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Dear ,
 
I refer to your email requesting that Aberdeen City Council (ACC) review its handling of your request on the basis that you were
not provided with a full response.
 
Please find attached and below your response.
 
Can you please provide the following information showing information for each individual school and nursery:
 
Please note that ACC does not record exclusions at nursery level – exclusions are recorded at primary and secondary level only.
 
How many children have been temporarily excluded or permanently excluded from all mainstream schools and nurseries
in Aberdeen City from August 2015 to February 2016?
Out of approximately 22,107 pupil on the school roll during that period, 408 pupils were temporarily excluded.
 
How many of these children were already highlighted as having Additional Support Needs?
201 of those pupils excluded were highlighted as having Additional Support Needs.
 
How many of the children excluded had a diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorder or Condition?
13 of those pupils excluded had a diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorder or Condition.
 
How many of the children excluded were excluded more than once in this period?
204 pupils were excluded more than once in this period.
 
‘Exclusion’ in this case refers to formal exclusion from school of at least 1 day. The criteria for formal exclusion used for
reporting here is set out by the Scottish Parliament on page 15 of their AAE Data Spec 2013 Uplift found at the following link:
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/ScotXed/SchoolEducation/AttendanceAbsenceExclusions/SurveyDocumentation2013uplift
 
Aberdeen City Council’s Schools’ Exclusion Policy is operated locally at individual school level and is overseen by school Quality
Improvement Officers.
 
Unfortunately, this information can’t be broken down into individual schools & nurseries because, once separated per school,
the number are so small (less than 5) that there is a potential to identify students from that data.
 
ACC is unable to provide you with information on temporarily excluded or permanently excluded from all mainstream
schools and nurseries in Aberdeen City from August 2015 to February 2016 for each individual school and nursery as it is
exempt from disclosure.  In order to comply with its obligations under the terms of Section 16 of the FOISA, ACC hereby gives
notice that we are refusing your request under the terms of Section 38(1)(b) in conjunction with 38(2)(a)(i) – Personal
Information - of the FOISA.
 
In making this decision ACC considered the following points:
 
ACC is of the opinion that Section 38(1)(b) applies to the information specified above as the information in question is personal
information relating to living individuals (school pupils), of which the applicant is not the data subject.
 
ACC is of the opinion that Section 38(2)(a)(i) applies, as we consider that disclosure of this information would be a breach of
the first Data Protection Principle (that personal information must be processed fairly and lawfully).   Disclosing the breakdown
requested into the public domain may allow the pupils to be identified, for instance to other pupils, parents and teachers at the
school.  The individuals involved have not consented to the disclosure of their information, and ACC does not consider that they
would expect ACC to release this information about them into the public domain under the FOISA.
 
We hope this helps with your request.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
Grant Webster
Information Compliance Officer
 
FURTHER INFORMATION



 
If you are not satisfied with the outcome of your request for an internal review, you can apply directly to the Office of the
Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) for a decision. Generally, OSIC cannot make a decision unless you have been through
the ACC’s review procedure. To make an application to OSIC, please write or email OSIC at:
 
The Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner
Kinburn Castle
Doubledykes Road
St Andrews
Fife
KY16 9DS
www.itspublicknowledge.info 
 
An application to OSIC must be made in writing within six months of receipt of ACC’s Review Decision Notice.  When applying
to OSIC for a decision you should give your name and address for correspondence.  Please note that OSIC will not be able to
investigate if you have not used your real name to make your information request. You must also specify:
 
● which request for information your requirement for review relates to
● the reason that you asked ACC to carry out a review of your request
● the reason why you are not satisfied with ACC's review outcome decision
 
The Commissioner will contact ACC and invite its comments on your application.  Thereafter (if no settlement has meantime
been reached), the Commissioner must reach a decision within 4 months of receiving your application, or within such other
period as is reasonable.  You will receive written notice of the outcome of the Commissioner’s decision.
 
Should you wish to appeal against the Scottish Information Commissioner's decision, there is an appeal to the Court of
Session on a point of law only. Any such appeal must be made within 42 days after the date of the decision has been
issued.
 
 
Information Compliance Team
Communications and Promotion
Office of Chief Executive
Aberdeen City Council
Room 1-24
Town House
Broad Street
ABERDEEN AB10 1AQ

foienquiries@aberdeencity.gov.uk 
01224 523827/523602

Tel 03000 200 292
 
*03000 numbers are free to call if you have free minutes  included in your mobile call plan
Calls from BT landlines will be charged at the local call rate of  10 24p per minute (the same as 01224s)

www.aberdeencity.gov.uk
 




