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Dear ,
 
Thank you for your information request of 5 January 2016.  Aberdeen City Council (ACC) has
completed the necessary search for the information requested.

 
I would like to make an FOI for the following information:
 
The number of council vehicles which failed emissions tests from 01/01/13 - 31/12/15
(inclusive)
 
For each failure I would like to know when it occurred, where the failed test took place and
what the make and model of the vehicle was
 
In each instance I would also like to know what measures were taken to remedy the failure,
at what cost, and how long the vehicle was off the road for
 
I would like to be provided with the information in an Excel spreadsheet.
 
ACC is unable to provide you with information on the number of council vehicles which failed
emissions tests from 01/01/13 - 31/12/15 as it is excepted from disclosure. In order to comply
with its obligations under the terms of Regulation 13 of the EIRs, ACC hereby gives notice that
we are refusing your request under the terms of Regulation  10(4)(b) – Manifestly Unreasonable
- of the EIRs.
 
In making this decision ACC considered the following points:
 
The Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) hold and operates the MOT scheme and have
recently changed their IT supplier.  As a result we as a council no longer have the same levels of
access to the database. In the past we could request test logs which would show how many
failures we would have had in that date range. We could then go through that information and
highlight the failures that occurred due to emission test failure.  We are no longer able to do
this.
 
Our own ACC records do not record that information in an easily extractible form. It would
involve a member of staff going through the record for each vehicle and checking the vehicle
history for each vehicle. This is over 700 records between light and heavy commercial vehicles. 
 
It would involve an ACC Officer going through all the records to check the paper records, cross
reference that with the MOT file and then the ACC computer database.  This has been calculated
at 30 minutes per file, which equates to 350 hours (700 files x 30 minutes), at the cost of £5,250
in total (£15 per hour x 350 hours)
 
Approximately 700 road going vehicles belonging to Aberdeen City Council are emission tested



each year through statutory annual test.  To the staff's knowledge there are no vehicles in that
time period which failed an annual test for emissions.  However to formally verify this would
require the work described above to be undertaken.
 
I would also like to know
 
The number of vehicles the council pulled over for road side emissions tests from 01/01/13 -
31/12/15 (inclusive)
 
For each of these vehicles that failed, I would like to know when and where it occurred, as
well as any penalty imposed (e.g. fine or points on license)
 
I would like to be provided with the information in an Excel spreadsheet.
 
Fleet services does not carry out road side emissions tests.
 
ACC is unable to provide you with information on vehicles that failed as it is not held by the
Council.  In order to comply with its obligations under the terms of Regulation 10(4)(a) -
Information Not Held - of the EIRs, ACC hereby gives notice that this information is not held by
it.  ACC is required by Regulation 10(1)(b) of the EIRs to inform you as to why in all the
circumstances of the case, the public interest in maintaining this exception outweighs the public
interest in disclosing this information to you.  ACC is satisfied that it does not hold this
information and considers that, as there is no information held, the public interest lies with the
exception.
 
We hope this helps with your request.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
Jacqueline Gillanders
Information Compliance Officer
 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE HANDLING OF YOUR REQUEST
 
As the information which you requested is environmental information, as defined under
Regulation 2(1) of the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (the EIRs), ACC
considered that it was exempt from release through FOISA, and must therefore give you notice
that we are refusing  your request under Section 39(2) of FOISA (Freedom of Information
(Scotland) Act 2002).  However, you have a separate right to access the information which you
have requested under Regulation 5 of the EIRs, under which ACC has handled your request.
Please refer to the attached PDF for more information about your rights under the EIRs.
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