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Dear  
 
Thank you for your information request of 24 March 2016.  Aberdeen City Council (ACC) has
completed the necessary search for the information requested.

 
Can you provide answers for the financial years 2011-2012, 2012-2013, 2013-2014, 2015-
2015 and 2015-2016 please.
 
1. How many children were taken into care in your council area during each financial year?
Please refer to the table below and note that data has been provided using the Scottish
definition of a looked after child:
 
The definition of a 'looked after' child is in section 17(6) of the 1995 Act, as amended by Schedule
2, para 9(4) of the 2007 Act. A child is looked after when he or she is:
 
(a) provided with accommodation by a local authority under section 25 of the 1995 Act; or
 
(b) subject to a supervision requirement made by a children's hearing, in terms of section 70 of
the 1995 Act; or
 
(c) subject to an order, authorisation or warrant made under Chapter 2, 3 or 4 of Part II of the
1995 Act, and according to which the local authority has responsibilities in respect of the child.
These include a child protection order, a child assessment order, an authorisation from a justice
of the peace to remove a child to a place of safety or maintain a child in a place of safety,
removal to a place of safety by a police constable, or a warrant to keep a child in a place of
safety made by a children's hearing or a sheriff; or
 
(d) living in Scotland and subject to an order in respect of whom a Scottish local authority has
responsibilities, as a result of a transfer of an order to it under the Children (Reciprocal
Enforcement of Prescribed Orders) etc. (England and Wales and Northern Ireland) (Scotland)
Regulations 1996. These 1996 Regulations were made under section 33 of the 1995 Act; or
 
(e) subject to a permanence order made after an application by the local authority under section
80 of the 2007 Act.
 
The figures provided in the table below relate to children starting to be looked after (either at
home or away from home) in each of the financial years:

 
  

No of
children

starting to

 
 

No of New
Admissions

 
 

No of Admissions where
Parental Drug Misuse is



be looked
after

recorded for
these

children

recorded as main reason
for

being looked after
2011-12 194 200 21
2012-13 212 225 27
2013-14 173 179 17
2014-15 148 156 19
2015-16 141 146 12

 
2. How many of these children were taken into care for substance misuse by a parent as a
contributing factor?
Please refer to the table above.
 
Please note that ACC’s electronic database holds one main reason for a child being looked after
which is associated with the start of each legal status.  Where parental drug misuse is a factor in
a child becoming looked after, there are very often other areas of concern and workers will
chose a more generic description of why the child is looked after, for example the most
commonly used are:
 

•     To safeguard, promote welfare
•     Child at risk of significant harm

 
In view of this, it is likely that parental drug misuse will be an area of concern in a number of
other admissions but individual scrutiny of these records would be required in order to
identify these children.
 
ACC is therefore unable to provide you with information on the total number of children taken
into care for substance misuse by a parent as a contributing factor as the cost of providing it
has been calculated as being in excess of the statutory maximum (£600).  To explain this, it
would involve an ACC Officer physically searching through 868 case files, as the information is
not retained electronically.  This has been calculated at 30 minutes per file, which equates to 434
hours, at the cost of £6,510 in total.
 
In order to comply with its obligations under the terms of Section 16 of the FOISA, ACC hereby
give notice that we are refusing your request under the terms of Section 12 - Excessive Cost of
Compliance - of the FOISA.
 
ACC would be happy to discuss ways in which you may refine your request, so we can provide
some information of interest to you within the maximum cost limits. Please do contact the
Information Compliance team, who will be happy to advise you, if this is something you would
like to pursue.
 
3. How many referrals were there for unborn children to be taken into care because of the
mother being on drugs when pregnant/substance misuse by a parent as a contributing
factor?
ACC does not hold this data in the way that it is being requested.  Referrals with respect to
unborn babies require an assessment to be undertaken.  In most cases the decision to take a
child into care or otherwise would not be made until the assessment had been completed.
 



ACC is unable to provide you with information on the number of referrals for unborn children
to be taken into care because of the mother being on drugs when pregnant/substance misuse
by a parent as a contributing factor, for the financial years 2011-2012, 2012-2013, 2013-2014
and 2015-2015, 2015-2016 as it is not held by ACC.  In order to comply with its obligations
under the terms of Section 17 of the FOISA, ACC hereby gives notice that this information is not
held by it. 
 
We hope this helps with your request.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
Anna Buchan
Information Compliance Officer
 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE HANDLING OF YOUR REQUEST
 
ACC handled your request for information in accordance with the provisions of the Freedom of
Information (Scotland) Act 2002. Please refer to the attached PDF for more information about
your rights under FOISA.
 
Information Compliance Team
Communications and Promotion
Office of Chief Executive
Aberdeen City Council
Room 1-24
Town House
Broad Street
ABERDEEN AB10 1AQ

foienquiries@aberdeencity.gov.uk 
01224 523827/523602

Tel 03000 200 292
 
*03000 numbers are free to call if you have ‘free minutes’ included in your mobile call plan.
Calls from BT landlines will be charged at the local call rate of  10.24p per minute (the same as 01224s).
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