
 

 
 

 
 

CONSULTATION REPORT 
 
on the proposal by Aberdeen City Council to rezone ground to the north 
and east of the River Don currently within the Brimmond School zone to a 
new zone to be created to serve primary education provision in the 
Grandhome development, with effect from August 2015. 

 
1. METHODOLOGY 

 
This consultation was conducted in accordance with the Schools (Consultation) 
(Scotland) Act, 2010 and the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014. All 
requirements of the legislation were met or exceeded.  

 
2. INVOLVEMENT OF STAKEHOLDERS 
 
(a) Public Events 
 
Two public consultations event were held to discuss the re-zoning proposal and 
its impact on Brimmond School. As no individuals attended the first meeting on 
23 September, a further meeting was organised for 1 October 2014.  

 
The number of attendees who signed in at the public meeting was: 

 

Date Time Venue 
Number of Recorded 

Attendees 

23 September  
2014  

7-8.30pm Brimmond School 

No attendees other 
than Council officers 
and school 
management. 

1 October 2014 7-8.30pm Brimmond School 

No attendees other 
than Council officers 
and school 
management. 

 



(b) Further Engagement 
 
Officers from Education and Children’s Services also attended a meeting of the 
Brimmond School Parent Council on 6 October 2014, to discuss the proposal and 
wider education impact of the proposal. Those in attendance at the meeting 
broadly seemed in favour of the rezoning proposal.   
 
(c) Comments Received 
 
The following written submissions were received: 

 

Format Number of submissions 

Email 1 

Written 0 

Comment Cards 0 

 
(d) Issues Raised 
 
Public Meetings – 23 September 2014 & 1 October 2014 
 
No individuals attended either public meeting. 
 
Parent Councils 
 
No response was received from the Parent Council of Brimmond School.    
 
Individuals 
 
One e-mailed response was received from a Bridge of Don resident and parent 
which had also been sent to the 4 local Elected Members. 
 
The submission commented on the lack of clarity regarding the Council’s 
approach to consultation on schooling in the Bridge of Don community. One 
example of this was the perceived lack of thought that officers showed towards 
possible over-crowding at primary schools in the area and Old Machar Academy. 
Further comment focused on the significant impact that the Grandhome 
development would have on school rolls across the Bridge of Don area and the 
further impact of additional housing developments.    
 
The response comments on the ability of schools in Bridge of Don to cope with 
additional pupils and adds that the author is unaware of any future new build or 
school extensions in the Bridge of Don area, asking what the Council intended to 
do to address the capacity issue.. 
 
Education Scotland Report 
 
 In its report Education Scotland state that the proposal to rezone the Brimmond 
School zone and create a zone for the Grandhome Estate development has the 
potential to deliver positive educational benefits.  
 



Education Scotland also comment that in this Consultation Report the Council 
should clarify the interim arrangements for educating children resident in the 
Grandhome Estate development prior to the opening of the first scheduled 
primary school. Comment on this particular aspect is provided in Section 3 of this 
document.  
 
3.  THE COUNCIL’S RESPONSE TO ISSUES RAISED DURING THE 

CONSULTATION PERIOD AND CONTINED WITHIN THE EDUCATION 
SCOTLAND REPORT 

 
Individual Responses    
 
In developing the proposal to rezone Brimmond School’s zone and create a 
separate zone for the Grandhome Estate development, officers have taken a 
medium to long term view of the need to create additional capacity within the 
primary schools in the Bridge of Don community. Key elements of this work are 
the decision to extend and refurbish Greenbrae School to account for the 
increased pupil roll arising from the Dubford/Murcar developments. Further, 
negotiations with the developer at Grandhome Estate will result in two new 
primary schools and a new secondary school being constructed. 
 
Should further residential developments be forthcoming in the Bridge of Don area, 
contributions will be sought where required to increase the capacity of the school 
estate.        
 
Education Scotland 
 
As the Grandhome Estate is developed it is the recommendation of officers that 
the initial children resident in the area will have their pre-school and primary 
education provided at Danestone School. The rationale for this recommendation is 
that there is projected to be sufficient capacity within Danestone School and it is in 
relative proximity to the Grandhome Estate and this arrangement would last until 
the first primary school in Grandhome is complete. 
 
Officers will liaise with the staff and parents of Danestone School to ensure that 
the school benefits from these temporary arrangements and there is no loss of 
education provision to the existing pupils of Danestone School. 
 
The exact timing of the first pupil arriving or when the Grandhome pupil cohort 
may enter a new primary school can only be determined with any degree of 
accuracy once final plans for the development are lodged for approval with the 
Planning Committee and a build rate is established. Officers from Education and 
Children’s Services will, as a matter of course, monitor the impact of the 
development on the numbers of school aged pupils, both primary and secondary.      
 
4.  ALLEGED OMISSIONS OF RELEVANT INFORMATION AND ALLEGED 

INACCURACIES CONTAINED WITHIN THE PROPOSAL DOCUMENT 
 
No responses asserting allegations of omissions or inaccuracies within the 
Proposal Document were received during the consultation period. 
 



5. COMPLIANCE WITH SECTION 9(1) OF THE SCHOOLS 
(CONSULTATION) (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010 AND CONSIDERATION OF 
THE PROPOSALS 

 
Following the conclusion of the consultation period, Section 9(1) of the Schools 
(Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010, requires the Council to review the relevant 
proposal, having had regard to the written representations that have been 
received by it during the consultation period and Education Scotland’s report. 
 
In terms of Section 10(2) (e) of the said Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 
2010 the Consultation Report requires to contain a statement explaining how the 
Council complied with its duty under the above Section 9(1) of the Act. 
 
With relation to Section 9(1) of the 2010 Act and having considered all of the 
information received during the consultation process, officers are satisfied that no 
comments have been received which would have caused them to review the 
merits of the proposal to rezone ground to the north and east of the River Don 
currently within the Brimmond School zone to a new zone to be created to serve 
primary education provision in the Grandhome development, with effect from 
August 2015. 
 
6. RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the Education and Children’s Services Committee agree: 
 

(i) To implement the proposal to rezone ground to the north and east of the 
River Don currently within the Brimmond School zone to a new zone to 
be created to serve primary education provision in the Grandhome 
development, with effect from August 2015. 

 
 
Gayle Gorman 
Director of Education and Children’s Services 
February 2014 
 

 



ANNEX A 
 

REPORT FROM EDUCATION SCOTLAND 
 
Report by Education Scotland addressing educational aspects of the 
proposal by Aberdeen City Council to rezone an area currently within the 
Brimmond School zone to a new zone being created to serve primary 
education in a new development to the north and east of the River Don. 
 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 This report from Education Scotland has been prepared by HM Inspectors 

in accordance with the terms of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 
2010 and the amendments contained in the Children and Young People 
(Scotland) Act 2014. The purpose of the report is to provide an independent 
and impartial consideration of Aberdeen City Council’s proposal to rezone a 
part of Brimmond School’s catchment area which lies to the north and east 
of the River Don to a new zone being created to serve primary education in 
the Grandhome development, with effect from August 2015. Section 2 of 
the report sets out brief details of the consultation process. Section 3 of the 
report sets out HM Inspectors’ consideration of the educational aspects of 
the proposal, including significant views expressed by consultees. Section 4 
summarises HM Inspectors’ overall view of the proposal. 

 
Upon receipt of this report, the Act requires the council to consider it and 
then prepare its final consultation report. The council’s final consultation 
report should include a copy of this report and must contain an explanation 
of how, in finalising the proposal, it has reviewed the initial proposal, 
including a summary of points raised during the consultation process and 
the council’s response to them. The council has to publish its final 
consultation report three weeks before it takes its final decision. 

 
Where a council is proposing to close a school, it needs to follow all 
legislative obligations set out in the 2010 Act, including notifying Ministers 
within six working days of making its final decision and explaining to 
consultees the opportunity they have to make representations to Ministers. 

 
1.2x HM Inspectors considered: 
 

 the likely effects of the proposal for children and young people of the 
school; any other users; children likely to become pupils within two 
years of the date of publication of the proposal paper; and other children 
and young people in the council area; 

 any other likely effects of the proposal; 

 how the council intends to minimise or avoid any adverse effects that 
may arise from the proposal; and 

 the educational benefits the council believes will result from 
implementation of the proposal, and the council’s reasons for coming to 
these beliefs. 

 
1.3 In preparing this report, HM Inspectors undertook the following activities: 



 consideration of all relevant documentation provided by the council 
in relation to the proposal, specifically the educational benefits 
statement and related consultation documents, written and oral 
submissions from parents and others; and 

 visits to the site of Brimmond School and Danestone School, 
including discussion with relevant consultees. 

 
2. Consultation Process 
 
2.1 Aberdeen City Council undertook the consultation on its proposal with 

reference to the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010 and the 
amendments in the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014. The 
council proposes to rezone part of the catchment area of Brimmond School. 
This area, lying to the north and east of the River Don, would become part 
of a new zone which is being created to serve primary education following 
the planned, significant housing development in the Grandhome Estate. 
Until such time as a new school is built in this area, children of nursery or 
primary school age living in the area would attend Danestone School. 

 
2.2 The formal consultation on the proposal under the terms of the Schools 

(Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010 and the amendments in the Children 
and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014 ran from 25 August to 10 October 
2014. Parents of children attending Brimmond School were informed about 
the proposal by letter with further information available on the council’s 
website. There were no attendees at a public meeting held on 1 October 
2014. One written submission was received by the council. 

 
3. Educational Aspects of Proposal 
 
3.1 There are currently no children attending Brimmond School from the area 

which would be rezoned should the proposal go ahead. Information 
provided by the council about the planned housing development in the 
Grandhome Estate indicates that new houses would not be constructed 
before 2021. Consequently, children who currently attend Brimmond School 
would not be affected by this proposal. 

 
3.2 From 2021, a projection of an additional 700 houses within the Grandhome 

Estate development would lead to an estimated rise of around 245 children 
attending Brimmond School. The proposal will assist the council in 
managing the school roll at Brimmond School over coming years, reducing 
any problems related to over capacity. Children who will live in the 
Grandhome Estate development will benefit from attending a local school, 
with their peers, without the need for travelling significantly further to 
Brimmond School and the consequent potential reduction in opportunities 
for them to attend out-of-hours activities. 

 
3.3 Parents and staff at Brimmond School, who met with HM Inspectors, 

support the proposal, believing that it will help to address projected 
increases in the school roll. 

 



3.4 The council’s proposal will further encourage Brimmond School, which was 
itself recently formed through the amalgamation of two nearby schools, to 
develop strong links within a geographically closer and more distinct 
surrounding community. 

 
3.5 Should the proposal go ahead, the council recommends that children, of 

nursery and primary ages, living in the Grandhome Estate development 
would initially attend Danestone School until there are sufficient numbers to 
warrant a new school. Parents of children at Danestone School, who met 
with HM Inspectors, were positive about the proposal. The council needs to 
clarify further its plans regarding any changes to zoning arrangements for 
Danestone School. In doing so, it should outline its plans to ensure that 
children travelling to Danestone from the Grandhome Estate development 
can do so safely. 

 
3.6 Children at both Brimmond School and Danestone School are unlikely to be 

directly affected by this proposal. Nevertheless, children at both schools 
expressed broad support. Those at Danestone School felt that more 
children in the future would help to enhance children’s learning activities. 

 
4. Summary 

 
The proposal to rezone a part of Brimmond School’s catchment area which 
lies to the north and east of the River Don to a new zone being created to 
serve primary education in the proposed Grandhome Estate development, 
with effect from August 2015, has the potential to bring educational benefits 
to the children who will attend Brimmond School and to those children who 
will live in the Grandhome Estate development. Almost all of those who 
responded to the consultation or met with HM Inspectors supported the 
proposal. In its final consultation report the council needs to clarify further 
its recommendation that children living in the Grandhome Estate 
development would initially attend Danestone School. In doing this, it 
should consider any planned changes to zoning arrangements at 
Danestone School. 

 
 
HM Inspectors 
Education Scotland 
October 2014 



 


