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Guidance on Waste and Recycling Facilities in New Developments 

(2015) 

This update details the minimum requirements for waste and recycling facilities in new 

developments. Aberdeen City Council fully adheres to the Zero Waste Scotland Regulations 

of 2012.  

 

This document acts as a flow chart/tick box exercise allowing a quick and comprehensive 

response to developers. 

 

 

 

Development overview 

 

- For all developments, consider box 1 and: 

 

- If development contains houses with gardens – consider boxes: 2 and 3 

 

- If development contains  houses without gardens – consider boxes: 2 and 4 

 

- If development contains  flatted or terraced properties – consider boxes: 2 and 5 

 

- If development contains commercial properties – consider boxes: 2 and 6 

 

- Important requirements for all developments- consider box 2 

 

- Appendices  

 

- Contact info 



  

  

UNDERGROUND BINS: 

Underground, semi underground or above ground bin storage is required for a 

Communal development unless the developer can fully demonstrate to the 

Planning dept if there are technical reasons why this option cannot be 

implemented (further guidance on the underground bin system will issued to 

accompany this SPG). 

If space is at a premium, underground bins provide an aesthetic and valuable 

solution eliminating the need for on-street bulk bins which threaten limited 

parking spaces. Developers should be advised of the options below: 

- Each household should be provided with containment capacity of 120 

litres for general refuse and 120 litres for recyclate per week. 

- Underground containers are available in 3000, 4000 or 5000 litre 

capacities; equivalent to 2.3, 3.1 and 3.9 x 1280 litre on street bins 

respectively. 

- Please advise developers this is our preferred option in developments 

where: 

o Space can be provided for 1835mm x 1835mm per container 

with 2 containers needed (general refuse and dry recycling) per: 

 25 properties if 3000l containers are used 

 33 properties if 4000l containers are used 

 41 properties if 5000l containers are used 

o NOTE: properties will still be provided a brown bin (houses) for 

garden/ food waste requiring a 1m x 1m paved area per 

property (See Box 3) or a food waste bin for flats (see Box 4)  

 If bin area is covered, a 2m height clearance should be 

provided. 

OR 

- If an underground bin cannot be installed due to technical restrictions, 

communal 1280litre containers are permitted. Garden/food waste bins 

must be provided as above. 

 2 x 1280 containers must be provided (1 for general 

refuse and 1 for recycling) per 10 properties (based 

upon 2 bedroom properties) 

 Space of 128cm width, 100cm diameter and 145cm 

height is provided for each bin 

1 FOR ALL DEVELOPMENTS 
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2 IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

The following general points must be considered in all developments: 

- Reversing of collection vehicles is kept to a minimum - no more than 
10m 
 

- Roads must be of adequate width of 5.5m to allow suitable space for the 
collection vehicles to access and manoeuvre (see appendix 1) 

 

- Any archway to a courtyard should be a minimum of 4.5m in height 
 

- A householder should do not need to carry waste more than 30m to any 
bin from any property  

 

- Collection crews do not need to move bins more than 7m to the 
proposed vehicle collection point 
 

- Drop down kerbs are provided at adequate points for emptying bins. 
Bins do not require movement between parked vehicles 
 

- Yellow lines are provided at drop down kerbs to deter parking 
 

- No overspill parking is provided near to bin storage areas. 
 

- Lock block surfaces are minimised as these are damaged by collection 
vehicles 

 

- Any tar surfaces are of a high standard to avoid damage by collection 
vehicles 

 

- Hammerhead or turning circles are provided at all no-through roads as 
per Appendix 2. 

 

- No trees appear to infringe upon the road 
 

- Bins are not pressed for space. Storage spaces must be designed to 
allow residents ease in opening bin lids. Bins should be sufficiently 
spaced apart to allow residents easy access to each bin. 

 

- All bin storage areas have level slabbed or concrete paving areas 
including level and paved pathways to the proposed collection points 
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Where communal bulk bins in box 1 are unsuitable:  

- Each property requires provision for 2 x 240 litre bins (1x co-mingled 

recycling and 1x garden and food waste) and 1 x 180litre general 

waste.  

o A paved space of 3m x 1m should be provided on each 

property to store bins with paved access from the bin storage 

area to the front pavement 

o If the bin storage area is covered, 2m height clearance is 

required 

- Space should be provided in each garden for composting or anaerobic 

digestion of approximately 1m x 1m.  

 

3 HOUSES WITH GARDENS 
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Where communal underground bins/ bulk bins in box 1 are unsuitable:  

- 1 x 240 litre (co-mingled recycling) and 1 x 180l (general waste) bins 

must be provided per property. 

o Bin storage areas should be provided. These stores can be 

communal however a 2m x 1m space is required per 

property.  

o Householders can present bins for collection at the kerbside, 

avoiding steps 

o A shared food waste recycling bin will be provided; safely 

secured to foundations.  

 

- In all plans, please ensure: 

o Householders do not need to carry waste more than 30m to 

any bin from any property  

o Collection crews do not need to move bins more than 7m to 

the proposed vehicle collection point 

 

4 HOUSES WITHOUT GARDENS 
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Where communal underground bins in box 1 are unsuitable:  

Provision 

- Flatted properties must be provided with communal  bins per box 1 

- Adequate provision should be made for: 

o Smaller buildings of 5 or less properties can receive a 660litre 

container, measuring 127cm width, 117cm height and 78cm depth. 

1 for refuse and 1 for recycling. 

o 2 x 1280 litre consisting of 1 general refuse bin and 1 recycling bin 

per 10 properties (based upon 2 bedroom apartments) allowing for 

120litres general refuse capacity per week for each property 

measuring 128cm width, 145cm height and 100cm depth 

o A shared food waste recycling bin will be provided, safely secured to 

foundations at a ratio of 1 bin to 58 flats is preferred in dense 

buildings however in smaller developments, additional bins will be 

provided.  

Locating bin storage 

- Bin storage areas are located at the entrance to buildings and not the end of 
car-parks  

- Bin stores should be on a flat surface and not on a slope 
- It should not be located in a basement 

 
Access to bin storage 

- Dropped kerbs and yellow lines are provided as access should not be 
obstructed by any vehicles 

- Householders must not walk more than 30m to a bin from any property 
- Collection crews do not need to move bins more than 7m from the bin store 

to the proposed vehicle collection point 
- Collection crews should not need to manoeuvre bins around parked cars. 

 
Bin store requirements  

- Sheltered bin storage areas have a minimum of 2.5m height clearance 
where 1280litre bins are stored (refer to appendix 3) 

- Stores should be concealed or covered 
- Gates on bin stores do not reduce the space within or the entrance to the 

store. 
- Storage areas should be sufficient for the proposed bin measurements as 

per box 1 and appendix 4 
- Enclosed stores should be well lit 
- Bin stores should be free of pipework 
- Paved level surfaces are provided within the bin store 
- An additional 10cm should be provided per bin within the bin store allowing 

for enough space for individual bins to be manoeuvred without the need to 
remove all bins. 

 
 

o  

 

    5      FLATTED PROPERTIES 
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Commercial properties must be served with three services;  

 General refuse – maximum container size 1280litres 

 Recycling – maximum container size 1280 litres 

 A separate food waste recycling 30 litre caddy system where food 
waste may exceed 5kg per week. 
 
Space should be provided for all services. 

 
Internal Requirements: 

- Internal space should be provided for a food waste caddy of 45cm x 
45cm. 

- Suitable internal storage for empty bottles should be provided 

(licensed premises)  

External Requirements: 
- An area of hard standing at storage and collection points  
- dropped kerbs at proposed bin collection point 
- Yellow lines at proposed bin collection point 
- Bin storage areas are provided with a gulley and wash down facility in 

the interest of hygiene  

Please note that when providing feedback on commercial developments, we 

are limited in scope for comments we can make and unfortunately can only 

provide a very general response in regards to commercial developments. 

Please bear in mind too that Aberdeen City Council is not the only waste 

service contractor available in the city. 

It is advisable that the developer contact the Council’s Trade Waste Team to 

discuss the appropriate waste storage and uplift arrangements for the 

commercial developments: 

08456 08 09 19 

businesswaste@aberdeencity.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES 
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Appendices 

Appendix 1: Minimum road turning area dimensions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 2: Collection vehicle dimensions 

 

 

 



Appendix 3: Dimensions of a residential bin store 

 



Appendix 4: Dimensions all waste, recycling and food containers in use for residential 

developments 

 

240 litre container dimensions  180 litre container dimensions 

 

1280 litre container dimensions   660l container dimensions 

  
Food waste container dimensions  

 



 

  

CONTACTS AT PLANNING STAGE OF NEW DEVELOPMENTS 

 

Residential waste 

o Waste Strategy Officer: wastestrategy@aberdeencity.gov.uk 

 

Commercial Waste  

o Trade Waste Co-ordinator: businesswaste@aberdeencity.gov.uk 

 

CONTACT AT IMPLEMENTATION STAGE OF WASTE AND RECYCLING 

o Recycling Officer: WasteAndRecycling@aberdeencity.gov.uk 

 

ALL SERVICES CAN BE CONTACTED ON:   08456 08 09 19 

 

Contact Details 

mailto:wastestrategy@aberdeencity.gov.uk
mailto:businesswaste@aberdeencity.gov.uk
mailto:WasteAndRecycling@aberdeencity.gov.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waste Strategy  

38 Powis Terrace 

Kittybrewster 

AB25 3RF 

 


