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Dear 
 
Thank you for your information request of 10 November 2016.  Aberdeen City Council (ACC) has
completed the necessary search for the information requested. Please accept our apologies for the
delay in responding to your request.
 
Under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 I would like to request the following: 
 

1)      The number of weapons which have been confiscated by schools in the past three years -
it would be useful if you could provide figures to when this request is submitted.

 
a)      If possible could this information be broken down by year, and show whether the

weapon has been seized in a primary or high school.
 

b)     Could you also provide details of the weapons, who had them and if they were used.
 
Please note; the term weapon is can be used to represent common everyday objects, not designed
to be used as a weapon, but which have been used in an incident. Examples have included a water
bottle, wooden block, and toys
 
In response to the questions above, ACC is unable to provide you with the number of pupils found in
possession of a weapon as the cost of providing it has been calculated as being in excess of the
statutory maximum (£600).
 
Although we predict that incidents of this nature are rare, we are unable to accurately determine
how many pupils have been found in possession of a weapon as this information is not recorded on a
central database. Not all such incidents result in expulsion and we would have to manually examine
individual pupil files in order to determine if that child had ever been found in possession of a
weapon.
 
This would be a significantly time consuming task. For example, the process of examining the files of
1 secondary school with an average of 729 pupils, would take 1 ACC officer 10 minutes per file to find
the information requested for the 2015-2016 academic year. This has been calculated as taking
approximately 121.5 hours, at the cost of £1,822.50 in total. As there are 12 secondary schools in the
local authority area, it has been calculated that providing the requested information for all of these
schools would be an approximate total cost of £21,870.
 
In order to comply with its obligations under the terms of Section 16 of the FOISA, ACC hereby give
notice that we are refusing your request under the terms of Section 12 - Excessive Cost of
Compliance - of the FOISA.
 
ACC would be happy to discuss ways in which you may refine your request, so we can provide some
information of interest to you within the maximum cost limits. Please do contact the Information
Compliance team, who will be happy to advise you, if this is something you would like to pursue.
 



Under our duty to provide advice and assistance, we would like to advise that ACC has recently
approved an ‘Anti-Weapon/Knife Crime strategy’ which will include recording and reporting
arrangements in schools going forward.
 
http://committees.aberdeencity.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=504&MId=3885&Ver=4
 

2)      How many times in the past three years police have been called to schools due to
weapons thought to be or being present in schools- or threats of weapons.

 
2014/2015 - less than 5
2015/2016 - less than 5
2016 - to present - less than 5
 
Please note that if the number is greater than 0 but less or equal to 5 then the specific numbers have
not been provided as such low numbers could be misleading or lead to identification of individuals.
                       
 
As such, ACC is unable to provide you with this information as it is exempt from disclosure.  In order
to comply with its obligations under the terms of Section 16 of the FOISA, ACC hereby gives notice
that we are refusing your request under the terms of Section 38(1)(b) in conjunction with 38(2)(a)(i)
– Personal Information - of the FOISA.
 
In making this decision ACC considered the following points:
 
ACC is of the opinion that Section 38(1)(b) applies to the information specified above as the
information in question is personal information relating to living individual(s), of which the applicant
is not the data subject.  ACC is of the view that disclosing exact numbers could enable the
individual(s) involved to be identified.
 
ACC is of the opinion that Section 38(2)(a)(i) applies, as we consider that disclosure of this
information would be a breach of the first Data Protection Principle (that personal information must
be processed fairly and lawfully). The individual(s) have not consented to the disclosure of their
information, and ACC does not consider that they would expect ACC to release this information
about them into the public domain under the FOISA.
 

3)      The number of pupils who have been suspended/excluded (please state which) in the last
three years for being found to have/threatening to use/using a weapon in school.

 
Terminology for school exclusions is set in the Scottish Government Data Specification for Absence,
Attendance and Exclusions.  Permanent exclusions would be recorded as Removed from Register.

 
The figures provided in Table 1 below are based on the following Incident Types and Codes in Table
1b which are in the Scottish Government Data Specification for Absence, Attendance and Exclusions. 
It should also be noted that pupil exclusions can have one or more reasons for the exclusion
therefore figures calculated by specific Incident Types are not directly comparable.
 

 
Table 1: Number of pupils excluded for  physical assault using weapon/improvised weapon or
for threat of physical violence using weapon/improvised weapon (All Schools)
Academic Year Number of pupils
2013-2014 53



2014-2015 45
2015-2016 45

 
Table 1b -  Incident Types and Codes
Code Description
62 Physical assault using weapon against pupil
63 Physical assault using weapon against staff
64 Physical assault using improvised weapon against pupil
65 Physical assault using improvised weapon against staff
74 Threat of physical violence using weapon or improvised weapon, against pupil
75 Threat of physical violence using weapon or improvised weapon, against staff

 
 
We hope this helps with your request.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
Nicky Leiper
Information Compliance Officer
 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE HANDLING OF YOUR REQUEST
 
ACC handled your request for information in accordance with the provisions of the Freedom of
Information (Scotland) Act 2002. Please refer to the attached PDF for more information about your
rights under FOISA.
 
 
Information Compliance Team
Communications and Promotion
Office of Chief Executive
Aberdeen City Council
Room 1-24
Town House
Broad Street
ABERDEEN AB10 1AQ

foienquiries@aberdeencity.gov.uk 
01224 523827/523602

Tel 03000 200 292
 
*03000 numbers are free to call if you have ‘free minutes’ included in your mobile call plan.
Calls from BT landlines will be charged at the local call rate of 10.24p per minute (the same as
01224s).

www.aberdeencity.gov.uk
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 




