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Dear ,
 
Thank you for your information request of 21 April 2016.  Aberdeen City Council (ACC) has
completed the necessary search for the information requested.

 
• How was the figure of 35,000 attendees at Spectra festival 2016 determined?
Please see a breakdown below. The data was collected by event stewards.
 
SPECTRA attendance

Day Union
Terrace
Gardens

Marischal
College

St.
Nicholas
Kirk

17 Total per
day

Thursday
 

1,812 903 1,050 No info 3,765

Friday 2,330 1,348 1,052 No info 4,730

Saturday 7,005 4,063 3,942 490 15,500
Sunday
 

4,750 3,076 2,012 162 10,000

    33,995
 
Attendance contrasts favourably with attendance at Spectra 2015 which had approximately
18,000 attendees.
 
• What economic benefits were realised by the city due to the 35,000 Spectra attendees over
and above a regular February weekend in Aberdeen, e.g. the preceding weekend?
Analysis of the direct economic benefit would have to be conducted by survey which was not
done, but a significant increase in City footfall is usually beneficial as visitors often visit other
attractions and eat in the city.
 
ACC is unable to provide you with information on economic benefits as it is not held by ACC.  In
order to comply with its obligations under the terms of Section 17 of the FOISA, ACC hereby
gives notice that this information is not held by it. 
 
• What work was done to ensure that any crossover in footfall due to the Valentines
weekend did not skew festival attendance predictions?
There was no weighting applied for Valentine’s weekend.
 
ACC is unable to provide you with information on work done to ensure that any crossover in
footfall due to the Valentines weekend did not skew festival attendance predictions as it is
not held by ACC.  In order to comply with its obligations under the terms of Section 17 of the
FOISA, ACC hereby gives notice that this information is not held by it. 
 
• What lessons were learned from the Spectra festival 2016 that have been brought forward



to enhance future events in the Aberdeen festival calendar?
Learnings from SPECTRA 2016 that can be applied to future events -
 

The importance of social media and advertising campaign and investing time and finance
maximises attendance numbers
A good volunteer base is needed over the three days and rigorous induction
Demand to visit Seventeen and the Anatomy Rooms exceeded expectations and this
needs to be addressed for 2017
There are significant added benefits to programming SPECTRA with a three year tender –
longer lead in time leads to more bespoke commissioning of work, and opportunities to
raise additional funds
There is a benefit of aligning to a ‘year of’ initiative – both as a theme, and to raise the
profile of the festival
The  residency programme should be commissioned in 2017 to more clearly integrate
with the main programme
The split across city centre  sites increases interest and time spent at city centre

 
We hope this helps with your request.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
Grant Webster
Information Compliance Officer
 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE HANDLING OF YOUR REQUEST
 
ACC handled your request for information in accordance with the provisions of the Freedom of
Information (Scotland) Act 2002. Please refer to the attached PDF for more information about
your rights under FOISA.
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Communications and Promotion
Office of Chief Executive
Aberdeen City Council
Room 1-24
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Broad Street
ABERDEEN AB10 1AQ

foienquiries@aberdeencity.gov.uk 
01224 523827/523602

Tel 03000 200 292
 
*03000 numbers are free to call if you have ‘free minutes’ included in your mobile call plan.
Calls from BT landlines will be charged at the local call rate of  10.24p per minute (the same as 01224s).
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