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Dear ,
 
Thank you for your clarified information request of 12 February 2016.  Aberdeen City Council
(ACC) has completed the necessary search for the information requested.

 
1. How much money has been spent by councillors and council workers on first class travel in
the past three years. I would like these figures separately year by year and also separated
into different modes of transport, i.e. first class train fayres / aeroplane tickets etc.  I just
mean money refunded by ACC.
ACC does not refund councillors or council workers for first class travel.
 
2. Separately I would like to know how much money has been spent by councillors and
council workers on meals out and drinks, alcoholic and non alcoholic. I would again like these
figures for three years, separated year by year and also into different categories, i.e. hot
meal, alcohol drinks etc. I just mean money refunded by ACC.
ACC is unable to provide you with information on how much money has been spent by (i.e.
refunded by ACC for) councillors and council workers on meals out and drinks, alcoholic and
non alcoholic, for three years, separated year by year and into different categories as the cost
of providing it has been calculated as being in excess of the statutory maximum (£600).  To
explain this, when councillors or council workers attend meetings/conferences overnight then an
allowance is payable.  This is either paid for along with the accommodation or the individual can
claim via the travel and subsistence claim process by providing receipts.  To provide this
information, an officer would have to look at all travel and subsistence claim forms for the
period in question, together with all hotel bills.  This has been calculated at a minimum of 2
minutes per transaction (15,543 transactions in total), which equates to 518 hours, at the cost of
£7,770 total.
 
In order to comply with its obligations under the terms of Section 16 of the FOISA, ACC hereby
give notice that we are refusing your request under the terms of Section 12 - Excessive Cost of
Compliance - of the FOISA.  ACC would be happy to discuss ways in which you may refine your
request, so we can provide some information of interest to you within the maximum cost limits.
Please do contact the Information Compliance team, who will be happy to advise you, if this is
something you would like to pursue.
 
Under ACC’s duty to provide advice and assistance, please find below the total amounts spent
on travel and subsistence for the years in question:
 
2012/2013: total travel and subsistence spend: £1,794K
 
2013/2014: total travel and subsistence spend: £1,734K
 
2014/2015: total travel and subsistence spend: £1,718K
 



We hope this helps with your request.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
Anna Buchan
Information Compliance Officer
 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE HANDLING OF YOUR REQUEST
 
ACC handled your request for information in accordance with the provisions of the Freedom of
Information (Scotland) Act 2002. Please refer to the attached PDF for more information about
your rights under FOISA.
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