
Consultation Report on proposal to rezone the northwest part of Scotstown
School Catchment Area to Greenbrae School and consequently from Bridge of
Don Academy to Oldmachar Academy from August 2014.

1. Methodology
All requirements of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act, 2010 were met or
exceeded.

2. Involvement of Stakeholders

(a) Public Events

A public consultation event was held to discuss the re-zoning proposal for Scotstown
and Greenbrae Schools.

Date Time Venue Number of Recorded
Attendees

Monday 18 November 7-8.30pm Braehead School 6 members of the public
plus elected members

(b) Other Engagement
Officers from Education, Culture and Sport also provided opportunities to meet
separately with staff, representatives of the schools’ Parent Councils.

(c) Requests for Significant Additional Information
Officers also responded to a small number of requests for additional information
relating to the proposal.
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3. Feedback from Stakeholders
The number of responses received in different formats were:

Format Number of submissions
Email 8

Written 0
Comment Forms 7

One email submission was received from the Greenbrae School Parent Council.

There was general support for the proposal. However, some concerns were expressed
regarding the nature of the additional accommodation required as a result of the
additional pupils who would attend Greenbrae School as a result of the proposal.

In particular,
• the extent and nature of the additional accommodation required at

Greenbrae School;
• the timing of carrying out the work required within the building and its

potential to disrupt learning and teaching;
• the potential impact upon existing entitlement to school transport;
• the exiting and future problems of traffic movements around the school.

The Council’s responses to these comments are included in Section 3.

Paper copies of all submissions were made available in the Members Library and have
been circulated to external members of the Education, Culture and Sport Committee.
Submissions, anonymised as necessary, were also made available on the council
website.

4. Education Scotland Report
An essential element of the statutory consultation process is involvement of Education
Scotland whose report is provided at the end of Appendix 2(a).

The report identifies some positive aspects of the proposal.

Paragraph 3.1:
‘ (the) proposal provides a clear rationale for responding to the impact of new
housing developments on school rolls in the area’.

Paragraph 3.1:
‘If implemented, the proposal will more evenly distribute pupils across schools
involved and reduce the potential for overcrowding. More children will be
enabled to attend school within their own neighbourhood’.

Paragraph 4:
‘The proposal.. has clear educational benefits’.
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However, the report identifies the requirement for the Council to address
various concerns raised during the consultation period.

These include a requirement for the council to:

• provide reassurance to parents regarding the scheduling of works and
adequacy of the additional accommodation at Greenbrae School;

• address road safety and transport issues;

• confirm the entitlements of pupils and their siblings to continue with existing
schooling arrangements should they wish;

• to ensure that its long term strategy for education in the wider Bridge of Don
area is clearly communicated and understood.

These concerns are addressed in Section 5.
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5. Addressing Issues Raised in Education Scotland Report
The following table indicates areas identified within the Education Scotland Report and the Councils responses.

Issue Proposed Action Timescale
3.2 Additional accommodation
Timing of work

The funding for the project has been included in funding from
Non-Housing Capital Programme, 2014-15.

The additional accommodation is forecast to be required by
beginning of school session 2015-16, i.e. August 2015.

Indicative plans for the additional accommodation are provided
as Diagram 1 below..

Consultation with parents and school staff on the timing of
works.

Full plans to be drawn up and statutory consents applied for.

Within this report.

April – June 2014.

April – June 2014.

The nature of additional
accommodation.

Detailed plans to provide sufficient additional class teaching
areas will be determined.

Extent of other requirements (e.g. dining and PE/PA)

April – May 2014.

Building work, if undertaken during
term time, could prove disruptive to
children’s learning.

A full programme of works will be provided and necessary
working arrangements, evening, weekend and holidays will
mitigate any potential disruption to learning and teaching.

Some concerns that substantially
increasing the size of the school
could have a negative impact on
the school ethos.

Head Teacher and centrally deployed staff to run engagement
events with parents/carers and pupils to develop understanding
of the school ethos and to publicise the whole school ethos that
will apply to all pupils.

School session
2014-15.
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The council will need to consider
ways to involve all stakeholders in
shaping and managing changes at
the school.

The school, supported by the local authority, will provide
opportunities to meet to discuss changes at the school, including
how the extent and nature of the additional accommodation that
will be required. This will involve the Parent Council as well as
the broader parent forum.

School session
2014-15.

Existing traffic congestion at
Greenbrae Crescent and how
increased numbers of pupils might
exacerbate the current situation.

The council will arrange for a full traffic impact assessment to be
carried out. This will include taking account of the views of
parents and local residents.

This will include evaluation of safe crossing routes at Dubford
Road and Greenbrae Drive.

Before end of June
2014.

A number of parents from the rural
northern part of the catchment
area currently have entitlement to
school transport to Scotstown
School and are concerned that this
might not be the case if the
rezoning proposal is implemented.
There are related concerns that
there is no alternative safe walking
route.

The council confirms that the transport entitlement of all pupils
will be maintained, whether or not currently they currently
receive school transport. The implementation of this proposal
will have no impact upon these city-wide arrangements.

Now

The council will need to consider
providing assurances to parents
and children in Scotstown School
that pupils affected by the
proposals will be fully entitled to
move onto Bridge of Don Academy
should they wish at the end of P7.

Similar assurances may need to be
provided in the case of siblings

The council confirms that pupils currently attending P7 at
Scotstown School will transfer to Bridge of Don Academy in
session 2014-15.

Those pupils in earlier years and siblings will require to make a
placing request if they wish their children to attend Bridge of Don
Academy in subsequent years.

The forecast capacity of Bridge of Don Academy suggest that all
such requests are likely to be granted.
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who wish to attend the same
school.

Some staff have expressed the
concern that Scotstown School
currently has a pupil support base
whist Greenbrae School does not.

Each Associated Schools Group (ASG) has an identified school
with base provision for pupils with Additional Support Needs
(ASN).

In the case of the Oldmachar ASG, that is Glashieburn School.

Pupils who have identified additional needs which can be
support by an ASN base attend that school. If this proposal is
implemented, that would be Glashieburn School for all pupils
within the Oldmachar ASG.

As with all mainstream pupils, there will be no requirement for
pupils attending either their zoned or ASN base school to
change the school that they attend.

The council gives appropriate
consideration to concerns
regarding the longer term
management of secondary school
provision in the greater Bridge of
Don area.

Aberdeen City Council will carry out briefing sessions and
workshops for staff and parents on its strategy for the longer
term management of secondary school provision in the area.

The first of these, a briefing for Bridge of Don Academy Senior
Management Team, took place in February 2014. Briefing
sessions for Oldmachar Academy SMT and parent councils of
both schools will be organised.

February to June
2014 and beyond.
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Diagram 1: Indicative Floor Plan Greenbrae School

There is also potential to reconfigure the internal classes to create a nursery nearer to early stages provision and carry out
further improvements which will enhance learning and teaching.




