
















































Airyhall/Hazlehead Rezoning Proposal 
 
 

Email Submissions 
 
 
4/02/16 – Comment 
 
It was good to meet you Tuesday night, I thought I would forward you our thoughts 
on the subject. 
Following up from the public consultation held on the 2nd of February 2016 at 
Airyhall primary school, we would like to object the proposed re-zoning and offer a 
suggestion that would align with the council's aim to maintain communities together.  
As a resident in the dandara development at countesswells avenue we propose that 
the countesswells access side of the development is zoned to Airyhall school and 
the hazeldene access side is zoned to hazelhead. This two sides of the development 
will not be connected by road, only by a footpath.  
The reasoning of this proposal is based on the distance of 2.9miles from the 
countesswells access side of the development to hazelhead school. This entails 
driving passed Airyhall school, through 3 sets of traffic lights and 1 round about. 
Whereas the hazeldene access side of the development has direct road access to 
hazelhead school.  
The walking distance of part of the countesswells access side of the development to 
hazelhead school is likely within the zoning limit, however it is not practical to 
working parents to walk to school and back and get to work on time.  
We hope the council takes this into consideration when making a decision on the 
proposed re-zoning.  
Kind regards,  
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
8/02/16 – Comment 
 
This email constitutes formal input to the Airyhall-Hazlehead consultation process. 
 
My wife, xxx, and I attended the consultation meeting for the Airyhall-Hazlehead 
rezoning exercise at Airyhall Primary School last week.  We found the meeting 
informative, but were surprised by the way in which the new Dandara development 
has been zoned.  We expressed our opinion in the meeting and proposed a 
modification which we set out below.  This was met with favourable feedback at the 
meeting. 

The current proposal has the whole of the Dandara development zoned for 
Hazlehead Primary School.  We do not believe this serves all residents of the 
development well. 

 The Dandara development consists of two halves with no inter-connecting 
roads 

 The northern half (Hazlewood) is accessed via Hazledene Road and is 
naturally aligned with Hazlehead Primary School. 



 The southern half (Pinewood - which includes Countesswells Close and the 
new section of Countesswells Avenue) only has road access to 
Countesswells Road 

 This means that Pinewood residents must drive at a circuitous 2.9km journey 
to drop children at Hazlehead and have to pass Airyhall Primary School along 
the way (1km away) 

The only bus route that connects Pinewood with Hazlehead involves travelling via 
the centre of Aberdeen.  A more direct walking route does exist, but includes two 
sections that are through sections of open ground or woodland and are poorly lit.  I 
attach photos taken of these sections this week (note that one of these photos show 
the foreground in almost complete darkness). 

For these reason, we believe that the proposal would benefit from a modification to 
include the southern half of the Dandara development (Pinewood) in the Airyhall 
Primary zone.  I know this view is shared amongst other neighbours and you will also 
be receiving similar feedback from some of them. 

With kind regards 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
14/2/16 – Comment 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Please accept this e-mail as a submission of our view on the Statutory Consultation 
for Airyhall and Hazlehead Primary Zones 2016. 
 
As residents with pre/primary school age children of the new Dandara development 
at Hazelwood off Countesswells Road we would like to draw your attention to the 
incompatibility between the Proposed Primary School catchments and the road 
scheme layout as it will be on completion of the development of the Dandara 
Hazelwood site. 
 
The current proposal has the whole of the Dandara development zoned for 
Hazlehead Primary School. However, the majority of the development will have two 
exits from the site, this being at either end of Countesswells Avenue, both emptying 
out onto Countesswells Road. The existing Countesswells Avenue exits onto 
Countesswells Road near to Airyhall Avenue. The extension to Countesswells 
Avenue will loop back to Countesswells Road at the newly constructed roundabout 
opposite the Robert Gordon University playing fields. See image below for the road 
layout within the development (note location of Airyhall Primary School wrt 
Countesswells Avenue route). 
 
 
There will be no through roads to Hazeldene Avenue to the north. The only part of 
the Dandara development that will exit onto Hazledene Road is "The Grange" part of 
the development (see image below from Dandara's Grange promotional literature): 
 



We deem Hazelhead Primary School at a shortest possible distance of more than a 
1.3km walk/cycle along occasional rough/poorly lit paths too far/unsafe and would 
thus necessitate a drive of over 2.8km, ironically passing Airyhall Primary School at 
just over 1km distance. Airyhall Primary School has a much better route which is 
both shorter and probably safer along the wide Countesswells Avenue with good 
visibility and then along the wide pavement of Countesswells Road. Airyhall Primary 
School prides itself on encouraging cycling to school and this would appeal to us on 
all but the worst weather days. 
 
I have taken an image of the proposed School zonation and overlain an image of the 
Hazelwood scheme which shows the road layout on the development. On that image 
I make a new proposal for where the boundary should be drawn (purple line) 
between Hazlehead and Airyhall catchments: 
 
We hope these thoughts warrant serious consideration when a final decision is 
arrived at. 
 
Regards, 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
16/2/16 – Comment 

As residents with pre/primary school age children of the new Dandara development 
at Hazelwood (Pinewood) off Countesswells Road/Avenue we would like to draw 
your attention to the incompatibility between the Proposed Primary School 
catchments and the road scheme layout as it will be on. 

Currently the whole of the Dandara development is zoned for Hazlehead Primary 
School and it is also proposed that Hazlehead Primary remains the zoned school for 
the Hazelwood development.  We do not believe this serves all residents of the 
development well. 

  
•         The Dandara development consists of two halves with no inter-connecting roads 
•         The northern half (Hazelwood) is accessed via Hazledene Road and is naturally 

aligned with Hazlehead Primary School. 
•         The southern half (Pinewood - which includes Countesswells Close and the new 

section of Countesswells Avenue) only has road access to Countesswells Road 
•         This means that Pinewood residents must drive at a circuitous 2.9km journey to drop 

children at Hazlehead and have to pass Airyhall Primary School along the way (1km 
away) 

We deem walking to Hazlehead Primary School along occasional rough/poorly lit 
paths too far/unsafe and therefore necessitates a drive of over 2.8km, ironically 
passing Airyhall Primary School at just over 1km distance. Airyhall Primary School 
has a much better route which is both shorter and safer along the wide 
Countesswells Avenue with good visibility and then along the wide pavement of 
Countesswells Road. Airyhall Primary School prides itself on encouraging cycling to 
school and this would appeal to us and actually be possible. 



I have included previously submitted photos and maps highlighting the issues 
requesting for modification of the proposal to include the southern half of the 
Dandara development (Pinewood) in the Airyhall Primary zone.  

 With kind regards 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

17/2/16 - Comment 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
I am a resident of the new Dandara development situated between Countesswells 
Road and Hazeldene Road.   I would like to raise an objection to the re-zoning 
proposal for Airyhall and Hazlehead Primary School.   I do not believe this serves all 
residents of the development well: 
 

 The Dandara development consists of two halves with no inter-connecting 
roads. 

 The Northern half (known as the Grange) is accessed via Hazledene Road 
and is naturally aligned with Hazlehead Primary School. 

 The Southern half (which includes Countesswells Close and the new section 
of Countesswells Avenue) only has road access to Countesswells Road. 
This means that residents from the Southern half must drive a circuitous 
2.9km journey to drop children at Hazelhead and have to pass Airyhall 
Primary School along the way (1km away). 
 

The only bus route that connects Pinewood with Hazelhead involves travelling via 
the centre of Aberdeen.   A more direct walking route does exist, but includes two 
sections that re through sections of open ground or woodland and are poorly lit. 
 
For these reasons we believe that the proposal would benefit from a modification to 
include the Southern half of the Danadara development that connects on to 
Countesswells Road  be zoned to Airyhall Primary zone. 
 
Regards 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
20/2/16 – Comment 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
  
I am writing to formally lodge my input to the Airyhall-Hazlehead Consultation 
Process on behalf of my wife and I with the hope that the new Dandara Development 
(Hazelwood) can be re-zoned. 
  
  



Currently, the Hazelwood Development is zoned within the catchment area for 
Hazlehead Primary School however as can be seen within the illustration below I 
strongly believe this should be changed to Airyhall Primary School. With no link 
roads between Hazelwood and Hazledene Road to the North, it means that a 2.9km 
journey is required to get to Hazlehead Primary as opposed to a 1.1km route to 
Airyhall Primary. Furthermore, the Hazelwood to Hazlehead Primary route passes 
Airyhall Primary, causing further unnecessary congestion on the already busy 
Aberdeen roads. 
  
There are footpaths available which link Hazelwood to Hazlehead Primary however 
these are extremely dark forest paths. I would not be comfortable letting my young 
family use these routes at all. 
  
Also there are no direct bus routes to Hazlehead Primary from the Hazelwood 
development, so this would mean getting a bus into the centre of town and catching 
another bus back out. 
  
Hopefully the above points show a clear case for re-zoning the Hazelwood 
Development towards an Airyhall Primary School catchment area. I know several of 
my neighbours share the same view so I am sure they will be in touch also in the 
near future. 
  
Regards 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
23/2/16 – Comment 
 
To whom it may concern, 

I am a resident of the new Dandara development situated between Countesswells 
Road and Hazledene Road.   I would like to raise an objection to the re-zoning 
proposal for Airyhall and Hazlehead Primary School.  I do not believe this serves all 
residents of the development well and has negative impact on your Corporate Vision 
and Strategic Priorities:  

 A distinction needs to be made within the Dandara development because it 

consists of two halves with no inter-connecting roads 

 The northern half (known as the Grange) is accessed via Hazledene Road 

and is naturally aligned with Hazlehead Primary School. 

 The southern half (known as Hazelwood) (which includes Countesswells 
Close and the new section of Countesswells Avenue) only has road access to 
Countesswells Road 

  



 This means that residents from the southern half must drive a circuitous 

2.9km journey to drop children at Hazlehead and have to pass Airyhall 

Primary School along the way (1km away).    

 The only bus route that connects Hazelwood with Hazlehead involves 
travelling via the centre of Aberdeen which is not ideal for primary school 
children.  A more direct walking route does exist, but includes two sections 
that are through sections of open ground or woodland and are poorly lit which 
is not safe for primary school children.  

  
 The above point do not synergise with your Strategic Priorities of Smarter 

Mobility and Smarter Living  

  In the current economic climate will all the houses proposed by Dandara 

actually be built in the coming years? There has been a significant downturn 

in the sale of these executive houses.    

 There is mention of a new school proposed for Countesswells to be open in 

2019.  Would it not be more efficient to consider this zoning when the new 

school is built? 

 

For these reason, I believe that the proposal would benefit from a modification 
to include the southern half of the Dandara development that connects on to 
Countesswells Road to be zoned to Airyhall Primary zone or to keep the status 
quo (or until the new school in Countesswells in built). 

Regards 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

23/2/16 – Comment 
 
I wish to express some concerns and objections to the proposal for rezoning children 
living in hazelwood/pinewood development to hazlehead primary school.    
The proposal states that an educational benefit for the children living in the Macaulay 
Estate would be that they are entitled to a place at their nearest school thus reducing 
travel time. This should also stand for children in Hazelwood development. If they 
are rezoned for Hazlehead the travel time is longer than Macaulay to Hazlehead and 
involves driving past their nearest school (Airyhall). It is inconsistent and 
contradictory to state children from the Macaulay Estate are entitled to their nearest 
school but Hazlewood children are not. There is no road link from Hazelwood to 
Hazledene Road so journey involves driving past Airyhall school adding to the 
amount of cars on the roads. 
  
In addition to the above, provisions have already been made for some children 
already living in the Hazlewood development to attend Airyhall playgroup on the 
basis that they were going to attend Airyhall Primary school. Parents have made 
these provision so that their children can be experience continuity for the transition 



from nursery to primary school. In addition to this, private local childcare (specifically 
in the vicinity of Airyhall primary school) has also been organised on the basis that 
their children would have attended Airyhall primary. Childcare is very difficult to 
organise and childminders only cover certain schools. Rezoning of the Hazlewood 
development at this stage would be extremely disruptive to the plans and 
arrangements already in place for children in this zone. I believe this proposal has 
come at too late a stage and seemingly has not considered the above situation. 
  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
24/02/16 – Comment 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
I am a resident of the new Dandara development situated between Countesswells 
Road and Hazeldene Road.  I would like to raise an objection to the re-zoning 
proposal for Airyhall and Hazelhead Primary School.  I do not believe this serves all 
residents of the development well: 
 

 The Dandara development consists of two halves with no interconnecting 
roads 

 The northern half (known as the Grange) is accessed via Hazledene Road 
and is naturally aligned with Hazlehead Primary School 

 The southern half (which includes Countesswells Close and the new section 
of Countesswells Avenue) only has road access to Countesswells Road 

 This means that residents from the southern half must drive a nearly 3 km 
journey to drop children at Hazlehead Primary and have to pass Airyhall 
Primary School on the way (approx 1km away) 

 In this day an age of promoting healthy lifestyle for our children it does not 
make sense to push people to drive their children to school when there is an 
option of walking to a closer one. 

 This also adds to an already congested traffic area.  

 
The only bus route that connects Pinewood with Hazlehead involves travelling via 
the centre of Aberdeen.  A more direct walking route does exist but includes two 
sections that are through sections of open ground and woodland and are poorly lit 
and maintained. 
 
For these reasons, we believe that the proposal would benefit from a modification to 
include the southern half of the Dandara development that connects on to 
Countesswells road to be zoned to Airyhall Primary zone. 
 
 
With thanks 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 



24/02/16 – Comment 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
I am a resident of the new Dandara development situated between Countesswells 
Road and Hazeldene Road.  I would like to raise an objection to the re-zoning 
proposal for Airyhall and Hazelhead Primary School.  I do not believe this serves all 
residents of the development well: 
 

 The Dandara development consists of two halves with no interconnecting 
roads 

 The northern half (known as the Grange) is accessed via Hazledene Road 
and is naturally aligned with Hazlehead Primary School 

 The southern half (which includes Countesswells Close and the new section 
of Countesswells Avenue) only has road access to Countesswells Road 

 This means that residents from the southern half must drive a nearly 3 km 
journey to drop children at Hazlehead Primary and have to pass Airyhall 
Primary School on the way (approx 1km away) 

 In this day and age of promoting healthy lifestyle for our children it does not 
make sense to push people to drive their children to school when there is an 
option of walking to a closer one. 

 This also adds to an already congested traffic area.  

 
The only bus route that connects Pinewood with Hazlehead involves travelling via 
the centre of Aberdeen.  A more direct walking route does exist but includes two 
sections that are through sections of open ground and woodland and are poorly lit 
and maintained. 
 
For these reasons, we believe that the proposal would benefit from a modification to 
include the southern half of the Dandara development that connects on to 
Countesswells road to be zoned to Airyhall Primary zone. 
 
 
With thanks 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
25/2/16 – Comment 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Please accept this e-mail as a formal submission of our view on the Airyhall-
Hazlehead consultation process. 
  
As residents with primary school age children of the new Dandara development at 
Hazelwood (Pinewood) off Countesswells Road/Avenue we would like to draw your 
attention to the incompatibility between the Proposed Primary School catchments 



and the road scheme layout. We would like to raise an objection to the re-zoning 
proposal for Airyhall & Hazlehead Primary School. We do not believe this serves all 
residents of the development well. 
  
•                The Dandara development consists of two halves with no inter-connecting 
roads 
•                The northern half (known as the Grange development) is accessed via 
Hazledene Road and is naturally aligned with Hazlehead Primary School. 
•                The southern half (known as Hazlewood development) - which includes 
Countesswells Close and the new section of Countesswells Avenue only has road 
access to Countesswells Road 
•                This means that the residents from the southern half must drive at a 
circuitous 2.9km journey to drop children at Hazlehead and have to pass Airyhall 
Primary School along the way (1km away). It is also impractical for parents who are 
dropping kids on their way to work. 
   
We propose that the countesswells access side of the development is zoned to 
Airyhall school and the hazeldene access side is zoned to hazelhead. This two sides 
of the development will not be connected by road, only by a footpath. 
 
The only bus route that connects the southern half development with the Hazlehead 
primary involves travelling via the centre of Aberdeen. We deem walking to 
Hazlehead Primary School along occasional rough/poorly lit paths too far/unsafe and 
therefore necessitates a drive of over 2.8km, ironically passing Airyhall Primary 
School at just over 1km distance. Airyhall Primary School has a much better route 
which is both shorter and safer along the wide Countesswells Avenue with good 
visibility and then along the wide pavement of Countesswells Road. Airyhall Primary 
School prides itself on encouraging cycling to school and this would appeal to us and 
actually be possible. My daughter is eagerly waiting for the weather to improve so 
that she can cycle to school. 
 
For the above reasons, we believe that the proposal would benefit from modification 
to include the southern half of the Dandara development that connects on to 
countesswells Road to be zoned to Airyhall Primary. 
 
With kind regards 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
26/2/16 – Comment 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
This email constitutes formal input to the Airyhall-Hazlehead consultation process. 
 
The current proposal has the whole of the Dandara development zoned for 
Hazlehead Primary School.  We do not believe this serves all residents of the 
development well. 

 The Dandara development consists of two halves with no inter-connecting 
roads 



 The northern half (Hazlewood) is accessed via Hazledene Road and is 
naturally aligned with Hazlehead Primary School. 

 The southern half (Pinewood - which includes Countesswells Close and the 
new section of Countesswells Avenue) only has road access to 
Countesswells Road 

 This means that Pinewood residents must drive at a circuitous 2.9km journey 
to drop children at Hazlehead and have to pass Airyhall Primary School along 
the way (1km away) 

The only bus route that connects Pinewood with Hazlehead involves travelling via 
the centre of Aberdeen.  A more direct walking route does exist, but includes two 
sections that are through sections of open ground or woodland and are poorly lit.  I 
attach photos taken of these sections this week (note that one of these photos show 
the foreground in almost complete darkness). 

For these reason, we believe that the proposal would benefit from a modification to 
include the southern half of the Dandara development (Pinewood) in the Airyhall 
Primary zone.  I know this view is shared amongst other neighbours and you will also 
be receiving similar feedback from some of them. 

Also I would like to add, I think if all the same street is zoned to the same school 
which would benefit the kids to all know each other rather been separate school 
when they are only a house away.    

With kind regards 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

26/2/16 – Comment 
 
Dear Sir / Madam 
  
I am a resident of  the new Dandara development situated between Countesswells 
Road and Hazledene Road.   I would like to raise an objection to the re-zoning 
proposal for Airyhall and Hazlehead Primary School.  I do not believe this serves all 
residents of the development well: 

 The Dandara development consists of two halves with no inter-connecting roads 

 The northern half (known as the Grange)  is accessed via Hazledene Road and is 

naturally aligned with Hazlehead Primary School. 

 The southern half (which includes Countesswells Close and the new section of 

Countesswells Avenue) only has road access to Countesswells Road 

 This means that residents from the southern half must drive a circuitous 2.9km 

journey to drop children at Hazlehead and have to pass Airyhall Primary School 

along the way (1km away) 
The only bus route that connects Pinewood with Hazlehead involves travelling via 
the centre of Aberdeen.  A more direct walking route does exist, but includes two 
sections that are through sections of open ground or woodland and are poorly lit. 
 
 



For these reason, we believe that the proposal would benefit from a modification to 
include the southern half of the Dandara development that connects on to 
Countesswells Road to be zoned to Airyhall Primary zone. 
 
 
Regards 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
28/2/16 – Comment 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
This email constitutes formal feedback in regard to the Airyhall-Hazlehead 
consultation process. 
 
With regard to the Rezoning of Airyhall School I wish to highlight my concerns about 
the timing of the proposal and its decision. As an Aberdeen city council teacher 
returning from maternity leave in June it causes major problems regarding childcare. 
Childcare has been arranged for my children in the area with a childminder who can 
collect from Airyhall nursery and school. If we are rezoned this will cause major 
difficulties at short notice and may result on me not being able to return to work in 
order to allow my children to attend school nursery. This is due to difficulty in finding 
suitable private childcare in certain designated areas. In my opinion it is far too late 
to implement this for August 2016. 
 
Rezoning will also increase the travel time to school and involve driving past Airyhall 
School to get to Hazlehead school. It was stated in the proposal that an educational 
benefit of the proposal for the Macaulay estate was less travel time to school.  It 
would meant that children in Hazelwood development have more travel time and 
even more than Macaualy children have at present. This does not seem like and 
educational benefit for Hazlewood children.  
Children are encouraged to be active and walk to school but the distance for young 
children to walk to Hazlehead Primary would result in car use in an already busy and 
congested route.  
 
I hope these points are taken into consideration. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
29/2/16 – Comment 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I am a resident of the new Dandara development situated between Countesswells 
Road and Hazledene Road.  I would like to raise an objection to the re-zoning 
proposal for Airyhall and Hazlehead Primary School.  I do not believe this serves all 
residents of the development well: 

 



The Dandara development consists of two halves with no inter-connecting roads. 

The northern half (known as The Grange) is accessed via Hazledene Road and is 
naturally aligned with Hazlehead Primary School. 

The southern half (which includes Countesswells Close and the new section of 
Countesswells Avenue) only has road access to Countesswells Road). 

This means that residents from the southern half must drive a circuitous 2.9km 
journey to drop children at Hazlehead Primary and have to pass Airyhall Primary 
School along the way (1km away). 

The only bus route that connects Pinewood with Hazlehead involves travelling via 
the centre of Aberdeen.  A more direct walking route does exist, but includes two 
sections that are through sections of open ground or woodland that are poorly lit and 
would prove tricky for parents also walking with buggy's/prams etc. 

For these reasons, we believe that the proposal would benefit from a modification to 
include the southern half of the Dandara development that connects onto 
Countesswells Road to be zoned to Airyhall Primary School. 

Regards, 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

. 


