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Dear 
 
Thank you for your information request of 3 February 2016.  Aberdeen City Council (ACC) has completed the necessary search for
the information requested.

 
I am writing to you to request under the Freedom of Information act the following information:
-              The value of art held by Aberdeen City Council.
ACC is unable to provide you with information on the value of art held by Aberdeen City Council as it is exempt from disclosure. 
In order to comply with its obligations under the terms of Section 16 of the FOISA, ACC hereby gives notice that we are refusing
your request under the terms of Section 35(1)(a) – Prevention and Detection of Crime - of the FOISA.
 
In making this decision ACC considered the following points:
 
Describe how the release of the requested information would substantially prejudice the prevention or detection of crime?
ACC is of the view that the information is exempt information as its disclosure under FOISA would substantially prejudice the
prevention or detection of crime.
 
The release of information relating to the valuation of artworks, combined with the very detailed information relating to the Top
Ten Valuable Items, into the public domain under the FOISA would allow any persons interested in committing a crime of theft or
damage to locate accurately the most valuable works in the collection. If a person were intent on criminal damage this could put
warding staff at risk. ACC is of the view that the release of the information into the public domain would therefore substantially
prejudice the prevention of crime.
 
There have been several widely reported incidents of theft from museums recently, both of works on display and in storage. This
increase in art-related theft has led Aberdeen Art Gallery & Museums to review its security procedures and take additional steps
to protect its collections.
 
These and other robberies are carefully pre-planned and it is our view that releasing into the public domain under FOISA both
valuations and locations of artworks in our collections would assist those intent on criminal actions.
 
Would disclosure of the requested information cause the level of harm required for this exemption?  In what way will this harm
occur?
Theft and criminal damage.
 
What evidence can you provide for this harm?
There have been a number of high profile thefts from museums in recent years.  For example:
 

·         Seven masterpieces by artists including Picasso and Monet were stolen from the Kunsthal Museum in Rotterdam in
2011. They had been shown as part of the gallery's 20th anniversary exhibition.

 
·         In 2012, Chinese art worth millions of pounds was stolen from the Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge; at Norwich Castle

Museum an attempt to steal rhino horn was prevented by a staff member who tackled the thieves but the museum did
not catch those who stole £36,000 worth of memorabilia related to Lord Nelson; An 18th-century jade bowl and a Dehua
porcelain figurine (value estimated at £2 million) were taken in a raid on Durham University’s museum collection. 

 
·         In December 2014 70 paintings worth an estimated £475,000 were stolen from a Madrid Gallery when three men broke

through a wall from an adjoining building.
 

·         £15,000 of paintings and sculptures were taken overnight between 26 and 27 August 2015 in Hampshire.
 
How likely is it that this harm will happen?
Security breaches and theft of art and artefacts is on the increase throughout the country including day time theft, inside jobs
and violent crime. This has led a number of museums and galleries to form the National Museum Security Group working with
the Association of Chief Police Officers to prevent heritage related crime.
 
Where does the public interest lie in relation to the information?
ACC does recognise that there is a public interest in finding out about the way ACC manages its art collection and to this end, we
would like to take this opportunity to direct you to ACC’s online Disclosure Log
(http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/council_government/dp_foi/freedom_information/disclosure_log.asp) which includes



responses to other FOI requests on this subject matter.  Please refer to the following web links:
 
Disclosure Log 2013:
http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/council_government/dp_foi/freedom_information/DisclosureLog2013/arts_leisure_2013.asp
Disclosure Log 2014:
http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/council government/dp foi/freedom information/disclosurelog2014/arts and leisure 2014.asp
Disclosure Log 2015:
http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/council_government/dp_foi/freedom_information/DisclosureLog2015/arts_leisure_2015.asp
 
However, ACC is of the view that the financial valuation of works of art is inherently difficult and of limited use. Valuation is
necessary for insurance purposes but insurance proceeds cannot replace a unique destroyed work of art. The valuation of works
in our collections is undertaken by staff, based on their knowledge of the current market value at auction or sale in commercial
galleries; this can fluctuate dependent on a number of factors, such as current fashionable taste and the popularity of a particular
artist, designer or maker.
 
The financial value of a work does not add to the appreciation of the collection. Seeing collections only in terms of their financial
value wrongly turns cultural heritage into a notional financial figure. The Museums Association’s Code of Ethics (2015) states that
museums should encourage the cultural, rather than financial, value of items. 
 
Releasing financial details can also have the unwanted effect of encouraging theft.
 
ACC is therefore of the view that, on balance, the public interest lies in withholding the requested information under Section
35(1)(a) of the FOISA.
 
-              The number of individual pieces held.
The number of works of art documented on the Museum and Galleries database is 12,231.  For the purpose of this FOI request,
‘works of art’ is defined as paintings, works on paper (excluding the Bill Gibb fashion drawings), sculpture, installations and new
media.
 
-              The number of individual pieces on public display.
The number of items on display as at 17 February 2016 is 760. Please note that this number reflects the fact that Aberdeen Art
Gallery, where most of the art collection is exhibited, is currently closed for redevelopment.
 
Further to this I request further details on the council’s ten most valuable individual pieces.
-              What they are titled.
-              Who the artist is.
-              What form the art takes (painting,sculpture etc)
-              Whether they are on public display.
-              When they were created.
-              The value of each piece.
-              Where they were obtained.
-              When they were obtained.
-              Where they are currently.
-              How were they valued.
ACC is unable to provide you with information on the council’s ten most valuable individual pieces as it is exempt from
disclosure.  In order to comply with its obligations under the terms of Section 16 of the FOISA, ACC hereby gives notice that we
are refusing your request under the terms of Section 35(1)(a) – Prevention and Detection of Crime - of the FOISA.  Please refer to
the response above in relation to the value of art for an explanation of this decision.
 
We hope this helps with your request.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
Grant Webster
Information Compliance Officer
 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE HANDLING OF YOUR REQUEST
 
ACC handled your request for information in accordance with the provisions of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002.
Please refer to the attached PDF for more information about your rights under FOISA.
 
 
Information Compliance Team
Communications and Promotion
Office of Chief Executive
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IMPORTANT NOTICE: This e-mail (including any attachment to it) is confidential, protected by copyright and may be
privileged. The information contained in it should be used for its intended purposes only. If you receive this email in
error, notify the sender by reply email, delete the received email and do not make use of, disclose or copy it. Whilst we
take reasonable precautions to ensure that our emails are free from viruses, we cannot be responsible for any viruses
transmitted with this email and recommend that you subject any incoming email to your own virus checking procedures.
Unless related to Council business, the opinions expressed in this email are those of the sender and they do not
necessarily constitute those of Aberdeen City Council. Unless we expressly say otherwise in this email or its
attachments, neither this email nor its attachments create, form part of or vary any contractual or unilateral obligation.
Aberdeen City Council's incoming and outgoing email is subject to regular monitoring.




