
Creation of New Grandhome Zone from Brimmond Zone

Email Submissions

28/8/14 - Comment

As a concerned Bridge of Don resident and parent of children growing up in the
Bridge of Don, I thought that I should voice my concerns over parts of the proposal to
set up a new zone for the Grandhome development which are covered in the two
proposals namely - rezone ground within both Middleton Park and Brimmond zones
to a new zone to be created to serve primary education provision in the Grandhome
development, with effect from August 2015.

I was actively involved in the consultation process to close Middleton Park and
Glashieburn and understand the consequences of the Grandhome development but
what I can't understand is why there is a consultation to change the zoning of the
development land but there does not appear to be any consultation with Danestone,
Middleton Park or any of the nearby schools of the consequences of this
development on the local school roll. The extract from the consultations as below
suggests that the children from the Grandhome development will be educated in
Danestone school until such time as there are sufficient pupil numbers to warrant a
new school. What exactly does this mean - how much children does the council
intend to pack into Danestone? Will Danestone become the next BURST
PRIMARY? Surely the council should have assurances from the developers before
any houses are built/approved that a school will be built before x number of children
are housed in the development and the school is built well in advance of Danestone
BURSTING. This development will also impact on Oldmachar academy - when will
the council start to plan for a new secondary school - once Oldmachar is BURST
too?

Can you let me know when all stakeholders in the Oldmachar school group will
become involved in this process and why they haven't been directly involved in this
Rezoning or allocation to Danestone because the implications of a BURST
PRIMARY or ACADEMY could be detrimental to our children's education. I know
that the PC of both Middleton Park and Glashieburn both offered to work with the
Council for the benefit of the children for any future plans for education in the Bridge
of Don.

I'm also concerned that there is also substantial housing development on going in
Bridge of Don at the moment with potentially more in the pipeline, ie AECC site, etc
and with no concrete plans for any new schools or extensions of schools that I am
aware of. This coupled with this massive Grandhome development will have a
significant impact on all schools within the Bridge of Don and there appears to be a
lack of forward planning in terms of the Bridge of Don school estate given the current
and future housing developments. The schools estate planning in 2012/13 provides
a brief overview of the Oldmachar and Bridge of Don ASG plans but I'm not sure if all
of these developments were incorporated or more interestingly if the capacities of all
schools actually do reflect the space required for effective learning under THE



Curriculum for Excellence, ie can each of the schools really educate that much more
children? I think we proved during the Glashieburn/Middleton Park closure
consultation that the capacity figures for Glashieburn are over estimated and this
was backed up by comments from HMIe and the fact the the council officers
admitted that they would need to spend huge amounts of cash to reconfiguration the
school to operate at capacity. Given that most of the Oldmachar ASG primaries are
configured in a similar manner to Glashieburn, are all our schools unable to operate
at their published capacities? So do we really have enough capacity to cope with all
of these developments? If not what is the council doing about it?

Thanks for reading my emails and I do hope that you can help to protect the
education of the children of Bridge of Don. I'm happy to discuss any of the above
with you and look forward to hearing your views on the above too.

Thanks again,

4. PARAGRAPH 1.7 OF MIDDLETON PARK AND BRIMMOND
CONSULTATION

"Should the proposal be approved by the Education, Culture and Sport
Committee following this public consultation it is recommended that prior to
the opening of the first primary school in the Grandhome development
children of nursery and primary school age will be educated in Danestone
School until such time as there are sufficient pupil numbers to warrant a new
school. "

---------------------------------------------------------------------

3/9/14 – Council Reply

Many thanks for your e-mail on the recently issued Proposal Documents which was
forwarded to me by Cllr Stuart. In response to the points you raise, I hope that you
will find the following comments to be helpful.

It is proposed to rezone ground currently within the Brimmond School and
Danestone School zones and to create a new zone for the Grandhome development.
This concept was outlined in the report to the Education, Culture and Sport
Committee of 7 February 2013 as part of the Review of the Primary School Estate.
As the current proposal affect the primary school zones for Brimmond School and
Middleton Park School this is why we have restricted the consultation proposal to the
stakeholders of these establishments.

Officers from the Council have been negotiating with the Grandhome developer on
the level of financial, land contribution required for new schools in the area and the
timing of the new school opening. These discussions will form a key element of the
legal agreement which will be drawn up between the developer and the Council. The
first primary school at Grandhome will be operational well before the capacity at



Danestone School is at or near capacity. The statement within the Proposal
Document was to indicate to consultees that until there is a viable school population
in the Grandhome community the children would temporarily be educated at
Danestone School, which has sufficient capacity, before then transferring to a
primary school in Grandhome. There is also no intention that the development of a
new secondary school will be delayed until Oldmachar Academy’s capacity is under
pressure. The creation of a new secondary school zone and its development will be
consulted upon at the appropriate time with all stakeholders.

The Council monitors its schools’ capacities against current and projected rolls on an
annual basis. This exercise starts when the pupil census data is collected each
September and includes data on birth rates, migration into and out of each school
zone and the number of new houses which are projected to be constructed in each
school zone. The results of this work is reported by January each year and allows
officers to strategically plan where the school estate needs to be enhanced.

At this stage there has been no planning approved for a residential development at
the current AECC site, however I have been liaising with officers form a number of
services within the Council to determine what the impact may be for both primary
and secondary school capacities. As plans for this scheme are developed, I will be
working on behalf of the Council to ensure that we have sufficient capacity to
accommodate future children. This work may result in developers being asked to
contribute to a school extension or new school, where appropriate.

I hope these comments are helpful but if you require any further information please
let me know.

Yours sincerely

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

18/9/14 - Comment

Thank you very much for replying to my email and so promptly.

Your second paragraph refers to the Rezoning of Brimmond and Danestone but I
think it should read Brimmond and Middleton Park? I understand that these
consultations affect the primary zones of Brimmond and Middleton Park but it also
impacts on Danestone school as the children of the initial phases of this new zone
"will be educated in Danestone school until such time as there are sufficient pupil
numbers to warrant a new school". I cannot get my head round why Danestone
shouldn't be consulted? - and why the surrounding schools will not be consulted on
the consequences of this whole development and it's impact on the local schools.



My fear also is that the current capacity of Danestone, alike that of Glashieburn, is
overstated as the capacity figures were calculated before the CfE was incorporated
into our schools. Is there a proposal to revisit these capacities now that the CfE is
fully implemented in each school and we have a better understanding of the space
required for active learning. These capacity figures are seen as a benchmark for
whether schools are full or not. This was a definite criticism of the
Glashieburn/Middleton Park consultation - the council had not considered properly
how they could actually fit all the children into the building they just used its
published capacity figure- was the capacity overstatement not tested here? Really
sorry to keep harping on about this but I think this is crucial - the capacity figures
whether right or wrong are an estimate but once in black and white are taken as
definitive of how many children can be fitted into a school and when big decisions
are being made such as how much children can you fit into Danestone or let's close
Middleton Park because it looks like Glashieburn has a gap between its roll and
capacity?

I appreciate that the ACC officers review school rolls annually but I feel that there
lacks a long term plan for the Bridge of Don area given all the current developments.

How will ACC monitor housing on Grandhome in time to build a school before
Danestone and surrounding schools are Burst?

Do you have an update on the proposed extension of Greenbrae which was to allow
that school to cope with the new housing at Dubford? I am concerned that should
the extension be delayed at this school, there are likely to be knock on affects for
other local schools such as Glashieburn.

As you can probably tell, I wouldn't want any other parent to go through the sheer
pain of a full scale consultation which lasted 11 months alike the Middleton Park and
Glashieburn one - we felt that it could have been avoided if an informal process was
undertaken by discussing the issues and potential solutions with all stakeholders
(ACC officers, parents, teachers, SMT, community councils, local councillors, etc)
upfront. Both Middleton Park and Glashieburn parents have also offered to be
involved in any decision which could impact on our schools if that would be useful.

Thanks again for reading this far.


