people will get along

Transport is an issue. The road is not safe.

Teachers won’t have enough time for everyone, especially guidance teachers, due to the amount of
pupils.

There may be behaviour issues due to different ways of teaching.

Torry and Kincorth pupils will remain in factions.

For some it may be hard to settle.

There will be more bullying.

A lot of Torry pupils go home for lunch at the moment They won’t be able to at the new school.

There are not many alternatives for lunch at the new site.

It may lower pupils’ self esteem.

New School Consultation – Pupil Feedback from Crathes 3

We like the opportunity to get more sports.

New changing rooms will be good.

The school is a good idea apart from the location.

We are concerned about the transport costs.

The start and finish times might not be great.

Some people have bigger families which means bigger cost for transport.

Morning traffic for staff will be difficult.

Lots of accidents might happen because of careless people.

Teachers might lose their jobs.

Some pupils will not get to choose from a wider range of subjects because they are already going to
be sitting their highers.
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Too many people in the new school.

Behaviour will be worse when there are more pupils.

Fewer people going home at lunch will mean the canteens are too full.

The location of the school is not good.

New School Consultation – Pupil Feedback from Balmoral 3

It will be good to have more modern facilities.

A swimming pool and good PE field will be really good.

The school will be too crowded.

Transport won’t be easy.

Will need 2 buses to get there.

The roads to the new school are dangerous.

The journey will be even worse in bad weather.

It will be at least a 45 minute walk.

There will be too many pupils for lunchtimes.

It is closer to Kincorth than Torry.

Classes will be too big.

There will be lots of lateness.

There will be fighting.

Not enough attention will be given to pupils.

Busy roads will lead to injuries.

Lunch queues will be too long.

We’ll have to walk.

Will there be a place for push bikes?

Where do we go for lunch?

Would there be a playing field?

New School Discussion (BAL 1)

Advantages

• More space as it will be a bigger school
• More facilities ie. Swimming pool, field on grounds, classrooms well kitted out
• Classrooms will be nicer ie. All will have windows
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• Wider subject choice
• New teachers could add variety
• New social opportunities with peers
• Seniors do not have to travel between schools
• Modern look and feel similar to Cults Academy

Disadvantages

Issues with travel distance:
• Danger because of busy roads
• Pollution intake when walking will be high due to slow moving/still traffic
• Travel time if walking. Will be more tired.
• Parents may not have enough money/own transport so may struggle to get their child to
school safely
• Going home for lunch will not be an option anymore which could add expense

Conflict between different areas and so potential disagreements.

Initial confusion due to new building to navigate around

Concern over shorter breaks

No option for healthy eating outside school canteen, only Burger King.

Dun 5 Feedback From on New School Proposals

1. Regarding thoughts towards starting and finishing time of school. It may need to be slightly
later than it is now as Torry pupils will have further to travel. It was also raised about participating in
things after school. Torry pupils need to travel and so would need to go home rather than staying and
doing extra-curricular.
2. Agree that the location of the new school is not convenient for Torry Academy pupils
3. Agree that pupils and parents should be consulted on new name of school.
4. Pupils are hesitant about eating in canteen (although glad to know there will be two canteens
in the school).
Pupils would go to eat at Burger King and van but don’t understand why they get banned from these
places and alike.
5. Pupils glad to know that an independent survey will take place regarding the safety of their
walking route to school but will any safety changes be made in time for the opening of the new
school?
6. Pupils upset about the cost of bus, particularly for families with all of their kids having to pay
to travel to school every day. Could there be bigger buses (e.g. double deckers) and more put on to
accommodate.
7. An idea was suggested that the old Torry Academy could be turned into a community centre.
Although there is one at Tullos Primary this one could be bigger.
8. Pupils, particularly the S1, advocated for the P7 visits to continue. They said it was much
easier to move, know parts of the school which would be even more the case in a bigger school.
Although transport is an issue a pupil suggested to maybe give primary schools a choice in whether
they want to do visits.

Crathes 1 responses

Pros
More subject choices
Updated resources/new equipment
Widen community
More extra curricular opportunities
Different
New
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Cons
New uniform
Distance
Safety, crossing roads, industrial estates
Impact on extra curricular > time after/distance
Lunchtime > going home? Burger King?
Conflict between Torry academy and Kincorth
P7 links > what happens?
Parents from Torry not able to attend Parents night, sports events, shows

Crathes 4
The location of the school is inconvenient
People can't afford burger king/ shops etc. Will free lunches still be available?
The journey is cause of concern- safety issues
Affordability - food and transport

A number of individual pupil responses were also received. They have been collected by tutor group.
Each paragraph represents the views of a separate pupil:

Balmoral 3

I think the new school is a very bad idea, what if it snows? It’ll be dark and it’s about 45 minute walk.
This is terribly unsafe, someone could get run over because it’s a very dangerous road. Do you
expect us to get 2 buses, they are often late, this may make most of the people in the school late, in
the snow most of the buses will be slow. Why is this school so far away from Torry Academy but is
close to Kincorth Academy? This is very unfair.
Also where will the pupils eat? Obviously not Makro. Burger King doesn’t let pupils. Lack of school
lunches.

Is there a place to keep your bicycle? Where will we go for lunch?

Where do we go for lunch?
What if someone gets run over/killed by a car etc?
What happens to some of the teachers?
Why fix Torry Academy if they’re taking it down?
What’s going to happen to Torry?
Take 45 mins to walk there.
Closer to other school, further away from Torry.
Pay more money for lunch.

It is too far away.
The PE will be good.
Where will we get lunch?
Legalise dirt bike
What time will it start?

I think the good thing about the school is that it will be modern and more facilities.
I don’t think the school is a good idea because most of Torry Academy pupils are local and it takes 5-
10 minutes to walk in the morning which is easy. Some parents leave earlier than their children and
they take the car so the pupil will have to walk or find transport. Parents have younger children who
start school later than older kids and they would rush about having to get the eldest to the new school
and back again in time to get the younger ones to school.

Roads surrounded by the location of the new school are very dangerous and during winter roads are
dark and slippery which is bound to cause injury and the roads are very very busy.

Not much places are around for lunchtime and there is going to be so much food but it will run out on
the last 100 people probably.
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Classes will be bigger so less attention from the teachers so we will have to help ourselves.

Overall I think the new school is not a good idea.

I think that the new school isn’t a good idea. It is very unfair for the Torry pupils because the school is
3 miles away and the Kincorth pupils are closer.
The road leading to the new school is very busy and since some people are really immature and not
careful, there will be a lot of accidents.
1450 pupils in one school is a lot. The canteen will always be full and there won’t be a lot of time for
everyone to eat. There is also nowhere to go for lunch apart from Burger King which won’t allow a
thousand pupils to enter.
The classes will be bigger and that means that the pupils don’t get enough attention form the teachers
and that means the learning will be slower.
The only good thing there is about this school is that there will be more facilities and higher levels for
pupils to achieve. The swimming pool is a good thing.
Overall this is a bad idea, and very dangerous.

I disagree with the new school being built because during winter it is very dark walking to and from
school, children will have to cross two dual carriageways and there is the possibility of children being
ran over, seriously injured or even death. Why not use money to improve the current schools instead
of building a whole new one. There will not be enough teachers to teach, they will have to either
employ more teachers otherwise the pupils will play up as they do not get enough attention. Kincorth
pupils and Torry do not get along in the first place so merging them is a very bad idea, there will be
fights, arguments and lots of trouble. All the kids will have to eat in the canteen, it’ll be packed and the
line for food will be very long, causing the pupils to get bored and muck around.

Dunnottar 8

It is pointless because the council are wasting more money.
Some people live too far.
Crossing roads will cause more accidents because there are more cars and there is more traffic.

I don’t want it to happen because it is too far away to walk, no places to go for food, don’t want to join
with Kincorth. And they could just get Torry done up. Primary school [visits] won’t be able to carry on.

Those who live close to Torry Academy need to walk miles. Some people may need to get up at 5am
or even earlier. Pupils will lose money on the bus.
It would be a bad idea because there would be fights. I don’t car what happens because I will move
schools.

I think it should be called Makro Academy because it is beside Makro. There should be a free bus
because it is too far away from Torry school. Wasted money because we already have Torry
Academy.

It should be called Makro Academy. It is too far away. It is too far from Torry, close to Cove and
Kincorth, not fair. There are different groups of people which leads to bullying. Transport is a problem.
Not a lot of places to go for lunch (people go home). Really busy roads, dangerous. What would
happen to Torry Academy? Instead of building a new school just do the schools up for the money.
Should be in town instead, makes it fair.

The reason that the new school shouldn’t be built because it’s too far away and it’s dangerous. How
will parents that don’t have any kind of transport will be able to get their kids to a primary school and
their older kids to the new academy? Also, that means we will have to walk up the industrial which is
dangerous and dual carriageways which is even more dangerous?? And because the new school is
built in a new area how will we know where to go? And I can guarantee that something will bad
happen. Once when the months get dark and cold and the roads are icy someone could and will die
from the journey. The new school proposal is a good idea but the location is a big concern to a lot of
people and Torry itself.

Crathes 7
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On the good side – more subjects, better equipment
On the bad side – too much fights, a long walk

How do we get there? Where do we eat? Why is it so far from Torry? Why make it next to Kincorth
instead of the middle?

Is not good to we don’t getting the bus
Good is that is bigger

More subjects, better equipment, more levels.
Fights, along walk, the cost of bus tickets.
Make better – put the school some where more accessible.

How de we get there? It’s too far from Torry.

Dun 2

1
Positive-
Bigger
Modern

Negative-
Travel
Too far
Some people won't get along
You have to go to the canteen, burger king or burger van. You can't go home.
Have to get up earlier
Paying to get to school
Traffic
New teachers
P7s visits
Winter
Fighting

2
Negative
Fighting
Skiving

3
Negative
Too far
Have to wake up earlier
Can't go home at lunchtimes
Positive
Better opportunities for learning
Bigger
New
Modern

4
Negative
The dual carriageway is dangerous
Too far to travel
Some teacher will lose their jobs
Lot of history behind Torry Academy
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Other schools are closer
Weather could have an effect on attendance
Middle of nowhere
Buses are quite dear
School will end up getting vandalised
End up fat

Positives
Bigger
More resources
More money
Better exams

5
Bigger
Better education

6
Negatives
Closer to kincorth and cove
Need to get up earlier
Busy road
More buses needed

7
Negatives
Closer to kincorth and cove
Need to get up earlier
Busy road
More buses needed

Positives
Is more big
Will be available for study
Better curricular opportunities

8
Positives
The educational things like better subjects to choose from, better equipment for classrooms and a
less cramped school
Everything will be matched so we will have a swimming pool and better hairdressing stuff.

Negatives
Travel-buses will be busy if they are run for us and we will be late.
Burger King will have us banned.
Fights between both schools.
No P7 visits
No home lunches - too far away
Kincorth is closer than us to the area.

9
Negatives
Closer to kincorth
Need to get up earlier
Busy road
More buses needed

Email of 20 May 2013
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As a parent and also a club leader, I am 100% against a new academy being built so far away.

There is nothing wrong with Torry Academy, it’s in the heart of our community, its within an easy safe
walking distance for all our children. It has great education options, especially the college courses, to
help the kids get better job prospects.

A new school outwith the area would have a bad financial effect on our local businesses.

Where would the local groups meet, as a leader of the 24th co. girls brigade, we have already had to
relocate due to the closure of Victoria road school. There is not a lot of places left to meet at,
especially with storage space.

This new academy at Calder Park is too far for kids to walk, you would be looking for it to take them at
least an hour to walk, especially as kids just doddle along. They will walk among cars to get across
the road, jump over the barriers up beside the Nigg Post Office. Wellington Road is the 3rd worst
polluted road in Aberdeen.

Kids education will suffer due to them being too tired to pay attention after walking so far to get to the
school, a bigger percentage will just not bother to go to school, too far to walk, too cold, too wet etc.
A lot of kids like to go home for lunch, rather than school meals, this would not be possible, they
would lose the right to choose.

If the officials who voted for this to go ahead, were to come to Torry and walk the route to the new
school especially in appalling weather, then you would realise what us as parents are concerned
about.

Our children’s health and education are our main concerns we just want what’s best for them.

If a new academy is to be built surely a more suitable location nearer to Torry/Kincorth can be found.

Children in a safe, happy environment will learn a lot better than being taught in place that they have
taken so long to arrive at, especially if they have arrived wet and cold and are miserable.

Email of 31 May 2013

I wish to express my deep concerns over several issues re the proposed closure of both Kincorth and
Torry Academies and the building of a new school at Bobby Calder Park in Cove.

I have 2 main objections to the proposals namely the transport issues and the loss of another school
in Torry.

In my opinion travel for pupils from Torry to Bobby Calder Park would be unsafe as Wellington Road
is one of the busiest and most polluted in Aberdeen and I can see no safe alternative route. The cost
of paying for travel for one or more children could cause considerable strain on the budget of families
on low or limited income, perhaps indeed some may not be able to afford to send children to school
everyday. Truancy may increase due to this. Pupils from Torry will have extremely longs days due to
the extra travel times anticipated particularly if the have to walk-less time for study and for extra
curricular activities.

Children who go home for lunch to relatives or extended families will no longer be able to do so which
could affect family life.

The loss of yet another school in Torry, which is the heart of this area, will affect the moral of the close
and wider community in Torry. One more redundant building in the middle of a residential area to
look at. What will happen to the building if demolished and what will be built?
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Lastly I feel this proposal is being considered to for fill a need for a secondary school for the ever
expanding Cove area at the expense of less well off Torry and Kincorth Communities.

I hope the issues I have raised will be considered in the final review of the proposal.

Email of 31 May 2013

After reading through the proposal, and attending our local meeting I am in full favour of the proposed
new school.

I was aware that neither Kincorth or Torry were not performing to their full potential but I was
surprised at the low numbers of pupils attending each school and the impact this was having on the
curriculum being offered to the pupils. I can only see benefits in creating one school and combining
the roll number to bring about an increased learning base both within and out with the school hours.

Also it was the first time I was aware that pupils from both schools were already working together on
some subjects. If handled correctly the existing academy pupils should merge together well and that
the pupils joining from the primaries will know no difference as they would have to merge when
moving up to first year regardless. I know that some of the pupils from the primaries already mix
though after school activities offered both privately and through the councils existing school sports
programmes. The fact the school should bring better sports facilities for both the pupils and
community can also be seen as an improvement.

The transport issue will always be there no matter what site was chosen, and I believe the council has
taken the correct action in appointing a third party to look into this and prepare a report.


