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Dear ,
 
Thank you for your information request of 9 September 2016.  Aberdeen City Council (ACC) has
completed the necessary search for the information requested.

 
I would like to make a request for information under the Freedom of Information Act. I
would like to know:
 
How many council properties have asbestos in them?
Large amounts of asbestos-containing materials (ACMs) were used for a wide range of
construction purposes in new and refurbished buildings until 1999 when all use of asbestos was
banned. Asbestos can be found in any industrial or residential building built or refurbished
before the year 2000. With that in mind all Aberdeen City Council (ACC) housing stock
constructed before 2000 is presumed to contain Asbestos until satisfactory evidence is provided
to prove otherwise. ACC has a programme to identify or narrow down properties that contain
Asbestos. Until this programme is complete we adhere to the HSE policy of presumption in all
buildings pre 2000.
 
As per the request, the attached is a list of all properties pre 2000 that we presume to contain
Asbestos.
 
Presumption or identification of ACMs
The duty to manage requirement in CAR 2012 regulation 4 allows materials to be ‘presumed’ to
contain asbestos. Therefore in the asbestos survey, materials can be presumed to contain
asbestos. There are two levels of ‘presumption’:
 
1. Strong presumption: in this case the material looks as if it is an ACM, or that it might contain
asbestos. This conclusion can be reached through visual inspection alone by an experienced,
well-trained surveyor, familiar with the range of asbestos products. Examples of ‘strong
presumption’ would be:
•             where laboratory analysis has confirmed the presence of asbestos in a similar
construction material;
•             materials in which asbestos is known to have been commonly used in the manufactured

product at the time of installation (e.g. corrugated cement roof and wall sheeting,
cement gutters and drainpipes, cement water tanks, ceiling tiles, insulating boards);

•             materials which have the appearance of asbestos but no sample has been taken, e.g.
thermal insulation on a pipe where fibres are clearly visible.

 
2. A ‘default’ situation where a material is presumed to contain asbestos because there is
insufficient evidence (e.g. no analysis) to confirm that it is asbestos free, or where a duty
holder/surveyor decides that it is easier under the planned management arrangements to
presume certain materials contain asbestos. Many non-asbestos materials will also be presumed



to contain asbestos using this system. There is a further default situation where materials must
be presumed to contain asbestos.
 
The default applies to areas which cannot be accessed or inspected. In this situation any area not
accessed or inspected must be presumed to contain asbestos, unless there is strong evidence
that it does not.
 
Materials cannot be presumed to be asbestos free (i.e. contain no asbestos) unless there is
strong evidence to conclude that they are highly unlikely to contain asbestos. There are obvious
materials which are not asbestos, e.g. wood, glass, metal, stone etc. There are also many
examples of asbestos being present inside materials, e.g. a sandwich layer inside doors, inside
columns or under column casings, on the ‘hidden’ side of items, e.g. wood panelling, ceiling tiles,
under veneers.
 
Reasons to conclude that a material does not contain asbestos would be:
•             non-asbestos substitute materials were specified in the original architect’s/quantity

surveyor’s plans or in subsequent refurbishments;
•             the product was very unlikely to contain asbestos or have asbestos added (e.g.
wallpaper, plasterboard etc.);
•             post-1985 construction (for amphibole ACMs such as asbestos insulating board, see
Appendix 1);
•             post-1990 construction for decorative textured coatings (formulations containing

asbestos were prohibited in 1988 and some suppliers voluntarily ceased using asbestos
in 1984);

•             post-1999 construction (some chrysotile products were prohibited in 1993 and nearly all
were prohibited in 1999).

 
We hope this helps with your request.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
Grant Webster
Information Compliance Officer
 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE HANDLING OF YOUR REQUEST
 
As the information which you requested is environmental information, as defined under
Regulation 2(1) of the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (the EIRs), ACC
considered that it was exempt from release through FOISA, and must therefore give you notice
that we are refusing  your request under Section 39(2) of FOISA (Freedom of Information
(Scotland) Act 2002).  However, you have a separate right to access the information which you
have requested under Regulation 5 of the EIRs, under which ACC has handled your request.
Please refer to the attached PDF for more information about your rights under the EIRs.
 
 
Information Compliance Team
Communications and Promotion
Office of Chief Executive



Aberdeen City Council
Room 1-24
Town House
Broad Street
ABERDEEN AB10 1AQ

foienquiries@aberdeencity.gov.uk 
01224 523827/523602

Tel 03000 200 292
 
*03000 numbers are free to call if you have ‘free minutes’ included in your mobile call plan.
Calls from BT landlines will be charged at the local call rate of  10.24p per minute (the same as 01224s).
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We wish to advise you that the information which was released with this response is too large to be 

uploaded to our disclosure log. If you are interested in viewing the attachment, please contact us at 

foienquiries@aberdeencity.gov.uk, quoting the appropriate reference number, and we will provide 

you with a copy. 




