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Dear 
 
Please accept our sincerest apologies for the delay in responding to your information request of
18 May 2016.  Aberdeen City Council (ACC) has completed the necessary search for the
information requested.

 
Please provide details of:
 
how many (a) racist incidents have been recorded in (i) primary schools in your local
authority area in (A) 2011-12, (B) 2012-13, (C) 2013-14, (D) 2014-15, and (E) 2015-16?  How
many of these incidents were reported to the police?
ACC is unable to provide you with information on the number of racist incidents which have
been recorded in primary schools in the local authority area in 2011-12, 2012-13, 2013-14,
2014-15 and 2015-16 and how many of these incidents were reported to the police as the
cost of providing it has been calculated as being in excess of the statutory maximum (£600).
 
To explain this, ACC holds the relevant information within incident forms which are completed at
the time of the incident.  These are kept in the pupil file and a copy is sent to GREC (Grampian
Racial Equality Council), who are responsible for collating all completed forms, monitoring racist
incidents in Aberdeen and providing statistics on racial incidents in Aberdeen on a regular basis. 
Although ACC holds information about reported incidents, this information is not held in a way
that is easy for us to report on and ACC would be required to go into each pupil file and collate
these statistics.
 
To explain further, ACC has used one primary school within the ACC area to provide an estimated
cost.  Using information provided by Dyce Primary, it would take 15 minutes to check each
individual pupil’s file.  With Dyce Primary having 400 pupil files in its possession, this would take
15 (minutes) x 400 (files) = 100 hours, at a cost of £1,500 in total.  As there are 47 primary
schools and the request is for over the last 5 years, providing the requested information would
exceed the statutory maximum of £600.
 
In order to comply with its obligations under the terms of Section 16 of the FOISA, ACC hereby
give notice that we are refusing your request under the terms of Section 12 - Excessive Cost of
Compliance - of the FOISA.
 
ACC would be happy to discuss ways in which you may refine your request, so we can provide
some information of interest to you within the maximum cost limits.  Please do contact the
Information Compliance team, who will be happy to advise you, if this is something you would
like to pursue.
 
How many (a) racist incidents have been recorded in (ii) secondary schools in your local
authority area in (A) 2011-12, (B) 2012-13, (C) 2013-14, (D) 2014-15 and (E) 2015-16?  How
many of these incidents were reported to the police?



As with the above question, ACC is unable to provide you with information on the number of
racist incidents which have been recorded in secondary schools in the local authority area in
2011-12, 2012-13, 2013-14, 2014-15 and 2015-16 and how many of these were reported to
the police as the cost of providing it has been calculated as being in excess of the statutory
maximum (£600).
 
To explain this, the information is not held in a way that is easy for us to report on and ACC
would be required to go into each pupil file and collate these statistics.
 
To explain further, ACC has used one secondary school within the ACC area to provide an
estimated cost. Using information provided by Harlaw Academy, it would take 30 minutes to
check each individual pupil’s file.  Each guidance teacher has a caseload of 200 pupils which
would involve 100 hours of work.  As there are 5 guidance teachers based at Harlaw Academy,
this would take 100 (hours) x 5 (teachers) = 500 hours of work, at a cost of £7,500 in total.  As
there are 12 secondary schools and the request is for over the last 5 year, providing the
requested information would exceed the statutory maximum of £600.
 
In order to comply with its obligations under the terms of Section 16 of the FOISA, ACC hereby
give notice that we are refusing your request under the terms of Section 12 - Excessive Cost of
Compliance - of the FOISA.
 
ACC would be happy to discuss ways in which you may refine your request, so we can provide
some information of interest to you within the maximum cost limits.  Please do contact the
Information Compliance team, who will be happy to advise you, if this is something you would
like to pursue.
 
How many (b) homophobic, transphobic and biphobic incidents have been recorded in (i)
primary schools in your local authority area in (A) 2011-12, (B) 2012-13, (C) 2013-14, (D)
2014-15, and (E) 2015-16?  How many of these incidents were reported to the police?
ACC does not record incidents specifically as homophobic, transphobic nor biphobic incidents
and therefore ACC is unable to provide you with information on the number of homophobic,
transphobic and biphobic incidents which have been recorded in primary schools in the local
authority area in 2011-12, 2012-13, 2013-14, 2014-15 and 2015-16 and how many were
reported to the police as it is not held by ACC.  In order to comply with its obligations under the
terms of Section 17 of the FOISA, ACC hereby gives notice that this information is not held by it. 
 
How many (b) homophobic, transphobic and biphobic incidents have been recorded in (i)
secondary schools in your local authority area in (A) 2011-12, (B) 2012-13, (C) 2013-14, (D)
2014-15, and (E) 2015-16?  How many of these incidents were reported to the police?
ACC does not record incidents specifically as homophobic, transphobic nor biphobic incidents
and therefore ACC is unable to provide you with information on the number of homophobic,
transphobic and biphobic incidents which have been recorded in secondary schools in the
local authority area in 2011-12, 2012-13, 2013-14, 2014-15 and 2015-16 and how many were
reported to the police as it is not held by ACC.  In order to comply with its obligations under the
terms of Section 17 of the FOISA, ACC hereby gives notice that this information is not held by it. 
 
Yours sincerely,
 



Anna Buchan
Information Compliance Officer
 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE HANDLING OF YOUR REQUEST
 
ACC handled your request for information in accordance with the provisions of the Freedom of
Information (Scotland) Act 2002. Please refer to the attached PDF for more information about
your rights under FOISA.
 
Information Compliance Team
Communications and Promotion
Office of Chief Executive
Aberdeen City Council
Room 1-24
Town House
Broad Street
ABERDEEN AB10 1AQ

foienquiries@aberdeencity.gov.uk 
01224 523827/523602

Tel 03000 200 292
 
*03000 numbers are free to call if you have ‘free minutes’ included in your mobile call plan.
Calls from BT landlines will be charged at the local call rate of  10.24p per minute (the same as 01224s).
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