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Dear 
 

Thank you for your information request of 6th January 2016.  Aberdeen City Council (ACC) has
completed the necessary search for the information requested.

 
1.       How many times have looked-after children been logged as missing from care over the

last three years? This relates to the number of cases logged, including in the total, cases
where children may have gone missing more than once.
 
I would like the figures broken down by year for:
2013
2014
2015

 
This information is not held in a way that can be easily extracted from ACC’s databases as
the information is not collated as an aggregate figure, but rather on a case by case basis.  In
order to extract the information and distinguish between how many children in care have
been reported missing it would be necessary to recall and interrogate the individual case
files for each child that was classified as a ‘looked after’ child.  The number of ‘looked after’
children for the years requested are:
 
Year No. looked after
2012 to 2013 889
2013 to 2014 860
2014 to 2015 774

 
ACC is unable to provide you with information on how many times have looked-after
children been logged as missing from care over the last three years as the cost of
providing it has been calculated as being in excess of the statutory maximum (£600).  To
explain this, for example for 2014-15, it would involve an ACC Officer going through 774 files
individually identifying the information).  This has been calculated at 15 minutes per file,
which equates to 193.5 hours, at the cost of £2,902.50 (£15 x 193.5) in total.

 
In order to comply with its obligations under the terms of Section 16 of the FOISA, ACC
hereby give notice that we are refusing your request under the terms of Section 12 -
Excessive Cost of Compliance - of the FOISA.
 
ACC would be happy to discuss ways in which you may refine your request, so we can
provide some information of interest to you within the maximum cost limits. For example, by
reducing the time period you are interested in. Please do contact the Information
Compliance team, who will be happy to advise you, if this is something you would like to
pursue.

 



2.       How many children have been reported missing from care over the last three years?
 
Please break down for each year, including the age of the child who went missing, how
many times in that year they went missing, and how long they were missing for. If the
child was never found, please also include this.
 
As well as breaking down by year, please also break down by the age of the child.

 
See response provided above.

 
We hope this helps with your request.
 
Yours sincerely,
Jacqueline Gillanders
Information Compliance Officer
 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE HANDLING OF YOUR REQUEST
 
ACC handled your request for information in accordance with the provisions of the Freedom of
Information (Scotland) Act 2002. Please refer to the attached PDF for more information about
your rights under FOISA.
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