
Aberdeen City Council 
 

Gaelic Medium Education – Catchment Area Proposals 
 

Questions Raised at Public Meeting – 14 September 2021 
 
The following questions were raised by online participants at the public meeting held on 14 September 2021, to 
discuss Aberdeen City Council’s proposals to introduce catchment areas for Gaelic Medium Education (GME) 
provision in the city. 
 
As there was not sufficient time to discuss all of these questions during the meeting, officers’ responses to each 
question have been provided here. 
 
Q: How did you decide on these particular catchments proposed? 
A: The proposed catchment areas are intended to ensure reasonable travel distances to school, which is a 

requirement of the statutory guidance. 
 
Q: What is the situation with providing pupil transport to both schools? Thank you   
A: Transport to the GME provision is not currently provided. However, anyone with financial difficulties can 

request assistance from the Council. In addition, from 31 January 2022, all children and young people in 
Scotland aged between 5 and 21 will be eligible for free bus travel. 

 
Q: Will everyone who completes GME at Gilcomstoun be guaranteed a place at Hazelhead, wherever they live? 
A: Pupils living outwith the proposed catchment area for the Hazlehead provision will be required to submit a 

placing request, if they wish to attend the provision. However based on current pupil numbers and available 
space, we are confident that placing requests can be accommodated. 

 
Q: Why is the Hazlehead catchment not included in the primary catchment? Surely that reduces the chance of 

continuing on to secondary GME rather than increasing it?  
A: The proposed GME primary catchment area is wholly contained within the proposed GME secondary 

catchment area, so if the proposals are accepted, any children living within the GME primary catchment area 
and therefore eligible to attend the primary provision, will also be living within the GME secondary 
catchment area and will also therefore be entitled to progress to the GME secondary provision. 

 
Q: What are the positives, do you see in the creating of the catchment area proposed that haven't already been 

identified? If any. 
A: The benefits of the proposals are fully explained in the proposal document, which is available to download 

from our Consultation Hub: https://consultation.aberdeencity.gov.uk/education-and-childrens-
services/gme-zoning-2021/ 

 
Q: Under what circumstances will you keep the current catchment area?  
A: Elected members will make the final decision on whether or not to implement the proposed new catchment 

areas, at the Education Operational Delivery Committee meeting on 26 January 2022. 
 
Q: Why do you think there is a drop off between primary and secondary? Have you asked parents? 
A: We have not formally asked parents about this. 
 
Q: Are there any other children in the city who do not share smooth transitions with peers ie where primary 

catchments don’t map onto secondary catchments? 
A: Children attending one of the city’s three Roman Catholic primary schools, will be eligible to attend different 

secondary schools after leaving P7, and may therefore not attend the same secondary school as all of their 
peers.  

 
Q: What is driving the need for catchment areas vs staus quo?  
A: There is national statutory guidance which requires us to set catchment areas. 

https://consultation.aberdeencity.gov.uk/education-and-childrens-services/gme-zoning-2021/
https://consultation.aberdeencity.gov.uk/education-and-childrens-services/gme-zoning-2021/


 
Q: How can the Council justify using GME resource inequitably across the city? 
A: The distribution of the resource has not changed. 
 
Q: What if a sibling can't be given a place through a placing request? There is a problem when there are not 

enough places and siblings have to attend different schools. 
A: Pupils living outwith the proposed zones for the GME provision will be required to submit a placing request. 

However based on current pupil numbers and available space, we are confident that placing requests can be 
accommodated. 

 
Q: Is the reason for the size of catchment so the council don’t have to pay for transport for out of catchment 

kids?  
A: The catchment areas have been proposed in order to ensure a reasonable travel distance to school. 
 
Q: What exactly do mean about having the catchments within a suitable travel distance - this seems to be just 

at the cut-off for transport provision - is this the reason for the decision of catchment areas (to not have to 
provide the transport per ACC transport provision rules)? The non-provision of transport excludes families 
who are unable to make the journey or live within the catchment area 

A: We have interpreted reasonable travel distance as reasonable walking distance, and so the proposed 
catchment areas have been set accordingly. 

 
Q: How will Aberdeen city council further promote gaelic medium education? What plans do you have to do 

this? Can you give examples? 
A: We will continue to promote GME through the Council website and the Gaelic language plan. 
 
Q: Why did the council not decide to set a city wide catchment area, as seen in other local authorities? Surely if 

the issue was setting a catchment area it would be better to maintain the status quo and unofficial city wide 
catchment area to offer the benefits of GME to the whole population of Aberdeen city. 

A: This was to ensure reasonable travel distances to school. 
 
Q: Has there been a new Gaelic Development Officer appointed? 
A: The process has begun to appoint a replacement officer. 
 
 Q: Will you now think of creating a catchment zone for the Music School in Dyce? 
A: This is not being considered at this time. 
 
Q: I think the Garlic Language Plan expects equity of access for all children. Is that the Council’s stance? 
A: Yes. 
 
Q: It makes little sense that someone is newmachar can attend 'automatically' but someone is Bridge of don or 

Dyce will not (sic) 
A: It is not the case that an Aberdeenshire pupil would attend automatically. They would be required to submit 

a placing request. 
 
Q: Can you propose a larger catchment area than what you have already? 
A: Elected members will make a decision in January whether or not to accept the proposed new catchment 

areas. If the proposals are not accepted then they may choose to instruct officers to consider / recommend 
alternative catchment areas. 

 
Q: Does this affect pupils from the shire now and in the future 
A: There would be no change for Aberdeenshire pupils. 
 
Q: Any thought on gme children’s safety and mental well being? There are children within the city having to 

leave at 6.45am, taking serval buses to get to school so they can get gme. 
A: The proposals will have no impact on this, as the location of the primary and secondary provisions is not 

changing. 
 



Q: How will you promote GME to parents outside the catchment?  
A: This will be promoted through the Council website and the Gaelic Language Plan. 
 
Q: So are the council saying if someone in Hazlehead catchment aspires to GME for their child in secondary, 

they have NO entitlement to primary GME and if someone in Gilcoomstoun catchment wants to pursue GME 
they will have no entitlement to secondary?? 

A: The proposed GME primary catchment area is wholly contained within the proposed GME secondary 
catchment area, so if the proposals are accepted, any children living within the GME primary catchment area 
and therefore eligible to attend the primary provision, will also be living within the GME secondary 
catchment area and will also therefore be entitled to progress to the GME secondary provision. Other pupils 
wishing to attend either provision will be able to submit a placing request. 

 
Q: Wil there be Safer Routes to Schools plans for pupils coming from outside the catchment areas? 
A: No, it would not be possible to establish safer routes to these two schools from all areas of the city. 
 
Q: I believe the question around the Music School  catchment is regards to - if you're not creating a catchment 

for that specific education, why are you doing so for GME 
A: The Music School is for pupils with proven aptitude for music, and is therefore not open to all students, 

whereas GME is open to all pupils, regardless of ability. 
 
Q: Do you think GME should be better promoted in the city. 
A: We continue to look at ways to further promote GME in the city. 
 
Q: Within the proposal (either this one if accepted or another if this is rejected), will it be written in that there 

will be set peridic reviews (eg. every 2/5 years) 
A: It is unlikely that there will be set periods for review, but any decision can be reviewed if circumstances 

change and it is considered necessary. 
 
Q: Has the council looked at the average house price of the catchment areas and if this has an impact on 

availability of GME provision to ALL demographic groups including single parents families? I could not have 
placed my children in GME as a single parent mother and nhs worker, my children would not have benefitted 
as it would not have been financially viable to send them to Gilcomstoun from Hazlehead area  

A: House prices are not a consideration when setting catchment areas for schools. 
 
Q: Why was Gilcomstoun chosen to host the GME unit for Aberdeen?  Was there any consideration to future 

zoning? 
A: This is a historical decision which predates the officers currently in post, so we are unable to comment on 

this. 
 


