
CONSULTATION REPORT

This Consultation Report has been compiled in responses to the recent
public consultation on the future of the existing Stoneywood School
buildings and the school’s zone. The document summarises the responses
received on the proposals set out below and Aberdeen City Council’s
response to the verbal and written comments submitted by interested
parties, in compliance with the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010
and the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014.

Proposal:

• To create a new school building for Stoneywood School, which will be
operational with effect from the start of the 2017/18 academic session
in August 2017, or as soon as possible thereafter;

Further

• To locate the new Stoneywood School building on ground to be
confirmed following the completion of this statutory consultation
exercise;

Further

• To rezone ground to the north of the A96 trunk road which is currently
within the Brimmond School zone to Stoneywood School, with effect
from August 2015
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1. METHODOLOGY

This consultation was conducted in accordance with the Schools (Consultation)
(Scotland) Act 2010 and the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014. All
requirements of the legislation have been met.

2. INVOLVEMENT OF STAKEHOLDERS

(a) Public Events

Two public consultation events were held on Tuesday 4 March and Wednesday 5
March 2015 to discuss the proposals issued for public consultation. The table
below details the number of attendees at the public meetings:

Date Time Venue Number of Recorded
Attendees

4 March 2015 7- 8 pm Stoneywood
School

25 parents/ members
of the public plus
officers and Elected
Members

5 March 2015 7- 8 pm Brimmond School

4 parents plus officers
and representatives
from Education
Scotland

Officers also met separately with the staff and Parent Council of Stoneywood
School to discuss the proposals which were being consulted upon.

(b) Comments Received

The following written submissions were received:

Format Number of submissions
E-mail 3 (from 1 individual)
Written 0

Comment Cards 1
Public Meeting

Comment Cards 15

Paper copies of the submission were made available in the Members Library and
have been circulated to external members of the Education and Children’s
Services Committee. The submission, anonymised as necessary, was also made
available on the Council website.

Two public meetings were held at Stoneywood School and Brimmond School and
were attended by 25 individuals and 4 individuals respectively. Representatives
from Education Scotland were also present at the meeting in Brimmond School.
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(d) Issues Raised

Public Meetings – 4/5 March 2015

As well as discussing the proposals for the future of Stoneywood School’s existing
buildings and it’s possible future location, 15 stakeholders provided their feedback
in the form of completed Comment Cards. The comments submitted in this way
are summarised below:

New Build

• Fourteen of the fifteen responses indicated support for the creation of a
new 2 stream school building. Reasons provided included the need for
modern educational facilities and to accommodate the projected increase
in the pupil roll from new housing developments.

• One respondent was against the proposal for a new school building,
commenting that the school should be single stream on two sites, given
the size of the school zone.

Site of a New School

• The vast majority of those in favour of a new build school expressed
support for the site of the former Bankhead Academy. One individual
expressed no preference, while one submission commented on the desire
to keep the school in its existing location but if that was not feasible due to
the size of the site then the former Bankhead Academy site was the
preferred choice of site.

• Respondents commented on the suitable size of the site and its ability to
deliver the highest standards of Curriculum for Excellence. It was also seen
as being more central within the school zone and the potential loss of the
playingfields was considered to be detrimental to the community.

• The submission against a new school building suggested a site to the east
of Stoneywood Road, where the majority of pupils attending the school
would reside. The submission also commented on the need for the Council
to use its power to secure a new school site within new residential
developments.

School Zone Amendment

• Thirteen responses supported the rezoning proposal. Comments included
the need to ensure the school could accommodate any increase in pupil roll
caused by the increase in the school zone and that residents on the north
side of the A96 would be best served sending their children to Stoneywood
School.

• Two submissions were opposed to the rezoning proposals due to the size
of the future pupil roll being too large. Comments were also made on the
possibility for school transport for those pupils residing on the edge of any
revised school zone.
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Other Comments

• Several responses commented on the need for road calming measures
in the proximity of any new school building and secure drop off points
for school pupils. The need for safe walking routes to a new school
building was also raised as an issue to be addressed.

• One respondent stated that the Council had not used its powers to
create an underpass in the vicinity of the existing school, which could
be used by pupils rather than them having to cross the road. Further, a
potential site within the Dandara development could be secured for a
new school site.

• One submission expressed concern as to how the existing school
buildings would be dealt with, should the school be relocated into a new
build on another site.

• One stakeholder commented that the proposals were coming forward at
an optimum time to establish a new, modern educational facility which
would be forward looking.

Stoneywood School Pupils

Staff at Stoneywood School consulted with their pupils in a way that was
appropriate for each age and stage of the school. Of the 136 pupils who were
consulted, 98 (72%) were in favour of a new school building and 38 were against
the proposal.

47% of pupils (64) were in favour of the new school being constructed on the
former Bankhead Academ site, while 37 (27%) wanted the school to stay in its
existing location and 35 (26%) chose the former Bankhead Academy playingfields.

Pupils wanted to see the new school having bigger classrooms, better ICT
equipment and quiet areas. They also wanted each class to have smartboards,
more PE space with dedicated changing areas and better outdoor areas such as
sporting areas, and play equipment in the playground.

Parent Council

The Parent Councils of Stoneywood School and Brimmond School did not submit
any written response to the consultation. In the meeting attended by officers, the
Parent Council of Stoneywood School expressed support for a new build school
and the proposed rezoning.

Individuals

Two responses were received from individuals to the proposals.

• Mark McDonald, MSP, supported the proposal for a new build school given
the age of the existing school building, the growth of the Stoneywood
community and the financial support on offer from the Scottish Government
for a new school building. Mr McDonald also supported the construction of
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a new school on the site of the former Bankhead Academy and the
rezoning proposals.

• E-mail correspondence was received from the owner of the former janitor’s
house which is adjoined to Stoneywood School. Concerns were raised
regarding the accuracy of the Council’s electronic mapping system which
appeared to show the house as part of the Education property portfolio.
Having reviewed the matter, officers made adjustments to the system to
reflect the actual property boundaries.

Education Scotland Report

An essential element of the statutory consultation process is involvement of
Education Scotland whose report is provided as Annex A of this Consultation
Report.

Education Scotland state in their report that the proposal to construct a new
Stoneywood School building has clear educational benefit, noting the condition
and suitability of the existing school building. Education Scotland also comment
that the new build proposals have the support of the majority of parents and that
the Council should ensure on-going communication regarding the capacity of the
new school and projected pupils rolls.

On the matter of the proposed rezoning, Education Scotland note that the
proposal will alleviate the issue of having to cross the A96 trunk road to attend
Brimmond School and also supports pupils from Stoneywood and Bankhead
areas attending the same school. Clarity is required on how this will apply to
siblings of current pupils of Brimmond School who live in the affected area.

Finally, Education Scotland comment that the Council will need to set out the
actions it has taken to address alleged inaccuracies notified to it in relation to the
electronic mapping system, which has also been outlined in the second bullet
point of the Individual responses (above).

3. THE COUNCIL’S RESPONSE TO ISSUES RAISED DURING THE
CONSULTATION PERIOD AND CONTAINED WITHIN THE EDUCATION
SCOTLAND REPORT

The following paragraphs will summarise the Council’s response to the comments
and written submissions received during the consultation period.

The Need for a New School

In developing long term plans for the primary estate, it should be noted that a
strategic review was considered by the former Education, Culture and Sport
Committee on 7 February 2013. It was at this Committee that the need for
consultation for a new Stoneywood School, with rezoning of the area north of the
A96 to the Stoneywood School zone, was agreed.

The physical condition of Stoneywood School is rated as “C” and the Council’s
desire to create purpose built, modern education facilities is supported by
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Education Scotland. A state of the art building will deliver many educational
benefits for pupils and staff.

Choice of New Build School Location

The majority of respondents chose the former Bankhead Academy site as their
preferred location of a new Stoneywood School building. This site, which is 2.4
hectares in area, is large enough to accommodate a 2 stream school, under the
School Premises Regulations of 1967. Having previously used as a school site, it
has the added advantage of being within the Education property portfolio and
initial discussions with colleagues in the Planning Service have not raised any
issues.

School Capacity and Pupil Roll Projections

Using the maximum class sizes of 25 pupils in P1, 30 pupils in P2 and P3, and 33
pupils in P4 to P7, the new building will have capacity accommodate 434 pupils.
As noted in the Education Scotland report the projected pupil roll will be monitored
closely and staff and parents will be kept informed should the capacity of the
school require to be adjusted to accommodate actual pupil numbers. It should be
noted that the proposed capacity will be sufficient to accommodate the maximum
projected roll of 382 pupils at 2021.

The capacity at the nursery class will also be increased to meet the projected
demand for places and space will also be created for the Out of School provision
currently delivered from Stoneywood School.

Rezoning Implications

The proposal to rezone the school’s delineated area from August 2015 was to
allow those pupils residing in the affected area to attend Stoneywood School prior
to the new school being constructed. It is, however, recognised that a number of
pupils currently attend Brimmond School and it is proposed that this arrangement
should continue. In addition, any younger siblings of pupils attending Brimmond
School from the affected area will have the right to attend Brimmond School
without the need to apply for a placing request. Should parents from the affected
area wish to enrol their children into the current Stoneywood School from August
2015, this will be facilitated wherever possible.

Should the Education and Children’s Services Committee agree to implement the
rezoning proposals from August 2015, the parents of pupils living in the affected
area will be informed of their right to keep children (and their younger siblings) at
Brimmond School or to enrol them into Stoneywood School from August 2015,
provided there is sufficient capacity in each of the classes.

An Alternative Site Within the Dandara Development

As the Section 75 agreement for this particular residential development was
concluded some time ago, it is not possible to re-enter into negotiations. As such
the Council would require to enter into negotiations with Dandara to acquire the
necessary ground which would significantly increase the cost of the new school
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building. The ground is also not zoned for an education facility on the local plan
which may also result in issues with the Planning Authority.

The time to negotiate purchase of ground and the necessary planning consent
may result in additional time for the new school project. A condition of the Scottish
Government’s funding support is that the new school building is completed in
2017.

Traffic Calming and Safe Walking Routes

In developing the new school building and its surrounding environment, officers
will consult with colleagues from the Roads Service to determine what measures
need to be put in place to ensure that staff, parents and pupils can safely access
the school on foot or by car. A school travel plan will be prepared with input from
appropriate stakeholders and it is likely that any planning approval will include
traffic calming conditions which must be met in full.

The Future of the Existing School Building

Consideration will require to be given to the future of the school building once the
new school building becomes operational. In normal circumstances, the building
would be declared surplus to educational requirements and transferred to the
corporate Estates team to review how it could be utilised, or failing that how it
could be disposed of. Cognisance will need to be given to the fact that one of the
school buildings is linked to the former janitor’s house which is now in private
ownership. It will be necessary for clear communication channels to be
established with the owner of this property in the event that the building is to be
marketed for sale.

4. ALLEGED OMISSIONS OF RELEVANT INFORMATION AND ALLEGED
INACCURACIES CONTAINED WITHIN THE PROPOSAL DOCUMENT

One response was received commenting on the accuracy of the data held within
the Council’s electronic mapping system which had identified the former janitor’s
house as being within the Education property portfolio. Following correspondence
with the house owner, the mapping system has been updated to remove the
former janitor’s house from the service portfolio.

As this issue did not impact on the rationale for any aspect of the three elements
being consulted upon the proposals all remained valid for the purposes of
consultation.

5. COMPLIANCE WITH SECTION 9(1) OF THE SCHOOLS
(CONSULTATION) (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010 AND CONSIDERATION OF
THE PROPOSALS

Following the conclusion of the consultation period, Section 9(1) of the Schools
(Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010, requires the Council to review the relevant
proposal, having had regard to the written representations that have been
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received by it during the consultation period; oral representations made to it at the
public meetings held on 4 March 2015 and 5 March 2015 and Education
Scotland’s report.

In terms of Section 10(2) (e) of the said Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act
2010, the Consultation Report requires to contain a statement explaining how the
Council complied with its duty under the above Section 9(1) of the Act.

With relation to Section 9(1) of the 2010 Act and having considered all of the
information received during the consultation process, officers are satisfied that no
comments have been received which would have caused them to review the
merits of the proposal to construct a new two stream school building for
Stoneywood School , to locate the new school building on the site of the former
Bankhead Academy and to rezone the ground north of the A96 to Stoneywood
School from Brimmond School, with effect from August 2015.

6. RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Education and Children’s Services Committee agree to
implement the proposals to:

(i) Create a new Stoneywood School building, which will accommodate a
two stream primary school, accommodate an increased nursery class
and host out of school care provision;

(ii) Locate the new school building on the site of the former Bankhead
Academy; and

(iii) Implement the proposal to rezone ground north of the A96 to the
Stoneywood School zone from that of the Brimmond School zone, with
effect from August 2015.

Gayle Gorman
Director of Education and Children’s Services
May 2015
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ANNEX A

REPORT FROM EDUCATION SCOTLAND

Report by Education Scotland addressing educational aspects of the
proposal by Aberdeen City Council to create a new school building for
Stoneywood School, which will be operational with effect from the start of
the 2017/18 academic session in August 2017, or as soon as possible
thereafter; further to locate the new Stoneywood School building on ground
to be confirmed following the completion of this statutory consultation
exercise; further to re-zone ground to the north of the A96 trunk road which
is currently within the Brimmond School zone to Stoneywood School, with
effect from August 2015.

1. Introduction

1.1 This report from Education Scotland has been prepared by HM Inspectors
in accordance with the terms of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act
2010 and the amendments contained in the Children and Young People
(Scotland) Act 2014. The purpose of the report is to provide an
independent and impartial consideration of Aberdeen City Council’s
proposal to create a new school building for Stoneywood School, which will
be operational with effect from the start of the 2017/18 academic session in
August 2017, or as soon as possible thereafter; further to locate the new
Stoneywood School building on ground to be confirmed following the
completion of this statutory consultation exercise; further to rezone ground
to the north of the A96 trunk road which is currently within the Brimmond
School zone to Stoneywood School, with effect from August 2015. Section
2 of the report sets out brief details of the consultation process. Section 3
of the report sets out HM Inspectors’ consideration of the educational
aspects of the proposal, including significant views expressed by
consultees. Section 4 summarises HM Inspectors’ overall view of the
proposal. Upon receipt of this report, the Act requires the council to
consider it and then prepare its final consultation report. The council’s final
consultation report should include a copy of this report and must contain an
explanation of how, in finalising the proposal, it has reviewed the initial
proposal, including a summary of points raised during the consultation
process and the council’s response to them. The council has to publish its
final consultation report three weeks before it takes its final decision.
Where a council is proposing to close a school, it needs to follow all
legislative obligations set out in the 2010 Act, including notifying Ministers
within six working days of making its final decision and explaining to
consultees the opportunity they have to make representations to Ministers.

1.2 HM Inspectors considered:

• the likely effects of the proposal for children and young people of the
school; any other users; children likely to become pupils within two
years of the date of publication of the proposal paper; and other
children and young people in the council area;



10

• any other likely effects of the proposal;

• how the council intends to minimise or avoid any adverse effects that
may arise from the proposal; and

• the educational benefits the council believes will result from
implementation of the proposal, and the council’s reasons for coming
to these beliefs.

1.3 In preparing this report, HM Inspectors undertook the following activities:

• attendance at the public meeting held on 5 March 2015 in
connection with the council’s proposals;

• consideration of all relevant documentation provided by the council
in relation to the proposal, specifically the educational benefits
statement and related consultation documents, written and oral
submissions from parents and others;

• visits to the sites of Stoneywood School and Brimmond School,
including discussions with staff, parents and children; and

• visit to the site of the former Bankhead Academy and playing fields.

2. Consultation Process

Aberdeen City Council undertook the consultation on its proposals with
reference to the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010 and the
amendments in the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014. The
statutory consultation period ran from 6 February to 27 March 2015. The
council held two public meetings on 4 March 2015 at Stoneywood School
and 5 March 2015 at Brimmond School. The council received 17 written
responses to the proposal. Almost all of the responses supported the
proposal for the creation of a new school building for Stoneywood School
and for the rezoning of the catchment area to include ground north of the
A96 which is currently in the Brimmond School catchment area. Almost all
responses supported the location of the proposed new Stoneywood School
being at the site of the former Bankhead Academy. Pupils in each class of
Stoneywood School were consulted. Most children were in favour of a new
school building for Stoneywood.

3. Educational Aspects of Proposal

3.1 The proposal to create a new school building for Stoneywood School has
clear educational benefits. The current school is located in two buildings
and is not in a good condition. The proposal has the potential to deliver
Curriculum for Excellence within modern, purpose-built accommodation
creating a more positive environment with more flexible learning spaces.
The proposed new school building for Stoneywood School will be larger
than the current school. This has the potential to broaden the range of
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curriculum opportunities for children, including the opportunities to interact
with a wider range of peers, both educationally and socially. The proposal
has the potential to provide a larger number of teaching staff with a wider
range of skills and interests and the opportunity to share and develop
practice. The proposal for a new building for Stoneywood School has the
potential to support best value to benefit children and young people across
the council. The council has indicated that significant capital investment
would be required to keep the current Stoneywood School buildings
operational and that the proposal would support freeing up of resources to
improve the council’s school estate.

3.2 Almost all stakeholders who submitted written responses and almost all
staff, parents and children who met with HM Inspectors were strongly in
favour of the proposal for a new building for Stoneywood School. They felt
a new school building would have a positive impact on children’s learning.
Some parents and staff raised concerns regarding the move to a larger
school, including losing the identity of ‘Stoneywood’.

3.3 Some stakeholders who met with HM Inspectors raised perceived concerns
about potential traffic management at a new school as there are already
traffic problems in the area surrounding the current school. In taking
forward the proposal the council needs to ensure that current challenges in
terms of traffic management outside the school, parking and drop-off areas
and safe road crossings are addressed in planning for a new school
building.

3.4 Almost all of the stakeholders who met HM Inspectors preferred the former
Bankhead Academy site as the possible location for the proposed new
Stoneywood School building. This is the site of a former school and has
many potential advantages, including being located in a residential area
and on a public transport/bus route. The proposal to re-zone ground to the
north of the A96 trunk road which is currently within the Brimmond School
zone to Stoneywood School, with effect from August 2015, will alleviate the
issue of having to cross the A96 trunk road to attend Brimmond School.
This also supports pupils from Stoneywood and Bankhead areas attending
the same school.

3.5 Some stakeholders who met with HM Inspectors were concerned about the
placing of siblings of children who are currently attending Brimmond
School, who would be re-zoned to attend Stoneywood School should the
proposal go ahead. In its final consultation report, the council needs to
clarify plans for siblings of current Brimmond School pupils who live in the
area affected by the proposed re-zoning.

3.6 The council proposes to make changes to the catchment areas for
Brimmond School and Stoneywood School with effect from August 2015,
and, as a result, there may be a very short notification period to families
who may be affected by the proposed re-zoning from Brimmond School to
Stoneywood School. The council will need to address concerns regarding
the proposed timescale and ensure appropriate arrangements are put in
place which support continuity in learning; it also needs to clarify
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arrangements for siblings of pupils who currently attend Brimmond School
and may be affected by the re-zoning.

3.7 Some stakeholders who met with HM Inspectors queried the numbers
indicated for the new housing area and school roll, along with the proposed
additional area from the re-zoning from Brimmond School. Concern was
that the new Stoneywood School may not be big enough for the number of
houses being planned for the area. If the proposal goes ahead, the council
should ensure clear communication with stakeholders to alleviate concerns
about projected rolls.

3.8 During the consultation period an alleged inaccuracy in the proposal was
identified relating to maps being outdated. The council responded to this
query during the consultation, updating the maps on their consultation
website. In its final consultation report, the council will need to set out the
actions it has taken to address any alleged inaccuracies notified to it.

4. Summary

4.1 The proposal to create a new school building for Stoneywood School is of
clear educational benefit. The proposal has the support of almost all
parents and staff and most children. The current school is located in two
buildings, with several sets of stairs in each, and is not in a good condition.
The proposal has the potential to improve the quality of the curriculum and
deliver Curriculum for Excellence within modern, purpose-built
accommodation, creating a more positive environment for effective learning
and teaching. Implementation of the proposal has the potential to support
best value to benefit children and young people across the council. The
council has indicated that significant capital investment would be required
to keep the current Stoneywood School buildings operational. If this
proposal is taken forward the council should ensure that there is clear
communication with stakeholders regarding projected rolls and capacity in
the new Stoneywood School.

4.2 The proposal to re-zone ground to the north of the A96 trunk road which is
currently within the Brimmond School zone to Stoneywood School, with
effect from August 2015, will alleviate the issue of having to cross the A96
trunk road to attend Brimmond School. This also supports pupils from
Stoneywood and Bankhead areas attending the same school. It is not clear
from the proposal paper how this will apply to siblings of current pupils of
Brimmond School. In its final consultation report, the council will need to
clarify plans for siblings of current Brimmond School pupils who live in the
area affected by the proposed re-zoning. The council indicates the
proposal will be implemented from August 2015. The council will need to
address concerns regarding the proposed timescale and outline transition
arrangements for those children affected by the proposal. In its final
consultation report, the council will need to set out the actions it has taken
to address alleged inaccuracies notified to it.

HM Inspectors
Education Scotland
April 2015


