
EMAIL RESPONSES TO STATUTORY CONSULTATION
FOR GREENBRAE AND SCOTSTOWN SCHOOLS

2/12/13

I am writing to you in regards to the proposal to rezone the northwest part of
Scotstown School catchment area to Greenbrae School, and consequently from
Bridge of Don Academy to Oldmachar Academy.

I was unfortunately not able to attend the consultation meeting on Monday 18th
November at Braehead school which was disappointing, but I understand a few brief
points from someone who attended on the night.

I can only speak from my current position and current experience as a Parent of a
new P1 pupil at Greenbrae School. I find that the current classroom size and number
of pupils are almost if not already at maximum capacity in terms of space and
numbers for teaching. There would currently be no safe and logical 'actual' room to
include an extra number of pupils, (the number having been suggested to me being
between 150-200 children -which seems an incredibly high number in such a small
school.)This has both health and safety implications for the children, and for the staff.

The idea of an extension to Greenbrae School has been mentioned, but is this idea a
definite reality? as I fear due to a lack of money this idea will not be firmly
guaranteed, therefore stopping it from ever become a reality. Adding extra children
to an already small school with very limited resources will stretch those resources
even further. Is there any (appropriate) monies allocated to increasing the general
resources, staff support, teaching presence and safe structural space? Is it sufficient.

I see that there are a number of new housing developments that have already been
agreed and started in Bridge of Don, the nearest one to ourselves being the large
development opposite the Mill of Mundurno site.

If the School is already running at a high capacity level,(Our child's P1 class has 24
pupils and the maximum number allowed is 25) then we would need to see real facts
and figures for increased space i.e a decent sized extension, real monetary support
for adequate and safe resources and support, and extra staff (the school are
currently advertising for vacant posts due to 3 recent departures), and a guarantee
that there will be the least and minimal amount of disruption to the current pupil /
staff levels of learning and development, if the changes went ahead.

If there was no guarantee of any of the above being in place, then I would be
absolutely against any potential rezoning of Primary pupils from the northwest area
of Scotstown to Greenbrae. Thank you.

Yours sincerely

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------



12/12/13

Whilst we can appreciate why the rezoning is being proposed, in particular to
account for the new housing development at the bottom of Dubford/Seaview, we do
have reservations with regards to the timing of an extension to Greenbrae School.

The consultation document states that with the current school roll of 162 that the
school can accommodate an additional 50 pupils before an extension is required.

While this may be the case, maximum class sizes and using areas in the school
currently dedicated to PC or library facilities is not something that the parent forum
would support.

The Parent Council would be keen for work on a permanent extension to begin as
soon as possible and obviously would not be satisfied with temporary
accommodation (i.e. portacabins) being used as the school will also need additional
dining and gym hall facilities as these are under pressure at present.

We would also welcome a traffic survey of the surrounding roads, in particular, of
Greenbrae Crescent itself to evaluate the impact additional pupils being driven to
school would have on the traffic situation at key times during the day, i.e. drop off
and pick up times.

In conclusion, whilst the Greenbrae Parent Council does not have any major
objection to the rezoning proposal, we want to ensure that the school is extended
appropriately and at the right time, not only for the educational benefit of current
pupils, but also for new pupils. The school achieved excellent inspection results last
year and the Parent Council want these high standards and achievements to be
retained.

The Greenbrae Parent Council would appreciate being kept informed at regular
periods during the decision making process.

Thank you.

_____________________________________

13/12/13

Dear Sir/ Madam,

I am writing to you in regards to the proposal to rezone the northwest part of
Scotstown School catchment area to Greenbrae School, and consequently from
Bridge of Don Academy to Oldmachar Academy.

I was unfortunately not able to attend the consultation meeting on Monday 18th
November at Braehead School which was disappointing, but I understand a few brief
points from someone who attended on the night.



I can only speak from my current position and current experience as a Parent of a
new P1 pupil at Greenbrae School. I find that the current classroom size and number
of pupils are almost if not already at maximum capacity in terms of space and
numbers for teaching. There would currently be no safe and logical 'actual' room to
include an extra number of pupils, (the number having been suggested to me being
between 150 - 200 children - which seems an incredibly high number in such a small
school.) This has both health and safety implications for the children, and for the
staff.

The idea of an extension to Greenbrae School has been mentioned, but is this idea a
definite reality? If it is I would like to see the plans for this as you must if you are
planning extending class numbers already have these plans in progress.

If you don't the proposal to increase the number of children attending is nothing short
of a ridiculous lack of forward planning.

Could you direct me to the plans by email please. Adding extra children to an
already small school with very limited resources will stretch those resources even
further. Is there any (appropriate) monies allocated to increasing the general
resources, staff support, teaching presence and safe structural space? Is it
sufficient?

I see that there are a number of new housing developments that have already been
agreed and started in Bridge of Don, the nearest one to ourselves being the large
development opposite the Mill of Mundurno site.

If the school is already running at a high capacity level,(Our child's P1 class has 24
pupils and the maximum number allowed is 25) then we would need to see real facts
and figures for increased space i.e a decent sized extension, real monetary support
for adequate and safe resources and support, and extra staff (the school are
currently advertising for vacant posts due to 3 recent departures), and a guarantee
that there will be the least and minimal amount of disruption to the current pupil /
staff levels of learning and development, if the changes went ahead.

If there was no guarantee of any of the above being in place, then I would be
absolutely against any potential rezoning of Primary pupils from the northwest area
of Scotstown to Greenbrae.

I again ask you to direct me to the plans to extend the school.

Yours sincerely,

----------------------------------------------------------



17/12/14

I am writing to highlight cause for concern over the proposed catchment area re-
zoning of Greenbrae school.

The consultation document highlights the need for extra facilities to cope with the
increased number of children attending Greenbrae school as a result of these
changes. However, it also states that the if the zone changes are approved they
would take effect for the start of the 2014\15 school year, then later within the
document it is stated that any facility or building works would not take place until
2016\17. I would like to know where you intend to "fit" an extra 165 children without
loss of or detriment to the education that you are obliged to provide until the extra
works have been completed? I do not think that utilising the gym or canteen area is
appropriate or acceptable. If this were to happen, I would be sure that the
local\national media would be keen to hear our case as parents - as we have
highlighted the issue to the appropriate authorities during this consultation process.

As with all things at a local council level, I would urge you to consider if you would be
happy with your child recieving an education in a sub-standard, noisy, crowded and
uncontrollable environment?

If you have recieved few replies to this consultation it should not be taken as a mute
agreement by the parents of Greenbrae School, it is more likely to be due to you
attempting to hide the fact that the new buildings would not be built immediately
within the consultation document (There is only one sentence that references this on
Page 38).

I would be happy to engage with any member\employee of Aberdeen City Council on
this matter to further discuss the point,

_____________________________________________________________

17/12/14

Having had 2 children go through Greenbrae the eldest now being 19, I currently
have my youngest child age 6 attending the school. I have seen a number of
changes over the years and my middle child was the first intake at the school
nursery after the extension was completed, that extension was never big enough for
the current catchment area and now you want to widen the catchment area and not
extend again! It's just impossible and the effect it would have on the school and the
education of the pupils, who are the important ones and the future generations would
be astronomical.

___________________________________________________________________



17/12/14

Dear Sir/Madam,
I would like to ask some final points to be clarified with having recently re-read

the Greenbrae school re-zoning Public Consultation Document.
I agree that (P.10 paragraph 2.2)

"Aberdeen's pupils and teachers should have school buildings fit for the 21st
Century". Can the

Council please clarify that a)there will be a definite legal document written up to
guarantee the

plans for new extensions to be built at the Greenbrae school site? and a definite
date given for

when this will take place? And confirmation that definite allocated,(and set aside)
monies can be

guaranteed from the council to match the money offered by the developer of the
Dubford Housing

site, to complete this.
b)Please could we have details of how big will these actual extensions will be? i.e
dimensions, materials, expected longevity.Who will get to approve these buildings for
actual suitability.
c) What materials these extensions will be made out of i.e bricks.
d) Can the council guarantee that at no time temporary accomodation will be used i.e
portacabins?
e) How and exactly when they will be built onto the existing structure of the main
school building.Will it be in term time or during the summer holidays, and of what
year(s)? and time-scale,
f) Where the 4 proposed extensions will be, i.e extend onto the grass area at the
front or to the side of the school? or onto the concrete playground area at the back of
the school, and the exact dimensions.
g)What proposals the council has for extending the dining room area and facilities in
an already busy cramped dining room area.Will extra dining room /kitchen catering
staff be employed to cover the extra pupil numbers?
h)What the detailed proposals are surrounding updating the gym.

On page 11 in paragraph 2.2 it states that another programme objective is to
"modernise service delivery to ensure that there is appropriate investment in
staff,equipment and accomodation.

How much investment does this equate to at Greenbrae on a monetary level? or on
a guarantee of extra resources level, or show a commitment to provide good levels
of staffing.



Please could the council clarify the point on page 12 in paragraph 2.5 it states that
"as the number of pupils affected by this proposal is small, in the order of ten to
twelve in the primary..it is not anticipated that there will be any significant financial
impact". However I would ask for clarification of this please, broken down into new
building costs, new staffing costs from teachers,also including kitchen and cleaning
staff, extra pupil and staff resources.Thank you.

Little financial impact suggests that there will be little or no significant structural
improvement or changes to the function and use of the Greenbrae building, staff or
given extra resources.

What would be the proposed Suitability rating for Greenbrae school once the
developments and extension have gone ahead? paragraph 2.6.1
Can the council guarantee that there will be no disruption to pupils well-being, health
and safety and actual classroom size and space shrinking at any point in this
process.

Can the council discuss the implications of child safety surrounding the access to the
school along Greenbrae Crescent if the proposed increase in pupil numbers goes
ahead with specific reference to an increase in traffic congestion.

Have the council got a plan that if the significant projected numbers of children
proposed to come to Greenbrae within the new zoning area proposal did not, (for
any reason) materialise to the full numbers, then part / or all of the extensions would
not go ahead as planned?

In this case the educational benefits mentioned in your legislative requirements on
p.4 Paragraph 1.2 would not be met in the case of smaller classroom spaces and
more pupils and less available resources, and this would not be viable.
Many thanks. I look forward to hearing a reply.
_______________________________________________

18/12/14

Having read the the consultation document I can understand why the rezoning of
some Scotstown school pupils to Greenbrae school would be required. I would,
however, hope that firm assurances would be given that the necessary extension is
undertaken to Greenbrae to accommodate the proposed extra 120 pupils. Adding
four or five class rooms (eg temporary cabins) does not extend and the size of the
gym hall, cafeteria area etc, that would undoubtably need extended given the
significant increase to the school role. I would also worry that the additiaonal space
would not be made available as a matter of priority, therefore leaving the school in a
period of overcrowding.

I have some concern as to how the extension will take place without disturbing the
childrens ongoing education. Would the proposal be to have the children remain in
school whilst refurbishments are taking place or move them out to temporary
accommodation?



Also in addition, the surrounding road infrastructure would need to be considered as
there is already a high volume of traffic at school pick up and drop off times which
can, at times, cause congestion.

Whilst I am in agreement that the rezoning is necessary, I believe that the above
issues should be considered and hope that my questions can be answered and
some assurances given that there will be minimal distruption to the children and that
they continue to have adequate space to learn safely not only within the school
building but the outdoor play areas also.

_______________________________________________________

18/12/14

As a town planner for Aberdeenshire council I understand the need to accommodate
children within school. However I do not think greenbrae can accommodate
additional housing as it is now.

Greenbrae is a small school with limited facilities and playground size. There is
nowhere to accommodate an addition 165 children. Accommodating them in modular
building just simply isn't good enough. They are cold and segregate those classes
from the rest of the school. If not modular building, how will the additional children be
accommodated?

Secondly, the school has failed to replace teachers over the past few years. My
child's teacher left last year and my daughter had several teachers including the
head teacher, deputy head and the schools nursery teacher before a temp teacher
was found, which took several months. The same has happened this year again.
How can the school take additional children when it can't keep the teachers they
have and as a result spreading the existing teachers more thinly. there is nothing in
place to prevent teachers leaving in the middle of terms, which is completely unfair.
My child is suffering as a result.

My daughter also requires support for learning, to which greenbrae has no base or
specific teacher. To put any additional children to a school that can't provide support
for existing children doesn't make sense and puts further stress on the little facilities
and resources they do have.

I don't mind my chins being in a larger school, but you must provide a purpose build
facility before the addition children are moved in. Ideally the entire school needs to
be replace. Alternatively a proper extension to school is necessary.

The parking/ drop off facilities at greenbrae is a joke. ideally all children would walk
to school. However with the majority of parents working, dropping children by car as
the school then driving to work is common. The current road system is a mess. With
you taking more children from further a field is going to result in more problems. The
road needs to be looked at. I suggest a time limited one way system/ drop off
system. I stress time limited from 8.45 to 9.10am and 3pm to 3.30pm monday to
Friday.


