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Dear 
 
Thank you for your information request of 9 February 2016.  Aberdeen City Council (ACC) has
completed the necessary search for the information requested.

 
Under the Freedom of Information Act I would like to request the following information:
 
1. The number of complaints or allegations you have received, or been notified of, relating to
the sexual abuse of a child or children on the premises of a Madrassa or Mosque in the
following calendar years a) 2015 and b) 2016 so far.
 
2. For each allegation in question 1, please state:
a) whether it was investigated and if so how,
b) whether the police became involved,
c) whether there was a full criminal inquiry,
d) whether there was a prosecution,
e) the details of any disciplinary action taken against individuals concerned,
f) and if the matter was not pursued, please provide the reasons why and information on the
ultimate outcome of each matter.
 
ACC is unable to provide you with information on The number of complaints or allegations you
have received, or been notified of, relating to the sexual abuse of a child or children on the
premises of a Madrassa or Mosque in the following calendar years a) 2015 and b) 2016 so far
as the cost of providing it has been calculated as being in excess of the statutory maximum
(£600).  To explain this, ACC have received approximately 700 allegations or complaints
regarding abuse in that time period. ‘Abuse’ in this context is any act that is deemed harmful or
detrimental to a child or young person. In order to establish whether any of these allegations or
complaints related to sexual abuse of a child or children on the premises of a madrassa or
mosque, it would involve an ACC Officer searching through all of the above files to extract the
relevant information. This has been calculated at 30 minutes per file, which equates to 350
hours, at the cost of £5,250 in total.
 
In order to comply with its obligations under the terms of Section 16 of the FOISA, ACC hereby
give notice that we are refusing your request under the terms of Section 12 - Excessive Cost of
Compliance - of the FOISA.
 
ACC would be happy to discuss ways in which you may refine your request, so we can provide
some information of interest to you within the maximum cost limits. Please do contact the
Information Compliance team, who will be happy to advise you, if this is something you would
like to pursue.
 
3. The number of complaints or allegations you have received, or been notified of, relating to
the physical abuse of a child or children on the premises of a Madrassa or Mosque in the



following calendar years a) 2015 and b) 2016 so far.
 
4. For each allegation in question 3, please state: 
a) whether it was investigated and if so how,
b) whether the police became involved,
c) whether there was a full criminal inquiry,
d) whether there was a prosecution,
e) the details of any disciplinary action taken against individuals concerned,
f) and if the matter was not pursued, please provide the reasons why and information on the
ultimate outcome of each matter.
 
ACC is unable to provide you with information on The number of complaints or allegations you
have received, or been notified of, relating to the physical abuse of a child or children on the
premises of a Madrassa or Mosque in the following calendar years a) 2015 and b) 2016 so far
as the cost of providing it has been calculated as being in excess of the statutory maximum
(£600).  To explain this, ACC have received approximately 700 allegations or complaints
regarding abuse in that time period. ‘Abuse’ in this context is any act that is deemed harmful or
detrimental to a child or young person. In order to establish whether any of these allegations or
complaints related to physical abuse of a child or children on the premises of a madrassa or
mosque, it would involve an ACC Officer searching through all of the above files to extract the
relevant information. This has been calculated at 30 minutes per file, which equates to 350
hours, at the cost of £5250 in total.
 
In order to comply with its obligations under the terms of Section 16 of the FOISA, ACC hereby
give notice that we are refusing your request under the terms of Section 12 - Excessive Cost of
Compliance - of the FOISA.
 
ACC would be happy to discuss ways in which you may refine your request, so we can provide
some information of interest to you within the maximum cost limits. Please do contact the
Information Compliance team, who will be happy to advise you, if this is something you would
like to pursue.
 
We hope this helps with your request.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
Grant Webster
Information Compliance Officer
 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE HANDLING OF YOUR REQUEST
 
ACC handled your request for information in accordance with the provisions of the Freedom of
Information (Scotland) Act 2002. Please refer to the attached PDF for more information about
your rights under FOISA.
 
 
Information Compliance Team
Communications and Promotion
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