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Introduction

As the nights draw in we are delighted to share with you our October to December 
What’s On Guide welcoming you to access library services in the ways that suit you 
best.

As every household feels the impact of the cost of living our Central and Community 
libraries continue to be Warm Spaces where everyone is welcome. We welcome you 
to our already heated libraries, you don’t have to be a library member to come and 
read, print and take part in other activities, however if you are not a member you 
are very welcome to join to take advantage of free access to books, PCs, over 7OOO 
newspapers and magazine, learning, events and more.

We are excited to share our range of activities for children and young people this 
season with Bookbug, coding, animation and escape rooms available. Further in 
person events include our partnership with the University of Aberdeen’s WayWORD 
festival with a return visit from Chris Brookmyre and we draw 
inspiration from Aberdeen’s past with crime fiction 
from Eric Davidson and the telling of the life of 
Aberdeen born operatic actress Mary Garden.

Keep Warm and Carry On Reading.

Margaret Stewart
– Service Manager 
(Libraries & Community Learning)
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Membership
Becoming a member of 
Aberdeen City Libraries

Free membership of Aberdeen City Libraries 
is available to people of all ages and abilities, 
who work, live or study in Aberdeen City 
or Shire. Join in person at your local library 
(proof of identity is required, such as driving 
licence, bill or bank card) or online. 

You can join from birth, but those under 
the age of 16 years will need permission 
from a parent or carer, who must take 
responsibility for items borrowed on the 
card.

Benefits:
• Free book loans. Choose from thousands  
 of paperback, hardback and audiobooks
• Free access to e-resources such as  
 BorrowBox and PressReader
• Free access to our public PCs
• Access to our extensive media catalogue  
 of DVDs & Blu Rays (loan charges apply)

Events @ Aberdeen City 
Libraries

We are excited to welcome audiences back 
into our libraries for in-person events.

You can now browse our events calendar 
and book your place online via our library 
catalogue. 

Membership is not required; all you need is 
a contact email address or phone number 
to secure your place.

http://Bit.Ly/ACLEventsCalendar

Room Hire

Aberdeen City Libraries have several 
meeting rooms available for booking by 
members of the public or library members.

The meeting spaces in Central Library can 
fit between 4 and 3O people and there are 
meeting rooms in Airyhall and Cove 
Libraries. All rooms feature free Wi-Fi and 
power points plus equipment such as 
projectors and screens can be hired on 
request.

For full details, prices and availability,
email LibraryEvents@aberdeencity.gov.uk 
or call O1224 6525OO.
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Reading
We offer a wide range of reading materials for all ages and abilities which can be borrowed
free from our libraries across the city. 

Books are available in large print and audio formats plus eBooks, eAudiobooks and
eMagazines can be downloaded to most mobile devices via our website.

Looking for inspiration? Our libraries and online catalogue always have a series of curated
collections to help you find the perfect new book to read.

Search, reserve and renew items with our online catalogue - www.aberdeencity.spydus.co.uk
Items can be reserved for collection from your local library and returned to any branch of
Aberdeen City Libraries.

Borrowbox

Our BorrowBox digital library allows you free access to browse, 
borrow and download eBooks and eAudiobooks from the comfort or 
your own home or when you are out and about.

PressReader

Browse digital editions of more than 7OOO newspapers and 
magazines from over 12O countries in over 6O languages using the 
dedicated app or on any internet enabled device.
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Children & Young People
Aberdeen City Libraries encourages a love of reading among babies, toddlers, children and young people
for pleasure and information. In addition to books, DVDs and educational toys and games, events and
activities are frequently held, from Bookbug sessions for babies and toddlers to creative writing
workshops for young adults. 

Children are never too young to join the library. Parents or carers only need to take proof of identity along 
to any library in Aberdeen when they wish to join their children. The parent/guarantor is responsible for any 
items taken out on a child’s card but there are no charges for overdue items.

Additional Support Needs

Our libraries provide a welcoming 
space to all families with 
children with additional support 
needs with access to a wide 
range of titles and resources.

We also offer the opportunity to 
have familiarisation visits to library 
sites, storyboards showing the layouts 
of libraries and have calming resources 
available to visitors.

For more information, email
LearningDevelopment@aberdeencity.gov.uk

Curriculum Resources & 
Information Service

Curriculum Resources and 
Information Service (CRIS) is 
a specialist resource service 
available to staff in Aberdeen 
City working to support 
the educational and social 
developmental needs of children & 
young people aged 3+.

Based in Lochside Academy, CRIS is open Monday - Friday from 
8.45am - 5pm including during school holidays (except Christmas).

For more information call O1224 24176O
or email CRIS@aberdeencity.gov.uk
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Children & Young People – Bookbug
Bookbug Sessions

Bookbug sessions are free, friendly and fun 
sessions of stories, songs and rhymes for 
babies, toddlers, pre-schoolers and their 
families and carers to enjoy together. Each 
session lasts around 3O minutes and they 
have been designed to support children’s 
development while having fun. They take 
place in a very relaxed environment and 
are a great opportunity to spend some 
quality time with your little one, meet other 
families and have fun together.

For details on dates and times of
upcoming Bookbug sessions,
visit our website. Book online or
contact your local library.

Bookbug Online Sessions

In addition to our in-person events, our 
Bookbug team record monthly virtual 
sessions that can be viewed online on our 
YouTube and Facebook channels.

These short videos feature a selection 
of stories, songs and rhymes that can be 
enjoyed with your little ones from the 
comfort of your own home, at any time.

Bookbug Library Challenge

Bookbug’s Library Challenge is a free and 
fun way to encourage your child to enjoy 
using their library. Collect a Bookbug stamp 
each time your child borrows books, and 
when their stamp card is complete, they 
can a collect beautifully illustrated 
certificate. 

Ask library staff for more information on 
how to take part.
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Children’s Events & Activities
Look out for opportunities to participate in activities, initiatives, events and groups across 
Aberdeen City Libraries. Ask at your local library for more information.

LEGO CLUBS CODE CLUBS STORYTIME & CRAFTS 

ESCAPE ROOMS ANIMATION BOOK GROUPS 
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Author Events
To book for any of our events, visit http://Bit.Ly/ACLEventsCalendar or call O1224 6525OO.

WayWORD Festival: Chris Brookmyre
at Central Library
Thursday 6 October | 3pm – 4pm | Central Library

A private island, a luxury getaway. They are alone. They think. One 
hen weekend, seven secrets…but only one worth killing for.

As part of the University of 
Aberdeen’s WayWord the 
ever-ebullient Chris 
Brookmyre in the 
surroundings of 
Aberdeen Central 
Library, to 
celebrate his new 
novel, The Cliff 
House.

Please note that 
booking for this 
event is via the 
WayWORD Festival 
website.

Crime writing and self-publishing
with Eric Davidson
Wednesday 12 October I 5.45pm – 7pm I Mastrick Library
Monday 7 November I 5.45pm – 7pm I Airyhall Library
Saturday 26 November I 2.3Opm – 3.3Opm I Tillydrone Library

We are pleased to welcome back local author Eric Davidson, with 
visits to 3 Aberdeen City Libraries this autumn, to discuss his crime 
books including the MILO series and 
The little boy who didn’t like 
corned beef, set during 
the city’s 1964 typhoid 
outbreak. 

Eric, a self-published 
writer of 12 books, will 
also provide an insight 
into the world of self-
publishing, from initial 
idea to finished book.
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Author Events
To book for any of our events, visit http://Bit.Ly/ACLEventsCalendar or call O1224 6525OO.

The Great Mary Garden: A talk + film screening
Wednesday 2 November | 6pm – 7.3Opm | Central Library

Once described by Noel Coward as 
“one of the greatest operatic 
actresses in the world”, 
Aberdeen born Mary 
Garden (1874–1967) 
is now a relatively 
obscure figure.

Join author and 
director Mike Gibb for 
a short talk on the life 
of this bygone musical 
sensation, tracing her 
remarkable success across 
America and France to her death 
near Inverurie at the age of 92.

Mike’s talk will be followed by a screening of Aberdeen’s Forgotten 
Diva, his new 25-minute film inspired by the Granite City’s foremost 
opera star. 

Book Week Scotland
Monday 14 November – Saturday 19 November

Book Week Scotland is an annual celebration of books and reading 
that takes place across the country. Keep an eye on our website, 
social media channels and in your local library for announcements on 
a great range of events to celebrate this Year of Stories.
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Health & Wellbeing
Health Information 
Plus

Our health and 
wellbeing service 
has been refreshed 
making it even 
easier to access 
high quality health 
information, in a 
range of formats. We 
offer guided support 
to enable you to find and 
use a wide range of tools to 
help improve your health and 
wellbeing, signposting where appropriate 
to other local and national organisations. Ask in any library for more 
information or make an appointment with our Health & Wellbeing 
Librarian - healthinfo@aberdeencity.gov.uk or O1224 6525OO.

Look out for events and talks covering topics such as mental health, 
healthy eating, and mindfulness coming to a library near you soon!

Playlist for Life

All Aberdeen City Libraries are Playlist For Life help points. Playlist 
for life uses the power of music to help anyone with dementia by 
building a playlist of songs that hold meaning to their lives. Pick up 
information on how to build your list in any library.

Healthy Reading

Reading for as little as 6 minutes a day can reduce stress levels by 
68%, it doesn’t matter what you read just that you enjoy it!

You can also find help and support on a range of health issues in 
our Healthy Reading Collections. Developed with input from NHS 
Grampian and local health care organisations, the collections cover 
a broad range of health issues including Addiction, Allergies, Cancer, 
Chronic Pain, Dementia, Disability, Healthy Eating, Mental Health, Self-
esteem, and Sleep. There is also a selection of mood boosting fiction. 
The collections can be reserved online for delivery to any library, just 
search on the catalogue for “Healthy Reading collection”.

For more information visit www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/Health
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Literacy & Learning
Learning

Language courses, dual language materials, revision guides and 
educational games are available to support learners of all ages, and 
we offer a range of resources to help readers build confidence.

Other resources can help with homework, study or research and can 
be accessed online from home or in the library.

Study Spaces

The Information Centre has study desks available for public use for 
study and work. Limited power sockets available so please make sure 
your device is fully charged. Free Wi-Fi available via Aberdeen City 
Connect.

A limited number of study spaces also available at our Community 
Libraries.
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Local Heritage
The Local Studies service is situated in the Information Centre within Central Library and offers access to a wide 
collection of historical resources including books dating back to the 17th century, pamphlets, photographs, maps,
historical newspapers, and periodicals. A collection of local history books can also be found in all our
community libraries. 

Family History

The Central Library is the perfect place to start your family history or 
to dig deeper. Get free access to a range of family history resources 
including birth, marriage and death records, newspaper family 
announcements, census records, post office directories and historic 
electoral registers.

Free access to key online family history resources such as Ancestry 
Library Edition, Find My Past and the British Newspaper Archive is 
available at the Central Library and in all our community libraries.

The Silver City Vault

The Silver City Vault is 
Aberdeen City Libraries’ 
online archive of historic 
photographs and 
documents relating to 
Aberdeen’s past. Take a trip 
through time to learn about 
your local or family history 
or simply browse through our 
evocative collection of images.

Visit http://silvercityvault.org.uk 
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Business & Employability
Access a wide range of books for loan, premium online resources and services to enhance your employability 
skills, help you find a job or start your own business. Our Patlib Centre, based in the Central Library, provides free 
access to help, information & advice on the optimum protection of your intellectual property rights including 
patents, trademarks, designs & copyright. Contact us for assistance on BusinessInfo@aberdeencity.gov.uk.

Intellectual property Information 1:1 meetings

Please contact us at BusinessInfo@aberdeencity.gov.uk to arrange 
your 1:1 meeting during which a member of Aberdeen Patlib staff 
will help you identify the IP in your business, & discuss with you its 
protection. We can provide you with an overview of the IP system 
in the UK, information on how to apply for the different IP rights, 
and assist you in basic clearance searches. Please note during these 
one-to- one meetings, we offer information only. For details on how 
to access free professional  advice on protecting your intellectual 
property, please see below.

Intellectual Property Advice Clinics
Wednesday 19 October | 16 November | 14 December 
Appointments 2.5Opm – 6.4Opm

Discuss completely free of charge the optimum protection of your 
products, designs, ideas & brands with a CIPA (Chartered Institute of 
Patent Attorneys) registered attorney. Book your free 1:1 virtual advice 
consultation online or call O1224 6525OO. 

Looking to Improve your employability skills/
find a job?

Then be sure to check out our latest events listings for upcoming 
drop-in sessions & events in our libraries from local agencies 
supporting employability.

Volunteering Opportunities

Volunteering is a great way to gain and develop valuable skills, 
build your confidence or enhance your CV. Aberdeen City Libraries 
has a well-established volunteer programme and were awarded 
the Volunteer Friendly Award in 2O2O recognising the high level of 
support offered to volunteers taking part in our programme.
Opportunities include:
• Duke Of Edinburgh Award
• Saltire Award
• Work Experience

For more information and to check availability, email 
LibraryVolunteers@aberdeencity.gov.uk
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Digital Inclusion
Computer Services

There is free Wi-Fi and PC access in all libraries in Aberdeen. Our 
libraries offer the following services:
 • Printing
 • Photocopying
 • Scanning

Please note that there is a charge for these services and library 
membership is required to use the computers.

Library App

Did you know that you can download our 
Aberdeen City Libraries app for your phone 
or tablet? 

Search and reserve items, self-issue items 
through the App, view and renew items 
online and manage your account on the go.

Visit the App Store or Google Play and 
search for the Spydus Mobile App.

Princh

Need to print something on the go? With Princh, you can print from 
your mobile device or laptop at our libraries.

This service is available at all city libraries and can be paid for by debit 
card, PayPal or at the staff desk. Standard printing charges apply.

Download the Princh app or visit print.princh.com

Explore more with our eLearning offer

Aberdeen City Libraries provide a range of eLearning services and 
actively supports course delivery and eLearning opportunities to all. 
We provide a range of courses in different locations across the city 
and give access to free eLearning resources covering a variety of 
subjects.

Visit www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/elearning to learn more about the 
resources and courses available in all libraries.

Miscellaneous
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Book Groups

Aberdeen City Libraries supports many book groups across the city, both independent 
groups and those which meet in libraries. If you are interested in reading and sharing 
your thoughts with likeminded people, why not join a book group? There are a number 
which meet in libraries and community venues across the city. Alternatively we can 
also provide advice and support to people who would like to set up their own group.

ABZ Reading Group @ Inchgarth Community Centre, Aboyne Road, Garthdee
Second Wednesday of every month | 7.3Opm - 9pm 

Bridge of Don Book Group @ Bridge of Don Library, Scotstown Road
First Wednesday of every month | 5.45pm 

Central Library Book Group @ Central Library, Rosemount Viaduct
Last Saturday of every month | 2.15pm (except December)

Cornhill Book Group @ Cornhill Library, Cornhill Drive 
First Tuesday of every month | 2pm 

Ferryhill Book Group @ Ferryhill Community Centre, Albury Road 
Second Monday of every month | 7.3Opm 

Midstocket Book Group @ Community Association rooms in Mile End Nursery building
Third Thursday of the month | 1pm - 3pm

Rosemount Book Group @ Rosemount Community Centre, Belgrave Terrace 
Last Wednesday of every month | 7pm - 9pm

Already part of a book group in Aberdeen? Why not borrow your next title from the 
library? Get in touch at learningdevelopment@aberdeencity.gov.uk to find out more 
about our Book Group Collection.

Miscellaneous
Home Library Service

The Home Library Service is a free personal service 
for people of all ages who live in Aberdeen and are 
unable to visit their local library due to disability, 
illness or because they are caring for someone.

The service is available on a permanent or 
temporary basis, for example while recovering 
from an operation or illness. Our Home Library staff 
visit once every four weeks to drop off and collect 
items. Although use of the Home Library Service is 
free, there is a charge for borrowing CDs, DVDs and 
Blu-ray.

For more information, call O1224 49893O or email 
HomeLibrary@aberdeencity.gov.uk
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Central Library –
Rosemount Viaduct, AB25 1GW

Airyhall Library –
Springfield Road, AB15 7RF

Bridge of Don Library –
Scotstown Road, AB22 8HH 

Bucksburn Library –
Kepplehills Road, AB21 9DG

Cornhill Library –
Cornhill Drive, AB16 5UT
 
Cove Library –
Loirston Avenue, AB12 3HE

Culter Library –
North Deeside Road, AB14 OUJ

Cults Library – 
North Deeside Road, AB15 9SX

Dyce Library –
Gordon Terrace, AB21 7NF

Ferryhill Library –
Fonthill Road, AB11 6UP

Kaimhill Library –
Pitmedden Terrace, AB1O 7HR

Kincorth Library –
Provost Watt Drive, AB12 5NA

Mastrick Library –
Greenfern Road, AB16 6TR

Northfield Library –
Byron Square, AB16 7LL

Tillydrone Library – 
Tillydrone Community Campus, 
Hayton Road, AB24 2UD

Torry Library –
Victoria Road, AB11 9NJ

Woodside Library –
Clifton Road, AB24 4DX

Visit www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/Library 
for opening times and further information on our libraries.

   TWITTER: @silvercitylibs

   FACEBOOK: Aberdeen City Libraries

   INSTAGRAM: AberdeenCityLibraries

   YOUTUBE: Aberdeen City Libraries


