
Aberdeen City Child Protection Committee

Abby’s Room

A Guide to this Resource

1. The resource consists of

• A bedroom “set”
• Extract Facebook page
• CD Rom
• What is the Point? document
• Accompanying Worksheet (for adaptation) and
• Accompanying leaflets on on-line safety

2. The set uses a metaphor approach to illustrate how the carefree online
behaviour of strangers would appear if being enacted in an offline world.
Abby’s Room provides the opportunity to see that information freely
available in Abby’s bedroom is also available on her social networking site
profile. The set brings the two worlds together, highlighting the actions of
online behaviour in a “real world” way. To a large extent, on-line safety
lies in the hands of young people themselves. The set of Abby’s Room
aims to remind young people to protect themselves when they are
on-line.

3. Abby is an ordinary girl, just turned 13 years old, living with her family in
Aberdeen. Visitors to the set are invited to have a rummage around
Abby’s bedroom and find out what they can about her. Abby
probably wouldn't invite strangers into her bedroom in the real world but
have a look at the extract Facebook page and see what she's prepared to
share in her virtual world. Visitors will find that much of the personal
information seen in the private world of her bedroom was actually
publicly available on Abby’s online profile. There was no need to
enter her bedroom.

4. This set can be borrowed as an educational resource for use, for example,
in schools, youth groups or at events. It is entirely up to you how you
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utilise this resource. It can be adapted for large or smaller audiences.
Essentially, the audience require to be invited into Abby’s Room to find out
all they can about her and then to compare that information with her on-
line profile. It is expected that the audience may feel uncomfortable
rummaging around Abby’s bedroom and also be appalled at how exposed
and vulnerable Abby is on-line. It is hoped that young people will re-
evaluate their own on-line profiles and utilise the on-line safety tips
made available.

5. The set is accompanied by a CD Rom which can also be used
independently by those without space to reproduce the set of Abby’s
bedroom. The disc records the scene and was photographed using police
R2S equipment. This may also provide you with some guidance on setting
up Abby’s Room. Viewers can move around and explore the set and its
“hot spots” from a PC.

6. The set is also accompanied by various leaflets containing online
safety tips which are available for handing out to visitors to Abby’s Room.
There is also very useful on- line safety information on the internet from,
for example, CEOP and the Scottish Government. Useful web-sites are
www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents, www.google/familysafety/tools,
www.choicesforlifeonline.org

7. A worksheet is also available and can be adapted to suit any particular
project. This invites visitors to note what they can about Abby from her
bedroom, then compare that with the information she has disclosed in just
a few Facebook posts. Access this on
http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/social_care_health/social_work/childrens_
services/chi_child_protection_committee.asp

8. You may borrow this resource by contacting
KincorthLibrary@aberdeencity.gov.uk or telephoning 01224 872572. It is
kept at Kincorth Customer Access Point and Library, Provost Watt Drive,
Kincorth Aberdeen, AB12 5NA from where you will require to collect and
return the resource. It is expected that borrowing will be limited to a 2
week period, but please advise upon enquiry should you wish it for a
longer period for a particular project.

9. Main Outcomes
• To provide a resource to visually illustrate to adults, children and

young people the importance of using modern technology safely.
• To provide information on careful and safe use of that technology.
• To raise awareness about the multi-agency Aberdeen City Child

Protection Committee.


