
From: Foi Enquiries
To:
Subject: FOI-16-0536 - Disability and Learning Disability
Date: 10 May 2016 15:06:11
Attachments: Further Information - Right to Review & Appeal.pdf

Dear 
 
Thank you for your information request of 13 April 2016.  Aberdeen City Council (ACC) has
completed the necessary search for the information requested.

 
Can you please supply the following :
 
1.  What is the official definition of Disability used by Aberdeen City Council?
Disability is a wide-ranging term and there are many types of disability, so it is not possible to
give a specific definition used by Aberdeen City Council. However, Aberdeen City Council would
take into account the definition given in the Equality Act 2010 which defines a person as having
a disability if they have a physical or mental impairment that has a ‘substantial’ and ‘long-term’
negative effect on their ability to do normal daily activities. Please refer to the Equality Act 2010
for more details.
 
2.  What is the official definition of Learning Disability used by Aberdeen City Council?
Aberdeen City Council use the ICD-10 definition of a learning disability (as we do for all other
mental disorders). This is:
 
A condition of arrested or incomplete development of the mind, which is especially
characterised by impairment of skills manifested during the developmental period, skills which
contribute to the overall level of intelligence, i.e. cognitive, language, motor, and social abilities.
Retardation can occur with or without any other mental or physical condition.
 
Degrees of mental retardation are conventionally estimated by standardised intelligence tests.
These can be supplemented by scales assessing social adaptation in a given environment. These
measures provide an approximate indication of the degree of mental retardation. The diagnosis
will also depend on the overall assessment of intellectual functioning by a skilled diagnostician.
 
Intellectual abilities and social adaptation may change over time, and, however poor, may
improve as a result of training and rehabilitation. Diagnosis should be based on the current
levels of functioning.
 
What in practice this means is:
 
Significant impairment of intellectual functioning (an IQ<70)
Significant impairment of adaptive functioning in more than one area
Onset during the developmental period (onset before the age of 18)
 
We hope this helps with your request.
 
Yours sincerely,
 



Grant Webster
Information Compliance Officer
 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE HANDLING OF YOUR REQUEST
 
ACC handled your request for information in accordance with the provisions of the Freedom of
Information (Scotland) Act 2002. Please refer to the attached PDF for more information about
your rights under FOISA.
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*03000 numbers are free to call if you have ‘free minutes’ included in your mobile call plan.
Calls from BT landlines will be charged at the local call rate of  10.24p per minute (the same as 01224s).
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