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Dear 
 
Thank you for your information request of 11 February 2016.  Aberdeen City Council (ACC) has
completed the necessary search for the information requested.
 
Inspection: A944
 
Thank you for providing us with a copy of the Road Inspector’s Report and an internet link to
the Roads Safety Inspection Manual.  We have reviewed the Manual and would refer you to
page 16 which deals with potholes in carriageways. We note that a pothole will be classified
as a safety defect where the maximum depth, of the sharp edge, is greater than 50mm deep.
However, in terms of the carriageway potholes table on page 16 it is noted that a pothole
which is 35-50mm deep is classed as a CAT 2 defect and has to be addressed within 7 or 28
days depending on the road category.
 
We are therefore unclear whether a pothole in a carriageway would only be classed as an
actionable safety defect if it was greater than 50mm deep. We would be obliged if you could
please clarify this.
The road in question falls under the category of a Strategic/Secondary Road. If you refer to page
16 of the Road Safety Inspection Manual
(http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/web/files/Roads/road safety inspection manual.pdf), you
will see that under the heading of Strategic and Secondary, anything below 35mm would be
classed as ‘negligible’ and would not be considered actionable or a safety hazard.  Under this
same heading, anything between 35 and 50mm would be considered under two levels of
response, low or noticeable, low being unlikely to cause a danger/hazard and Noticeable being
significant and could cause a safety hazard.  Where two intervention levels are shown, the
inspector has discretion to determine which level of response is appropriate.  This is the case for
any defect between 35mm and 50mm on a Strategic/Secondary Road.
 
We note that the Roads Inspector’s Report states that the pothole was not an actionable
defect. Please confirm why it was not an actionable defect.
Any defect between the size of 35mm and 50mm would fall under the two intervention levels, in
this case, yellow and orange.  In this instance, the roads inspector would decide if he or she
thought the defect could potentially cause a safety hazard.  If they decided that it could cause a
safety hazard the action would be to repair within 7 days.
 
Please confirm whether a 40mm deep pothole would be an actionable safety defect on the
section of the road in question.
A pothole of the size of 40mm deep would not be considered an actionable defect as it is under
50mm which is the official intervention level.  For any defect between 35mm to 50mm, the
course of action would be decided by the inspector, however with 40mm being on the lower



end of that spectrum it is likely that no action would be taken.
 
We hope this helps with your request.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
Anna Buchan
Information Compliance Officer
 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE HANDLING OF YOUR REQUEST
 
As the information which you requested is environmental information, as defined under
Regulation 2(1) of the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (the EIRs), ACC
considered that it was exempt from release through FOISA, and must therefore give you notice
that we are refusing  your request under Section 39(2) of FOISA (Freedom of Information
(Scotland) Act 2002).  However, you have a separate right to access the information which you
have requested under Regulation 5 of the EIRs, under which ACC has handled your request.
Please refer to the attached PDF for more information about your rights under the EIRs.
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