
Tillydrone Community Council
Response to

Statutory Consultation on Proposed New Primary in
Tillydrone, Old Aberdeen Area

We, Tillydrone Community Council would like to submit our opinion & view in regards to the
above statutory consultation.

All members voted unanimously to choose 'Option B'.

At the beginning of 2008, Tillydrone had sufficient school provision for the children growing up
in our community. The proposed housing development of Donside Village promised a huge
influx of families moving into the area with nearly 400 family houses/flats planned. The arrival
of families from EU countries moving into Tillydrone also contributed towards the ever
increasing numbers of children moving into our community. However, by May 2008 it was
decided that both St Machar Primary & Donbank Primary would be amalgamated to create one
school, Riverbank Primary. This resulted in closing the St Machar Primary building & making
changes to the existing Donbank Primary building. Parents were concerned from the onset due
to the disruption this would cause their children whilst in school & of course apprehension on
whether the school would have the capacity for the children who would be moving into the area
in the near future looking for a school place.

In 2008, initial works took place, including internal changes to the old Donbank school building,
to prepare the building for the 'new' Riverbank School. The parent council at that time
continued to share their concerns about capacity as works were still ongoing over the 6 week
summer holiday period. The school opened in August 2008. However within a short period of
time, children were being educated in corridors, the library & GP rooms were also used as
classrooms. The gym hall doubled up as a canteen, which at one point in time had three dinner
sittings due to the capacity issues. In 2013, an extension was built to deal with the ongoing
capacity problems, however this was not a long term solution & in 2016, we can again see the
school is at near capacity.

For the last 8 years the provision for education in Tillydrone has been a constant issue. New
families have not been able to find a place for their children at nursery, others have not been
able to get places for all their children at Riverbank & some siblings are attending different
primary schools due to this. Education has, at times, been disrupted due to ongoing works & of
course due to the location of where in the school lessons were taking place.

Tillydrone Community Council would like to see a school built for the children of Tillydrone



which can accommodate all the children living here. We want to see families be able to have
their primary aged children attend the same school as their siblings. We want nursery aged
children to have a place in their local community's school & not have to travel miles from the
area to receive a placement at an out of zone school. We firmly & passionately believe that
'Option B' is the only option for the children in Tillydrone. Option A would see siblings separated
into two different buildings. We believe that with a capacity of 420 in the present Riverbank
building, it is a substantial & suitable building to accommodate the present school role of St
Peters Primary which presently sits at 256, this also leaves some growth to allow for an increase
of pupils at St Peters School too.

Sincerely,

Lynn Cunningham

Secretary

Tillydrone Community Council


