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Dear 
 
Thank you for your information request of 22 August 2016.  Aberdeen City Council (ACC) has
completed the necessary search for the information requested.

 
I am writing to make a request under the Freedom of Information Act for information on the
use of physical restraint in schools and education settings.
 
More specifically I am requesting the following:
 
1. How many incidents of physical restraint were recorded in all schools and education
settings in each of the last four years. Please provide a separate breakdown for each different
school and education setting, including name and details of the type of school (e.g. special
needs, etc).
Education & Children’s Services uses a staged intervention framework to meet learners’ needs,
including promoting positive behaviour in schools.  A varied programme of training is offered to
all schools, as appropriate to their needs, to support this model.  Training in the use of intensive
strategies for behaviour management, such as the use of physical intervention, is currently
delivered through CALM (Crisis and Aggression Limitation and Management) training.  CALM
programmes are accredited under The British Institute of Learning Disability (BILD) Physical
Intervention accreditation scheme, developed on behalf of the UK Departments of Health,
Education and Skills.
 
The collated data on the use of physical restraints in schools is provided in the undernoted
table. The data is anonymised to avoid potential identification of individual staff members and
pupils.
 

Number of reported interventions:-

1st Jan -31st Dec
2012

1st Jan -31st Dec
2013

1st Jan -31st Dec
2014

1st Jan -31st Dec
2015

31 99 195 40
 
Please note, we are unable to provide any further breakdown. To explain this, the information is
not reported or recorded per school and to provide a breakdown, we would need to go to each
school and ask them to undertake a search of their pupil files. It is estimated that this will cost
more than £600 which is the statutory maximum under FOISA.
 
ACC is unable to provide you with information on a separate breakdown for each different
school and education setting, including name and details of the type of school as the cost of
providing it has been calculated as being in excess of the statutory maximum (£600).  To explain
this, it would involve an ACC Officer checking through 137 files and extracting the information
required.  This has been calculated at 20 minutes per file, which equates to 45.67 hours, at the
cost of £685 in total.



 
In order to comply with its obligations under the terms of Section 16 of the FOISA, ACC hereby
give notice that we are refusing your request under the terms of Section 12 - Excessive Cost of
Compliance - of the FOISA.
 
ACC would be happy to discuss ways in which you may refine your request, so we can provide
some information of interest to you within the maximum cost limits. Please do contact the
Information Compliance team, who will be happy to advise you, if this is something you would
like to pursue.
 
2. How many incidents of face down physical restraint by one or more members of staff were
recorded in all schools and education settings in each of the last four years. Please provide a
separate breakdown for each different school and education setting. Please format as in
question 1.
 

Number of reported interventions (prone restraint):-

1st Jan -31st Dec
2012

1st Jan -31st Dec
2013

1st Jan -31st Dec
2014

1st Jan -31st Dec
2015

1 2 2 0
 
Please note, we are unable to provide any further breakdown. To explain this, we have concerns
that to breakdown the figures any further will lead to identification of persons, due to the small
number of interventions.
 
ACC is unable to provide you with information on a separate breakdown for each different
school and education setting as it is exempt from disclosure. In order to comply with its
obligations under the terms of Section 16 of the FOISA, ACC hereby gives notice that we are
refusing your request under the terms of Section 38(1)(b) in conjunction with Section 38(2)(a)(i)
– Personal Information – of the FOISA.
 
In making this decision ACC considered the following points:
 
ACC is of the opinion that Section 38(1)(b) applies to the information specified above as the
information in question is personal information relating to living individuals, of which the
applicant is not the data subject.
 
ACC is of the opinion that Section 38(2)(a)(i) applies, as we consider that disclosure of this
information would be a breach of the first Data Protection Principle (that personal information
must be processed fairly and lawfully). ACC is of the view that disclosing a breakdown in this
case will aid identification of the parties involved, due to the small number of interventions and
may allow the public (e.g. other parents, teachers etc) to use this information to identify the
individuals. These individuals have not consented to the disclosure of their information, and ACC
does not consider that they would expect ACC to release this information about them into the
public domain under the FOISA.
 
3. How many incidents where physical restraint was used to administer medication were
recorded in  schools and education settings in each of the last four years. Please provide a
separate breakdown for each different school and education setting. Please format as in



question 1.
None.
 
4. How many incidents where police were involved in physically restraining a pupil were
recorded in in each of the last four years. Please provide a separate breakdown for each
different  school and education setting. Please format as in question 1
This information would need to be requested from Police Scotland as it is not held by ACC.
 
ACC is unable to provide you with information on How many incidents where police were
involved in physically restraining a pupil were recorded in in each of the last four years as it is
not held by ACC.  In order to comply with its obligations under the terms of Section 17 of the
FOISA, ACC hereby gives notice that this information is not held by it.
 
5. How many incidents of physical injury following physical restraint were recorded in all
schools and education settings.  in each of the last four years. Please provide a summary for
each incident, including details of age of the pupil restrained, the injury suffered, and the
actions taken subsequently by the school. This list is not exhuastive. Please provide a
separate breakdown for each different school and education setting. Please format as in
question 1
None.
 
6. Total number of complaints received following physical restraint recorded in each of the
last four years. Please provide a separate breakdown for each different school and education
setting. Please format as in question 1
None.
 
7. Total number of deaths recorded following physical restraint in each of the last four years.
Please provide a summary for each incident, including details of age of the person restrained,
subsequent actions and the injury suffered. This list is not exhaustive. Please format as in
question 1
None.
 
We hope this helps with your request.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
Grant Webster
Information Compliance Officer
 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE HANDLING OF YOUR REQUEST
 
ACC handled your request for information in accordance with the provisions of the Freedom of
Information (Scotland) Act 2002. Please refer to the attached PDF for more information about
your rights under FOISA.
 
 
Information Compliance Team
Communications and Promotion
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