
Aberdeen City Child Protection Committee

Abby’s Room

What’s the Point?

1. A key area of concern in the modern world is on-line safety and abuse; two
sides of the same coin. Modern technology, used appropriately, is absolutely
fantastic, especially for children and young people in learning and socialising.
However, the darker side of that technology can have adverse consequences
for children ranging from the hurt of abusive remarks, to the circulation of
embarrassing pictures and even to suicide. To a large extent, protection from
this lies in the hands of the young people themselves. The CPC's "set" of
Abby’s room aims to remind young people to protect themselves when
they are on-line.

2. The set uses a metaphor approach to illustrate how the carefree online
behaviour of strangers would appear if being enacted in an offline world.
Abby’s Room provides the opportunity to see that information freely available
in her bedroom is also available on her social networking site profile. The set
brings the two worlds together, highlighting the actions of online behaviour in
a “real world” way.

3. Abby is an ordinary girl, just turned 13 years old, living with her family in
Aberdeen. Visitors are invited to have a rummage around Abby’s bedroom
and find out what they can about her. Abby probably wouldn't invite strangers
into her bedroom in the real world but have a look at her online profile and
see what she's prepared to share in her virtual world. Visitors will find that
much of the personal information seen in the private world of her
bedroom was actually publicly available on Abby’s online profile. There
was no need to enter her bedroom.
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4. Using the worksheet, compare what personal information can be seen in
Abby’s Room with that contained in a few Facebook posts.

5. The set is accompanied buy a virtual “set” contained in a CD Rom. This may
be set up alongside the actual set or be used instead by those without space
to reproduce the set. A disc records the scene and was photographed using
police R2S equipment. Viewers can move around and explore the set and
its “hot spots” from a PC.

6. Visitors are now invited to consider their own profile, and their
children’s profiles.

7. Pick up some online safety tips from the accompanying leaflets. There is
also very useful on- line safety information on the internet from, for example,
CEOP and the Scottish Government. Useful web-sites are
www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents, www.google/familysafety/tools,
www.choicesforlifeonline.org

8. If you wish to borrow this set, bookings can be made through
KincorthLibrary@aberdeencity.gov.uk or by telephone on 01224 872572. It is
kept at Kincorth Customer Access Point and Library, Provost Watt Drive,
Kincorth, Aberdeen AB12 5NA from where you will require to collect and
return the resource.

9. Main outcomes

• provide a resource to visually illustrate to adults, children and young
people the importance of using modern technology safely .

• provide information on careful and safe use of that technology.

• raise awareness about the work of the multi-agency Aberdeen City Child
Protection Committee.
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