
Union Street West End
Schoolhill, Upperkirkgate & Belmont 
Street Castlegate Beach Public Spaces Beach Sports & Leisure Beach Ballroom

Have fewer bus stops, but combine them. 
There's at least twice the number 
needed; not every bus needs to go along 
Union Street. Current pedestrianisation 
of Union Street has worked well, it should 
never re-open to traffic.

Assuming Union St is to be closed, 
Castlegate should be opened 
instead. At least for busses. It could 
even be used as a central bus 
hub/station for local bus services (as 
opposed to the wider range bus 
station at Union Square).

Although I quite like the Kingsford 
location for the stadium, the beach 
is even better.

Have lived in Aberdeen my whole life and 
the poor maintenance of the buildings on 
union street is shocking. Vegetation 
evident on alot of the old granite 
buildings is dangerous and an eyesore. 
Like the idea of pedestrianise section but 
must also take into consideration 
accessibility for elderly and disabled

An accessible alternative to standing 
waiting for lights at commerce Street 
choking on exhaust fumes

Why create a new park when there is 
there already just redevelop what's 
there already

Absolute shambles as a bus user, give us 
Union St back, I detest going into town 
now, bus in front today broke down = 
gridlock, I don't like online shopping but 
after being in town today, oh me, take all 
the traffic restrictions away, the shopping 
centres were depressing

Pedestrian union street, more outdoor 
cafe/bar/restaurants. Scraped idea of low 
pollution zone  

Keep single lane on rest of Union St to 
keep the outside facilities of cafes, bars & 
restaurants 

Encourage cafes, bars & restaurants 
to adopt Edinburgh’gtassmarket’ 
type of area

Union Street needs a refresh, it does not 
need dramatic changes, but a clean and 
kept clean, as well as the shops being 
occupied, including local and 
national/worldwide names in there. 



ACC has killed the heart of the city by 
making appalling infrastructure changes 
making it alnost impossible to access by 
car - as a result no one now goes and 
funnily all the shops have shut. Easy 
access and free parking are essential as 
just look at the retail parks in Garthdee, 
Portlethen etc which are packed. I rarely 
go to Union street now as the drive and 
parking are a nightmare and expensive so 
instead i go to the aforemention business 
parks or Inverurie, Banchory or Dundee 
instead.

ACC have made access to this area 
by car users almost impossible and 
are killing businesses as a result - 
make access simpler and cheaper for 
car users as the current situation has 
largely made it inaccesible and 
unattractive.

Access to this area is very difficult 
due to ACC making driving to city 
centre and parking very difficult and 
expensive - this must change. These 
are nice areas but until you get 
people back into the city centre then 
it is pointless and only the drunks 
and drug users that currently 
frequent these areas will see the 
changes.

Easy access for car users is essential 
as was demonstrated by the 
ludicrous, not to mention dangerous, 
changes made by ACC to the beach 
during Covid - people go there 
mainly by car and Covid putting 
people of public transport even 
more means cars will be favoured 
long term.

As the debacle that was ACC 
uneccesary changes at the beach for 
Covid, which was actually very 
dangerous as people tried to get kids 
their kids out the car into oncoming 
traffic, safe and easy access for 
families by car is essential.

Access by car and good provision of 
affordable parking nearby is 
essential. Having attended a number 
of events here being able to park 
close, particuarly during inclement 
weather, has been so difficult that it 
has prevented us attending more - 
particuarly in winter.

More pedestrian friendly areas and space 
for businesses with cafe and pub tables - 
particularly the pedestrianisation of 
Union Street between Bridge Street and 
Market Street.  But this MUST be 
accompanied with appropriate 
alternatives for vehicles in and around 
town.  The current traffic management 
with full traffic would cause chaos and 
completely put me off visiting town 
during busier periods.  Sending so many 
vehicles along Bridge and Market Streets 
is not an appropriate long-term solution, 
particularly without the addition of 
overpasses and underpasses to allow 
traffic to flow more freely.

I worry permanent pedestrianisation 
along this area would put far too 
high demand on other traffic routes 
around the city centre and create 
serious traffic management issues.

Castlegate is a wasted space 
currently, more needs done to utilise 
the area.  Better active travel 
connections to connect the city 
centre to the beach through 
Castlegate would be a sensible idea.

The current one way system around 
the beach area is sensible.  But 
provision needs to be made for car 
parking in the area during matches 
at Pittodrie - from the Ice Arena 
northwards up the beach front - to 
avoid causing serious parking 
problems and difficulties for locals 
and supporters.

A new stadium at the beach keeps 
Aberdeen FC near their home.  The 
city council should provide funding 
to help finance the new stadium and 
keeping the footfall in the heart of 
the city instead of losing millions to 
Westhill and the Shire council area 
which Kingsford would do.  The 
location of cafes nearby at the 
beachfront would encourage more 
children and families to attend 
games as part of a whole day out 
experience.  Appropriate 
arrangements must be made for 
parking during events at a new 
stadium.

Unsightly empty buildings. The entire 
facade of the buildings need a power 
wash as well as the pavements. Can get 
creative with some of the boarded up 
shops and put colourful Aberdeen 
inspired graffiti on it etc. Need to make 
union street way more safe for bikes. 

We are so fortunate to have such a 
fantastic beach on our doorstep. 
Lockdown has shown us how lucky 
we are as the usage down the beach 
went through the roof. There are 
now so many more people in surfing, 
swimming, paddle boarding. It is 
such a great asset we need to 
maximise its use. A safe and simple 
cycle pathways from the town centre 
to the beach would help a lot. Need 
to impove the access to it. 

More shops on the streets rather than 
shopping centres. Make car parking free 
to encourage city centre activities 

Make car parking free to encourage 
Incentivise street shops and city 
centre offices. Make car parking free 
to encourage visits

More shops on the streets rather 
than shopping centres. Make car 
parking free to encourage visits

Make car parking free to encourage 
visits 

There is plenty parking space on the 
beach if the barriers are removed



Union Street, Schoolhill etc, needs to be 
drastically overhauled. Right now, many 
local people are travelling to Aberdeen 
just to go to Union Square, there needs to 
be fresh shops that will draw people to 
the high street. Business rates are costing 
out potential new businesses, let alone 
the rents. More needs to be done to 
encourage companies taking over 
shopfronts, and we need more interest 
from companies who have shops in the 
central belt. Lego and Hot Topic, for 
example, could be a welcome addition to 
Union Street.

Rents and business rates on 
Schoolhill are extremely high, and 
there's lots of abandoned shops 
there. There also used to be student 
unions for both universities there. 
Maybe propose reopening them to 
encourage students to come into the 
city center, and have a location for 
students to host events? Besides, 
having a road that is bare for shops 
between two shopping centers is not 
a good look. 

There used to be a small market at 
Castlegate (similar to the one that 
was on Belmont Street, or the 
International Market that was held 
on Union Terrace). Castlegate would 
be an ideal location to host semi-
regular outdoor markets in the 
future.

Maybe enhance the small park in 
front of the beach ballroom? Fit a 
small basketball/football court like 
the one at George Street/Hutcheon 
Street (ideally every park in 
Aberdeen should have something 
like this, but fully built. There is a 
small park near ARI that just has a 
dirt patch around a basketball ring, 
this is not suitable for proper 
basketball games)..
We certainly need other activities to 
be made available. The swimming 
pool could maybe be open for 
longer. There was a proposal to turn 
part of the Aberdeen Market to an 
axe-throwing arena; maybe have 
that available at the beach instead? 
Also, other sports should be made 
available to people, for example 
archery, or parkour. The nearest 
place that the public can go to go to 
an archery range as I remember is 
near Old Meldrum. We certainly 
need more opportunities for 
different sports here in Aberdeen. 
Keeping them near the beach would 
be ideal, since we already have the 
leisure centre and Transition 

Encourage use of the Beach 
Ballroom for different, year long 
events that would not fit in either 
the Music Centre or P&J Live.

Have never understood why the 
beach cafés and the beach are 
separated by a busy road. 

Introduce an "aire" style parking and 
water and waste disposal facilities 
for motorhomes , campervans and 
touring caravans.  Beach area would 
be an ideal location for overnight 
stops and if the access to the city 
centre were improved this would 
bring more tourists to Aberdeen City 
Centre

Significant change, 50% pedestrianisation



Relocation of Pittodrie to an 
alternative beach location would be 
a vital part in enhancing the tired 
city centre. A community based 
football club, based in and around 
the city centre can add untold 
commercial benefits to the 
surrounding area as well as the 
enhancement of AFC’s already 
awarding winning community 
initiatives 

Pedestrian use Union Street and create a 
shopping,dining and cafe experience. 
Cafes and restaurants with permanent 
outside spaces.
Consider roofing areas of Union Street to 
provide weather protection. 

Keepimg the stadium here would be 
fantastic for the city

Bon Accord Baths would create an 
important, city center attraction for those 
with children. 

West End is the place to go for street 
cafes and small independent 
boutiques.  Make this a destination 
area. Clean up the pavements and 
improve the car park for those that 
have to travel by car

Unpedestrianize union street. Un pedestrianize schoolhill
I would like a more permanent cafe 
culture style with ourside spaces 
remaining in place
As a driver I do not think it is a good idea 
to permanently pedestrianise Market 
Street to Bridge Street. There is not 
sufficient other routes to make this a 
good idea. Look at the snarl up from the 
bottom of Market Street & Guild Street 
with buses and other traffic. Easier access 
to the centre of town for drivers should 
increase the footfall to the shops & 
benefit the shops.

As a driver I don’t think it’s a good 
idea to pedestrianise any part of this 
area. There is not sufficient 
infrastructure to support this. People 
should be allowed to drive into the 
centre of town to shop. This should 
increase footfall and benefit the 
shops

There should be a large shelter with 
big picture windows built at the 
beach so people can still enjoy this 
area in inclement weather

Fabulous building and more use 
should be made of it



buses only... to ensure shoppers can 
access all shops on union st
There needs to be far more emphasis on 
improving Union Street, neighboring 
shopping centres are sucking the life out 
of it. More independent businesses are 
needed for the street to survive, not 
charity and e-cigarette shops.

As Aberdeen expands, the city centre 
needs to expand with it. This would 
be a good start.

There is a great concentration of 
bars, cafes and shops in this area. It's 
imperative that it only continues to 
grow and that is why it needs to be 
facilitated by the council as much as 
possible.

All of these are good points, the 
Castlegate would benefit from some 
investment.

Same points as with Beach Sports & 
Leisure.

One of Aberdeen's most 
underexploited assets is the beach. 
The city should do what Blackpool 
has done with their redevelopment 
of the coast, this would be a brilliant 
investment.

Same points as with Beach Sports & 
Leisure.

Pedestrianisation on union street has 
been great and ties in with union terrace 
garden refurbishment. It looks more 
attractive and hopefully with more 
building upkeep and move to cafe culture 
this will only flourish! We need footfall 
back on union street and permanent 
pedestrianisation and spaces for events 
and permanent outdoor areas for 
businesses and cafes is perfect. 

This would all tie nicely together and 
would be great for the city. Cafe 
culture is a real winner and will bring 
tourists . Great for the art gallery to 
potentially have some event space 
outside too. M

Cobbles and flagstones should be 
left but repairs - great space for 
outdoor cafes, restaurants - should 
be encouraged as such.woukd not 
want a through road but keep as 
pedestrianised area.

Lower rents and rates and attract shops 
back. 

Union Street is embarrassing the way it 
has been allowed to decay
I no longer take visitors to the City Centre 
as I would be too ashamed.

Long awaited.   Other cities encourage 
these areas which boost tourism. 
Businesses should be allowed to set up 
food and drink areas.

Seasonal . Addition of direct link to 
seafront . Low cost

Football stadium should’ve a heart 
of city. Easy access and good for 
local community. Developer cycle 
lanes to assist a change public view 
on fitness today

Encourage more events . Easy 
access,walking distance to town 

Get the buildings tidied up. Stop the 
littering. Remove the garish shop fronts. This area has so much potential Another area with a lot of potential

Put it back to the way it was - 
Pedestrianisation was a bad idea . 
The street surface has made it a "no-
go" area for anyone with mobility 
issues.

Traffic on the Beach Esplanade 
should be minimised.
Walk down the Beach Boulevard and 
look around you - Does this 
encourage you to walk down to the 
Beach from the City Centre?

The Beach is a fantastic asset which 
many other cities envy - Please don't 
waste it!

The Beach Ballroom was once a 
place to go to. With investment and 
proper marketing it can be the same 
once more.

A new stadium for AFC must be built 
at the beach.



Priority should be made to keep 
Aberdeen Fc at the current Pittodrie 
stadium and redevelop that area. 
The beach area should remain as a 
separate development opportunity 
for other leisure facilities to bring 
more people other than football fans 
once a week to the area. 

FIX THE ROADS FIX THE ROADS FIX THE ROADS FIX THE ROADS FIX THE ROADS FIX THE ROADS FIX THE ROADS

It’s an eyesore at the moment - far too 
many empty shops 

Seagulls !

Re-instate dedicated cycle lanes and 
clearly painted car lanes

Re-instate dedicated cycle lanes and 
clearly painted car lanes

Open it up, make it accessible for all. You 
g, old, disabled the current blockades 
make it impossible for many to get to the 
few remaining shops.  Open up castlegate 
to allow a flow to the beach. 

Its a road, return it to road use. Allow 
cars/taxi/busses to return

It's a road, return it to use for road 
vehicles.

Repaint road way to correct width 2 
direction lanes, plus parking and 
cycle way.

This is not a place to have a football 
stadium, since when is public money 
used to make Aberdeen share 
holders richer.are we going to lease 
the stadium to AFC and make money 
on it , or let AFC make money.
This will destroy the beach for 
family’s completely.



More homes only if renovating existing 
empty buildings. Would happily see more 
trees and flowers in Union Terrace 
Gardens to replace the damage done to 
this environmental area when the ancient 
trees were cut-down.

The school is both a tourist 
attraction and a functioning school. 
Already the area has been made 
unsafe for pupils (no drop-off). The 
council needs to stop making 
changes which disadvantage the 
school to reflect its own political 
agenda. If the school wasn't there, 
the tourists wouldn't be there. Lord 
knows, there is little else to draw 
people to Aberdeen. You've already 
hidden Provost Skene"s House. Don't 
do more damage.

Union street is a mess, the building can 
do with a clean( ie branches coming out 
of building tops, grotty upper windows 
and big for rent and sale signs)  the 
pavements aren't wide enough. The bus 
shelters should be better organised for 
queuing. Empty shop window could be 
space to display art or something more 
cheerful. Low cost rental to encourage 
pop up shops. Instead of large trees in 
grey pots how about a bit more colour.   
How about more creating an avenue out 
of the street with classy lighting.  Empty 
office building should be offer up for 
charity to use or to shift the many 
beggars off the streets 

The café culture would be welcome 
however you still need room for 
people to be walk through with ease 
it would be an ideal area for the be 
pedestrianised or made into a green 
space 

The castle gate is really uneven 
which isn't good for people with 
mobility issues. This is another area 
of the city that is an eyesore. Its a 
pity the buses can no longer go 
down there an it would be an ideal 
place to have a tourist bus going 
from the city's parks to the beach. 
There could be better use made of 
the space even as a route for cyclists 
only.

Needing cleaned up made greener. 
Nicer sheltered places to sit. space 
for all path users cyclists and people 
walking. Tidy up the Broad hill and 
the park next to both the leisure 
centre and across large expanse of 
grass next to Burger King wasted 
areas. It would be nice to have some 
of the free gym style equipment  
similar to the park in Fraser burgh 
dotted along the beach to encourage 
health and fitness. The kids park 
needs doing up and better public 
toilets.

Would like more Accessible walking 
connections.  

nice to update the beach ball room 
again it needs tidying the space up 
stairs that look on the sea would be 
nice place to have a cafe where you 
have it open out on the sea views. 

Currently a lot of shops to let, homless 
people, people walk big dogs like pitbulls - 
 it is uninviting and makes aberdeen look 
low class. We need to spruce union street 
back up as should be a highlight of 
Aberdeen. Cars need access to Union 
street or a viable alterative. Already a 
number of streets surrounding Union 
street pedestrianised and now stops cars 
and footfall for shops.

We need car access or alternative 
routs for cars if we are going to 
pedestrianise key streets

We need car access or alternative 
routs for cars if we are going to 
pedestrianise key streets
More things needed to do along the 
beach espalande
Look at other regions where the 
beach, dock, water fronts have been 
upgraded and now the hubs of the 
cities - Ipswich, Reading, Dundee are 
all prime examples etc. Even 
Stonehaven quay have created a 
nice atmosphere where people can 
gather safely.

Plenty of space to create more 
activities 
An outdoor gym like muscle beach or 
play parks. more things to do along 
the beach espalande

Make it look more modern. It’s not 
changed in decades 

Make it more modern, inviting, 
welcoming. Looks dull, dreary and 
cold 

Have something that’s isn’t just 
sports - but invest in museums, 
science, heritage - like London 

Pedestrianising part of Union Street 
pushes traffic congestion elsewhere. It 
also makes it harder for people to travel 
into town when you can’t get off the bus 
in Union St

Cafe culture is great as long as the 
seagulls are kept away. 



Open up union street and stop making it 
so difficult to access the city center

Cafe culture is stupid in a city that 
has 90% rain and is very rarely about 
10c, stop trying to make things 
harder for customers and businesses 

A new stadium only a few minutes 
away from the old one? What’s the 
point? You keep going on about 
being healthier but you want to 
build on the green space at the 
beach?! 

Needs to be more open for everyone not 
just pedestrians and bicyles

Not a large enough area to do much 
it’s a through road area too 
constricted

Not enough included for elderly and 
disabled to access this area

The spaces for people proved that 
this area needs to be able for people 
to access without restrictions of 
bicyle lanes cars have to access the 
area as not everyone rides a bike not 
enough being done for people with 
limited mobility.  Nota very friendly 
area for that

Updating what is already in the area 
instead of closing it into a more 
crowded space.  Not much left 
inAberdeen  somethings better 
when left alone,  if it is not broke 
why fix it .  Planning  inAberdeen 
over the decades has not been 
always the best

The beach area is Aberdeen’s gem.  
The Covid era has shown how 
popular it is in all weathers.

The building of a new AFC stadium 
should be a priority in the overall 
beach development.  It keeps people 
in town spending money and could 
be a real destination for locals and 
tourists 7 days a week. 

Widen pavements not required. Remove 
street clutter to a certain level with a bit 
of reality, eg premises still need waste 
collected, people still have to dispose of 
litter so don’t stick litter bins out of site. If 
possible hold building owners to account 
to maintain their properties.

If possible hold building owners to 
account to keep buildings 
maintained.

It’s ready made plaza. Try to attract a 
cluster of cafes/bars alfresco 
eating/drinking.

Economically & ‘spiritually’ 
Aberdeen FC stadium being located 
at the beach makes absolute sense. 
Replace the existing ice rink, extreme 
sports centre & leisure centre with a 
co-mingled state of the art one 
facility for enhancement extreme 
sports, winter sports centre, water 
sports centre & even the online 
eSports.



I think it is vital to keep Aberdeen 
F.C. within the city and as close to 
Pittodrie as possible, this would suit 
not only the majority of the support 
but would also keep local businesses 
viable.

Bon accord baths need upgraded and 
open to the public 

Approval of Union Square and Beach 
Boulevard retail parks destroyed Union 
Street and IMO contributed significantly 
to decimation of Union St & loss of John 
Lewis.  Council needs to take a holistic 
look at retail in the city.  Regeneration of 
Union St MUST be a priority.

It’s Scotland not Spain/Portugal/Italy 
how sustainable is “outdoor café 
culture”?

Union Street is a mess and a disgrace to 
Aberdeen

Can only suggest you refer to English 
market towns like Bury St Edmunds that 
attracts people from afar as a 
destination.  Massive range of 
independent traders in main shopping 
area, Use the history of Aberdeen as a 
draw for people.

Short stay parking extended please, 
15 and/or 30 minutes please

Strange you haven't drawn attention 
to the car park access, general laock 
of parking in this area Bog and empty!

More access and connectivity to 
town centre required Give people a reason to be there!

All the buildings would benefit from 
some attention.

Absolute eyesore and affront to the city. 
Once a street to be proud of but it is now 
in a state of delapidation. It’s an 
embarrassment. It’s dirty, soulless and 
shows nothing of our once lovely city. 

Nothing endearing about the mess 
of this area 

It is currently in a disgraceful state and 
has been for years. There is little sign of 
pride in the City!.

It looks sad at the moment. Needs to 
attract people
Would be great to see shop units used.  
Rents and rates should be reduced to 
encourage occupation.

Leave as it is pretty much.  No 
interference.  It’s pretty classy area More cafe culture would be great Keep it simple nothing needed

Don’t want it to be commercialised.  
Should be a natural environment

Upgrade/revamp what is already 
there don’t need to spend millions 
surely.  Have more events there 



Must improve union street with more 
upmarket / independant shops rather 
than pound shops & mobile phone shops.

Not essential
This space could be better used as a 
plaza This would be great 

Vital to improve public transport to 
beach area to ensure development 

Ensure regular public transport links 
from City Centre to Beach area

Vital to have Aberdeen FC remain in 
the city. Many fans travel from out 
with Aberdeen and public transport 
imperative. 

Being more people from out with 
city to events 

This street is so horribly rundown, I 
moved here nearly 20 years ago and have 
seen little to no improvement. It is really 
sad to see. High street shops closing, oil 
and gas downturns and the pandemic are 
not the only reasons for this. This street 
was in decline despite and before all of 
this. It is really sad to see, it is not 
currently an attractive city centre. Given 
how Dundee used to look, the 
improvements made there (in the same 
time I've made Aberdeen my home) have 
completely transformed the place over 
the years... lessons to be learned! For a 
city often named the oil and gas capital of 
Europe, its not fairly reflected. There are 
pockets where money from that industry 
is clearly invested/ spent, the city centre 
seems to have escaped any sort of proper 
investment in a long time. Its actually 
embarrassing. Cafe culture and a focus on 
local and independent businesses would 
be fantastic and hopefully encourage 
people to shop less online because they 
have suitable alternative local options. A 
focus on local produce also would be 
great, back to more local grocery stores, 
something that makes the city centre 
stand out for the right reasons to attract 

This is a great little area which seems 
to have retained many independent 
businesses different to typical high 
street. This should be encouraged

Another area where cafe culture, 
independent retail and attractive 
outdoor spaces (year round and all 
weather's permitting) should be 
encouraged. Building maintenance/ 
upkeep and greenery should be 
done regardless for safety reasons 
alone as well as looking appealing 

Another wasted space with so much 
potential

Better than union street currently 
but could be improved and updated 
still. It's always busy so people 
clearly want to be there and use the 
space

Beachfront already attracts lots of 
outdoor sports and fitness classes 
and enthusiasts, this should be 
encouraged further with better 
spaces provided for this to be more 
effective, attractive and fit for 
purpose but perhaps a focus once 
city centre is significantly improved

This is a nice and more unique 
looking building apart from much of 
Aberdeen. Improving the area 
around it would be welcome

Reduce rates. to encourage more 
business retail out with betting,phone & 
pawn shops 



Would be great to be pedestrianised 
permanently and full of small business as 
well as bigger ones

Union Street from top to bottom is an 
absolute disgrace, the buildings need to 
be cleaned professionally and all shop 
fronts should be made to have 
standardised signage with no cheap, 
uninviting window advertising. 
Businesses & high street retailers need to 
be encouraged to move into the empty 
units bringing Union St back to its former 
glory of being the shopping hub of the 
city. The council should take Ottowa as a 
perfect example of how to bring the 
history of your city into the modern day 
and promote our history of being the 
beautiful granite city. NOT the grot bag of 
the North East where the buildings have 
hundreds of years worth of filth & 
pollution and the only shops are vape, 
pound shops & mobile phone repairs.

Motor traffic (including buses) should 
never return to the central section.  Other 
sections should be made bus-&-cycle-
only (like Broad Street).

It's not clear what 'pedestrian 
priority' means and to which part of 
the esplanade it applies. Much of the 
esplanade acts as a high-speed dual 
carriageway and speeding is 
common - completely unsuitable for 
Broad Street style pedestrian 
priority. This road should be 
narrowed drastically and the cycle 
lane restored.

I'm apprehensive about a cycle 
network designed for leisure.  Cycle 
routes designed with leisure in mind 
tend to be poorly-designed, stop-
start, lack priority over motor traffic, 
indirect, and unusuable/unsafe for 
anybody except fit men.

Improve pedestrian environment 
currently on union with seating, pop up 
food stalls and entertainment 

Add more lighting for walking in the 
evening 

Should be connections from beach 
to town centre like a mini train or 
something doing round regular trips. 

Imperitive Aberdeen Football Club 
remains in the city



Of all of the plans, keeping Union street 
pedestrianised is my priority. The council 
has the ability to turn empty units into 
wonderful short or long term letting 
spaces for small, new, growing local 
businesses. Providing space for cafes or 
small pop up shops at a reasonable price 
would completely revive that part of 
Union street. The space isn’t suitable for 
big companies and business rates make it 
inaccessible for small businesses. I want 
to see the council make smart, forward 
thinking decisions when it comes to 
Union street - not “quick money making” 
like letting betting and vape shops have 
the space. 

The last thing I want to see, even if it was 
to reopen is for it to be crowded with 
buses and cars again. One or the other. 
Union street has always been a horrible 
place to shop because it was so 
congested with people crammed onto 
pavements and heavy traffic. There’s no 
need for traffic to be directed through 
the city centre like that. 

I’m not going to allocate points here, 
but I do have comments. This area of 
town is beautiful and has so much 
potential if treated better. The 
current temporary road widening 
systems work. I’d like to see these 
become permanent, but look nicer 
than orange posts everywhere. 

Belmont street should have been 
fully pedestrianised years ago. As 
someone who’s spent a lot of time in 
bars and restaurants in the area it’s 
always been a wonderful, social 
space, completely ruined by that one 
car or taxi that feels it’s their right to 
drive down it on a busy Friday night. 
Completely shut it off and create a 
buzzing, social space. It would 
connect a pedestrianised Union 
street to the gardens/gallery. 

Less of a comment and more of a 
question, but why isn’t the castle 
gate used as a public market space 
more regularly? There used to be 
this weird, shoddy market every 
once in a while, but I’m sure there 
would be a lot of demand from 
small, local businesses who are 
taking part in the Aberdeenshire 
markets (aboyne, Banchory, etc) all 
the time. 

Like Belmont street, this could be a 
lovely bar/restaurant area. 
Removing the old bank and getting a 
restaurant or something in and 
allowing more out door dining like 
you find in other city’s/countries 
with big outdoor squares like the 
castle gate, where there’s specific 
cordoned off areas allowing for 
cover to be built (not the pop up 
marquees) could bring life to the 
area. 

The beach is lovely, but the traffic is 
awful. 

I’d like to see more regular 
maintenance and cleaning done - or 
even more bins etc. To encourage 
people to actually look after the 
place (long shot, but where the 
public isn’t doing it, the council 
should be). 

Work more closely with the likes of 
Scot’s surf school and others to 
encourage safe water sports in the 
area. 

Engage with and support the RNLI 
(as a charity and not the coastguard - 
support in distinguishing the two) to 
better educate people in staying safe 
at the sea. In summer, work with the 
RNLI to lifeguard up our beaches. 
The weather is only getting warmer 
and the amount of unsafe practice 
(blow up floats) etc on the beach 
comes from a lack of support or 
education. 

I absolutely DO NOT agree with 
council money being spent on a new 
football stadium, especially when 
Aberdeen fans aren’t even filling the 
stadium that they’ve got. The 
existing stadium and support hasn’t 
shown any reason why the council 
should spend public money on 
supporting the bid for and building 
of a new one. While support still 
isn’t allowed in the stands, fix 
whatever is clearly inadequate with 

The beachball room is lovely, but it’s 
frankly dangerous to get too. It’s 
difficult to get stopped at, given it’s 
on a roundabout but then there’s 
also a lack of pavement or space at 
the entrance. 

Get union street back to having traffic to 
encourage people there. Remove all the 
clutter that has been put on the roads.  
Get all the roads that have been closed 
and cluttered with tables and tents open. 
It is a total eyesore and stop letting 
bookies and vaping shops into union 
street. The roads and pavements are 
wide enough. We need to local shops 
opening and some big stores. If the traffic 
is free flowing you can get the bus or 
dropped to where you want to go. At the 
moment its stop start no entry one way. 
So I now go out of town where I can get 
close to where I want to go. 

Sort out the roads get rid of all the 
one way system to encourage 
people to go there. 

Keep all the roads open. Stop this 
idea that we all want pavement 
cafes. WE HAVE A HUGE SEAGULL 
AND PIGEON PROBLEM get that 
sorted out. I want to be able to drive 
down Belmont street to use the car 
park when I have an appointment.  
All this road blocking no traffic 
makes people go else where to shop 
not encourage. 

This is a total waste of an area. It is 
very difficult to walk on. It should 
either be totally utilized as an 
outside area or made back into a 
road to ease congestion. The area is 
a total eyesore. 

The beach area really needs to be 
utilized. We need public toilets. The 
steps all need to be fixed not all 
tapped up . These repairs have been  
required for years . The cricket hut 
has to be fixed too. The grass needs 
to be cut it is a mess.We need the 
whole beach to be used friendly for 
all ages.The play are updated or 
moved so that we attract families to 
the beach. Sort out the seagull 
problem.  We could sort out the area 
to encourage locals and tourists to 
visit. People want to be able to 
access the beach and park. At the 
moment I'm embarrassed to 
reccomend the beach to visitors .
These things have to been done now 
not in a plan going forward.

Moving pittodrie to the area would 
be great. Getting a better path round 
broad hill so people could still use 
the golf club facilities .The area 
around Pittodrie to be tidied up and 
incorporated into the plans. A mini 
golf area to open again to encourage 
beginners to play. Get as many 
sports and activities to encourage a 
healthy lifestyle for all aberdeen 
citizens. The road infrastructure 
should improved to allow access. 

The beach ballroom is a great place 
to hold  events. The roads are in an 
terrible state not helped by the 
disaster of bike lanes made during 
covid.
We need to improve the road access 

 and parking. 

Revert Castlegate back to bus stance 
with connections to beach via Justice 
Street ( Bus Only )



This submission is on behalf of BARA (Bon 
Accord Residents Association). We 
STRONGLY support a residential 
environment in the vicinity of Bon Accord 
Street, Bon Accord Terrace, Bon Accord 
Crescent and Bon Accord Square. This 
means minimal impact from anti-social 
behaviour which is enhanced by night 
economy venues with long hours alcohol 
licenses. 

This whole area needs attention. It 
needs to be more inviting and 
cleaner. 

Do not remove transition extreme 
for a new stadium, absolutely 
terrible idea and would be a huge 
loss to the community. They do so 
much for disadvantaged and high 
need kids and would be a terrible loss

Bad idea for the new stadium at the 
beach 
The infrastructure is just not good 
enough 

Market street need to re open to traffic 
as it is making travelling into the city 
centre more difficult and causing more 
congestion around guild street/Virginia 
street. 
Union Street is a main thoroughfare and 
buses should be allowed to run the 
length of union Street again, it is going to 
cause terrible congestion in Bridge 
Street/Guild Street when there is more 
traffic on the go

I would absolutely love Aberdeen FC 
to have a new stadium at the beach 

Union street is awful, needs a lot done 
Need a better park for kids and 
updated leisure centre

I feel that it should be a one way system 
for cars. No bud gates etc. You should 
start from castle gate and then go round 
it one way, the busses should be able to 
go both ways because of stops etc. 



Retail is dying. Aberdeen city centre will 
have to adapt to survive. Currently our 
town centre is full of undesirable people 
and shops. Anyone that comes to visit 
our city must be utterly disgusted with 
centre. Turn empty retail spaces into high 
end properties with adequate parking 
and pedestrianisation with cafe's, bars, 
independent shops and leisure activities 
etc (corporations can stay in Union 
Square).

Another example of a complete 
dump within Aberdeen.

Build a proper leisure centre with 
bigger pool. Bulldoze existing.

Needs significant investment and 
incentives to attract business/users

Need to remove one way and wider 
walkway changes, impacting 
business negatively and a waste of 
time. Would not be a priority area for me

No need to pedestrianise there is 
already ample walkways and 
previous changes to traffic could be 
reserved.

Using area for new Aberdeen 
stadium seems a great solution

The spaces for people should stay Cycling lanes next to the bottom 
path(next to beach) of the road

Redo the Beach Leisure Centre, but 
keep Sport Aberdeen away from it.

Make the beach the hub. Shopping 
has deserted Aberden, make leisure 
a focus.

Work with shops that had franchise 
arrangements with John Lewis and 
Debenhams to encourage their return to 
the many empty premises on Union 
Street. Limit the number and type of 
premises allowed there. Too many e-
cigarette , mobile phone, cheap outlet 
shops which is not portraying Union 
Street as a high profile area. 
Reduce parking costs to encourage 
people to come into town and spend 
time there.
Talk to Dundee, they’ve managed to 
secure some big projects, V&A and Eden, 
and we have nothing. 

Further develop the street food 
initiative. 

Reduce council taxes to aid recovery for 
20 years



Lowering rents and rates on properties 
for businesses. Union Street is an 
absolute disgrace. There is enough pubs 
and restaurants and cafes. Union street 
closure is a hassle for those who use the 
bus or the elderly. Bon Accord Baths 
should have never been closed. We need 
a swimming pool where you can go for a 
swim anytime without it being full of 
classes and for schools. 

There is enough cafes, bars and 
restaurants. Who is going to sit 
outside in the winter?

Castlegate a more appropriate place 
for a market than closing Union 
Terrace

There is already extreme sports and 
dry ski slope. There is already a 
water sports centre. 

Food businesses are key. Supporting food 
businesses to thrive, and those who put 
sustainability first, is a must. 

Supporting the diversity of food on 
offer in these areas is key. 

Expand spaces for cycling

Male union street the heart again. 
Encourage local pop ups etc. Stop filling it 
with vape shops and betting shops. Give 
local business reduced rates so they can 
afford to fill the empty shops. 

Use this space for more. Currently 
there’s lots of homeless/drug 
users/drunks that hang around here - 
 if you actually used it for 
restaurants, outdoor dining or 
markets it would be so much nicer to 
walk to. But you also need to think 
about parking for that area too. 

Clean up the area between the 
beach and union street/king street. 
Encourage people to walk between 
the 2. Currently the area is seen as 
rough and there’s nothing between 
castigate and the beach other than 
cafe ahoy 

A park would be great! Would give 
families a place to take their kids if 
the beach is busy, would encourage 
people to let their dogs off the lead 
there too (as opposed to just the 
beach). There’s a lot of empty space 
that you can’t let dogs free (beside 
the old Hilton hotel for example) 

Clean up all the beautiful granite in Union 
Street. All looks very sad now. 

Can cafe culture be continued the length 
of Union Street albeit on smaller scale. 
Allowing cafes, bars and restaurants to 
safely have some tables and vhsirs 
outside. 



Union Street, as with much of Aberdeen, 
is currently an actively hostile 
environment to people with disabilities, 
particularly those with sight impairments. 
Any alterations must give weight to the 
views of disabled people during their 
discussion and review.

The West End isn't currently a 
"Destination" within the city, it is a 
place to pass through on the way to 
other genuine destination areas.

Cafe Culture should be avoided at all 
costs. The existing implementation 
of this poorly thought-out strategy 
contributes to making Aberdeen an 
actively hostile environment for 
people with disabilities. The views of 
people with disabilities in the city 
have neither been actively solicited, 
nor when provided have they been 
listened to.  It is crucial that the city 
cease its unrelenting campaign of 
explicitly choosing to create 
environments which are unsuitable 
for people with disabilities.

Castlegate is currently a dangerous 
location, with some of the worst 
pedestrian street surfaces in the city.  
 It has needed urgent attention for 
over a decade already and must be 
given priority in terms of 
improvement.

The space at the entrance to the 
Beach Ballroom is terribly designed, 
it is difficult for both pedestrians and 
traffic to navigate safely, particularly 
when large functions or events are 
being held there.

Any updates to this area should consider 
how to make it more accessible to 
disabled people. Currently union Street is 
already inaccessible to many and 
pedestrianisation of any area will directly 
impact people with disabilities. Ample 
disabled parking, good public transport 
links with increased disabled seating (and 
better accessibility to stops/how to get 
on and off transport), removal of tripping 
hazards, widened pavements etc needs 
to be thought about. Currently Aberdeen 
is highly inaccessible to disabled people 
and lags behind places like Glasgow 
although it is far better than Edinburgh.

The streets are very difficult to 
traverse as a disabled person, this 
should be addressed

As with comments for union Street 
however this area is notoriously 
difficult for disabled people to the 
point many have to just avoid the 
area altogether. Improving this area 
with lots of different disabilities in 
mind will make a real material 
difference to the lives of many As with comments for union street

Build a new football stadium, help 
keep the club in the city, the 
hospitality sector needs the fans just 
as much as the club itself.

I think buses should continue to be able 
to travel the length of Union Street, with 
pedestrians given priority, rather like 
Broad Street. People need to be brought 
right into the centre of town - this would 
encourage public transport use rather 
than private car.

This has been spoken about for years 
and should be progressed finally. 
The ability to flood the area with 
cars, particularly at night, to collect 
food makes it an unpleasant place to 
be and any changes need to be brave 
to change this...

Cars continue to use what are 
supposedly pedestrianised areas, 
especially in the evening for fast 
food pick ups - the area needs to be 
clearly pedestrianised and not a half 
way house. Castlegate - the potential is huge....

What about electric hire scooters, 
similar to those currently being 
trialled in Newcastle?

Street devoid of life. Half of premises are 
empty. Very depressing walking down the 
street

Lower rates so it encourages a bigger 
range of businesses - lower the amount 
of charity and vape shops

The area proposed for the new 
stadium is not appropriate and 
shouldn’t go ahead.  It will 
completely congest the esplanade 
end on Match days and people using 
the shops, cafes and cinema will 
avoid it - parking will be at a 
premium as match goers will use the 
Queens Links retail.



With union street and school both 
being blocked to traffic and 
surrounding streets one way it is so 
frustrating to drive in that area

Have it more pedestrianised with more 
outside areas for eating and drinking. 
More shops 

New Aberdeen stadium done there 
is a must keep it in the heart of the 
city. If we let it go to westhill all 
businesses and fans suffer

why pedestrianise Market St to Bridge St 
section when Bridge St to Holburn Jct is 
the more attractive section?

As the demand for city centre retail 
continues to fall, I would very much 
support repurposing vacant city centre 
space for residential use

I believe that the swimming pool in 
its current state is out dated, and 
nowhere near good enough. There 
should be a bran new facility built 
that will attract people from far and 
wide, with enhanced slides, wet play 
area for children..you just have to 
look at volcano Bay in Orlando for 
what can be done.. not on that scale 
but along those lines..fast lazy 
rivers... electronic wait times.. 
Utterly against a new stadium in this 
area. The infrastructure is not there 
for it. Having lived in Mounthooly 
area for yeara i saw the impact on 
game days and it was awful. The 
Kingswells site is a much better 
option.

Union Street badly needs brought back to 
life. Union Square has unfortunately 
decimated it and shops and businesses 
need to be encouraged back. At the 
moment the rates are far to high for 
small independent businesses, we should 
be helping these people not putting 
obstacles in their way.
.



If possible regulate the type of shops on 
Union Street. Too many bargain shops, 
vaping retailers and bookies. Introduce 
rent caps to entice retailers back to 
Aberdeen City Centre. 
Ban street canvassers and work to reduce 
homelessness/begging. 
Increased police/security presence 

Lights along the whole beach to 
promote safe walking during hours 
of darkness. Particularly useful 
durning winter months when is is 
dark from around 4 pm. 

Better links from Union Square to Union 
street maybe an escalator rather than 
stairs option.  give rate relief to some 
shops we would like to have on union 
street. 

Change or make safe walking for 
people using the castlegate area.  
Develop a market style place 

I think the beach  is okay but would 
like the road open both ways at the 
cafe area as the traffic builds up on 
the one way system.

Park with toilets and a cafe area. 
Some creative water features like 
the one at Marshal college. More 
tables and place to sit. Have a place 
where local bands could come and 
give outdoor performances.
Make the pavement into tow section 
one for walking and the other for 
bikes both top and at the lower 
level.  Be careful how many vendors 
we have on the beach front. Like the 
idea of water sport vendors offering 
the public a place to learn how to 
surf . Widen this option. Have 
provision where people can go and 
change into swim wear of get 
dressed maybe using the arches. 
Save places to swim flags. 

Make use of the buildings above the 
shops to breathe life back into the city 
centre. Seeing a similar cafe culture and 
residential popularity of the west end 
come into the centre would be amazing! 

LOVE the cafe culture and outdoor 
seating areas of Belmont street. 
Fairy lights over the whole are at 
night and evening restaurants with 
outdoor areas would be amazing. 

Should be the commercial heart of the 
city and council should be encouraging 
major retailers to open on Union Street. 
We do not need more pound shops, just 
better quality. Union street should be 
stopped for car traffic but busses should 
be going full length!

New stadium a good idea, restrict 
car transport in the are to encourage 
people to walk there. Too many dogs 
on the beach, no dogs!

Create more flow through to George 
street, currently blocked by shopping 
centres that are half empty 

Need to encourage more shops, cafes etc



Union street used to be such a thriving 
area and was always full of people and 
shops its current state is disheartening 
and disappointing. Lower shop rent and 
encourage the city to thrive again we 
dont need more housing in union street 
we need a hub of culture and a 
restoration of the city centre we knew 
and loved. If things dont change then we 
will have a ghost town of empty buildings 
or beautiful retail building that are 
repurposed as housing losing their 
beauty and functions there are many 
areas around aberdeen suitable for 
housing leave union street alone

of our beach we need to embrace 
the town’s fishing history and it past 
communities such as fittie so much 
of the picturesque streets and 
building ingrained in so many of the 
long established families  of 
aberdeen have been lost we should 
have some sort of museum down 
beside the beach that shows the 
history. Move the maratime 
museum and merge it with a new 
one to showcase our heritage. so 
many people are unaware of many 
of the museums and by embracing 
them and renewing them you could 
bring new life and interest to 
aberdeen. 

Keeping Pittodrie stadium in the 
heart of the city should be a top 
priority. It draws in thousands of 
people every match day which is 
good for business and the club 
would be more than willing to 
participate in the regeneration of the 
beach front. Keep Aberdeen FC in it's 
spiritual home.

Parking fees should only be valid until 
5pm around city center.  certain Streets 
can be permit holders only.  Paying for 
parking puts people off visiting city 
centre.  If there was free parking then 
more people would use union Street in 
evenings and weekends for meals, 
shopping etc.  

Seems to be working fine as it is just now 
and much more people friendly, 
additional seating in pedestrian areas 
would be a benefit.

Very limited public transport to 
beach at present, possibly an option 
to have a small tourist type train 
running from footdee to BOD and 
back.

Having Pittodrie move her would be 
fantastic Do we really need this building?

Breath new life in to the shopping 
experience. Incentives to shops to open. 
Realistic rates.

The side streets off Union Street are 
just as important to the aesthetics of 
the city centre.

As I said before. It is important to 
expand the beauty of the city centre 
and not just concentrate on the 
Main Street. Same comments as before.

Look to expand the cycle network 
throughout the city linking beach to 
city centre and out with.



Focus on making it easy and accessible 
for smaller retailers and independent 
retailers and stop approving betting, 
money for golf, £1 shops etc… the 
strategy for union street needs to be 
completely rethought to consider the 
modern retailing environment. Big 
retailers are not going to take large 
footprint stores and certainly not on 
union street. Consider pedestrianising the 
entire street, why do we need big diesel 
busses running up this street. While 
accessibility to the town centre is noted - 
there are alternatives to consider I.e. new 
bus routes that still serve the centre and 
improved access for people with 
disabilities. The overall strategy must be 
consistent with what union street is 
endeavouring to be - but what is clear, 
union street now is a complete disgrace 
to the city. Shops are not the only answer 
and the council must consider other 
attractions that make the surrounding 
areas not only attractive to Aberdeen’s 
citizens but people around Scotland 
because Aberdeen, as of now, has 
virtually no unique selling point. 

The west end should be an attraction 
in itself and this primarily needs to 
make it easier for people to access 
and this includes cars. Parking in this 
area is difficult but this should not 
be at the cost of the residents who 
live in these areas. 

Greater enforcement of rules, especially 
in cycle and bus lanes

Promote local, independent shops and 
reduce footprint of mass shopping 
centres. Set realistic rates scheme to 
encourage Union Street not deter people. 
Union Street is in rapid decline, restore 
some pride by making it an attractive 
space not through gazebos, betting 
shops, charity shops and fast food outlets.

More local businesses and less high street 
chains Bulid a sea life centre 



All red and white plastic cones to be 
removed, all timber bus stops to be 
removed, market street to bridge street 
can stay pedestrianised but suggest open 
to busses to stop congestion around 
union square. Clean down granite and 
clean pavements. Interception to beggars 
who walk up and ask for money - Union 
street can be scary to be alone. Keep back 
wynd taxi rank, open castle gate to 
market street up again for all cars as it 
splits the traffic again rather than forcing 
traffic to union square. Affordable car 
parking or a ticket scheme which refunds 
when you spend local? Clean and tidy 
and make it a safe place that people want 
to be in, maybe it will attract more 
businesses if Scottish Government lower 
rates. Now that pubs etc are open close 
the pavement outdoor places - if we are 
to have open outdoor drinking areas have 
them in Union terrace / where the beach 
collective is etc somewhere where it’s 
well positioned. Educating people in to 
spending their money locally, and getting 
a buzz back in to the city. Force ibis / pure 
gym to clean up the external plastering 
on the building - it’s appalling and was 
dirty within weeks. Call back whoever did 

I don’t see any requirement for this 
to be pedestrianised

The only street I see necessary to 
pedestrianise is Belmont street. Do 
not allow markets unless for local 
business, the other ones simply 
come and take the money out with 
them. Lighting and flowers, and 
classy bunting would be cool! Think 
of the london streets with upside 
down umbrellas, is their scope for 
something like that? ‘Instagramable’ 
is the way forward and something 
that would draw young people from 
the shire in to the city for leisure? 

The cobbles are a hazard and I’ve 
witnessed an elderly person falling 
and my own sister on two occasions. 
Scrub up the buildings

The beach wouldn’t be a priority at 
the moment. It’s lovely and busy 
generally most days 

Again get union street sorted first 
and then move on to beach. I’ve 
skated all my life and the linx ice 
arena is one of the better venues in 
Scotland. Promote the sport and the 
talent that is already here. Maybe 
redo signage at the top down to the 
rink with session times so people 
know they can drop in!?

I don’t know enough about the 
beach ballroom to comment

I think we have to accept that trend of 
online shopping is here to stay and that 
any changes should not try and change 
the inevitable. I would like to see more 
street markets or local boutique business 
given the opportunity to trade.

I actually believe that the pandemic 
has shown our licensing rules are too 
restrictive.  I really hope that there 
will be a more open minded 
approach that will allow venues to 
keep their outdoor setups and make 
them permanent and better.  

Unless the dry ski slope would be 
significantly better than the existing 
options, I can't see why this would 
be needed at the beach.  For me, this 
section is the most crucial and 
without providing facilities that will 
attract people throughout the year, 
you will really just be sprucing up an 
area which will be used on sunny 
days only.

Once the heart of the city, this is now a 
depressing place to be.  No proper shops 
and no reason to travel into the city 
centre.  



The ballroom could do with a clean 
up to make it more inviting. 

Build a useable cycle lane along the 
beach 

I'm sorry to say that the shopping centres 
have sucked the life out the heart of the 
city. Union Street is a handsome high 
street with a good number of 
architectural points of interest. I like the 
pedestrianisation. However, it is a 
transient space serving too few people. 
There is nothing to draw people into the 
space and encourage dwell time. Plus, 
the width of the street and its capacity to 
accommodate many people serves only 
to make it look like a ghost town. 
As an aside, I took part in the 2019 
Aberdeen Half Marathon. It was a great 
event to attract visitors (both runners 
and supporters) and show off the city. 
The weather that day helped too! I was 
incredibly proud of Aberdeen that day 
and the council / course organisers did 
well to start and finish the event on 
Union Street. I'm sorry the contract for 
the half marathon events has come to an 
end and very much hope it can be relet 
when Covid restrictions allow the return 
of such events.  

Castlegate does feel like dead 
wasted space, which is a shame 
given its history and character. 
However so much has already been 
invested in the area, I think the 
public realm itself is decent quality 
but more could be made of the 
space. I'm not sure about the travel 
and mobility hub idea. I'd need to 
know more about how it would 
work. But I think I support it in 
principal, providing it was sensitive 
to the public realm improvements 
that have been made since the area 
last served as a transport hub back in 
the 80s/90s (I can't remember 
exactly when the area was 
pedestrianised)

My priority for the beach public 
spaces would be to contain any 
development or additional facilities 
to the more commercial end (with 
the cafes, funfair etc) so as to 
protect the quieter, natural 
character and connection with 
nature offered by the stretch of 
beach from Don Mouth to the Links 
Leisure Centre / beach ballroom. 

I also very much liked the period 
when the beach esplanade was 
traffic free, so might support 
pedestrian priority here. However, I 
did not like the negative visual 
impact of the bollards introduced 
early on in lockdown to create 
cyclepaths. These very much 
cluttered the view and detracted 
from the natural beauty and 
quietude of the area. 

More local businesses in shops. Not 
multinationals. Make Union Street 
unique to Aberdeen. Insist on classy shop 
fronts. More residential properties. Make 
use of historic buildings and who has 
visited in the past. 

Make history more prominent so 
visitors can learn as they explore. Make it a 'go to' place. 

Covid has made people appreciate space, 
so there is huge potential to capitalise on 
the width of Union Street as a 
pedestrianised area, with more space for 
pavement cafés, booths, etc. I would like 
to see as much of Union Street 
pedestrianised as possible.

Improving this area as an attractive 
boutiquey/Bohemian quarter (more 
outdoor seating at cafés etc.) would 
encourage residents and visitors to 
make the effort to walk down there 
from the Bon Accord end of Union 
Street. This would have knock-on 
advantages for the whole of Union 
Street.

This area can be promoted as an arty 
quarter. A plaza would be a great 
way to bring life back to this part of 
the city (street performers, booths, 
etc.)

Improved pedestrian/cycle 
connectivity between Union Street 
and the beach should be a major 
priority.

Improved pedestrian/cycle 
connectivity between Union Street 
and the beach should be a major 
priority.

Cycling is already good here. 
Improved walking connections 
would be welcome at the north end 
of the beachfront (i.e. connecting to 
Seaton Park and the University) and 
from Footdee to the city centre.

More could be done to encourage 
small businesses here (stalls, cafés, 
crafts)



The current number of empty shops 
down Union St is unwelcoming for locals 
& visitors alike and stops me going into 
the city centre & it is dirty and littered 
with rubbish.

Again, the city has become rather 
dirty and littered with rubbish.  I 
appreciate it costs money but to 
have a cleaner and well maintained 
city with attractive local shops would 
be appealing to visitors.

Again, with the closure of shops etc 
it's not very appealing to walk down 
for locals or visitors & it has become 
dirty with people becoming litter 
louts! I don't ever go to the Castlegate area.

When walking along the beach 
esplanade (upper and lower) it is 
irritating when cyclists come along 
rather than sticking to the road!  We 
need to manage the litter that is 
increasing in the Aberdeen city and 
beachfront areas.

Give cyclists a dedicated area of their 
own to use rather than cycling in 
between walkers plse.

The Beach Ballroom is one of 
Aberdeen's treasures and has a great 
team managing it. It needs to be 
upgraded to offer a 1st class service 
to clients as it is a totally different 
type of venue to the P&J Arena, you 
can't compare them. With an 
increased program of mixed events 
to suit a wider audience & increased 
easy public transportation made 
available to all, this would encourage 
an increase in foot-fall. It's a jewel of 
Aberdeen!

The more facilities we can take to 
the beach the better

Amazing & iconic city centre 
location, severely under utilised 

the pedestrianisation actions put in place 
across town has had the opposite effect 
to your objectives. , The beach prom for 
walks was deserted due to difficulty to 
park.  Union street and rosemount is a 
mess and can make navigation to 
destination in town difficult..
City Council need to improve on deals 
with current and future businesses in the 
area - show support for local and national 
business, to increase occupancy rates of 
current retail units that are laying empty.  
Provide more green space in the city. 
Consider Roof garden projects.

Lack of shops to encourage people to use 
but also open to the elements which 
make undercover shopping centres more 
attractive

More boutique type shops and 
coffee/eating venues makes this a 
lovely end of town Too far out now and not of interest

Looks very run down. Prefer to be able to 
drive up Union Street for access through 
the town.

Just make city less pub culture more 
cafe drinking socialising culture and 
winter proof for outside like Norway. 

Looks grim - look to Edinburgh for 
inspiration 

Redevelop the Bon Accord baths and 
make the beach area look inviting. 
Look at Stonehaven. 

Do not get rid of the cobbled area, 
they're part of history

No pedestrian of Union street. This had a 
knock on effect to all the businesses in 
the area such as hotels the people cannot 
easily access. 



Almost beyond saving-trees in tubs no 
use,remove decking Look at German altstadt areas New stadium please
Shall Businesses need to be financially 
encouraged back into the city centre 

I think you need to get the shops back 
before you do improvements. We don’t 
need anymore homes fill the ones we 
have first!

Remove the tables and bollards and 
not much money will need spent.

Spend money on maintenance. It is a 
disgrace the grass needs cutting it 
looks awful. All these pop up cafes 
have appeared and not enough bins 
the ones there are all overflowing!!!

We already have a dry slope do we 
really need another?

Designated cycling lane along all the 
beach would be great, and not like 
cycling on the road, its so unsafe.

Needs to be more wheelchair friendly 

I think pedestrianisation of Union Street 
and Market Street is important for air 
quality. There should be an increase in 
green space. There is an opportunity to 
create a social feel to the city centre. 
There should be strict control of pound 
shops and other shops which cheapen 
the area.

I like the idea of having a unique set 
of interesting shops and cafés here.

Stadium so important for footfall 
and local business

Shift the Mercat Cross away from the 
centre to make a better square 
/plaza. More cafés and seating, more 
planting and make it a less scary 
place to connect through to the 
Boulevard - I don't feel safe with the 
drunks about, so to have it more 
populated would help with that. 

Remove the new pedestrian area and let 
Aberdeen traffic go back to normal.

Keep it a nice walk way don’t shut 
down more roads Remove pedestrian zones 

Cycle lane, a proper and safe one is 
required No pedestrian zones in Aberdeen 

Union St needs completely revitalised. 
Would love to see empty units being 
available on an affordable basis to small 
businesses or pop up space, with 
potential for workshops/learning, 
creating an experience rather than just 
shopping. 

Keep Transition Extreme in its 
location at the beach.



Ensure cyclists act responsibly on the 
pedestrianised section of Union street 
especially food abs deliveries they go far 
too fast 
Not representative of the main 
thoroughfare of the hisatoric city. Tired 
and deserted.

Ugly neglected space, unsavoury 
influences present at any time.

Historic building under utilised and 
largely forgotten.

Lighting along the beach

It’s imperative that all is done to try 
and keep the stadium in the city and 
to keep the supporters spending 
money every second Saturday in the 
city centre in shops bars and 
restaurants. This is a one time 
opportunity to keep that and if it’s 
lost I feel the damage to the city 
centre traders will be immeasurable 
and with the changing face of the oil 
industry and how that may or may 
not impact on people’s lives in the 
city at least the security of football 
fans spending money in the city 
would at least be some form of 
guaranteed income for traders for 
the next 100 years. 

Union street needs to be the heart of the 
city centre with attractions and shopping 
for locals and tourists alike.

A tram type link to union street 
would be fantastic for the beach and 
the city centre.

Aberdeen needs a   New world class 
indoor water park and indoor 
artificial snow center , located at the 
beach along with the existing aquatic 
centre and a new stadium the beach 
would be a fantastic leisure hub for 
the city .

Please leave Public Spaces in city 
centre too, not just at the Beach.

Union street is a disgrace it is at this 
present time not a place I am proud to 
say is the heart of the city it has been 
neglected for a long time  an only now a 
true lover of the city  has lost the pride 
that we had to say they come from 
Aberdeen 

The west end is not the issue at this 
present time 

These things mentioned above are 
all the things that need looked at in 
the first instance 

The castle gate itself is fine just need 
noticeable way to reach the crown 
an glory the beach the best asset 
Aberdeen has 

My thing is the beach is the place the 
local folk love to go to times have 
changed with Covid and I think this 
will be permanent so looking to the 
future generation the beach needs 
to be the big attraction for locals and 
holidaymakers alike plenty to do 
down there it’s going to be changed 
times we certainly don’t need a blot 
on the landscape with a football 
stadium more actives for everyone 
make a holiday destination to be 
proud of 

Anything to make the beach more 
attractive to visitors and locals is a 
sensible idea football can move out 
of city centre if they need a bigger 
stadium the beach needs to make its 
self the ideal place a holidaymaker 
would want to go to with there 
children not forgetting the local folk 
too 

Needs to be used more for things to 
enhance the beach, the cafe area 
could do special reduced lunches in 
the summer months to encourage 
holiday makers and locals to 
patronise it 



Keep the football stadium in the city 
and in the new proposed new 
location is vital for local businesses, 
football supports access to the 
stadium and ensuring the club 
remains at the heart of the city in 
everything it does, rather than being 
on the outskirts of the city and out 
of mind 

Would be improved by more 
independent retailers. Perhaps difficult to 
make that happen but Union Street 
needs to be more of a destination to 
thrive. A more diverse retail selection 
may make it somewhere worth visiting. 

Absolutely not on board with 
suggested stadium plans. 

Although during the pandemic I 
understand the need for spaces for 
people but with the current width of 
pavements up Union Street I hope this 
does not remain in place once the 
pandemic has ended. I do feel a better 
upkeep of the buildings are needed and 
maybe a grand towards building owners 
to restore atleast the windows. My 
current rental has secondary glazing to 
reduce noise but we can't open the 
original windows as they are now unsafe 
due to wood rot. This means there isn't 
great ventilation. The windows I would 
image would have to be replaced like for 
like as most are listed buildings. This I 
would image is a cost theat most 
landlords try to put off for as long as 
possible. So funding to help upgrade 
windows in listed buildings would 
encourage more rentals or people to buy 
and renovate older upper units. 



More shops, restaurants, pubs etc, 
pedestrianising permanently to have a 
vibe such as Glasgow city centre with 
street performers, markets etc. 
Definitely needs an uplift though as half 
of shops are closed down and building 
look to old and dreary. Needs more 
colour! I don’t think more homes should 
be added, I think more building and 
activities and shops should be located in 
town! It’s the centre of town and the 
place that everyone goes to, needs to be 
more stuff to attract people to go to it. 

Definitely making Belmont street a 
cafe spot and outdoor area should 
be top priority! 

Area could definitely be used more 
for events, markets! Such a good 
spot going unused! 

Beach is currently not easy to access 
via public transport. 

The pedestrian area between bridge St 
and market St needs to be removed so 
buses can access this area as market St 
and guild St cannot cope with all the 
buses 

The one way system in front of the 
cafes needs to be removed as it is 
putting too much pressure on the 
road beside asda .

100% for the new sradium Great venue for live music

Time it was cleaned up and more 
independent shops 

great area for small shops which 
should be encouraged 

Pedestrianise Belmont street and 
encourage more outdoor cafe culture 

Utilise the area for more outdoor 
seating and food business 

Sort out the cycle /pedestrian areas 
separate and mark properly 

The Beach is one of the city’s best 
assets and should be fully utilised 

An iconic building that should be 
used more and ensure that the 
public knows what is going on 

Footfall must be attracted to city 
centre/beach areas.

looks very run down and uninviting too 
many low quality shops 

Belmnont street has potential to be 
a nice hub for outdoor cafes etc 

potential to be a real asset to 
Aberdeen but let down by poor 
maintenance and access

The beach used to be a vibrant area 
but now looks run down and 
neglected, Keeping the stadium and 
enhancing other options would be a 
real benefit

Its a beautiful building with so much 
potential but is let down by lack of 
public transport access and parking, 
again used to be a real hub but now 
somewhat neglected 

The street needs a new lease of life - it is 
tired and unappetising as a place to visit 
at present 

Improve the castle gate

Desperately need a decent children’s 
play park close to beach. Currently 
dreadful



Perhaps open up access to boulevard 
- otherwise it's a "dead" space area

Don't need cycle lane in front of 
Beach Cafe's - observation - very 
rarely used by cyclists. In two 
months walking on beach front saw 
only 3 cyclists

Public land and free space, stadium 
should remain where it is - not 
rebuilt on public land at the Beach.  
Provide facilities for sea water sports 
for surfers/swimmers

Excellent historic building - should 
be protected at all costs and used 
more frequently.  Enhance public 
transport to the venue for events - 
especially evening 

What's being considered for the King 
Street and George Street are? Union 
Street, King Street and George Street are 
all looking really tired, buildings are 
needing to be maintained in all of the city 
centre, not just Union Street and the 
West End. 

Think about King Street and George 
Street too!! 

Think about King Street and George 
Street too. Think about 
infrastructure for cyclists Think about infrastructure for cyclists 

What about George Street and King 
Street? 
The beach leisure centre is really 
good and must stay regardless

The outdoor space would be perfect 
for cafes, coffee stands and meeting 
places. It would be wonderful to 
have trees and greenery in planters 
to make the Castlegate end of town 
an attractive place to sit.

Make the buildings sparkle again. Let's 
get Aberdeen known for being the 
granite city because of the sparkle, not 
the grey!

Create a historical tour to give 
tourists something educational to 
enjoy, telling people about the 
history of Aberdeen and 
Aberdeenshire.

It's tired. Need to convert buildings back 
to residential. Offer incentives and rate 
decreases to encourage new businesses 
to occupy vacant space and increase 
footfall.

There is a beautiful square that we 
could use to have more outdoors 
spaces like terraces, markets, etc

Making more outdoor terraces with 
a seaview would be a great booster 
to the area!

Keeping Aberdeen Football Club in 
the City of Aberdeen is vital. A new 
sports, dining and entertainment 
complex would reinvigorate the 
beach area and see folks spend their 
time there rather than just driving in 
and out for a match.

Encourage business other than vape 
shops, bookies, and pound stores to open 
on Union street. There is nothing there 
worth visiting. 



Can ACC encourage/enforce building 
owners to keep buildings maintained and 
clean windows. ACC should also perform 
more frequent deep cleaning of 
pavements.

I would like to see a dedicated 
walking/cycling path from city centre 
to beach (also linking with 
Aberdeen's parks and gardens)

What Aberdeen really needs, is a city 
centre swimming/gym facility. 
PLEASE REINSTATE BON ACCORD 
BATHS. Please don't build any more 
ugly buildings at the beach.

Late night buses are needed for after 
concerts at beach ballroom

Reopen the whole street, you are killing 
the whole street

stop spending money on useless things, 
lower the rates to rent shops. 
Safe cycle lanes urgently needed.  
Separate from cars, separate from 
pedestrians.
Re-opening and development of the Bon 
Accord Baths for all should be key to the 
plan for the City Centre.

Safe pedestrian and separate cycle 
routes around beach and clear route 
to City Centre separated from traffic

Needs to keep buses along the full length 
of Union Street. The current measures in 
places are detrimental to many people 
who are less able to walk. The geography 
of the city centre from the North to South 
is on a steep incline, for example Market 
Street. Furthermore the congestion 
caused by all vehicles using Bridge 
St/Guild St/Market St is not possible with 
the current layout. As a regular bus 
passenger my journey takes approx 15 
minutes more to go from the bus station 
to the west end of Aberdeen. It's quicker 
to walk but this isn't possible for 
everyone. Serious consideration would 
be needed to allow access for public 
transport and there would be a need to 
review the road access around the bus 
station to exclude private cars. To truly 
create a space like the likes of Edinburgh 
you need to give the transport operators 
a space that allows them to improve the 
accessibility to all to come to the city 
centre.

Remove SfP furniture which is a 
hinderance

More street cafes to attract people to the 
centre Naw



Union Street IS Aberdeen and is far from 
the showpiece it once was.  It has the 
potential to be one of the finest Streets in 
Scotland.  Solution needs to be broader 
than higher end shopping as that type of 
retail appears in decline

More sheltered location in town 
needs to be built upon and spill 
through into Union Street (Bridge to 
Market Streets) and Upperkirkgate

The beach isn't well connected 
enough by public transport.  Could 
potentially install trams from 
Castlegate to site of old beach baths 
to make it more exciting and 
connected with the developed Union 
Street

Develop options to access the beach 
(not developing outlets which bring 
nothing to the beachfront) and 
encourage families to use the area

Consider options to open it more 
during the day to encourage use of 
the building (like Spanish City in 
Whitley Bay)

The days of Union Street being the centre 
for shopping are now gone. People are 
more interested in lifestyle such as 
leisure and eating out. Better to focus on 
improving recreation areas such as parks 
and beach area.

The Castlegate is a wasted space. 
Ideal for having an urban village with 
lots of cafes etc. The major problem 
with this idea is that the Castlegate 
isn't ideal for parking and people 
probably wouldn't walk there.

When are you going to stop 
greenwashing and do something that will 
have a real and meaningful impact on the 
climate ecological emergencies?

Where are the provisions for cyclists 
that allow all people to travel by 
bike, where they feel safe and not 
threatened by the motor or electric 
car?

It is time to take the climate and 
ecological emergencies seriously. 
Real change is needed, not 
greenwashing.

Safe cycle routes into and out of 
town to the surrounding towns and 
villages and improved public 
transport.

I feel the current setup on Union Street 
works as a whole and if pedestrianised 
would appeal even more.
If more buildings were in a usable state 
(across more levels and occupied with 
what's left of main high street stores) 
with reasonable business rates. there 
could also be a similar setup to Belmont 
Street to encourage outdoor dining.

Belmont Street is an ideal area for 
the current setup to allow bars/cafes 
to have outdoor dinning/drinking 
options which the city has lacked for 
a long time.

If a beach generation project goes 
ahead links to it should be improved 
from Castle Gate.

If a beach generation project goes 
ahead links to the city center should 
be improved.

The beach is a much better option 
for a new stadium rather than 
Kingsford as it would keep the match 
day experience similar to what it is.
A winter sports center would be 
good but more like Snow Factor 
rather than another dry slope.
A watersport center would be a nice 
to have with a Flowrider surf 
machine in a building that had an 
open/closed option for nice/poor 
weather days.
Again, good connections to make the 
beach area work would be 
advantageous.
No more attempts at a cycle network 
like the previous attempt should be 
made as it was a complete eyesore 
and should never have went ahead, 
complete waste of resources and 
budget.

The two go hand in hand. If there's 
more events enhance the area, if 
that isn't going to happen utilise the 
resources elsewhere.

Really not a fan of the pedestrianisation 
of the street and surrounding streets.

Get rid of social distancing measures in all 
areas of Aberdeen



Bring nature back into the heart of city. 
Not just plant pots. Think eco-urban. 

Need more small independent shops with 
resonible rent & rates

If stadium successful use beach 
ballroom for away supporters to 
socialise easier for police to monitor 

A new stadium in this location is 
ideal for the city and surrounding 
areas

There are so many empty buildings 
especially at Holburn End, poorly 
maintained bldgs. It worked be good if 
we could have a cohesive look in terms of 
shop signage colours.

The beach is a jewel in our crown but 
there are many ugly industrial 
buildings. Can we do something 
about this although I know many are 
privately owned. A Seaton park type 
area at the beach would be 
incredible.  Whatever buildings you 
put up, make them beautiful and 
sympathetic to the natural area...not 
very tall or industrial, warehouse 
looking. Great opportunity to make 
the walking and cycling connection 
to castlegate so much nicer by using 
trees and shrubs to shield us from 
the traffic.

Union street was and should remain the 
hub of the city. It has character and 
history. I would like to see it opened up 
to the huddle and bustle it previously was 
and remove all the ugly and unnecessary 
items that are on display. We will have 
green space at Union terrace to use and 
the grace yard is popular to sit in the 
sunshine. We also have upstairs at St 
Nicholas to sit and enjoy. Bring Union st 
back to its former glory - get it cleaned 
up, tidied up and promoted as an 
attractive place to visit 

Love this area and it deserves to be 
improved upon - open up Union 
street and concentrate on these 
areas to give them a chance to 
flourish within the city centre hub. 
Clean up, tidy up and promote. 
Great chance do improve this area in 
conjunction with renovations at 
Union terrace. Bring life to these 
areas and the heart of Aberdeen to 
encourage people to visit rather than 
parking at Union square and thinking 
that is all there is!

The castle gate is a perfect 
pedestrian area and it is not utilised 
or promoted. Would be great to see 
pop up street cafe, food and drink 
promotions, street markets etc   
Great area to promote and attract 
people to but at the moment there’s 
no point heading to that end of 
Union street - tidy up, clean up and 
bring promotions to this area 

The one way system has created 
havoc on the parallel street that 
feeds into the retail and leisure park 
area - this needs to be addressed 
and the road opened up 2 way again. 
The council made a disaster of the 
bicycle lanes and social distancing 
arrangements that made Aberdeen a 
laughing stock for such a beautiful 
area. I agree that bicycle lanes are 
required but think it through for the 
best possible solution. Love the 
promenade cafe seating outside and 
the small cafe van vendors. 



Attract corporate offices away from 
industrial estates back into city centre 
and the shops and cafes will follow. 

safe cycle routes and bicycle hubs 
for families

This space would be ideal for the 
winter ice rink / summer events. 

Improve cycling safe routes for 
families from city to beach.  

Make Union St an experience. Old, 
History and Learning mixed with street 
culture, dining, music, comedy and 
inspiration. 

Hold a market regularly there

- outside of buildings all need a clean, 
they are beautiful but you never notice as 
they are so dirty and there too much 
traffic to look up! 
- remove charity and betting shops along 
while length, introduce an incentive for 
cafe and independent shops culture
-  extend pedestrianisation further to 
West than Bridge Street
- incentive for good quality high Street 
shops, we have lost all our quality shops
- trees down the middle of Union street
- redirect buses off Union Street
This place has been completely 
unaccessible for disabled people, no 
disabled parking and no bus stops to 
allow the disabled easy access to the 
centre of the street.  We do not want this 
street completely pedestrianised but it 
would work as bus only. We also do not 
want pubs to be taking up a 
disproportionate amount of the area, it 
disgusts me that Soul bar were given so 
much space, there is something corrupt 
in the system for that to have happened. 
We also hate seeing empty shop units 
and run down buildings, this needs to be 
addressed, the city looks awful. Whoever 
designed this system of points allocation 
is also corrupt, what about more choices? 
What about disabled folk? What about 
more seating, what about tackling issues 
with drunks? What disabled provisions have you 

accounted for?! None! 

We need more cafes, less pubs, and 
the cafes need to stay open longer to 
encourage drinking of non alcohol 
substances later in to the evening.  
But what disabled provisions have 
you accounted for?! None! And why 
are you considering ploughing more 
public money in to the front of the 
Art Gallery and RGU, a private school 
and a building that has already 
benefitted from a massive amount 
of public cash? What is the purpose 
of pedestrianizing Harriet Street to 
Flourmill lane? Who makes these 
things up?!

The issue with safety needs 
addressed.  I had to walk through 
Castlegate yesterday and felt really 
unsafe with all the alcoholics and 
drug addicts in the area, this is not 
the image we want for this city.  
What disabled provisions have you 
accounted for?! None!

AFC should not be publicly funded. 
Will be an absolute sham if they are! 
What disabled provisions have you 
accounted for?! None! What about 
some plants to make the area look a  
bit nicer? Oh and perhaps a spruce 
up of the front of tired buildings?!

No, we do not want to pay for AFC! 
The beach is there for all, not just for 
AFC and their supporters. What 
disabled provisions have you 
accounted for?! None!

Stop wasting money on this cash 
cow, sell it, its only being held on to 
for memory sake

Outdoor social areas 
(eating/drinking). 

Improve Holburn Street realm and 
retail



Strongly against the new football 
stadium being built in this location. 
As someone who lives in the nearby 
Bannermill complex, it poses risk and 
disruption to our community 
including noise, traffic, people using 
our carpark without permission, our 
street being contested with parked 
cars making it difficult to get access 
to our homes. 

Football needs to remain in city. 
Increases revenue to shops bars and 
restaurants 

 Clean up Union street, return the buses 
to Union Street No football stadium on the links

Pedestrianise one of these three 
streets.

Preserve the trees in front of the 
College gates.

It needs something to lift the 
ambience. Sometimes less is more. 

A new stadium for Aberdeen FC at 
the beach would lift my spirits 
immensely. 

Improve (reinstate the bike lanes) 
they kept me safe and segregated 
from traffic. 

New Aberdeen stadium at beach 
needs to happen.

I don’t think union street should be 
pedestrianised. It looks awful at the 
moment and with hardly any shops open, 
makes it worse. You’ve closed one of the 
main roads through Aberdeen but have 
made no attempt to figure out other 
routes and bus stops.

Union Street is unfortunately very 
unattractive now, so much shopping is 
funneled into union Square leaving what 
could be fantastic stores empty or with 
discount and poor quality shops. More 
eating, sitting areas, new Marshall college 
area, Belmont Street, the gallery, Union 
Gardens, Castle Gate all needs pulled 
together to make a cohesive historic and 
vibrant, attractive city centre - the 
buildings and spaces are all there it's just 
not working right now. 

I think this is an attractive part of the 
city. Cafe culture is ideal for Belmont 
Street as its not a heavily residential 
area. Upperkirkgate is now in danger 
of becoming a ghost street as sadly 
shops are shutting down. Maybe 
pedestarising the area would allow 
more eating units but I don't agree 
with having bars late night clubs 
below residential flats. 

I used to live at the castle gate 2013-
2015 the historic buildings are 
wonderful, the castlegate is a sun 
trap too but there is a lack of 
greenery, shops, coffee shops, 
restaurants and obvious parking for 
visitors. After 2015 the salvation 
army building has become a 
problem, I understand homeless 
people stay there at night and during 
the day a number of mostly men 
hang around. I lived down a close 
and watched a man inject heroin 
into his stomach area. My sister was 
attacked by a drunk student in the 
close too, he was later charged. The 
castle gate needs better police 
presence at all times to move on 
drunks on benches and undesirables 
at night. It's not a safe area currently. 



It is nice to see Union street rejuvenated 
right now with the pedestrians and 
outdoor seating, I’ve never seen so many 
people just out and about on Union 
street, enjoying themselves. It’s very 
refreshing and would love for this set up 
to stay 

Belmont street is a great place for 
eating and drinking, this area should 
really be improved as it’s key to the 
city

More buses to the city will 
encourage more people to come to 
the beach. 

A new Aberdeen fc stadium at the 
beach would be fantastic. If there 
are fan zones for families and 
children to play and have some food 
before matches it would be great. 
Outdoor bars around the stadium 
would generate so much income for 
the city

Ver little to go there for
Nice area but could be so much 
better Absolutely nothing of interest

No football stadium completely 
wrong place

Get rid of the pedestrian zone it serves no 
purpose 

Needs a upgrade 
Don't pedestrianise because it causes too 
much traffic round the back of the trinity 
centre and union Square area

Maintain the beach itself. Clean 
steps. Fix groynes. Top up the sand. 
It’s ridiculous that you can’t get onto 
the sand at some places due to lack 
of maintenance.

Union street is dead, it’s a through road

Do not allow new football stadium 
to be built on beach



Union Street is the center, the place that 
tourists, visitors and citizens have (on 
average) in mind when thinking about 
Aberdeen as a city. At the moment, 
Union Street is not a place where you 
would enjoy spending time. Its not a 
place where tourists take photos and go 
for shopping. There are three ingredients 
that need to be considered when it 
comes to improving our city center:

1) Atmosphere: Union Street should not 
be the place where you find smoke and 
bargain shops. It should be the place 
where you enjoy walking, sitting eating, 
and watching. It needs to be active, but at 
the same time, create spaces for resting. 
This only works if we are flexible with 
spaces. A reason why central European 
city centers are so much more attractive 
than Aberdeen is that they have a 
pedestrianised area that allows for 
comfortable walking and outdoor dining. 
We also need to acknowledge the 
weather and thus encourage spaces that 
are comfortable during cold and rain. The 
atmosphere is also not just the direct 
immediate street. An atmosphere is 
easily destroyed by a shady of unpleasant 

Thistle Street, Rose Street and 
Chapel Street are directly linked to 
the city center. They can offer a high-
end boutique experience away from 
city center rush. These areas could 
have a high-quality historic charm 
that sets it apart from the modern 
union street. This will also nicely link 
into the wider city center 
atmosphere. You do not want to 
leave union street to have to walk 
through areas that look like their 
best years were decades ago. 
Buildings in this area need 
maintaining walking as well as 
resting there needs improving. Think 
of these beautiful side-lane cafes 
and restaurants you find in central 
Europe. 

Less pound bargain shops, more cafe 
culture, get seating areas where the 
horrible concrete flower pots have been 
put in temporarily.

Parking is terrible at the beach which 
backs up links road due to the 
volume of traffic, better public links 
to the beach would be an advantage 
not from the city centre but shuttle 
buses from union square or the old 
aecc.

Looking at what Dundee have done 
at the water front we could have 
something similar, there is lots there 
at the moment but there is so much 
more potential but parking is an 
issue and volume of traffic makes it 
hard to drive past the area.

Absolute disgrace with absolutely 
nothing to make you want to go there

Keep buses on Union Street. Part-
pedestrianisation with no vehicles 
(except buses) between Bridge Street and 
Market Street. 

Promote local businesses, less pound 
shops and bookies. More art.

Enjoyable activities outwith summer 
or dry weather.



Union street is a disgrace. There are too 
many empty shops, it looks depressing. 
Business rates need to be lowered to 
encourage small businesses to rent. Also, 
I don’t think you can pedestrianise parts 
of union street until we are back to pre-
covid activity levels. So many people 
need to use union street to get to and 
from work, and it will just make traffic 
worse if it’s not completely open

There is no need to keep this area 
pedestrianised. It just stops people 
from wanting to drive into town

Cycle lanes should be improved all 
over the city. It does not feel safe to 
cycle on the roads 

Pretty much no shops left in city centre 
so no point trying to lease empty 
buildings to retail. 

that anyone wishing to travel to the 
beach by using their own vehicle 
can’t get there without either being 
charged for entering a prohibited 
zone or going on a huge convoluted 
route in order to avoid the roads 
which are in effect sealed off. Park 
and ride will not be a solution, 
neither will cycling or walking to the 
beach so please reconsider the plans 
for these zones. Not all of us can buy 
new cars to avoid charges I’m afraid 
or pay for cost to convert engines 
which effectively means we can no 
longer use many proposed venues 
etc 

Vitally important for the football 
stadium to remain near the city 
centre and at the heart of the 
community 

Union Street was killed by allowing Union 
Square planning permission !
Reopen Union Street properly as all your 
doing is driving people away.
With the AWPR open I can be in Dundee 
in an hour and enjoy being there 
Aberdeen has become an embarrassment.
By all means feel free to complain to the 
owners of the buildings about the state 
they're in, but make sure they comply 
with your findings if not fine them. 

Typical aberdeen council pandering 
to the upmarket little expensive 
shops. 

Building maintainance is down to the 
owners not the council.
Union terrace gardens could have 
been finished and open by now if 
you'd gone with the public vote and 
not sucked up to a self centered man 
flashing the cash (toys out of the 
pram when he didn't get what he 
wanted) why are you asking for 
suggestions if you're going to ignore 
them? 

Use the cycle lane as an example of 
how you didn't listen to the people 
(especially business owners) and 
wasted time and money, which 
could have been used on resurfacing 
roads all around Aberdeen.
Instead you have caused damage to 
the roads at the beach and 
surrounding areas (FACT) 

The new stadium should be in 
Westhill as planned to get traffic out 
of the city (the councils priority) 

The beach and beach front has 
worked well for decades up until the 
stupid cycle lanes fiasco, have you 
not heard of the term "if its not 
broken don't try to fix it" 



Better/more lighting on path next to 
beach to make evening walks safer.

I DON'T want the new stadium to be 
relocated next to the beachfront. 

Keeping the football stadium within 
the city is paramount. It will help 
locals businesses and encourage 
people to walk to the game instead 
of a stadium outside the city with no 
proper transport links and poor 
parking options. If the beach is 
regenerated to include the stadium 
it can be done tastefully with the 
inclusion of restaurants, cafes and 
bars with prematch entertainment 
for kids and fans. 

Public transport needs to have access the 
entire length of u : in street to help 
people with limited mobility.

Need to encourage businesses to the 
empty stores.

Needs general clean up and 
maintenance.

Better connection to city centre 
would encourage better use by the 
public.

Better/more use of this historic 
building.

The COVID configuration has to be 
removed. Union st is not an attractive 
prospect at the moment and I never see 
people walking on the road Parking needs to be addressed

Love the new outdoor spaces 
available for socialising, it brings a 
great vibrancy to the city 

Pedestrianised and the buildings leased 
to smaller grass roots businesses or if 
unused then maintained and cared for

A new stadium, hosting the Dons 
and keeping them in the city (and 
not out in the Shire), would be great!



Improve access into City centre for car 
drivers  - particularly those working in 
areas not easily or safely reached by 
public transport.  By this I mean the 
specific changes due to net carbon etc.  
You want attract people to the City 
centre,for leisure (and as I have 
mentioned to work in areas to accessible 
safely by public transport), but the public 
transport infrastructure is not there.  I 
don't understand for example as to why 
you would ban cars from an artereal road 
like Virginia Street and Market street 
(around the harbour).  Yes you might 
reduce pollution in these areas but will 
make for example Anderson drive even 
worse.

To do this you need better public 
transport. Improve access into City 
centre for car drivers  - particularly 
those working in areas not easily or 
safely reached by public transport.  
By this I mean the specific changes 
due to net carbon etc.  You want 
attract people to the City centre,for 
leisure (and as I have mentioned to 
work in areas to accessible safely by 
public transport), but the public 
transport infrastructure is not there.  
I don't understand for example as to 
why you would ban cars from an 
artereal road like Virginia Street and 
Market street (around the harbour).  
Yes you might reduce pollution in 
these areas but will make for 
example Anderson drive even worse.

You need to remember that a 
significant amount of people come 
into Aberdeen from all directions, so 
may for example be accessing the 
beach area from the north.  i.e. not 
everyone who accesses the beach or 
city centre live in Aberdeen.  

Publicise the attraction of the Beach 
Ballroom for various functions and 
musical entertainment.

Better cycle lanes ! CYCLE LANES PLEASE
Events and fairs from local vendors 
would be great! 

Renovate changing rooms crest safe 
cycle access to beach and 
throughout city. Prioritise green 
transport of cars!! Aberdeen is a 
small city. To promote cycling and 
walking need to prioritise routes. 
Make safer, quieter and more 
attractive places. 

This area has no sun and is full of 
shade, why would you spend money 
on making a central outdoor plaza 
for areas cast in shadows? 

The only spit in city centre that gets 
sun all round this should be where 
bars and restaurants and outdoor 
areas for eating and drinking should 
be located

The condition of the Pavements are 
a disgrace,  and money should be 
spent on the general upkeep to 
maintain this area for locals to use 
and encourage visitors and tourists 



It needs to be brought back to its 
glittering past
The buildings in Union Street need the 
granite cleaned to help brighten the city. 
Encourage businesses back and get rid off 
the cheap rubbish shops like vape shops 
and bookies. Make people want to come 
back into the city centre.

Get rid of the safer spaces,bus lane 
marquees and open up the streets to pre-
covid situation,all you have done is 
caused congestion and given the ability 
to trade for some licensees yet you have 
totally screwed it up for taxi 
drivers,placing a rank a good walk away 
from Union st and with limited access for 
taxi drivers is a joke 
Needs to be brought back to life, with 
new shops, restaurants and cafes, street 
cafes

Keeping Aberdeen football club in 
the heart of Aberdeen at the beach 
with good access and more facilities 
is a must.

Cafe culture is excellent - in Albyn 
Place and Queens Road too New stadium is very important

Create a splash park like Arbroath or 
Montrose to make use of beach area 
to increase tourism 

Union street needs to be completely 
redeveloped. Attract better shops and 
bigger brands to the city. Reduce rates to 
allow for better shops etc. Get tied if all 
the £1 shops, vape shops, charity shops 
etc. Union st has dramatically gone down 
hi

Really needs to be upgraded, just a mess 
and need to get shop filled.



Try to attract outdoor seating and eating. 
Put a central section and cover it to make 
it the heart of the city centre. 

This entire area of the city needs a 
massive facelift. Union street from 
Market street, King street & the 
Castle Gate. It is an embarrassment 
and can be so much more. 
Rejuvenate the Castle Gate by 
possibly gardens or green space. 

Beach is a fantastic area that could 
provide so much Mir than just 
walking. 

Removal of Codona’s and create a 
nice quirky area for cafes restaurants 
and exercise 

open it up! open up schoolhill

The new stadium should be part of 
the beachfront regeneration scheme

Union street is our high street and it’s 
embarrassing. So many shops closed 
down  and not much to do in Aberdeen  I 
feel Aberdeen is neglected and very dull 
no joy in city centre whatsoever

It’s totally been neglected where 
there is so much you could turn it 
into a more inspiring attraction 

needs to be a place people want to visit, 
sculptures (in the open please), events, 
buskers, great locations for selfies, street 
art, easier access, better parking, better 
buses/trains

needs events, street markets, 
entertainments, pop-up shops cafe's 
its a great public space. and need to 
discourage the increasing numbers 
druggies and vagrants gathering 
there. 

beach esplanade is a major artery for 
cars, pedestrianising would also 
require road improvements to 
compensate

I disagree totally with the stadium 
plan, it needs to be out of the city 
near the ring road, beach is wrong 
location in every respect.

it needs a new life, its becoming 
obsolete. Let private enterprise do it, 
not taxpayers money.

Union street is a total mess. 
Guild street requires to have the two bus 
stops removed to allow traffic to flow 
freely.
Cycle lanes are a necessity and have to be 
clearly marked, e.g. coloured tar and 
signs. Reduce vehicular use on Union 
Street.

Create additional safe routes for 
cyclists and pedestrians, i.e. one way 
streets for vehicles that are two way 
for cyclists

Stop vehicular traffic in Schoolhill 
and promote safe cycling/pedestrian 
areas

Put cycle lane access through 
Castlegate

Create shared cycling/walking areas 
with coloured tarmac and clear paint 
markings to separate them.

More cycle lanes and improve road 
surface along beachfront.

Resurface roundabout and beach 
front roads add a cycle lane along 
beach road all the way to Bridge of 
Don.

Fix the existing pavements!  They are 
broken, sunken, wobbly - a hazard to 
anyone on foot.

It is a wonderful, art deco building - 
in dire surroundings!  Please, make it 
shine.



New stadium in this area would be a 
huge benefit. Replacing existing 
leisure centre would be a waste of 
money as it is fine. Anything it 
doesn't have should be built as an 
extension

businesses need to be attracted to open 
on union street. With no 
shops/businesses it doesn't matter how 
nice it is. If premises are occupied then 
they immediately start to look cleaner 
and more presentable. Parts of the street 
currently look derelict. 

The traffic during RGC school drop 
off and pick up is terrible. Funneling 
everyone down harriet street is both 
dangerous and overwhelming the 
street capacity. School hill needs to 
be reopened to traffic to allow traffic 
to leave the area safely. I regularly 
meet cars driving the wrong way on 
the one way section of school hill 
past the school, and the cyclists 
coming the wrong way up harriet 
street are a terrible accident waiting 
to happen - whether they collide 
with a car or a pedestrian. I think a 
public plaza outside the school is a 
bad idea as the little cut in allows 
safe drop off and otherwise cars will 
be stopping on the main street, 
whether it is allowed or not. Plus I 
think encouraging people to 
congregate outside a school gate in a 
"public plaza" is likely a child 
safeguarding issue. Making a feature 
out of Belmont street and allowing 
people to collect there is a much 
better idea. 

This area would make a great public 
plaza or outdoor cafe area but needs 
to be cleaned up. 

Perhaps more opportunities for local 
food vendors/vans? Combined with 
better picnic areas. I visit with a 
young family and we're more likely 
to visit if there are good "picnic" 
food options, rather than chips or 
going into sit-down chains.

A water sport centre would be a big 
attraction. A cycle network would be 
good, but it would have to be an off 
road path  - there's no way I'd take 
kids cycling on the road at the beach 
- there is too much traffic. 

Public transport connections to the 
beach ballroom would need to be 
improved for getting home after 
events. 

Currently looks unloved, untidy and 
heading to derelict with lots of empty 
shops. Not vibrant or inviting.    

Put back strings of lights on trees on 
Albyn Place - not just at xmas, but 
whole of darker months - Scandi 
style, make it bright & inviting

Brighten it up - see what they do in 
Scandinavia, which are similar cold 
weather countries

Brewdog is a great venue there; 
need to get more quality venues to 
that end of town  

There's already wide pavements to 
the beach; beach front premises 
should face on to beach; shops like 
The Range mean a concrete wall 
faces the beach - not very nice to 
look at. The Highlander bus cafe is an 
eyesore with generator & bins out 
the back - looks grubby - can't 
understand why it was given a 
licence to operate there - need to 
raise the bar!

Beach Ballroom need s a complete 
refurbishment to bring it up to 
current standard, and make it a 'go 
to' location; change name to The 
Beach Roundhouse (Ballroom is 
outdated)



Converting vacant upper floors to 
residences would be great.

This could be a really nice 
independent retail area but for now 
it feels like it's a place for cars more 
than businesses or people.

Cafe culture would be great, 
especially into the evening. Cafes are 
pretty much all closed by 6pm: it's 
like a curfew for non drinkers.
I liked the plaza idea but saw the 
impact is skewed towards benefits 
for the private school. If public 
benefit isn't even a goal at this stage 
then I don't support it. The main 
issue there is parents driving at 
pedestrians and it sounds like they'll 
get to continue even with this 
proposal.

I almost never go here. It feels 
barren and unsafe.

Allowing buildings to back onto the 
beach is awful. I feel civic shame 
every time I see the Range/ old 
Amadeus building.

Maximising on the beachfront 
nature of the area is much, much 
more important than colocating 
facilities that have nothing to do 
with beach/coast/water. I'm 
opposed to building any more 
structures at the beach, but a park 
would be glorious.

I don't see any real connection 
between the venue and its location. 
So I see it as a waste of the location 
and would happily have it rebuilt 
with a better sense of place. Mostly, 
if I see that an event I might attend is 
at the ballroom, that's reason 
enough to not go. Public transport to 
the venue isn't good enough and I 
don't feel safe in the area when it's 
dark.

Would love to have a new football 
stadium for the Dons near Pittodrie

Bring the shop rates down.  So that you 
can bring people back into the city and 
make it alive again.   The pricing I’m told 
is ridiculously too high.  

Fundamental to get offices back into the 
city centre from Kingswells, Altens, 
Westhill.   The footfall is missing after 
encouraging them all out of the city.   Use 
Debenhams & John Lewis as office space.   
 Encourage big businesses like Shell/BP 
etc into the city centre as they are looking 
for small offices. 
Move Union Square shops and 
cinema/restaurants back into the heart of 
the city and knock Union Square down Perfect location for lots of small cool 

shops, cafes, etc, similar to Edinburgh
Another great area for people 
meeting, cafes, etc 

This could be a fantastic area if it 
was cleaned up and cafes, small 
businesses encouraged, more 
sunlight in this area and more 
sheltered than Union Street for 
outdoor cafes, bars etc 

No need to pedestrian-ise further as 
enough pavements already  

Keep football stadium in the city, 
moving to Westhill only moves more 
of the footfall out of the city.   Its 
fundamental we get people back 
into the city, planning decisions in 
the past have all but killed off the 
city centre
The increase during covid times in 
paddleboarders and swimmers 
should be encouraged maybe even 
with some sort of rescue/safety 
support.   
We already have a dry slope at 
Garthdee, enhance this facility 
rather than create another? 



more shops, less shopping centres, 
remove pedestrian area - doesn't work!

all the roads and streets in Aberdeen 
need fixing

weather and climate for permanent 
outdoor cafe - not required, no need 
for more trees etc as The gardens 
are there, no to public space near 
RGU - this is a school area , kids and 
young teens - not PC to have public 
area

already good connection to beach, 
nothing required apart from 
maintenance and housekeeping

more frequent bus service, keep the 
Queens links, no to football club 
move

no to most ideas above, no to 
football club especially, no to 
extreme sports and ski slopes ,need 
to keep the open spaces green grass 
and area for small children to enjoy 
safely

if there is to be increased activity 
and events in this building, improve 
also the bus service

Need to open the road to public transport 

Union Street needs the most focus, it 
needs brought back to life as it is the city 
centre, linkages to other areas such as 
the beach would be good but first and 
foremost this area needs work. 
Businesses should be encouraged to set 
up and use empty space whether by 
reducing rates or some other incentive. 
Those businesses still existing should be 
given similar incentives. Improve 
greenery and encourage mixed use. Get 
Bon Accord Baths back open as a tourist 
venue - think Harrogate Baths.

More green space at marschial 
square would be good. The cafe 
culture is such a red herring, it’s 
great when weather nice but for 
majority of year it’s not possible and 
shouldn’t be given a priority. If it can 
be accommodated without 
impacting other businesses and use 
fine but at moment Belmont Street is 
a death trap. Deliveroo drivers 
ignore the restrictions, no one else 
pays much attention to them, 
pedestrians step directly from cafes 
into oncoming traffic. 

Between Market Street and Bridge Street 
should have buses and taxis as well as the 
usual vehicles such emergency and 
delivery lorries. St Stephen Street in 
Norwich is a walking street and it has 
buses, taxis, emergency vehicles and 
delivery vans going up and down and it 
works. This would enable more people to 
come and shop in this area. Then you 
could make it the same as before Market 
Street and after Bridge Street then it 
would have social distancing, seating and 
flowers The congestion on Market and 
between Market Street and Broad Street 
would ease. 

Include safe cycle routes, linked to the 
rest of the city.

More outdoor cafe culture, fewer 
cars.

Active travel links to the beach are 
key.  I'd love to cycle from the west 
end to the beach with my kids but it 
is extremely dangerous wt the 
moment. A link between the deeside 
way & the beach & Torry Battery 
would be amazing.

Please no large eyesore buildings like 
a football stadium, we should use 
the natural resources ie beach to 
create an active travel connected 
park, with cafes & watersports & 
nature orientated facilities.



Development of the area is greatly 
needed. But I do not wish to see a 
new stadium anywhere other than 
where it currently is. 

Instead of potted trees and plants in the 
middle of union street (which I believe 
should reopen to prevent congestion in 
other areas of the city), money should be 
spent on fixing potholes around the city 
and the union Street pavement, which 
itself is full of broken paving slabs and is 
slippery when wet, making mobilisation 
for the average person difficult at times, 
nevermind for those with walking 
aids/disabilities. Important to maintain 
building appearances as Aberdeen is the 
granite city, what's the point in being 
known as that if the granite in the city 
looks old and worn. 

Although outdoor seating areas in 
the summer would be nice, I would 
not want access to local businesses 
to be disturbed by a closed road, 
meaning deliveries are more 
difficult, or taxis for the disabled 
cannot pass through. 

Castlegate has so much potential, a 
good area to have more greenery 
without disturbing the normal flow 
of union Street. Having more focus 
on the maintenance of this area may 
also make it feel safer, and more 
attractive for residents nearby. 

Resurfacing the beach road would 
have been much better to have 
spent money on in 2020 as opposed 
to the temporary and very cluttered 
mistake that was created. Labelling 
clearer lanes would also be good for 
tourist drivers who do not know the 
road. Although there are a lot of 
pedestrians in this area which should 
be encouraged, this remains a major 
road in the city and should be 
maintained for driver safety. 

Creation of a new public park would 
provide accessibility for all. Although 
new sports centres sound good, this 
may be too expensive for some or 
exclude the disabled. For all in the 
city who have differing interests, a 
new public park would be the most 
generally appealing. 

This could be a great way to boost 
tourism, and support the 
entertainment sector once 
restrictions allow. Beach ballroom is 
in need of a face-lift, but is a great 
space to be utilised! 

Get rid of bus gate. 

The beach front should be made a 
more attractive space for people and 
families to spend the day. It would 
benefit from stalls, outlets, cafes etc. 
However the beach esplanade 
should not be totally pedestrianised 
as this will force traffic down the 
same routes and there is already an 
issue with traffic in the city. 

Putting the new Aberdeen FC 
stadium in the beach area is 
absolutely the right thing to do and 
the council should be supporting this 
all the way

Pedestrianising this section of Union 
street and promoting a cafe culture here 
would have an immense impact on the 
city and help it act as a link between the 
shopping centres. Shelter to allow 
outside dining and plenty of trees and 
flowers to create a pleasant outdoor 
experience would also be incredibly 
beneficial. 



Don't allow any more charity/low value 
shops. 

Absolute mish mash of shops and looks a 
disgrace for a town centre

Make the kids play park larger with 
more items and have toilets for kids

Encourage small charity shops to move 
into side streets- if folk wish to support 
them they will, regardless of their 
location.
Are there any bylaws that can be used to 
force owners of union street buildings to 
keep them weed free and tastefully 
painted/ decorated and clean?  Our once 
GRAND, MAIN thoroughfare is looking 
poverty stricken!! And in places, 
DISGUSTINGLY FILTHY AND PITIFUL!! 
😢😢 it is so sad to see...

Suggest opening up traffic way from 
castlegate to the beach again....the 
castlegate isn’t a destination or 
doesn’t feel included in the city 
centre.

Roads need resurfaced 
PERMANENTLY/PROPERLY in the 
beach area and roundabout outside 
the beach ballroom...... we don’t 
have a decent putting green, bowling 
green or tennis court in that area to 
encourage visitors.
There isn’t a city caravan site either, 
perhaps one could be situated in the 
beach are..?

Spend some money on cleaning and 
restoring the buildings on Union Street. I 
work for a company- Presserv Ltd who 
can clean the buildings using Spongejet 
technology www.Spongejet.com. The 
process does not use chemicals and 
provides complete integrity of the 
surfaces.  
Give businesses incentives to move into 
the empty shops. Boarded up shops 
should have adverts or at  least scenes on 
the boards to make them more appealing.  



In order to encourage people to union 
street a change is required wooden 
benches facing empty shop fronts is not a 
very good outlook also the climate does 
not encourage a "café culture "  as for 
clean air encouraging travel links with 
busses is not the answer as they are the 
most polluting of the air due to the 
number using this part of the city centre 
so that is not going to lead to a healthier 
environment, also to remove street 
clutter would be to look at the type of 
shops currently on offer as they will not 
encourage visitors / holiday makers or 
cruise ship passengers to flock to the city 
centre as there is no great attractions for 
them to come and see and spend money, 
so think again !!   

What are the real attractions going 
to be to increase the footfall I cant 
see how it will become a unique 
destination there is not much on 
offer.   

Does this administration really 
believe that Aberdeen is going to be 
an outdoor  café culture
 destination to sustain business to 
invest in.

How can safe connections be 
improved to the beach when 
pedestrians will have to cross one of 
the busiest commuter links to the 
Harbour and south east of the city, 
think again.

Forget the Football Stadium that will 
drive people away from the Beach 
area on a regular basis, tax payers 
money should not be given to a 
private company, there should be 
more investment along the full 
length of  the beach to tidy it up to 
attract visitors and more locals as a 
destination to enjoy, renovate the 
wooden beach shelter ( it has 
historic value ) not a broken down 
graffiti covered eyesore also get rid 
of the red double decker, take away, 
it is another eyesore and does not 
enhance the area one little bit, who 
in there right mind authorised it, 
Aberdeen Beach is the city's jewel in 
the crown, think outside the box 
cruise ships will come and 
passengers need an attraction to 
visit along with local people, leave 
the park areas as they are to attract 
Circuses and other crowd pulling 
entertainment, currently the beach 
front is untidy fences requiring 
attention also stairs down to the 
beach front in poor condition and 
some barricaded with red plastic 
barriers for months on end it is 

The roundabout outside the Beach 
Ballroom is a disgrace covered in 
weeds and dead plants it doesn't do 
much to enhance the area and a 
Iconic building, as for a dry, ski slope 
at the beach what is the problem 
with the one at Garthdee invest in it. 

It would be incredible to have part of 
union Street pedestrianised. It should be 
a space for people and not for cars. 
Currently the ratio is 80% space for cars 
and 20% space for people. More people 
will spend time in a city that's built for 
them. 

The Union Street Mile should be the 
jewel in Aberdeen’s crown.  Improve 
shop front restoration, inventive pop up 
stores with local food/drink producers & 
creatives. Cafe culture with 
pedestrianized sections & 
trees/flowers/plants to keep green 
agenda.

Not a priority in comparison to 
Union Street

Belmont Street has so much 
potential. Aberdeen Art Gallery has 
proven itself after its restoration & 
needs & area for visitors to wish to 
spend time in outside gallery open 
hours. With unloved buildings 
getting much needed attention like 
Old RGU Union

I loved when the Mercat Cross was 
used for Look Again festival. 
Permanent public art to compliment 
medieval cross would be fantastic.

Any way of stopping it be a car 
speedway & attract cafe culture. 
Beach tram or train from Castlegate 
would be amazing

This should be the location for the 
new Aberdeen Football Club 
stadium. The club needs to be in 
accessible city centre to benefit the 
hospitality industry & keep a green 
agenda.

The Beach Ballroom building needs 
to be maintained to a high standard. 
The new football stadium is a bigger 
priority

Return it back to the way it was there is 
no need for it to be closed off.  Bring 
Shops back instead of putting them in 
Union Square.  Get the buses off Market 
Street, Guild Street, Bridge Street this is 
back up traffic by having queues of 
busses blocking the roads

Get rid of the cycle lanes they are 
never used.  I drive this route daily 
and am lucky if i see a cyclist at all.  
Waste of money!!

Get rid of the eyesore at the bottom 
of the beach boulevard which was 
made from dumped earth then 
covered in grass and it blocks the 
view of the sea as you drive/walk 
down the boulevard.  Council was 
lazy to remove this should not have 
been allowed in the first place

Use it as it was intended instead of 
lying unused 90% of the year.  
Another waste of the publics money

Once quite a regal street not now



I would be in favour of the market street 
to bridge street pedestrianisation only if 
buses were allowed to crawl on the 
section.  Otherwise detrimental to access 
and connectivity to the shopping heart of 
the city. 

It needs to connect to Union Square

More cafe's and coffee shops so people 
can socialise. It is full of cheap shops and 
betting shops with dodgy people walking 
around. It needs to feel more welcoming 
and have a nice friendly atmosphere with 
busy shops, boutiques, so local 
businesses can afford rent . Union Street 
has some of the most glorious granite 
buildings, these need to be kept clean 
and presentable for the city

Cafe culture would be great in 
Belmont Street, have fairy lights 
going over buildings to create a cute 
atmosphere 

I already think the pavements from 
Castlegate to beach is okay, maybe a 
flyover pavement would assist 
crossing the road as the current 
traffic light system is too close to the 
roundabout 

Beach Ballroom is a magnificent 
building it needs to be used and 
loved by Aberdeen, it has so much 
history holding great events over the 
years 

Utter disgrace , we used to have a 
beautiful city and now we are an utter 
disgrace . Trees and weeds growing out 
of old Granite buildings , pavements are a 
danger . All
Uneven , no shops., apart from e 
cigarette , phones, charity and bargain 
ones . There is NOTHING to attract 
visitors to our city . Where did all the oil 
revenue go ?? Certainly not into our city . 
We were once classed as the Oil Capitol
. WELL , just goes to show , HOW THINGS 
HAVE CHANGED

A DISGRACE UF THAT IS OUR WEST 
END OF THR CITY
FILTHY EMPTY BUSINESSES .  More 
Eye Sores 

This so could be a hive of eateries 
and outside eating ,but needs 
cleaned also

BEEN NEGLECTED FOR YESRD, AND 
AS FOR ALL THD BOLLARDS FOR 
SOCIAL DISTANCE WAS THE BIGGEST 
HEAP OF JUNK EVER

The relocation of Pittodrie to an 
adjacent beach location is emensly 
preferable for the economy of the 
city and sence of community than 
sticking it out in on a sterile site at 
West hill. 

Union Street should be full of local 
business thriving but unfortunately even 
long before covid a lot of it has been left 
to gather dust. Anything that encourages 
business to thrive on Union Street should 
be done 

Aberdeen Football Club should 
remain in the city and if a new 
stadium can be built within close 
proximity to Pittodrie this should be 
the route taken 

Support Bon Accord Baths - a 
wonderful building and swimming 
venue in the heart of Aberdeen. 

Provost Skene's House - please re-
think the local heroes theme. 



The single most important thing to 
enhance the look of Aberdeen for visitors 
and experience for citizens would be to 
upgrade union street to its former status 
and appearance. Affordable rents so 
quality retailers move back to the shops. 
Residential spaces updated and sold or 
rented. Same for bridge street. Work with 
landlords to achieve this. Without this it 
will continue to be a wasteland and any 
other investments futile.

The beach is within walking distance 
of the city centre. Better bus 
connections would help. Don’t add 
to the parking though as this would 
detract from other uses of the 
spaces.

A cultural venue using one of the old 
industrial sheds  for showcasing the 
history of the area, exhibitions, 
concerts, talks, maybe a permanent 
exhibit like parts of a ship could be a 
good addition to the area. 

Great venue for concerts for up and 
coming bands or for theatre. I have 
seen both types of events there and 
whilst seating was not ideal as 
normal chairs the acoustics, the 
opportunities for interesting staging 
and the location were superb.

I’m an aberdonian living in Glasgow and 
union st just looks so dirty and forlorn.  
Greening it up could be really good, or 
public sculpture.  Find ways to further 
limit traffic if possible.  Include Bob 
Accord baths in your plans as a super 
draw near the top of Union St.

The thing that really lets the beach 
area down are the unkempt state of 
the grassy banks leading to the lower 
beach walk. Full of thistles, nettles, 
weeds- they are totally unattractive. 
A better planting scheme would give 
the city something to really show off 
and would be good for biodiversity. 
It looks the worst at the most 
populated section of the beachfront.

Why can't we have a beach front to 
rival anywhere in britain? If it was 
pedestrianised then you now have 
extra space to allocate for walkers, 
runners & cyclists. Maybe even an 
electric road train running back and 
forth all day? Make sure than we 
improve services along the whole 
length from Fittee to BOD with 
SAND, seating, sheltering, cafes to 
name a few that should  e open and 
available all year round.

We often see surfers out on the 
water but no surf shop, there's 
sometimes a mobile teaching 
caravan but why make it temporary 
as the water and waves there all 
year round. Surely sailing clubs and 
classes could be organised along 
with other water sports granted we 
dont get the weather but there are 
good times throughout the year.

Union Street could be the cities biggest 
asset yet it's the biggest problem and the 
cities psyche is wrapped up in it. Until it's 
fixed the moaning will never end. And it's 
all there waiting to happen no need to 
overthink it.



Looking in various big cities in UK and 
other places in Europe. It is difficult for 
business when a decision is made to ban 
cars and increase pedestrian area. 
However difficult times is only short lived 
as the footfall increase when work is 
completed. I am in favour of a 
pedestrianisation of Union Street (even if 
I do live in the heart of the city, own a 
vehicle and have struggle with restriction)  
 but also totally opposed to the low 
emission zone plan. If the council was 
concerned about CO2 emission and 
pollution level, they should look at 
emission created by the boats in the 
harbour and it would also have decided 
to put a new incinerator next to living 
area.

I am living in Chapel street, own a 
vehicle. New one way system has 
made my commuting longer but I do 
appreciate the widening of 
pedestrian space

The beach is so close from the city 
but unfortunately the walk is not the 
most pleasant with a lot of traffic to 
cross or walk alongside.

The beach is so close from the city 
but unfortunately the walk is not the 
most pleasant with a lot of traffic to 
cross or walk alongside.

Please open upperkirkgate for traffic. 
As we come out of restrictions soon 
it's the best time for it. Save local 
business 

There's a need for a calisthenics park 
anywhere in the city. It would 
motive people to leave the house 
and start moving 

Dated and unwelcoming Dirty

It would be foolish to allow AFC to 
move from the Beach area, with the 
associated loos of income from Fans, 
families and visitors, Additionally 
there should be provision of 4G 
football pitches in the Regent Walk 
area as originally envisaged years 
ago,

Great music venue, ideal for concerts 
too big for the Lemon Tree

Trams would be amazing. 
Create a standalone bike path. 
Allow food carts.
Make it easier for busking.
Add some level of shelter in the middle to 
protect from the sun or rain. 

Better traffic control and quality 
underfoot. 

Add some colour to the area. More 
plants, more art, interactive parts to 
force people to use the area.

The beach needs an influx of money 
to update the things there, not to 
make anything new. 

re-layout of parking spaces so that 
they do not obstruct the view of the 
sea from cafes 

Ban smoking in Aberdeen City Centre. NO 
place is enjoyable or friendly because the 
amount of smokers who take over ANY 
outdoor space in the centre. 

Ban smoking in Aberdeen City 
Centre. NO place is enjoyable or 
friendly because the amount of 
smokers who take over ANY outdoor 
space in the centre. 

Ban smoking in Aberdeen City 
Centre. NO place is enjoyable or 
friendly because the amount of 
smokers who take over ANY outdoor 
space in the centre. 

Again, Ban smoking in Aberdeen City 
Centre. NO place is enjoyable or 
friendly because the amount of 
smokers who take over ANY outdoor 
space in the centre. 

Pedestrian or a family priority lane 
for kids to safely enjoy scooter/bikes 
area 

Again, family focused cycle lane so 
kids can enjoy safely, 

do everything i said or else keep cruise or else 
belmont street cafes best there is. 
keep them or else build stadium or else



Make area on front of art gallery 
drop off area 

Support a cafe culture in a pedestrian 
area of Union Street and side streets e.g. 
Correction Wynde and support local 
business through reduced business rates.

Maintenance and upkeep of buildings 
should be the focus.

Don’t think it’s in a poor condition 
but repave if it is

Some great maintenance in this area 
over the last few years. Keep this 
open so buses and cars can drop 
off/pick up to a pedestrianised 
Union street. 

Public facilities (need more public 
toilets at don end), areas of sea 
defences/walls, groynes, grass 
banks, stairs and fencing  (some are 
no longer fit for purpose due to sand 
shifting) need maintenance and 
attention. I personally think there is 
a wide enough pavement for all and 
the promenade. On balance no 
money needs to be spent on 
pedestrianisation.

Focus on filling spaces with new shops or 
homes. Introduce more green spaces and 
pedestrian access. 

More seating for people in the pedestrian 
section, including cafe and restaurant 
seating and tables.

It would be great to take inspiration from 
some fantastic European cities. More of a 
cafe culture. The city centre needs a big 
globally recognised tourist attraction 
which appeals to all ages. Something 
which draws people from all around. A 
centre point for the city, somewhere 
enjoyable and safe for people to 
congregate.

Dry ski slope not so appealing but an 
indoor facility like Snow Factor in 
Glasgow or Snozone in Milton 
Keynes would be brilliant. Would 
draw people in from other parts of 
the country. The beach leisure 
centre is rather tired. 
Redevelopment inspiration could be 
taken from The Time Capsule in 
Coatbridge. A water sports hub 
would be great - lessons in surfing, 
paddle boarding, kite surfing etc.

Sadly, it seems the venue has had its 
day. I’m not sure what could be done 
to make it more attractive other 
than complete redevelopment.

We should definitely keep Aberdeen 
fc stadium in town and the beach 

 front would be perfect 



Make the section from Holburn Street to 
Bridge Street a permanent 2 lane system. 
Ideally the whole street could be 
pedestrianised but this might be 
unworkable. The 2 lane system would 
enable widening of the pavements 
allowing cafes/restaurants  to invest in 
permanent outdoor areas that cater for 
all weathers. By doing this you would 
encourage much needed investment to 
Union Street which has had to combat 
the oil recession, a dwindling oil industry, 
added competition from Union Square 
and the effects of Covid. These new 
outdoor areas decorated with living 
plants, trees etc would enhance the look 
of Union Street and make the street look 
more vibrant. If other cities can create 
this kind of cultural vibe why can’t we do 
this for Union Street and Aberdeen as a 
whole.

Make prime locations more affordable to 
small local and artisan businesses

Support small local catering 
businesses to provide services as 
well as accessible public toilet and 
beach changing provision closer to 
middle of beach.  Improve safety 
marking for sea access

There is little substance to Union Street 
currently. I support the idea of it being 
the heart of the city, but realistically, we 
need a reason to visit as a destination, 
and not simple pass through. A cafe 
culture won't be nurtured where there is 
no natural appeal or footfall attraction.

This area is lovely, and has more 
appeal than the bottom of Union 
Street, where there is less 
independent, quality shops.

The Art Gallery is absolutely great, it 
would be brilliant to create more of 
a scene around it's entrance, tying to 
Belmont Street.

The Castlegate is crying out to find 
it's place in the city scene. Ideally 
located for arts or foodie festivals, it 
is a historic courtyard waiting for 
reinvention. Would love to see it 
reimagined into a thriving 
cosmopolitan hub of cafe culture 
with street artists and crafters, with 
weekend art/ food festivals. 

The beach needs major TLC and 
deserves to be brought up to date. 
Covid has prompted a huge 
popularity of the beach area and it 
would be excellent to retain this 
public popularity. Needs 
maintenance, improved lighting, and 
new attractions such as iconic 
sculpture, street art and road train to 

Let's optimise the beach, it could be 
a 1st class attraction again. A natural 
draw for many sports, and a lynchpin 
for nostalgia meets 2030 Aberdeen. 
Let's modernise without damaging 
one of Aberdeen's biggest assets!

Events at the Beach Ballroom have a 
gravitas. The grandeur legacy 
experience needs to be converted 
into an accessible modernised 
appeal whilst retaining the 
aspirational element.

Make clear road markings on the 
entire esplanade. The road is used 
like a dual carriage way making it 
dangerous to road users and 
pedestrians

Something like a Tram between 
beach and Union Street would be 
good. Bus links are a cheaper 
alternative but lacks thinking outside 
the box, seems like the lazy option

Moving Pittodrie to the beach would 
hugely change the area with it being 
walking distance from bus and train 
links. Moving out of town would kill 
many hospitality venues in the city 
centre and would be detrimental to 
the football club as well. 



I would be against the creation of a 
dry ski slope as this is not needed at 
the beach.Nor would I like to see any 
tall buildings erected.

The number of empty shops is really 
depressing. 
Can delis, maybe international food 
sellers be encouraged? People seem to 
be willing to spend money on food. 
Some of the buildings on Union Street 
seem very run down. 

Encourage the Thistle Street Market 
to return. Perhaps every weekend, 
with more vendors. Make it regular 
and advertise it better.

Exhibitions at the Art Gallery need to 
be advertised better.
Hopefully booking a 2hr slot to go to 
gallery has now ended? 
Seagull problem makes eating and 
drinking outside a bit 
uncomfortable... Can this be 
improved?
Garden on top of St Nics is excellent. 
Can more musicians be encourage to 
play in bandstand?

The Castlegate would make a great 
venue for a regular outdoor market.

How about a free or cheap shuttle 
bus to the beach from town (even 
just from Castlegate?) I'd love to go 
to the beach more, but it's a 50min 
walk from my flat and I can't afford 
the bus.

I have no idea what events are ever 
on at Beach Ballroom. Advertising 
really needs to be better. (Also, with 
the popularity of Strictly Come 
Dancing surely this could have been 
capitalised on?) 

Creating a plaza and making cafe 
culture permanent will increase 
Aberdeens reputation as a place of 
art and culture as well as creating a 
good link to HMT, encouraging 
theatre goers to continue their 
evening rather than going home. 

Castlegate area could easily become 
a hub of activity and enhancing 
connections to the beach from this 
area will encourage further 
movement of people between the 
city centre and the beach.

Enhancing the connection between 
the beach and city centre is key to 
modernisation and increasing 
tourism. 

A new public park at the beach will 
help to frame the whole area, help 
to showcase the beach ballroom and 
could even be used to host outdoor 
events in connection with the beach 
ballroom.  

See beach and creating a new public 
park at the beach. 

Put it back to what it was in the 80s and 
ban buses 

allow restaurants to have more street 
space for outdoor/gazebo seating. 

more cultural/artistic activities, 
street markets

It’s dismal and ruined by the ridiculous 
covid bus stops. High rates snd expensive 
parking don’t help 

Exhorbitant parking fees discourage 
visitors and affect shops negatively 

Biggest problem fir Aberdeen visitors 
is the expensive parking fees. Have 
free parking on certain days. 

We should have markets, big screens 
for vets, lots more activities. 
Dancing, shows the potential is 
there! All you need is imagination. 
This would be a great place for the 
Christmas market. It’s never worked 
in Broad Street.

The space is great. We need a 
lifeguard on good days. Glad you got 
rid of the mess you made of those. 
Yale lanes.

It was great when this venue was 
used, really used. Now it is too 
expensive for many.

It is vitally important to ensure 
parking and road infrastructure can 
cope with AFC matchdays, and in 
doing so should not create traffic 
problems for those in the area that 
are shopping or using other facilities 

👍

So many closures, it would be good to 
encourage small independents too with 
some reduced rates. Nice cafes and 
boutiques. Our city centre is a disgrace I think the west end is generally ok



Think tourism! 

Union street has the potential to be a 
great destination if the right mix of 
interesting shops, restaurants and leisure 
activities. Just now it looks depressing 
and has too many pound shops etc. 

Need to get balance between 
pedestrian access and parking 

Our beach is such a great asset. 
Need to make the most of the area 
but in a way that protects visitors a 
little from the typical windy chilly 
weather if possible! We love 
spending time at the beach 
throughout the year. Where the 
Range is is such a missed 
opportunity to have a beachside 
destination looking out to sea. 
Should be some “touristy” shops etc. 
You can’t buy a bucket and spade 
(unless in the range/Asda etc) 

It would absolutely ruin the beach to 
include any more large buildings. 
The stadium is the worst idea ever.

This is an iconic building. Be careful 
what you build around it.

Should be entirely pedestrianised / cycle/ 
wheeler friendly.  No buses.  

The uniqueness would be enhanced 
significantly by the beautiful Bon 
accord baths being reopened as a 
pool, gym and meeting place 

A disgrace of a city centre - empty shop 
fronts and a tatty and rundown air. 
Embarrassing for locals and tourists alike. 
Track down the absentee landlords and 
encourage indie businesses to be able to 
afford to move here. Look at Dundee for 
inspiration. How Dan Dundee have 
overtaken Aberdeen with its vision and 
appearance? Aberdeen sadly lagging 
behind Good to see indie businesses here 

Could be vastly improved - nice 
pockets in the area but not enough 
of them. Encourage more indie 
businesses and cafes and shops into 
the area 

Horrible rundown and uninviting in 
its current state .. could be a 
fabulous frontage down to the sea 
but just now is somewhere to be 
avoided 

The beach could be much more 
attractive with better facilities. Can’t 
existing facilities be reopened eg 
showers / toilets that my 
grandparents used to us that sit 
under the esplanade? 

More interesting shops and cafés on 
Union Street that encourage people to go 
there, instead of empty spaces or vaping 
or charity shops. 



Agree in principle however taxi ranks 
provision unnecessary imo

Car park to be free otherwise a 
waste of money. 

Widening the pavements on Union St will 
achieve nothing while any form of vehicle 
is still allowed on it.  Vehicles are 
primarily what is causing Union St an 
unpleasant place to be, which is why 
people don't spend time there (they'll 
walk along it to get to a shop or a bus 
stop but they won't spend time there).  
Because people don't spend time there 
they don't spend money there and 
therefore the shops/ cafes/ pubs etc 
close and new ones don't open.  Create a 
nice space and people will spend time 
there, therefore businesses will move in 
and you start to see the beginning of an 
economic regeneration in the area.  As a 
minimum Union St needs to be 
pedestrianised from Union Terrace to the 
Castlegate and then you have the 
opportunity to start to create an 
attractive place, centred around people.  
At the moment it's designed and set up 
to move cars around, and that is of no 
benefit to the businesses on it or the 
people who would want to use it.

As with the rest of the city centre, 
the west end needs to remove its 
dominance by vehicles and being set 
up for vehicles and start to allow 
people to use the area before its got 
any hope of developing as a unique 
destination in its own right.  Rose St, 
Thistle St, Chapel St, Huntly St, 
Summer St are all horrible places to 
be because of the vehicles and the 
amount of space given over for on 
street parking despite there being a 
multi-storey car park sitting almost 
more than half empty most of the 
time.  It doesn't need on street 
parking as well.  I know that the 
Council view on street parking as a 
source of revenue, but does it 
matter if that revenue comes from 
on street parking or car park 
parking?  

We have to give up this bizarre 
expectation that there should be 
vehicle access for everyone to every 
single building.  This whole area 
should be striving to be like 
Cresswell Lane or Ashton Lane in 
Glasgows west end.  That would be 

This could be amazing - there are 
some fantastic buildings around 
here.  But the area is totally 
dominated by cars which takes 
almost everything away from it.  This 
makes it somewhere that people 
don't want to spend time, therefore 
don't, and subsequently don't spend 
money in the local businesses, and 
we lose the vibrancy of the city 
centre.  We need to stop 
approaching every project in the city 
centre by trying to maximise access 
by car - we will never have a vibrant 
city centre like that, or from token 
sections of pedestrianisation like 
only between Harriet St and 
Flourmill Lane.  This is the centre of 
Aberdeen, it's the single most 
accessible destination in the entire 
north of Scotland, probably north of 
the central belt.  We cannot have a 
thriving city centre if we set it up 
such that every single person can 
drive a car to the front door of every 
single building in it.  We will only 
every have that if we put people 
first.  We should pedestrianise 
UpperKirkgate/ Schoolhill/ 

The first problem with the Castlegate 
is easily solved and that is that the 
surface is horrendous.  it is uneven 
and unpleasant to be on.  Simple 
answer - it needs resurfaced.  The 
other reason that it isn't used is that 
its disconnected from the rest of the 
city centre because of the traffic on 
King St/ Union St and the guardrail.  
If Union Street was pedestrianised 
from the Castlegate to at least Union 
Terrace you can bring the Castlegate 
back into the city centre.  I sat 
outside Brewdog the other week and 
we were talking about how fantastic 
that space could be from the town 
house right up to and including the 
castlegate if it were free from 
vehicles.  But you don't want to 
spend time there just now because 
there is precious little space for 
people.  The castlegate has space but 
its awkward to get to because of 
traffic, when you get there there's 
barely even a bench to sit on and 
there's just a constant drone of 
traffic.  This shouldn't be a through 
route to anywhere (East North St can 
take people to the beach more 

We should treat the beach as we do 
our parks and the forest at Kirkhill 
and the Tyrebagger as a natural 
space for people to get some peace.  
At the moment it is unfortunately 
treated primarily as a through route 
for vehicles.  It really should have 
traffic removed all the way from the 
Bridge of Don to Footdee to create a 
space that people can run, walk, 
cycle, play, listen to the sound of the 
sea (which is completely drowned 
out if you're on the Esplanade 
because of the noise of traffic).  We 
don't really need the golf course 
there and I understand from my 
golfing friends that its a very poor 
golf course, so turn that into a 
coastal park that merges into the 
beach (i.e. removing the segregation 
caused by the traffic).  We'd then 
have the most amazing asset that 
people want to spend time in rather 
than somewhere that most see as a 
through route bypassing King St or 
an access road to the shops on Links 
Road.  This should be redeveloped 
with the focus on access by active 
travel and public transport, not 

We should treat the beach as we do 
our parks and the forest at Kirkhill 
and the Tyrebagger as a natural 
space for people to get some peace.  
At the moment it is unfortunately 
treated primarily as a through route 
for vehicles.  It really should have 
traffic removed all the way from the 
Bridge of Don to Footdee to create a 
space that people can run, walk, 
cycle, play, listen to the sound of the 
sea (which is completely drowned 
out if you're on the Esplanade 
because of the noise of traffic).  We 
don't really need the golf course 
there and I understand from my 
golfing friends that its a very poor 
golf course, so turn that into a 
coastal park that merges into the 
beach (i.e. removing the segregation 
caused by the traffic).  We'd then 
have the most amazing asset that 
people want to spend time in rather 
than somewhere that most see as a 
through route bypassing King St or 
an access road to the shops on Links 
Road.  This should be redeveloped 
with the focus on access by active 
travel and public transport, not 

This could be used as a driver to 
bring people to the beach.  There 
needs to be events on all day every 
day.  We have a lot of focus on event 
spaces in Aberdeen, most of which 
sit empty and unused most of the 
time.  We need more focus on 
events happening within them.  It 
shouldn't be difficult for the Council 
to run somewhere like the Beach 
Ballroom at a profit.

Need to encourage more cafes and shops 
in central section pedestrianised at 
lowere level and flats above. Also like 
plans re old BHS foodmarket

Fully support retaining AFC in city 
centre as part of this regeneration

Fabulous facility - needs promoted 
all year round events, bands etc

A public park should be developed at 
the beach rather than stadium as it 
will greatly improve and give some 
space to city dwellers to enjoy 
quality family time with children 
near the beach. Building stadium will 
not only effect the beautiful beach 
views but also cause excessive 
congestion and noise pollution in the 
area



More space for cyclists. Saver, off-road 
links across the city - to the beach, to 
Torry (Market Street is a death trap) and 
also out into the Shire. Discourage cycle 
theft by creating safe places to leave 
bikes while enjoying amenities.  

Very important to create safe, family 
friendly cycling opportunities across 
the city. The cycle network needs to 
link up to the Shire and be easy to 
navigate. Better signage is needed. 
Also more opportunities to safely 
park bikes and discourage theft of 
bikes. 

The stadium should move to 
Westhill. 

Better links for cyclists from the 
beach to other areas of the city, 
including Union Street, Torry, Bridge 
of Don. Create a safe, off-road cycle 
path to contribute to the North Sea 
cycle network. Ensure cycling paths 
link into Aberdeenshire. 

Something needs to be done to clean it 
up and encourage shops and businesses 
back.  To see so many empty premises is 
really depressing. 
Consideration needs to be given to 
impact on traffic congestion elsewhere 
when areas are pedestrianised. 

Ideal place for Xmas and farmers 
markets etc as not impacting on 
traffic flow in city centre. However 
the uneven surface probably doesn’t 
allow this from a safety point of 
view. Any redesign of surface to 
retain the historical look and feel of 
the area 

Is there anything that can be done to 
deal with seagulls as they have 
negative impact on outdoor dining 
experience - not just at beach but 
throughout the city centre. 

Improve public transport links and 
available parking, increase variety of 
events to attract people to use the 
facility. 

need to create parking bays for buses 
while they are stopped on Union Street

A beautiful and historic street has been 
diminished by years of neglect. The 
buildings should be cleaned and restored 
and rates and rents set to an acceptable 
level to encourage and retain local 
businesses that give people a reason to 
come into town.

Support should also be given to the 
Bon Accord Baths project as that is 
an incredible local asset.

There are beautiful and historic 
buildings here that should be 
highlighted.

Traditionally a central marketplace, 
Castlegate should be used for 
regular community events and 
markets (e.g. Christmas market).

Funding, maintenance and 
refurbishment of existing leisure 
facilities such as the Beach Leisure 
Centre and the Linx Ice Rink is far 
more important than creating new 
ones.

Football stadium to be built at the 
beach

Create an outdoor skateboard park. 
Encourage outdoor cafe culture with 
heated terraces and wind breaks.



Continue with pedestrian only area. 
Encourage new shops and restaurants to 
the area to help regenerate. Continue 
with outdoor seating areas 

Continue woth outdoor space - add 
interesting features such as hanging 
lights etc to encourage evening use 

Redundant as a a shopping hub Make it 
affordable for independant cafes to have 
premises here and make the street 
permanantly no cars

This is the most important area of 
the city centre. The empty buildings 
look awful. Change the city to be an 
expertise where to spend money and 
time. Bring Aberdeen city into the 
21st century!!!

Horrible Main Street with a huge potential 
Also has huge potential but not kept 
up with modernisations 

More cultural events, food and music 
festivals, etc. 

The city center is looking like a ghost 
town, not only because of the lack of 
shops but also because of the difficulty of 
access, especially for cars, and the 
difficulty of parking nearby. This should 
be urgently revised because it has greatly 
harmed the area's businesses. 

Encourage restaurants and bars to open 
premises within the newly pedestrianised 
section of Union Street would greatly 
improve the city centre. Allowing 
extensive outdoor seating also



covered cafe culture options for 
inclement weather

Desperately need regeneration!

More green space. Pedestrianise union 
street and make more cycle friendly.

Most of the granite buildings look 
shabby, need cleaned, more small 
businesses encouraged, drop rents 
dramatically as way too expensive to 
attract business owners. Attract more on 
street style bars and restaurants, more 
musicians and artists on the street to put 
the buzz back in to the heard of the city.

Should be full of outside cafe 
restaurants, stalls ,musicians

More businesses along sea front and 
hotels. Pleasure activities on beach, 
like jetski,s paddle boards , surfing, 
more vans supplying food and 
outside seating, covered. More bands to play their

Union street looks terrible:  moving back 
to Aberdeen 5 years ago the first thing 
that struck me was how bad and run 
down all the buildings look, with all the 
old gutters overflowing and trees growing 
out of buildings.  It’s a disgrace.  There is 
no reason for me to go to union street 
today.  I support Bon accord baths

Robert Gordon’s should pay towards 
safety improvements entrance to 
their school 

Ideal location for a plaza and cafe 
culture.  Currently a wasted space Better cycle lanes

Do more here.  Needs cycle lanes.  
Bulldoze the current leisure centre 
as its disgusting and replace with 
one like Dundee.  The park at 
broughty  ferry is amazing and 
covers all ages.  

It would be great to see free on-
street parking to encourage 
shoppers into the area.

Clean up buildings make the owners carry 
out maintenance there are trees growing 
from chimney pots!  Go back to basics - 
pride 

Cafe culture would be great but we 
are not blessed with the best 
weather in Aberdeen to host cafe 
culture all year round  

Removing the pedestrianised section of 
Union Street, should be the number one 
focus.

The road needs to be back open so public 
transport operators Stagecoach Bluebird 
& First Aberdeen can take people to the 
local shops.

It will also reduce congestion along Guild 
& Market street.

Not really important but filling in the 
potholes will be welcome.

Improved public transport links to 
the city centre will encourage more 
people to leave their car at home. It 
will also make it easier to access 
events being held at the beach (such 
as Bonefire night). None of this is important.

Union Street has been destroyed - we do 
not have the infrastructure to support a 
traffic free city centre! Removing cars has 
not helped the city centre regeneration Stop pedestrianising everything!



Ideally the whole of Union St, from King 
St. to Holburn St. should be 
pedestrianised. 

Ideally this area should be 
pedestrianised.

For a city, with a strong nautical 
heritage, trying to promote water 
sports, Aberdeen surprisingly lacks 
the basics - a public slipway

For a city, with a strong nautical 
heritage, trying to promote water 
sports, Aberdeen surprisingly lacks 
the basics - a marina and public 
slipway. 

Currently little use made of a classic 
building in an exceptional location

Perfect location for Aberdeen FC 
new stadium. The club belongs in the 
city. Too many businesses would 
suffer from the club moving to 
Kingsford

Flowers and plants. Clean, paint and 
litter clean up 

Coffee shop/cafe bar culture should be 
encouraged with outdoor seating/heaters 
for any pedestrianised areas. Look at 
Leuven in Belgium as an example.

More emphasis urgently needed on 
Union Street as this is what people 
see when they come into town. We 
need shops!

Again, emphasis has to be on 
encouraging most retail in town 
centre

More cafes/bars should be 
encouraged with glass doors that 
can open in nice weather. 
Pavements are wide enough.

Cleanliness of buildings and removal of 
plants / weeds from chimney and 
guttering should be a priority.

Many other cities have outdoor arts 
and event space and cafes which 
may be suited to the Castlegate area.

There’s no water sports park north 
of Dundee. The attraction of that in 
Aberdeen would be huge. Being able 
to attract all the people from the 
north of Scotland for wakeboarding 
and other outer water sports would 
be massive

Reduce prices and get some decent shops 
back into the area, it's more like 
Fraserburgh. Clean it up Better transport links

Best place for a stadium, keep the 
money in the city. Knock it down

I like the idea of a pedestrian area 
between Market st and Bridge st. As i am 
a First bus driver the traffic issue is 
worrying and will only get worse when 
we eventually get back to normal. I can 
only see a pedestrian area working if 
buses are allowed through, like Broad st.



Safe cycle lane away from cars with well 
maintained surface that is free from 
dangerous potholes

Safe cycle lane away from cars with 
well maintained surface that is free 
from dangerous potholes

Safe cycle lane away from cars with 
well maintained surface that is free 
from dangerous potholes

Safe cycle lane away from cars with 
well maintained surface that is free 
from dangerous potholes

Safe cycle lane away from cars with 
well maintained surface that is free 
from dangerous potholes

Safe cycle lane away from cars with 
well maintained surface that is free 
from dangerous potholes

Better links to train/bus station. If cycles 
are allowed on pedestrian areas 
something needs to be in place to slow 
them down! Open markets for local small 
businesses. Union Street needs to be a 
pleasant place to walk down to 
encourage people back.

Creating a civic space between broad 
street and the art gallery would be 
fantastic! I would hope it was 
serviced by a city centre circular hop 
on hop off hydrogen bus and boris 
bikes

Needs a lot of attention and has went 
downhill over the years not appealing 

Encouraging outdoor eating around 
the Belmont street area is a great 
idea, it’s so nice to see it like this at 
the moment

More needs to be done with the great 
deal of 
empty retail units as these are having a 
negitive impact on the city centre space 

With so many shops closed on Union 
Street it would be great to have the rates 
lowered to allow more small businesses 
and things for people to do. 

Would be good to have a tram or the 
bikes with the carriages at the back 
to travel to and from the beach. 
Having more pubs with outdoor beer 
gardens would be good 

No wider pavements needed 🙉

Move the football stadium to 
Westhill like planned and open the 
beach up to more activities that 
support a diverse range of sports. 



Absolutely disgusting ,filthy,pavements 
need to be cleaned every night. And 
shops filled with decent shops . I am 
embarrassed of the look of pallet seating. Unused space feels like dead end

Need pop up shops ,music at 
weekends,and utilise green areas for 
children and picnic areas. Leave it its iconic

Scrap Union Square and bring it to Union 
Street
Keep union street pedestrianised 
between Market Street and bridge street 
but allow buses to travel through at a 
reduced speed i.e. 5 mph to allow the 
elderly and disabled passengers to reach 
shops more easily also to reduce traffic 
and pollution in the guild street area 

Tired
New stadium and sports complex 
would be great

Something must be done to encourage 
shops back to union street. It’s just a 
mess now 

Outdoor cafes have been fine during 
the pandemic but it’s hopelessly cold 
most of the year in Aberdeen 

It’s an eyesore more so since the building 
replacing the Capital was constructed. 
That end is just a mess with many empty 
buildings that need reused for other 
purposes.

Do something about RGU old 
building. And either demolish Bon 
Accord centre or Trinity centre and 
relocate what’s left there into Bon 
Accord Centre

Perfect public sq for outside seating. 
Need a complete rethink on what’s 
allowed to be sold in street areas.

Demolish the hotel if it’s not going to 
reopen and drop crazy idea of 
rebuilding Pittodrie there.

Move ski slope from Kaimhill maybe 
good idea but don’t ruin whole of 
Broad Hill while doing it.

Focus should be Union Street this is the 
heart of the city ,forget buying Aberdeen 
Market and trying to develop it that is the 
building owners responsibility, turning it 
into a open air market with the weather 
we get would be a waste of time  . Spend 
money on Union Street that is the most 
important part

Open back up castlegate allowing 
traffic to flow from Union Street 
back onto beach boularvard



Tidy up and maintenance and more 
seating area

Just close the whole street down and 
make alternative driving options a viable 
alternative. Ensure frequent and 
accessible parking options as well. 

I’m the grander scope, there is very 
limited access to queens road from 
the beach. In fact, by car, the fastest 
route is via school hill. It would be 
prudent to ensure that people who 
work have easier access routes 
before the current ones are shut. On 
a similar note, RGC is a school. Do 
you really expect people to drop off 
kids at a busy roadside? And when 
you close the roads, are you going to 
expect the kids to walk miles or 
catch a bus? What’s the deal? Either 
get RGC off that site, or provide safe 
parking or drop off facilities. Treat it 
like a school which it is!!!!

More pop up restaurants. That’s fun 
and people want it and people want 
more fun food and drink and 
activities and not more empty beach 
and grass and bratwurst or burgers.

Ensure that parking is available all 
along the Esplanade for the growing 
numbers of water sports that require  
 equipment to be brought to the 
beach. eg, windsurfers, surfers, 
paddleboarders, kayakers, 
kitesurfers etc. 

Do not develop ‘non water’ activities 
that could be located anywhere 
inland at the expense of depriving 
the established and growing 
numbers of year round water sports 
enthusiasts who need parking at the 
beach to bring their kit.

Union Street does not create the right 
impression for visitors or locals

Make cyclists obey the law. Keep them 
off pavements and out of pedestrian 
crossing times. Confiscate e-scooters.
Promotion of urban lifestyle and 
redevelopment of living spaces and 
homes along and around Union Street is 
imperative as well as redevelopment of 
other brownfield sites in the city centre. 
Shopping habits have changed forever 
and shop units are simply not going to be 
filled with quality retail. Council needs to 
stop allowing developers to build clone 
housing estates on greenbelt land around 
the edges of the city, with no 
infrastructure or facilities and ensure 
existing spaces in the city are 
redeveloped first. The city centre needs 
to become an area where people feel 
safe to live with suitable facilities for 
residents.

Potential to continue to focus on 
boutique and independent stores in 
this area - street cafe culture 
potential?

Whilst I have not allocated points - 
the themes of building maintenance 
and upkeep and more trees and 
green spaces is a common one 
across all areas of the city centre - 
again we need to ensure that all 
parts of the city centre encourage 
urban living

Due to lack of points I haven't 
allocated any here but improving the 
connectivity to the beach is key - the 
Castlegate has to be part of that 
network and done safely for cyclists 
and pedestrians

COVID has demonstrated how 
important the beach space is for 
recreational purposes - need to look 
at encouraging more connectivity 
with city centre either through 
walking or cycling - urban trails, 
open and safe away from traffic.

I think all of the above ideas are 
great and wouldn't object to any. 
COVID has illustrated how important 
a recreational space the beach area 
is but we need to try and encourage 
the use of cycling to connect the city 
centre to the beach.

A great venue but needs to be seen 
as part of the network of venues 
along with Lemon Tree and Music 
Hall - for example Primal Scream gig 
at Beach Ballroom was great!



Do not pedestrianise. For pollution 
reduction you must open it up to solve 
the upcoming gridlock elsewhere. Get 
landlords to clean up buildings especially 
above eye level. They’re a disgrace. 
Encourage proper retailers with reduced 
rent/ rates to encourage footfall. All we 
have left are pound shops, bookies etc. 
It’s a total disgrace . Stop creating a 
survey where you can’t allocate points to 
all you think is a good idea

Cafe culture good but need to 
address seagull problem there an 
also in Union St. stop allowing ugly 
modern buildings to spoil the area. 
Triple kirks building is a monstrosity. 
Utter disgrace. Totally ruined 
beautiful area. Public Square in front 
of Marischall College 

Wasted space. Use it for proper 
Christmas market. International 
market. Need to encourage footfall 
up there. Clean it up. 

Need to keep this area car 
accessible. Stopping parking was 
huge mistake. No room for new 
football stadium. Encourage public 
areas not just football. More toilets 

 No football stadium. Uses up room 
for other family activities. Traffic 
would be a nightmare. Only caters 
for minority. Keep it traffic accessible 
or you will kill it. Same with town. 
We already have good walking 
access. People need cars in area. 
Nothing really there to attract 
holidaymakers. Take away car access 
then you lose them. People have to 
be able to park!!!!!

Underused building. More events 
but need better parking. People not 
going on foot for evening events. 

Should be tastefully pedestrianised and 
bikes should be restricted along with 
electric scooters.  continually dodging 
these!

Since the removal of the pedestrian 
crossings at the top of schoolhill the 
road is dangerous. Cars travel round 
the Corner at speed as you are trying 
to cross.  Not very well thought out 
at all.

The beach green space should be 
saved, new stadium should be at the 
AECC area. Nor brainer with good 
access to the AWPR for travelling 
fans at Blackdog.

Better leisure centre facilities are 
needed. It is tired and was built 
when i was a child.

Absolutely vital that the new building in 
place of the market can connect up Union 
Street to the Green and encourage 
pedestrian flow between Union Square 
mall and the rest of town. Connectivity 
matters - the gardens on top of St 
Nicholas centre are a perfect example of 
using a building to encourage pedestrians 
between different parts of the city. More 
people choosing to come into town to 
have a walk around and a shop is a win 
for everyone and makes for a vibrant high 
street.

Keeping our only professional 
football club in the city centre is 
hugely important.

pedestrian. 
Add a usable/functional bikeline that 
won't disappear out of nowhere.

Add a usable/functional bikeline that 
won't disappear out of nowhere

Add a usable/functional bikeline that 
won't disappear out of nowhere

Add a usable/functional bikeline that 
won't disappear out of nowhere

Add a usable/functional bikeline that 
won't disappear out of nowhere

Add a usable/functional bikeline that 
won't disappear out of nowhere

Add a usable/functional bikeline that 
won't disappear out of nowhere

I am a cycle commuter, and I can't get the 
rest of my family to cycle in town because 
it feels dangerous. Please create 
physically separated cycle routes.

I am a cycle commuter, and I can't 
get the rest of my family to cycle in 
town because it feels dangerous. 
Please create physically separated 
cycle routes.

I am a cycle commuter, and I can't 
get the rest of my family to cycle 
because it feels dangerous. Please 
create physically separated cycle 
routes. The removal of these routes 
by the beach was a real shame, 
though perhaps they could have 
been set up a little better.

We need bonnaccord baths open 
again, no other sport facility in 
Aberdeen can beat it



It needs more reason to visit - far too 
many empty units. 

Really under utilised space. No 
atmosphere 

I walk through castle gate everyday 
to get to work. Bad repair jobs ok the 
cobbles don’t make for a pleasant 
space to walk through let alone 
linger. No decent seating, no plants. 
It’s another under-utilised dead 
space in the city. 

There was absolutely no need to put 
the cycle path in at the beach. There 
is plenty of space on the 2 proms for 
everyone. Need to learn lessons 
from towns in the shire. Go to 
Stonehaven on a 
Friday/Saturday/even Sunday night. 
There’s more buzz there than you’ll 
ever see in Aberdeen. Doesn’t take 
much to work out why that is…

The hill behind the leisure centre is a 
popular place for walking but it is so 
SO neglected. Literally feels like 
you’re walking over a landfill mass or 
something. Space needs to be better 
kept and welcoming. People use it so 
make it a beautiful place to return to 
- now the only reason to go up there 
is for a better view of the beach and 
city. 

Needs to be adopted by the box 
office so it gets decent events in. 

If you want to destroy Union Street, then 
ban cars and make it more difficult to 
access it. Also high business rates. The 
bollards must go

Do not ban cars. Retain access or 
business will go elsewhere. Access needs to be retained.

DO NOT RESTRICT ACCESS to the 
beach.
Please remove the barriers and 
cones which are hideous.

Union street looks awful. For a historical 
city centre its empty, unstructured and 
not a place you want to spend anytime. 
Improvements drastically needed to 
encourage business and community. The 
shops are closing as there as so few, and 
mostly bargain stores. Theres nowhere 
near by for consumers to park and enjoy 
the area.

I love this part of town, with the 
start of a cafe culture and 
independent shops it should be 
encouraged. Clean up the 
surrounding areas, create places for 
people to park without ruining the 
look or feel. Aberdeen needs an 
upgrade and quickly

Needs to happen at the top end of Union 
Street Holborn Junction area as its always 
the other end that gets all the updates 
etc.

this needs to be done as its always 
the other end of union street that 
gets priority

Aberdeen FC could have developed 
the area they are located in years 
ago, however they sold the 
surrounding land for profit.  I don't 
support giving them green space to 
build.

Clean the buildings on Union Street - let's 
show off our granite.

Again, let's clean up our granite. 
Make use of the building which used 
to house Jack Wills. 

Pedestrianisation will be a disaster



Add overnight Motorhome Parking 
spaces

Shop owners should be 
tasked/encouraged to make signage that 
is consistent and of a high standard

Union Street is a disgrace, remove all the 
pieces of wood ie bus stops, tents etc, 
clean the place up, I am ashamed to take 
visitors into Union Street.  I was once able 
to boast about how lovely my city was.  
Please council open your eyes.   The only 
way to get to finish is to agree with your 
thoughts.
Union street looks like benefit street. 
If union street looked more like Belmont 
what a difference that would make 

Union street shopping experience is 
dreadful with a number of betting shops, 
charity shops and vaping shops. Local 
vendors or ethical business should be 
offered cheaper rates to encourage 
uptake. More outside hospitality areas 
also, like European model.

New stadium at beach would be 
great for the city as a whole and city 
centre/beach businesses

A better cycle facilities and specific cycle 
lanes for cyclist.

Specific cycle lanes that connects 
with the city centre

Should be use more to get people to 
the beach and rejuvanate the 
esplanade.

It looks dead right now 
It needs serious help

Waterjet the buildings and pavements

Belmont st for those who have 
obviously never been there is a 
magnificient wind tunnel. We should 
rent it out for supersonic aircraft 
wind tunnel testing - and raise funds 
for this daft council.

Open up justice street for public 
transport to beach ONLY

Stop messing around with the beach 
area. Dont need any more cycle 
lanes, road closures and nasty plastic 
bollards to spoil the look of the area

I walk along the beach several times 
a week for many years and have 
never had any issues with walking 
facilities.
Dont we have a ski slope are at 
kaimhill?

Tidy this area up, make it shine 

Encourage retail  businesses back by 
subsidising let’s 



It is dead  , don't waste money on it . A dump
Most of the time it is cold and 
unwelcoming

Football stadium should not be built 
there . Eyesore

Not a pleasant street to walk down. Dirty 
and uncared for.

Castlegate cobbled area uneven. I 
had to watch every step when I last 
walked across the area. Dirty and 
uncared for, could be so much more 
attractive to visitors. Already a connection to the city.

with lots of green, open spaces and 
this would be totally destroyed if a 
new football stadium was built 
there. It would totally detract from 
the area and would be imposing. 
There continues to be a large 
number of cyclists who use the 
lower and upper prom without 
regard for walkers. The cycle lanes 
that were removed have also 
resulted in the promenade being 
used as a dual carriageway by some. 
I am shocked at the speed of traffic 
that I have noticed on my daily visits 
to the beach. There should be lines 
painted on the road with possibly a  
marked parking lane to slow the 
traffic down.

Beach has potential for so much 
more. Not overdevelopment from a 
nature piunt of view as most if the 
beach should remain as is, but 
sprucing up the beach front 
generally with more attractions 
(think, the Liverpool docks revamp). 

Union Street is in shocking condition and 
an eye sore as a main city centre 
thoroughfare. The buildings need to be 
cleaned up and maintained, rents 
reduced to encourage businesses back 
and the whole street should be 
invigorated aesthetically with planting. 
Union street should be opened to 
vehicles again. Try spending 10 minutes 
hitting every red light on the detour 
down Market Street on a bus..congested, 
chaotic and stressful to say the least. If 
you want to pedestrianise areas, upgrade 
Castlegate and areas off Union Street. 
Get rid of all the temporary bus stops and 
seating and put in permanent, designated 
seating areas along the length of the 
street. They would serve a great purpose 
for those that aren’t as fit or able bodied. 
Also make sure the pavements and road 
surface are properly fixed and well 
maintained. Give Union Street the same 
makeover as you have given Marischal 
College so that the community can have a 
bit of pride in their city. 



Less street furniture. Pavements are wide 
enough however need less clutter. 
Buildings should be cleaned. Lower 
business rates to support businesses into 
empty shop spaces. Should be incentives 
for building owners to upkeep their 
premises. Also communal flat doors etc 
should be kept looking good and 
encouraged to do so. 

Union Street has nothing to offer at all. 
Full of empty shops, drunks, drug users. 
It’s not a safe area to be in. It was safer 
when it was open to cars & not 
encouraging people to congregate. 
Pedestrianising is the wrong thing. 

The new stadium would greatly aid 
not on the regeneration of the 
beachfront, but keep the local trade 
that has existed around the existing 
stadium (Pittodrie) for the 
generations to come. 

There is some beautiful buildings in 
this area, they need spruced up and 
the area changed to a destination 
area for cafe's and dining 
experiences. Meeting areas. Out 
door type musical events (not 
protests). Market days for local 
producers or oversea markets like 
the German one at Christmas.

More bins, official running routes, 
upkeep and repair of wooden and 
metal fences and handrails

Need to make this a central place to be 
proud of, pedestrianised and places to 
eat and drink and places to sit and relax. 
Remove all bargain stores and charity 
shops. 

Regular bus or even tram 
connections to city centre required 
and ensure they are cheap to use. If 
over priced people simply won’t use! 

Definitely a great place to develop 
and keep Aberdeen Football Club at 
the heart of its historic home! 



Doesn’t need pedestrianisation. In fact I 
see less people in city centre since buses 
can’t stop.

End the pedestrianisation of 
Schoolhill - no one is walking that 
way. The flower bench things are 
rarely used and are in the way for 
wheelchair users. Also many cyclists 
still just use the pavement. The The 
place seems dead and in winter 
affects access to City Moves, 
restaurants and theatre. A one way 
system would be better to allow for 
dedicated cycle lanes and still have 
evening car parking bays (single 
yellow lines). The top of St Nicholas 
centre could have green space, and 
it would be nice to have small grassy 
rather than concrete area where bus 
stop is in RGC. 

The parking needs to be there for 
surf school and other water sports. 
Hot showers or changing rooms 
would help. Most people don’t cycle 
on road and still don’t and the 
design of spaces for people has 
created more accidents - the 
pavements and the promenade is 
plenty wide enough. Having a skate 
park near the Footdee/Queens 
leisure park would be good as great 
compliment to surfing. Also support 
for RNLI lifeguards during summer 
months. 

This has been neglected in favour of 
Union Square and is shameful. Reduce 
rates and encourage business back. Have 
events in the pedestrianised areas with 
street markets . Inject life and cafe 
culture .

This is another potential civic area 
that has been neglected and could 
be used for events and markets have 
increased seating and flora 

Its all empty, nobody is coming back to 
rent these places as no one has money, 
you should scrap all rates for city center 
properties, and convince all landlords to 
lower rents and develop properties for 
use 

There is a real need to bring quality shops 
into the empty buildings on Union Street - 
 wider pavements, pedestrian areas, trees 
and flowers will make no difference at all 
if the only shops are vaping shops and 
bookmakers.

As a Castlegate resident, the biggest 
issue here is antisocial behaviour - 
this needs addressing and the 
people in question need to be 
provided with adequate support in 
order to make this a pleasanter and 
safer area in which to spend time. 

Encouraging active travel is 
important but not at the expense of 
adequate and safe parking - the trial 
cycle lanes last year were badly 
thought out and on busy weekends 
it was downright dangerous.

The beach is a luxury not every city 
has. More than ever people seek 
fresh air an open space but unless 
you have a car getting to the beach is 
not the easiest 



It is an utter disgrace the way it is right 
now. An embarrassment  to our beautiful 
city. It should be a hive of activity - 
instead it’s full of betting shops, charity 
shops or empty units with undesirable 
people hanging around the unsightly and 
totally baffling wooden seats put up 
during the pandemic. There is absolutely 
nothing within Union Street to entice or 
encourage locals never mind visitors to 
come into the heart of Aberdeen.  I don’t 
understand the short sightedness of the 
council for not making business rent and 
rates in all these empty shop units next to 
nothing to start encouraging businesses 
back to Aberdeen. I’m at a loss for words 
with the way the council have spent 
money during this pandemic- wasteful 
being only one!

Disgraceful, run down. 

Look at Brew dogs building, 
bar/restaurant at Ellon. Exactly what 
is needed on our beach front. 
Modern and  accommodates all 
requirements, amenities for both the 
young right through to the elder. 
Should be built to look out over the 
sea. Create plenty of outdoor seating 
and be reasonably priced.

Cracking building which could offer 
so much more

Loved having the absence of traffic, it's 
noise, pollution and inconvenience. 
Would love to see seating, a few tables to 
sit read, have coffee. Chat, relax. 

Allow deliveries at quiet times but 
keep it for the people. Encourages 
people to walk more rather than 
drive.

Electric shuttle vehicles now and 
again with priority for elderly and 
mobility restricted people. 
Encourage walking. Create walking 
avenues between Union Street and 
beach. What cycle/ skate lanes.

It's unique as it is. Would be good if 
traffic could be restricted. To the 
Asda car park end. Or for certain 
times. More accessable for cycling, 
running, skating, kids scooter. Play 
park was one of best in area. Places 
to sit, picnic, enjoy the views. The 
parking along the front is very useful 
if wanting a good brisk walk along 
the front.

Fabulous venue, live bands, concert 
bands and many other events could 
be held here. 

Pre/Post Match events for new 
football stadium.  



Demand landlords maintain their 
buildings to a good standard (set a 
standard for Union Street and immediate 
environs). Police the standards and serve 
improvement notices for those who don’t 
comply.

Encourage cafe culture, ensure 
landlords bring properties up to 
standard snd maintain them as such.

Clean the Mercat Cross and ensure 
landlords bring all buildings up to a 
good standard and maintain them. 
Encourage outdoor eating/dining 
with perhaps some form of covering?

Don’t need pedestrian priority or to 
improve links to city centre. Spend 
money on repairing and upgrading 
infrastructure (it’s obvious the 
council are not spending money in 
this area to justify a “rejuvenation 
project” when the current excellent 
beachfront desperately needs 
brought up to a good standard), and 
create facilities for vendors to rent 
rather than the numerous outlet 
vans currently in situ. Widen the 
space in front of the Range to allow 
small business outlets to operate, 
rather than look at a very long blank 
wall. Cut the grass on the explanade 
regularly, sweep sand from the 
pavements back onto the beach. It’s 
not rocket science. Native 
Aberdonians are embarrassed with 
the state of facilities at the beach 
and this, probably the one area that 
regularly attracts huge amounts of 
visitors!

This is a fantastic asset and should 
be treasured by the city.

As it stands now an eyesore and a 
disgrace

Encourage more restaurants and bars on 
Union Street Ideal place for new Stadium

It dying at present, we need more 
shoppers and easier access,

New stadium would be more 
accessible by the beach plus means 
families could do things before 
matches

Water power blast clean all the dirty 
buildings. Under used, stark, bare.

The building that houses "The 
Range" looks appalling from beach 
side and should be demolished and 
rebuilt with a more attractive face to 
the beach front. At present it looks 
like the outer walls of a prison! What 
ever possessed the planning 
authorities to grant that building in 
the first place beats me.

Winter sports has nothing to do with 
the beach!



Look at other main streets in the UK, 
Edinburgh, Newcastle, Glasgow and copy. 
They're hugely successful and attract a lot 
of visitors. Union Street is a mess with 
temp lanes, ugly traffic cones and closed 
units. Promote unique independent 
businesses, and open more book shops! 
Visitors will not come to Aberdeen for its 
selection of Vape shops! 
Decrease the  rates to bring back cafes 
and small shops and bars. Needs to be modernised 

Turn it into a sports bar and events 
lounge.

In general for all of this.  You can't do 
things without thinking of the bigger 
picture of getting people into the city.  
Aberdeen culture is that cars are the 
norm.  You have to change the norm 
before you start closing streets and 
making it hard to travel around.  Small 
businesses still need people to be able to 
stop at their cafe, shop to buy and take-
away so don't close the streets if this 
hasn't been thought through.  Can 
buildings be demolished to create better 
parking, short stop, or to create better 
links between indoor and outdoor spaces 
for cafe culture to be enhanced in the city.

Instead of a winter sports centre, 
why not invest in/support the dry ski 
slope at Garthdee.  We don't need 
two in Aberdeen, just one great one. 

In general, make the area cleaner 
and nicer.  There is old derelict and 
unsightly spaces that could be leased 
out for free to support businesses to 
move into the area.  For example, 
the infrastructure on the beach next 
to queens links which attracts 
misuse.  Re-purpose, re-invent this 
area.

There are too many vape shops, pound 
shops and bookies etc.  It’s an 
embarrassment.  There needs to be focus 
on attracting more local, independent 
businesses, shops and restaurant/cafes. 
The outside seating encouraged around 
belmont street has a nice continental feel 
which should be extended throughout 
the city centre

Outdoor cafe culture on Belmont 
street is great, should definitely be 
made permanent 

It’s a wasted space, would be great 
to encourage the outdoor cafe 
culture of Belmont st here as well

Aberdeen is a small enough city that 
a cycle network could work as 
nowhere is too far to cycle too

Union street has become really poor over 
the years since union square centre was 
built, union street should be kept for 
pedestrians and offer better rates to 
attract shops and food places.

The area in castle gate is really poor, 
connection to king street through 
castle gate should be put in place, 
could be one way through onto kings 
street 

The beach are needs more 
development and better roads and 
access roads, the links golf course 
and driving range could be removed 
and better roads, parking and play 
areas be put in place, 

The whole beach sporting facilities 
need redeveloped, the leisure centre 
is too old and outdated, require new 
leisure centre built which could 
include other sports included so it 
would be a big sports hub including 
swimming, extreme sports, indoor 
sports like tennis, badminton, and 
could also have a indoor swimming 
area which is hot like a beach similar 
to ones they have in other places in 
uk



Online shopping has taken over and the 
old method of visiting shops is a dying 
trade. We need more activity themes to 
draw visitors back.

Please keep the original features of 
this location.

The beach is much more accessible 
than Union Street with regards to 
parking, plus it's FREE!! I avoid going 
into town as I resent paying for 
parking. Quit the money grabbing 
exercise!

keep the city centre neat & tidy, its 
looking run down!  too many charity 
shops/betting shops 

makes sense to keep the football 
stadium within the city, there's 
plenty of parking facilities and 
activities for other family members 
not attending the match to do

good venue for concerts, should be 
used more

Closing section of union st forces traffic 
into guild St. Buses = bottleneck.

The reopening/ conservation of the 
Bon Accord Baths should be included 
in the masterplan. This building is a 
major asset for the city centre - 
health, well-being, heritage, 
regeneration, tourism, community 
involvement - it ticks all the boxes 
and the Council's support of the 
project should be a priority

It needs to be cleaned up especially the 
buildings that have been left without 
proper maintenance and cleaning for too 
long.

Building need to be cleaned up and 
looked after properly

Aberdeen FC new stadium needs to 
be built in the area or the city will 
loose a lot of revenue if the stadium 
is moved outside the city.



Union Street is currently an 
embarrassment. More needs to be done 
to get independent retailers back and get 
rid of vape shops charity shops and 
bookies. If shops are closed then 
something need to be done to improve 
how they look. Mural boards would be 
better than we have currently so that it is 
standardised and looks tidy even if empty.

Make more permanent solution for 
outside seating for food and drinks 
outlets

Recent events like the beach 
collective could be more permanent 
if there were easier if there were 
more transport options

The lack of swimming facilities in the 
city is becoming an issue

The pedestrianisation of the whole of 
Union street would be a good option. 
Union terrace gardens should be raised 
(like in Edinburgh). More people would 
visit as it would be sunnier and would 
make Union street look more attractive 
with a focal point. 
Consideration to the shop fronts - 
possible only neutral colours less of the 
gaudy Why concentrate on this area???????

Encourage people back from Union 
Square with shops for the older 
generations

This is where the street cafe culture 
could be

The one way system is a disgrace - 
obviously one of the many many 
mistakes made by the council !!!!

There are plenty of spaces for cyclist 
🚴 DO NOT PUT MORE BIKE LANES

Parking 🅿 needs to be better as 
there are no taxi ranks

Vehicle access to the esplanade 
needs to remain as is. Surfers and 
windsurfers have used this for years 
and are in danger of being excluded

Parking on the esplanade is 
important for water sports 
enthusiasts. Otherwise we are 
excluded from using the water. The 
stadium should be located in land. 

Don’t spoil our beautiful beach area 
by buildings 

This is not the area for a football 
stadium this will ruin the area for 
families and the public give us a 
beach area to be proud of for all we 
all love our beach 

We have a beautiful ball room don’t 
spoil it , maintain it . 

Add Bonacord baths to list 

Bonacord baths should be on the list 
of places to improve. There needs to 
be a preservation on iconic buildings 
in Aberdeen. This is by far one of the 
best art deco buildings we have . Add the Bonacord baths to this list Add the Bonacord bathe to the list 

Buildings are tired and weathered. Whilst 
I appreciate council don't own majority of 
these buildings, less pound shops, vaping 
and charity shops are needed. Should be 
more affordable for local merchants to 
set up in them.



The buses have to go back on Union 
Street. It's not fair on the elderly or 
disabled people.Guild Street is crazy now 
with traffic.

The castle gate should have bands 
and entertainment there at 
weekends.The cafes and pubs should 
be allowed to have tables and 
chairs.It should be full of people so 
should the green.The green is 
waisted I used to love going there 
when all the stalls were there.

Only one bus every half an hour.Not 
good enough not everyone drives.

Please remember not everyone has a 
computer.I think Pittodrie football 
stadium should stay where it is and 
modernise it.Other football clubs 
have did that.The beach front is not 
the place for it.Cyclest are a law onto 
them self's I have been nearly hit 
with them a few times..I also think 
you should be incorporating the old 
Uptown baths it's a huge building 
there could be so munch going on in 
there right in the centre of town 
where everybody can get to.

The beach ballroom is a fantastic 
place.I went with my friends every 
weekend to see bands and saw some 
top bands aswell.It has a fantastic 
dance floor.The smaller rooms could 
be opened as cocktail bars with 
themed nights also traditional tea 
rooms with afternoon teas as long as 
prices stay reasonable.Every one 
loves the Beach ballroom.

Build more parking spaces fo people who 
want to live in the city

Allow buildings to be modernized at 
the level of modern energy-saving 
technologies

Restore car traffic in front of Robert 
Gordon’s School so that parents can 
safely deliver their children to school.

Stop wasting money for repetitive 
renovations of the same places. The 
rest of the city needs a repair too.!

Leave the Beach Esplanade alone. 
You have already done enough 
damage with your inconsiderate 
ideas during last year Cleaning the Beach more often

Just reduce unnecessary spending of 
public money

Something needs fone, just can’t do 
around council offices Great for dons stadium 
More seating if pedestrianised union 
street is a disgrace -reduce rates to 
encourage back quality retail.don’t need 
tacky or empty premises

Toilets Toilets ! Think existing 
structure works , as long as one way 
system ditched .

Don’t need new park or water sports 
-improve and upgrade existing ones

Union Street is no longer appealing and 
the disappearance of many shops means 
I am less likely to travel there in favour of 
shipping more locally or online. I would 
prefer to travel to Dundee, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow or Livingston for a proper 
shopping experience.

Residents at the beach REJECT 
Aberdeen Football Clubs land grab at 
the beach and will launch legal 
appeals if the council move the plans 
forward.

It's an eyesore

Gg



Would prefer to see the central section 
part-pedestrianised like Broad Street with 
buses still permitted. 

Some buildings are now in such an 
embarrassing state that something must 
be done. 

Castlegate should be one of the key 
main public spaces where people 
spend time and ideally enjoy 
outdoor cafe's, bars, restaurants. 
However, these businesses will 
require a much higher footfall than 
exists in order to be viable, and 
whilst improving the physical space 
is important, introducing a travel 
hub of some description is the way 
to ensure consistent high footfall. 
The hub perhaps should not be in 
Castlegate itself but close by, linking 
to the beach.

What about bon accord baths? 
Reopen public toilet at the bridge 
over the Don. 

I'd love to see union street become a 
family and dog friendly food and local 
supplier hub. Let's make it stand out in 
the U.K. and create a space where 
families can come along til later in the 
evening and enjoy food and the company 
of friends and family in a relaxed 
environment. Offer a covered but 
outdoors area, and space heaters when 
it's colder.

The new stadium is an absolute must 
and could be one of the best places 
to visit in scotland with the coastline 
upgraded also

Improving the connectivity for 
pedestrians in terms of both ease and 
aesthetics, along with encouraging 
independent businesses that facilitate 
socialising (eg outdoor but sheltered 
pubs and restaurants) would massively 
increase footfall and subsequent 
profitability of union streets.

This area has great potential to be a 
hip/trendy area with independent 
eateries and vintage clothing 
shoppes.

Needs to look clean and maintained, 
more cafes and boutique shops.

I do think pedestrianising Union street 
would be beneficial. It would also 
encourage more quality shops to the area

I think the cafe culture element to 
Aberdeen should stay. Similar to 
other cities across Europe it is a nice 
draw to a bar/restaurant. 

Demolish and rebuild



Allow buses to pass through. Elderly and 
disabled now need to take longer routes 
to get to locations, it would encourage 
use of public transport and reduce 
congestion on guild street for example 
where buses stop outside Magnus 
house/sopranos making it difficult for 
drivers to know which lanes to be in

Union Street has been steadily declining 
since the shopping centres at Bon Accord 
& Union Square were allowed to be built.  
The street is now all-but dead and serves 
no purpose as either a residential or 
business or central hub.  A drastic 
redesign or reimagining is required to 
rejuvenate the area.  Make it an 
extension of the cafe culture instead of 
cramming everything into Belmont 
Street.  How about a partially covered 
central section with cafes, boutique 
shops and entertainment on either side 
akin to Covent Garden in London?

suffering from the decline in Union 
Street.  Rejuvenate Union Street area 
and the West End should bounce 
back also.

As a parent with children at RGC, I do 
not support the creation of a traffic-
free plaza in front of the Art Gallery 
& RGC.  This should be kept to just 
the Union Street/Belmont Street 
area.  Vehicular access to the school 
entrance is absolutely essential.

Bus on a loop going from here to the 
Beach and back again?

The pavement on the Esplanade is 
wide enough - no need to 
completely pedestrianise the area. 
 But parking, parking, parking.

Winter sports centre would have to 
be of a much larger scale than that 
at Garthdee: the Garthdee slope is 
pathetic frankly - two turns and 
you're down.  Needs to be 
something like Snow Factor in 
Glasgow.

Feel that it is under-utilised but 
needs more/better parking provision.

I think a new stadium will help revive 
a very tired looking beach front and 
improve businesses in the city centre.

Transport links and pedestrian 
access is not what’s important. 
What’s important is investing in the 
beachfront and offering affordable 
rent so that start ups and local 
businesses can move into the beach 
Boulevard. 

Aberdeen Stadium should continue 
its planned move to kingsford 

Union street is well overdue being 
pedestrianised. Only way to solve and 
influence empty units and development 
and growth is getting Scottish 
government to reduce business rates 
within city centre. More protection is 
needed for our listed buildings from 
developers on union street.

Need more options to be carried out 
in West end. Those street don't fall 
within west end so misleading in it's 
self.

More connectivity between beach 
and city centre needed. Maybe 
separate cycle lanes and tram like 
service to the front of beach from 
city centre to encourage 
environmentally friendly transport.

Buildings needing a good clean to show 
how beautiful our granite is and the 
arcitectural  facades stand out



The beach front area needs to 
become a place people go more 
often, oferring sports options and 
leisure spaces like picnic tables, fixed 
exercise equipments, volleyball and 
basketball courts will make the area 
a go to for outdoor acticity. Public 
lighting needs improved too as 
passed the balroom there are no 
lights

There is no room for a new stadium 
with associated car parks. Any such 
attempts would spoil the area 
completely.

Inveruries high street has more going on 
than our run down and empty union 
street. With most shopping taking place 
online we need to pedestrianize union 
street and get loads of restaurants and 
cafes out and on union street.

We need to utilise Aberdeen football 
clubs Iconic beach front position . 
Build a new stadium Aberdeen can 
be proud of and that makes the area 
around it bustling with cafes and 
bars etc. That can be used by beach 
and leisure users. 

Commitment to cricket at the Links 
must remain

Street looks very dirty and tired, all 
buildings should be cleaned and frontage 
should be uniformed 

There is enough pedestrian areas on 
the beach front as the pavements 
are wide enough as is the road for 
parking and the flow of traffic. I 
don't feel any further 
pedestrianisation is required on the 
beach promenade. Already with the 
esplanade down to a one way 
system, traffic can be heavy in front 
of the beach shopping facilities 
(Asda etc) on a weekend. However, 
improving the pavements and the 
stair access points onto the beach 
would be great.

If the new stadium is built adequate 
parking would be required for those 
attending the football and for those 
who want to use the other beach 
facilities. Currently on a matchday all 
the parking is used with people also 
using grass areas around the driving 
range and at the beach front. Could 
part of the site where Pittodrie 
currently is be used for extra parking 
if a new stadium if built.



No pedestrianisation.  Get rid of all 
spaces for people nonsense. Resurface 
street again.

Clear away all this spaces for people 
nonsense.

Completely open up traffic and 
reslab the rest of the area & make it 
as an events space. 

Do NOT site any new stadium here.  
If you must put it at the Bridge of 
Don links. Clear away all the spaces 
for people nonsense.  Clean the 
beach & move sand back, it is a 
disgrace as it is now.  Need a proper 
shelter built with shops catering 
toilets etc. No football stadium here, Whole area needs refurbished.

Splash park similar to Montrose 
beach

Used to be known as the granite mile. 
Looking a lot less glorious than it used to. 
People still travel the globe to walk the 
granite mile. Pavements don't need 
widened, the buildings need some tlc to 
return to an near original glory, green 
space fulfilled by union terrace gardens, 
homes would make good use of the 
unique buildings on Union Street, if it is 
pedestrianised it will need seating and 
plants for aesthetics and practicalities.  

Clearer road markings and signage 
would help, encouraging usage while 
knowing pedestrians are safe

Most cafes here are small local 
businesses and offer great variety 
and good value. Pedestrianizing any 
of this area would be difficult due to 
selfish dropping off and picking up of 
RGU children.  Green space would be 
a continuation from Union Terrace 
Gardens.

Wonderful historical part of the city, 
not capitalised on enough. 
Unfortunately for markets and out 
door stuff it is still hurricane corner 
which makes it an undesirable part 
of town when winter strikes. Cobles 
are not great to get around on even 
with flat shoes, this can prevent 
ultimate use of this area, never mind 
a pram or wheel-chair. Making more 
of this space might encourage folk to 
enter the area to explore further. 
Historically this area goes way back.

Great idea to have a smooth 
transition from city centre to beach 
but there is a large, busy roundabout 
to tackle before you reach the 
boulevard, a pedestrian bridge 
would be ideal but I guess that 
would be expensive too. The beach 
front has ample pavements as it is, 
the cafes are great at drawing folk 
there, even when it is cold (or 
Aberdeen weather) 

Already available sports centres in 
the beach area, a few more would be 
welcome, whether extreme or 
otherwise, there is plenty space 
there and would add to transition 
extreme, ice rink and swimming 
pool/sports centre, already there. 
We have the beautiful beach so why 
not make use of it. 

Historic building fondly remembered 
by all generations, widely 
documented for dance, concerts, 
fairs and so on. Should be easily 
accessible by all

Make it the heart of the city. Keep the stadium in the City.

We need to do more to make living in/off 
Union street more attractive. 
Pedestrianize more, build more modern 
builder and bring a more urban vibe to 
the shops, bars and restaurants. 

The place is really run down. There 
needs to be a new design on the 
area. More trendy shops, bars and 
restaurants. There is no reason to go 
there now and that is a shame. 

A new stadium for the dons, with 
great access and close to pittodrie 
would be wonderful

Union Street is an utter embarrassment, 
the exterior of the buildings is a disgrace 
and the whole street is a tip. Aberdeen 
doesn't have the population to sustain a 
major high street and half a dozen 
shopping centres - there are too many of 
the latter.

When St.Nicholas House was 
flattened, Marks and Spencers and 
the St Nicholas Centre should have 
followed. A public space with 
gardens and seating and low level 
business space for cafes, restaurants 
should have followed, creating a 
beautiful space between the historic 
bookends of Marischal College and 
St Nicholas Kirk.

Every city in Europe which I have 
ever visited makes a square such as 
the Castlegate an area of focus for 
events and cafe culture. I am 
absolutely astonished that nothing 
has been done to enhance this area 
in my 45 years on this earth. The 
Castlegate is a midden and more 
should have been done to encourage 
investment in bars and cafes to 
create a cafe culture with outdoor 
seating (outdoor heaters and 
temporary roofing could be used in 
colder months) 

I fully support a new football 
stadium for Aberdeen FC. The 
football club has to stay in the city - 
it's the heart and soul of the city and 
creates so much economic benefit. 



This would be ideal space for 
creating a new stadium and keeping 
Aberdeen Football Club in the heart 
of the city. Everywhere has took a hit 
and will continue to do so. Keeping 
one of our most important 
contributers to the local economy 
within the city is essential.

Save Bon Accord Baths

As a young gamer I see esports 
growing around the world and in 
Scotland in cities like Dundee I think 
Aberdeen would be a great place to 
have an esports venue 

Union Street is an absolute shambles. 
Look at how Dundee city centre has been 
transformed. Union Street should also be 
predestinised from soul bar right down to 
market Street. It's not just that. Every 
other shop is a bookies or pawn broker 
there's no reason for people to go to 
Union Street. How theres never been one 
really upmarket restaurant on Union 
Street baffles me. Have witnessed on 
more than once occasion drug dealing in 
broad day light outside McDonald's. 
Something need done about this and the 
homeless/beggars coming up to you and 
asking for money. Give them help if they 
need it. 

Look at chapel Street on a Sunday 
morning after the clubs have shut, 
the rubbish is unreal

Cafe culture weather dependent, 
just make better use of the small 
amount of good weather when we 
do get it

The castle gate surface is shocking 
particularly in the winter, it's just an 
ice rink. The amount of space could 
be used so much better 

Bus service are far and few, only 
other option is car 

The land opposite burger king is 
perfect for a park, nothing ever been 
done with it. Same for the grass area 
outside cadonas

Very underutilized, what's it being 
used when there's no gigs 

It needs to be the heart of the town while 
at the moment it is possibly the place 
people hate the most. The shops are 
mostly charity shops and vape shops 
which are not good for the city, there 
aren’t enough trees and green areas, the 
buildings are not well kept and some of 
them are an eyesore. Overall it should be 
more than just a road it should be a place 
where people want to spend time 

Eliminate the car park spaces on the 
front of the beach, so no cars are 
obstructing the view from the cafes. 
Pedestrianised the beach front area 
(from innoflate to burger King) 



Union street is an embarrassment and 
COVID has been used as an excuse to 
decimate its appeal and the council has 
to do something to promote actual 
interest and encourage business to open 

Having a public plaza outside a 
school is a potential safeguarding 
risk to the children. The potential for 
harm would be increased due to the 
presence of more public. Also is a 
very limited space - is this really a 
priority then the city centre is in such 
decline. The one way system at 
present is ridiculous and is 
discouraging people away from the 
city centre. 

Pedestrian priority is useless if the 
plan is to travel from the centre 
centre when there is no reason to go 
the city centre. There is more than 
enough space for pedestrian. 

Are we really going to spend more 
time and money consulting on yet 
another stadium.

Union street has lost its spark. The shop 
fronts are awful from bridge street to 
castlegate. i find it an incredibly 
depressing street to walk down...so many 
buses and people waiting for buses on 
the pavements, sometimes its hard to get 
past. Union street shouldn't be the bus 
transport hub (in my opinion) 

I love the beach - I love that I can 
drive right to the beach and park my 
car. There is extensive space for 
pedestrians. I feel its incredibly 
important to maintain the parking 
options along the length of the 
beach.

Being the only city in Scotland with a 
proper beach front Aberdeen should 
make it a cultural hub with cafes, 
bars and shops like other cities in 
Europe. Building another football 
stadium on the area of transition 
extreme would be a terrible idea and 
detract and limit 

Encourage population into union street 
by cutting business rates and 
encouraging landlords to drop rents to 
encourage small businesses into town 
centre & refurbishment of current 
commercial units into homes as well.  

Use space for open air events, 
markets, pop up restaurants etc



Need to move people into the heart of 
the city otherwise it will die off. Make 
more use of our side streets for 
cafes/restaurants. Introduce awnings, 
gazebos, heaters for outside dining to 
create a buzz. Reference Newcastle as a 
pedestrianised city - this will only work if 
we have the shops and cafes for people 
to go to. Pedestrianise between queens 
road and Union terrace would make 
more sense. Need to get rid of 
benches/bus stops - they are a hazard 
and a place for drunks to congregate and 
lower tone of city.
Make use of castle gate as a beautiful 
space - food market, flower stalls, cafes, 
etc Hey rid of the cones/bus stops. 

Union street is always going to be a key 
part of Aberdeen. The West end of union 
street should be developed as 
housing/restaurants. The East end 
pedestrianised as part of the commercial 
city centre and integrated with adjoining 
commercial and pedestrianised parts of 
the centre

All developments must meet the test 
of whether it makes people want to 
come to the centre for reasons other 
than shopping, as shopping is going 
to continue to dwindle as the main 
reason to go, as we have seen to 
such devastating effect recently

A new stadium for the Dons a must !
At the moment it is a disgrace for the City 
of Aberdeen.  Empty shops and blocked 
streets.  Remove all obstacles from Union 
Street and allow all traffic to proceed all 
the way along Union Street

At the moment it is wasted space.  
Nothing there.  No attraction. 

Keep all open green areas as they 
are for use by all the public, adults 
and children.

No football stadium should be built 
at beach and certainly not paid for 
by public money/our council tax.  
Beach area to be used by everyone, 
not for football supporters only.

Get rid of it.  Under utilised and costs 
all of us citizens money.

Availability of public toilets needs 
improvement 
Pedestrianisation of Union street around 
such poor quality shops is an 
embarrassment. It has killed access to 
M&S, for example, which now looks like it 
may close, making this area even more 
derelict.

Availability of public toilets needs 
consideration 

Availability of public toilets needs 
consideration 

Availability of public toilets needs 
consideration 

Improvement of public toilets 
required 

Availability of public toilets needs 
consideration 

Currently a disaster 



Make it affordable for local businesses to 
trade from units here to help get rid of 
empty buildings. Split up big units and 
give shared use to complimentary 
businesses. Make the old Aberdeen 
market an international food hall/ 
hawkers market. The look/maintenance 
of buildings will look after itself once you 
get responsible tenants in… give spaces 
for free if tenants are willing to improve 
look and upkeep of buildings?? Try to 
make affordable housing units in 
flats/accommodation above shops on 
Union street rather than building out 
with the city centre - make good the 
beautiful buildings we already have. 

I think this area is already looking 
good- try and keep it affordable to 
keep businesses in place and attract 
new businesses to the area. 

Give each business here the right to 
trade on the street - make delivery 
access between 6-9am and install 
pop up poles to pedestrianise the 
area during trading hours. Make the 
most of new art in the area and link 
to art gallery. 

Remake this a market area for pop 
up stalls and pop up food trucks. 
Give the units in castlegate area the 
right to street trade here on out 
door tables and chairs old Blackfriars 
fierce beer Carlton bar portals etc. 
Give Belmont street to the 
businesses in that area and move the 
monthly market to the castlegate. 
Some sort of crossing bridge to the 
beach Boulevard to encourage 
people to visit this market from the 
beach area as well as from Union 
street and king street.

We need a foot bridge or some fort 
of safe crossing  from castle gate to 
beach Boulevard.  

We already have a beautiful beach… 
so no need to spend heaps of money 
on new development here but 
please make it more accessible by 
foot/bike and improve/add public 
toilets. 

Use this space for modern and 
traditional events… bands, 
food/drink festivals, expos even for 
dance or exercise classes linking with 
leisure centre. 

Don’t pedestrianise it, just clean the 
granite and have pride in the buildings Again, clean the buildings

Don’t mind the stadium remaining at 
the beach, but after messing the club 
about, don’t make them pay for it 
all. You could have suggested the 
location to them from day one

Revamped urban respite area Union 
Terrace joining two urban respite areas is 
a great idea. The only thing missing is 
more green space in Schoolhill/Marshal 
College area (Other than the St Nicholas 
Church Cemetry, which is a bit dystopic.

Should link symbiotically with UTG 
etc to form a 'Golden Square' of 
urban joy

New imaginative Community 
Stadium on the beach is long 
overdue with a demonstrable third 
of the city and environs ACTIVE AFC 
enthusiasts and at least 50% fans of 
the club, a thriving AFC benefits all in 
the city and the caring community.

Must be accessible to all people 
especially the disabled,  including hidden 
disabilities.

If the area between Harriet Street 
and Flourmill Lane is predestranised 
along with Union Street where can 
vehicles go to access town? 
Espescially difficult for disabled 
users. 

The surfaces at the castlegate are a 
deterrent for people with mobility 
issues. Perhaps a labyrinth type 
pattern within the cobbles and slabs 
might add a way of transversing the 
area by disabled users and parents 
with prams.

It vital that our natural green space 
is maintained. No more buildings 
should be allowed north of the 
present existing buildings. 
While cycle lanes are welcome they 
need to be sensitively placed with 
disabled access paramount. 
The disabled parking at the beach 
cafe area needs to be extended on 
the promenade with an urging that 
blue badge users move on to other 
areas if all they want to do is sit in 
the vehicle and take in the view. 
Disabled parking is at a premium at 
the cafe area.

While I understand the view of the 
council regarding the Aberdeen 
Football Club stadium location I am 
concerned that the presence of a 
large high structure at the location of 
the former Hilton Hotel might 
dominate the space too much. There 
may also be a significant rise in 
traffic on match days. If a mulyistory 
carpark was built as part of the 
stadium then beach parking would 
be allieviated. 

Pedestrianisation of Belmont area a 
priority. Encourage cafe culture and 
outdoor eating and drinking.

AFC new stadium an absolute 
priority. Keep the supporters in the 
city centre spending money.

No fast food joints in this so it's 
higher end

You made the beach ballroom look 
tacky like it was designed by a 15 
year old 

A new football stadium shall bring in 
more footfall to the beach area 
boosting the local businesses



Union Street has been allowed to go to 
pieces over the years, used to be so busy, 
now more closed shops than open ones 

Tram system from there to new 
stadium Build new stadium there now 

No stadium please. Area to work for 
all.

More homes is not the answer unless 
residents parking is looked at, city centre 
permit parking is already limited. 

The closure of schoolgirl has lost 
structure over time, with more 
"chancers" driving through. 
Separately because of this closure, it 
puts too much pressure on 
Upperkirkgate causing the road to be 
far too busy and dangerous with 
drivers constantly turning in 
awkward places and parking 
randomly for picking up and 
dropping off. Reopening Schoolhill 
would lose the bottle neck and open 
the flow back up.  Especially 
considering the lack of pedestrians 
around the area now.

The pavements on the esplanade are 
wide enough. 

Restore (as far as possible) street back to 
original design (including lighting) and 
investigate open roof similar to new St 
James development in Edinburgh. 
Provide incentives for the demolition and 
rebuild of Union Street 1960-1980 add on 
buildings with new modern designs from 
award winning architects. Agree that the 
new market idea is a good start. 
Vancouver has an excellent market in a 
non-spectacular setting. I would like to 
see some new flagship hotels anchor 
Union Street in some of the bigger 
buildings. As per Castlegate Union Street 
can seem an unforgiving and edgy place. I 
have often felt safer in some of the 
biggest cities in the world than I do in my 
hometown. 

This area should continue to 
specialize in bespoke businesses and 
be given a general clean up. I would 
also be keen to see Golden Square 
closed off for traffic / parking and 
opportunities for pre-theatre 
restaurants and bars. Central space 
could be used for outdoor dining and 
winter festivals perhaps book fairs, 
stalls etc.

100% agree with making a 
permanent cafe culture. I would also 
open this area up for young 
independent businesses. Perhaps by 
giving them reduced the rents / rates 
until they secure revenue then open 
it up to the next generation.

Don’t have strong views on the 
Castlegate but before anything is 
done the area would need to look 
and feel safer. Several millions have 
been spent on the new square at 
Marischal College but the area is to 
be frank still ‘dodgy’. Hopefully the 
removal of the police station and 
new living quarters will help but I 
would suggest moving the courts to 
a new purpose built area away from 
the centre of the city.

Demolish the current buildings on 
the promenade turn the current car 
park into an underground car park 
by building on top to create a new 
complex with main hotel with sea 
views and other multi use units for 
cafes, restaurants, bars, activities etc.

Endorse the proposal to keep New 
Stadium at the links but not the 
proposed site. Suggest the current 
stadium, driving range or land beside 
the sports village be used to create 
the main sports and leisure complex 
in Aberdeen. A stadium with a roof 
could also be used for multiple 
events during inclement weather. 
This could also incorporate the new 
leisure centre.

Must be retained even after leisure 
centre demolition. 

Union street should be more like 
Buchanan Street or Sauciehall Street in 
Glasgow
Now that a large proportion of the shops 
on Union Street have closed converting 
these premises into livable spaces should 
be a priority. 

Castlegate should be developed into 
a space to attract local markets as 
well as a public space that initiates 
Union Street.



Leave it closed to cars. Far better as it is 
now than dirty diesel cars and busses 
everywhere 

Pittodrie is an eyesore. Better to 
move it to a more accessible place 
on the edge of town

Leave it as is, spend money on 
something useful

Get the new stadium build here! 

Make Union Street great again!
A new stadium at the Beach for AFC 
should be a huge priority.

remove the bus gates, next to no warning 
of them, makes traffic flow worse in the 
city. unpedestrianise the city centre. 
traffic flow around the city is shocking

Look at regeneration of other beach 
locations like Whitley bay, areas like 
these are bringing in more business 
and improving wider area by 
improving beach front walkways and 
lighting etc somewhere to be proud 
of not the current sorry state of our 
beach front 

Need acces for taxi for disabled 
access to little belmont street 
Can’t get dropped off at pauldinos 
with and unable to walk 

Do NOT pedestrianize. Prioritize making 
sure buildings are occupied. Do not allow 
new retail space elsewhere that is nearby 
- this obviously takes businesses and 
trade away from Union St.

New stadium would be great 
location for the city and redevelop 
the area

Needs massive regeneration, so sad to 
see all the empty shops. There is no 
reason to go to Union street anymore. 



Open union Street to buses and taxis to 
get people back into our city heart also 
get the granite buildings c ll eened and 
new small local businesses into our city 
centre!! 

As Belmont St is an ancient street 
wich still has old buildings it needs to 
be brought back to its heyday these 
old granite buildings are beautiful so 
rather than have greasy take aways 
and empty wee shops our council 
should entice more coffee and tea 
shops also the could cover the area 
between buildings with a glass cover 
to encourage out door sitting 
without the fear of gull attacks, 

Open up part of Castle Gate to buses 
going to the beach and put netting 
or glass roof the area to stop 
seagulls, then open up for markets 
and outdoor food n drinks kiosks, 

We don't need pedestrian areas at 
the beach as the original pavements 
are good, our council need to 
improve the safety bannisters on the 
sea wall and improve public 
transport to the beach also get little 
seaside style business, s there to 
entice the tourists be they local or 
not and improve amenities and 
shelters, 

Regular weeding and grass cutting 
on promenade needed.

The pedestrianisation between Bridge 
Street and Market Street has been 
rubbish. The few times I've gone into the 
city centre during the pandemic, I've 
found it incredibly confusing and 
inconvenient.

The pedestrianisation between 
Harriet Street and Flourmill Lane is 
just daft. Getting rid of the loop road 
outside Robert Gordons would just 
compound the access issues. If 
you're going to do this nonsense, 
just be honest and pedestrianise the 
whole of Schoolhill and be done with 
it. And we will never have a cafe 
culture because we're apparently 
the wettest city in Scotland!

These options are quite vague so I'm 
not voting for any of them

Truly despair of the current state of 
Union Street.

No point giving points in this 
category - the large shopping 
precincts ACC allowed have killed off 
this part of Aberdeen.

No point creating a public plaza in 
front of Art Gallery as this will stop 
disabled people being dropped off 
for gallery.



Putting in modern, low energy street 
lighting along the entire length of 
the beach esplanade will improve 
well-being and safety to the public. 
Light display features will also act as 
a key focus to attract both evening 
visitors to the beach. The focus on 
attractive open spaces and 
maximising outdoor events beside 
the ex Hilton Doubletree Hotel and 
Codona’s is a must all year round!

Bon Accord baths could be a major 
attraction, given its heritage and 
importance in the city history. 
Encourage local businesses by making 
Union Street  affordable - reduce rates. 

We should focus on making union street 
like George street in Edinburgh. Focus on 
more restaurants with outdoor eating 
areas, it’s been great having temporary 
options in the city but let’s make it 
permanent! 

 Would be be er there 

I live on the pedestrianised area of union 
street and would like to see this area 
cleaned up a bit and made to look more 
desirable. I’m new to Aberdeen as well 
and to be honest I feel that it is quite 
dirty and run down looking, not what I 
imagine a Main Street through the city to 
look like. Take a look at Buchanan street 
in Glasgow. 

The connection between the beach 
and the city is pretty grim. I don’t 
feel safe using this connection in the 
evening and would much appreciate 
better lighting and some more green 
space down this end. Currently it is 
such a waste of space and very few 
people use it as a result. 



Remove spaces for people and road 
blocks.  You have destroyed the centre of 
our city - I personally haven’t been in 
town for over a year and have no 
intention as I literally have no clue how to 
get anywhere.  I’m not interested in 
public transport or cycling, so stop taking 
away my right to drive away from me.

Remove ridiculous road blocks and 
spaces for people.  All you have 
succeeded in doing, is stopping so 
many of us from travelling in to the 
city as it’s impossible to navigate.

Please stop pushing spaces for 
people on us.  If you live in town, 
you knew what you were signing up 
to.  For those of us out of town, you 
are keeping us away.  I now do all my 
shopping online, why would I even 
attempt to go in to town.

Do not take the beach from us again - 
 we need to be able to drive, park, 
and enjoy!  Those cycle lanes were a 
complete disaster. 

Take away our ability to drive and 
park, you keep people away.  
Current council literally has no clue 
what the people really want or need.  
 Stop taking away my rights as a 
driver.  

I hope by enabling easier access you 
don’t mean block off all the roads, 
actually making it more difficult to 
access?

Put the new AFC stadium down the 
beach, give the beach area a nice 
focal point.

The iconic Broad Hill should be left 
alone. It should be open to all who 
wish to walk over and spend time on 
it. At no point should it be built upon!

Awful- no shops open now so no reason 
to head into town Union street is a 
disgrace- drunks/people on drugs 
hanging about urinating and defecating in 
public places 

Some lovely shops but even they are 
closing. 

I am not in favour of 
pedestrianisation as it makes travel 
and parking impossible. There are 
too many empty shops/ pubs etc. If 
you want to close off traffic to the 
middle of town You need to look at 
Singapore's system on use of 
transport and make it worth out 
while coming in- otherwise you're 
just creating safe spaces for down 
and outs

Adding trees, flowers and green spaces 
doesn't reduce air pollution. Reducing 
cars, buses etc reduces air pollution

Pedestrianise Rose Street/ Thistle 
Street and Chapel Street

Need to concentrate on bringing business 
back to Union st. Zero point in upgrades if 
there is no retail or reasons for the public 
to be there

Add trees and greenery

This area needs more parking for 
families to enjoy the ares, this is a 
stress for families with multiple 
children. The beach is currently a 
spot that i avoid due to lack of easy 
access. 

Lower rent on uniom street shops and get 
better shops in, instead of cheap tacky 
shops. 



Union street is slowly becoming a large 
George street. It is full of bookies, charity 
shops and vape shops. A lower rent 
needs to be in place to keep good shops 
and restaurants - and allow more bars for 
a more lively atmosphere like Edinburgh 
and Glasgow.

No idea why you have made 
rosemount a one way it is 
unnecessary  

Belmont street has so much 
potential - especially the academy. 
Keeping this a cafe/bar based street 
could mimic the likes to Ashton Lane 
in Glasgow.

Castlegate is a place which has been 
forgotten about - with the correct 
work and attractions that could 
encourage more visitors it could be a 
fantastic place for outdoor events.

We are one of the only Scottish cities 
to host a beach, much work needs to 
be done to show visitors that we 
take pride in our beach - it should be 
a place for people but with enough 
access by bus/ car etc.

A water sports facility would be a 
fantastic addition to the city.

A fantastic historical venue that does 
not get used enough. Encouraging 
live bands/ acts or regular events 
would make good use of this space. 
Aberdeen needs to hold more of an 
attraction - as it stands there is 
rarely anything to attract people to 
the city.

Living in the city centre myself, I would 
like to see and have easier access to 
greener areas within a walkable distance. 
We need to look at getting empty 
buildings filled and businesses back up 
and running, just now (& for the last 3 
years really) union street looks derelict 
and depressing.

Having the outdoor cafe culture 
brought to Aberdeen this last 6-10 
months has been fantastic! much 
better feeling of community spirit 
and joy! Aberdeen has always failed 
in this area, especially when looking 
at other Scottish cities like Edinburgh 
and Glasgow. I think we should be 
encouraging businesses to have 
outdoor areas for their customers to 
use.

Castlegate used to be used for so 
many social events/activities and 
would be a great hub for local 
business - why was this stopped? 
There is so much space for potential 
use and it's wasted. It could be a 
beautiful and vibrant focus for the 
end of union street; with greenery, 
maybe even stalls/market every 
month for local businesses. Perhaps 
even a small play park for children.. 
It could also have a lot of use for 
outdoor space (cafe culture).

There are many areas of the beach 
that are unused and run down. To 
attract the public this needs to 
addressed. The play park opposite 
the ballroom is long overdue an 
upgrade (and somewhere that used 
to be amazing for kids!!)
The sheltered area down on the 
beach front that is empty (the dark 
dank bit that's got fancy graffiti) 
could be used for stalls, cafes, beach 
equipment hire, public toilets, any 
number of things! It sits empty and 
smelling of urine - not an attractive 
sight/smell to walk past. 

I'm not into sport personally, but I 
feel that if we have the facilities they 
will be used - many more people 
have gotten into exercise since 
lockdown began and this could be 
something that generates money for 
the city.
I feel that having separate walking 
and cycling paths could be beneficial 
- however not imperative as there is 
plenty of space to avoid people on 
the beach front!

The ballroom is an amazing venue 
for music gigs and events - I know it 
will be some time yet before we're 
back to that, but it should be utilised 
more for these things. When there 
last for a gig would advise that a 
better bar system is created - or 
more bar space/servers, to avoid the 
Q being backed up into the crowd or 
covering doorways, and to save 
spending hours Q'ing! 
The grassy area and park area 
around the ballroom could be much 
more attractive as well.

Pedestrianise the beachfront, 
between the beach and cafes. We 
don’t need that road or parking. 
Removing the road would make it a 
great beachfront

one has to decide if U.street is for cars or 
people.

The traffic restrictions in this area 
have appeared to me to be optional 
on occasion. 

Priority give to pedestrian and 
cycling access beetween castlegate 
and beach / anywhere in the city ?

active travel ? I'm not going to hold 
my breath after the recent debacle.

I would leave the beer gardens as I like 
you can sit outside and enjoy a drink or 
meal. I think the wooden seats at some 
points arreact the wrong people and 
make it look scruffy. 

I think the outdoor cafe areas 
introduced in the last year has been 
a great idea. If it works during a 
pandemic surely it would be nice to 
see it being continued. 

The cobbled paving does not make 
for easy walking in Castle Gate. 

In Aberdeen we have a beautiful 
beach but not much to offer peopl 
once you get there. A better bus 
connection would also be good for 
people with mobility problems 

Make it pedestrianised all along the 
street and bring back more shops and 
cafes as it is a dead street now full of 
tacky shops not a main shopping street.  



Please turn union street into a street 
where people will want to visit. Fill the 
pedestrian area with restaurants and bars 
and shops. Make it the heart of the city 
again and a hub of people. Oudoor cafes 
in summer. Have local suppliers and 
bespoke shops and give the local 
buisnesses a chance to sell their items 
where they can gain the most exposure 
for their small buisnesses. Keep the big 
companies in the malls. Put out benches 
for people to rptake a seat or break and 
to watch people go by

Keeping in line with the cFe culture 
and pedestrian area of union street

The beach front should be 
pedestrianised. 

Aberdeen city council should be ashamed 
at city center condition. Get rid of the 
bollards in our city and return to the 
previous COVID city center with bus 
transportation though Union st , allow 
city center business access to shops etc. 
The present street design only 
accommodate drunks and drug users 
Open your Eyes city . 

Previous  pre COVID design was 
sufficient 

Union Street is currently on its last level 
gs and urgently requires to be 
rejuvenated. A much underused location.

It is essential that Aberdeen Football 
Club remain located within the 
Beach area and not in the outskirts 
of the City.

Seems to me to be a much under 
used venue.

Football stadium at the Beach area is 
a crazy idea 

Belmont Street cafe culture is a 
lovely addition to the city, and with 
some fairy lights and more plants it 
could be our own version of Ashton 
Lane!

Upkeep on buildings is definitely 
very important just for the general 
look of the city, make it look loved 
and hopefully more businesses will 
open.

However, I don't believe creating an 
extra space for the kids at RGC 
should be a priority for taxpayers. 
They spill out onto the streets at 
lunchtime, take over the 
roads/shops ajd seem to have little 
regard for anyone (of any age) going 
about their own business. My 
concern with creating a civic space 
there would be that general city 
users would feel uncomfortable 
using it as a result of that.

Improve access to the beach? Walk 
in a straight line down the wide 
pavements and you're there. It's a 
nice walk either way, not the most 
scenic but very easy as a walker and 
cyclist. 

If we're back on that farcical cable 
car idea... let's not waste the time or 
money on what is inevitably a white 
elephant.

There are already lovely wide 
pavements and the beach 
promenade itself, cyclists and 
pedestrians have plenty of room.

By improving access to make THEM 
healthier you're impacting the health 
of those who choose to stay active 
by getting on the water. As a 
paddleboarder, I need to be able to 
park relatively close to the river or 
sea to get my board out and ready. 
There are plenty of places inland for 
cyclists and walkers, but a limit on 
those for watersports. The surf guys 
and businesses will also suffer.

Spaces for People was a pain as a 
motorist and as a pedestrian. Get 
the beach open again to keep people 
coming in to town from the shire to 
support local businesses.



Union Street needs to be given a face lift, 
it looks dirty most of the time

It would be nice to see more of the 
new art project in this area

That square should be the heart of 
the city. It needs to look better

These plans seem amazing. The 
beach needs to be more attractive to 
both locals and tourists.

More ceilidhs 
An enclosed public dog training park 
would be a benefit 

It’s about time the city thought 
about the needs of families that 
travel to the beach. With the uptake 
of electric cars improving, why is 
there no charging points along the 
prom. Other cities with a beach 
culture have, but that’s aberdeen all 
over, never thinking of the future 
unlike Dundee. 

Union Street must be the focus of the 
CCMP and alternatives to retail pursued, 
public realm must be significantly 
improved and business encouraged 
through all means - rates, other 
incentives, parking & connectivity

Agree that leisure should be 
encouraged but the focus should be 
in the city centre. Justice Mill Lane 
and Bon Accord Baths must be 
within the CCMP area and the 
Council must actively encourage this 
project as a project which will deliver 
on the regeneration and town centre 
investment and cultural investment 
objectives of the MP Review.

Great location for Afc Stadium.

designated cycle lane from the 
beach to dither park to connect the 
cycle path on the old deeside railway 
line 



More use of the full length of beach 
front the full length of the 
esplanades. The esplanade road is 
unnecessarily wide, narrow the road 
and widen the pavement to 
accommodate pop up cafes, 
restaurant, bars, water sports hubs 
etc. So lucky to have a such a 
beautiful beach but we don’t make 
the most of it at all.

Union Street should thrive with more 
shops and market stalls. It has become 
run down with vape and pound shops 
with beggars littering the streets I do not 
feel safe on Union street any more 

Demolish Trinity Centre and improve link 
between the green, Union terrace 
gardens and the train station. Waverley 
and princes Street Gardens are nicely 
connected so similar to this.
Get rid of the dreadful pedestrianised 
area and crazy one way systems. We 
need to get to the local shops and smaller 
retail on side streets (eg somers fishing 
shop) without having to drive for miles. 

Create better short term parking to 
support smaller retailers in the area - 
eg under an hour to go to one shop 
to buy specialised products. 

Let businesses use the outdoor 
space. 

Allow cafes to have seating areas 
outside to make it attractive. More 
events 

Union Street is a joke. Demolish St. 
Nicholas part of Bon Accord centre to 
move some shops to Union Street. 
Revamp/build In-Shops. Make better 
thoroughfare to train station. Pavements 
already wide enough in sections. ?? Already a taxi rank there?

Support to businesses who want to 
extend out towards Union Terrace 
Gardens (like Revolution). Why not 
cover over the railway and Denburn 
Road to allow Belmont street 
businesses to connect with the top? 
Then put the international market 
there?

Outdoor cafes are fine but need 
space for shelters, heaters and wind 
breaks...

Do not pedestrianise Harriet-
Flourmill. Why not demolish Harriet 
Street ('piss lane') car park to open 
up access to George Street?

Public plaza idea is fine but need a 
(mobile?) cafe that side of the road 
to feed it.

The Castlegate could be a great hub 
to catch passing trade to/from the 
beach. But it is just grim.

Why is "Improve connections..." 
duplicated here when it is covered 
under "Castlegate"?

The beach could be a great place but 
it is just grim. Former 
nightclub/Range building wastes an 
open view to the sea/beach. Putting 
stadium there would be great but it 
needs to feed other interests/events, 
not just football.

8 years in Aberdeen and I have only 
been to the Ballroom once.

None
Stop further development along the 
seafront



The access and outdoor benefits of 
the beach should be enhanced. The 
Football stadium should not relocate 
and continue at Westhill.

The beach is suffering terrible 
erosion and this is number one 
priority to me is stopping erosion.

New football stadium with 30k 
capacity 

Castlegate could be such a 
wonderful place. If this were more of 
park or green space rather than a 
square it would completely change 
the way people interact with it. 

The council must encourage and 
support AFC to locate new stadium 
at the beach in order to keep life in 
the area.

Get cars and buses back flowing through 
union Street and take the rates down and 
get the buildings on union Street 
occupied and cleaned up.  Don't 
encourage betting, pawn, pound or 
charity shops on the main street, make it 
vibrant and exciting. Make me want to 
get on a bus and go back in!
Put in escalators between Trinity centre 
and union Square.... Those steps are 
lethal! I'm unable to climb them so can 
ever visit union Square. 

This is an amazing space that should 
be turned into something fab! More 
eating places with outside seating, 
live music, street Market, clean it up. 
Use it!!!!! 

Get rid of cycle lane in from of the 
cafes... Serves only one purpose and 
the is to create a bottle neck round 
by asda!!!! 

Keep Pittodrie football park where it 
is and do all you can to fix it....!!!! 

This is the most iconic and beautiful 
of buildings.  Try not to change it too 
much, just enhance what you can 
and make it beautiful and use it 
more. 

Too dark and dull needs greenery, power 
washed and shops filled Need to be used more is beautiful 



Navigating around aberdeen in a car is a 
nightmare for locals. If you are a tourist 
you have no chance. Narrowing the street 
has also meant that buses block of the 
road for all. No thought to elderly or 
disabled trying to access Union st either. Enhance the park
Better bike lanes More and better bike lanes More and better bike lanes

We need more enticing shops. At the 
moment it seems to all be phone or 
pound shops. 

I don't know many people that go up 
this far unless going to the pubs on a 
weekend.

I don't think pedestrianising 
everyithing is the answer, I think 
doing so will make less people come 
to certain areas as it is harder to find 
parking for cars (when taking 
children). I think there needs to be 
more to do and better car parking to 
encourage people to use the city 
centre. 

Lots could be done in this area - 
outside cafes, restaurants, family 
friendly, lots of space here for 
children so maybe even a playpark in 
the middle to play in while waiting 
for meals?

The one way system along the front 
of the cafes is unnecessary and 
should be put back to how it was as 
this makes parking etc worse for 
families and the bowling, cinema, 
ASDA carparks terrible to exit from 
as you only really have one direction 
to go and it ends up in a bottleneck 
and really puts us off visiting the 
beach. 

All of this is exactly what needs to be 
done! Better parking and getting rid 
of the one way system in front of the 
restaurants and cafes etc needs to 
go to avoid bottle necks. Aberdeen is 
lacking things to do and this will give 
everyone something to do. 

This is a massively underused 
resource! The Beach Ballroom looks 
great from the outside but there are 
no events (that I know of apart from 
Weddings and TechFest) that ever go 
on in here. 

Please can we restrict the betting shops 
in Aberdeen.  I appreciate that they pay 
rents and rates but am deeply concerned 
that residents who become clients suffer.  

Live on Desswood and already like 
this area.  I do not need any changes 
but an easier area to make 
pedestrian only.  Enhancing use as 
an outdoor market may succeed.  
The shop owners views though are 
key.  On Rosemount owners seemed 
to be concerned when vehicle access 
was hindered during Covid.   
Guessing though that this area has 
less people visiting by car and of 
course are car parks.

Concern that vehicle access is vital to 
RGC and a formal plaza would 
increase safety concerns.

Nice area, I find already a pleasant 
walk to the beach but cycle track and 
safer greener walking routes 
enhance the community.

An amazing natural gift.  Spending 
money protecting the coast, 
informing on nature and enhancing 
the nature would seem a worthwhile 
and productive investment.

Very sad looking centre of Aberdeen 
should be cleaned up and restored to 
former glory. Local independent retailers 
should be encouraged to take up empty 
units to get shoppers back into town 
while more city centre homes created 
from existing buildings. Use what you 
have and make it shine! 

Just needs a tidy up and more 
incentives for independent retailers. 

Again, use the beautiful buildings 
that you have. Make it shine! 

Castlegate is ok. It’s King Street that 
needs a facelift! 

Bicycles should have their own space 
away from pedestrians, small 
children and dogs. Some go far too 
fast amongst people. Respect should 
be shown to all. 

Aberdeen beach is not the place for 
a football ground! I really object to 
this. The beach area is for families to 
enjoy the beach and to show off our 
beautiful Beach Ballroom. A new 
water sports centre would be more 
appropriate. I think a cycle network 
would be great but not invading 
pedestrians space and keeping 
everyone safe. 

It would be great to see this venue 
promoted. 

I think Union Street should be 
pedestrianised fully from bridge street to 
broad street allowing cafes and bars to 
have frontal outdoor seating areas like 
we do during this covid period. Same 
with Belmont street. Keep it as it is it is so 
much more welcoming and makes the 
city feel a lot more urban. 

Important to have good transport 
links to the beach from city centre 



Outdoor cafe culture permanent 
please 

New stadium vital to economy of city 
centre 

Neglected run down faded very faded 
glory. Roof scapes in very poor condition. 
Full of charity shops betting shops and 
short term leases. Looks like Sheffield at 
the demise of the steel industry during 
the Thatcher era. In short a national 
disgrace Bleak like Stalinist Russia

more short term and less expensive 
parking, attract people to come and use 
shops on Union Street 
again.Aberdeenshire does this , why cant 
the city ?

reduce cost of short term parking to 
help attract customers to local 
businesses . Aberdeenshire does this 
well .

Make it easier for access . Increase 
lighting and promote outdoor cafe's .

Re-open the toilets . promote short 
term and cheaper parking, 
encouraging people back to this 
area. Bring back summer markets . 
Promote and encourage outdoor 
cafe, bar areas .Getting life back in 
area will bring back its soul .Not the 
bleak dull area it currently is.

NEVER try and put cycle lane on 
beach front . Yes it is a place where 
traffic needs to drive slowly , but 
speed cameras can do that job , but 
traffic in and out of city has to flow , 
this is a main artery . Widen the 
shore side pavement if want cycle 
lane ,That would work lot better 
than what was attempted and failed.

Huge opportunity to attract people 
and small businesses. Vastly under 
promoted and hugely under used.

This building should be utilised and 
promoted more to host small to 
medium events , even weddings 

Suffers because of too many malls which 
are also losing occupancy 

Plenty walking space

Underused gem and part of the 
history of Aberdeen 

Currently an absolute hole, pedestrianise, 
lower business rates, put local business 
first, convert disused space into 
accommodation,  and just like that, you 
have a city centre 

and Victoria street, its an absolute 
disgrace. Try actually resurfacing 
instead of 2 minute patch jobs, will 
save you a fortune in the long run

Again, lower business rates and 
watch local business flourish, and 
guess what.... you'll actually see 
economic growth... its almost like 
people study this..

build less, optimise on the existing 
space and infrastructure. a new 
stadium will ruin the already 
crumbling image of the beach front. 

And all other streets - roads are 
attrocious

Far too many betting, vape & pound 
shops Nice area

Pedestrian areas are frustrating on 
these main thoroughfare routes 



Offer business rates exemption to worker 
cooperatives throughout the city centre.  
Build a circular economy.

Why Belmont Street to the exclusion 
of everywhere else?

Our beachfront is a disgrace, there 
should not be a crappy hardware 
store down there.  It should not be a 
hive of big brand consumerism and 
chain restaurants.  If the city is 
serious about a cafe culture then this 
in the place to start.

There is a severe lack of social space in 
the city centre. at the moment it is very 
much "pay to play" the public need 
spaces to congregate and ejony the 
outdoors safely with access to toilets 
seating and benches, what is provided 
now is not adequate and COVID-19 has 
highlighted the shortcoming.

IF union street is to become the heart of 
the city the population density must be 
increased, and for that to happen spaces 
for people must exist. at the moment it is 
empty commercial units to large for any 
local busines to take on with not comunal 
spaces
Drop rents on retail spaces. Offer 
incentives to local businesses to set up 
shop. Run pop up shops up and down the 
street. Ban betting shops, and pubs from 
opening.

Make sports more accessible 

The free public toilets at the beach 
must remain. They are always kept 
clean and are constantly used by all 
ages !



A pedestrianised Union Street should 
have a canopy similar to the one found at 
Munich Airport Plaza, where the 
pedestrian area can be protected from 
the elements and utilised in a similar way 
to Munich. It would also be great to have 
a better passenger link from the bus/train 
station straight up to the heart of Union 
Street, possibly in the form of a covered 
walkway/travelator powered by green 
energy. I would also encourage a 
monorail style link from the heart of 
Union Street to the beach asking for 
private investment from our energy 
companies to create the likes of a 
hydrogen powered monorail to help 
launch Aberdeen’s bid to be the “green 
city”

Outdoor cafe culture can be 
encouraged here along with the 
pedestrianised/covered section of 
Union Street 

The beach requires something 
new….a mix of private/self catering 
holiday homes with a view, 
increased restaurant areas to service 
them, better provision for 
pedestrians/joggers/cyclists, new 
football stadium a possibility, an 
extension of the monorail link from 
Union Street to allow people of all 
ages/fitness to enjoy the revitalised 
beachfront, facilities and views. 

Need to create a modern hub with 
restaurants, pubs all on Union street. 

This is a naturally beautiful area of 
Aberdeen, on the BEACH that is not 
near waste ground or smelly. It 
seems senseless waste of the 
environment to remove all the green 
area and build a new football ground 
500m from the old location. There 
are other areas in Aberdeen that 
would benefit to be industrialised. 
Yes, it desperately needs to be 
revitalised, but add to what it has, 
rather than destroying it. The 
parking areas required to suit new 
football grounds would be extensive 
and filled less than 10% of the year. 

Pedestrianisation reduces accessibility to 
the city centre. Particularly as public 
transport in Aberdeen is limited and 
expensive compared to other cities

It’s important to have parking etc or, 
if you only make it pedestrian with 
no parking, it puts people off coming 
so you will have created a ghost town 

Ensure the beach is kept as a green 
(i.e. retain current fields) and seaside 
area for all. Make use of empty 
buildings (such as old Hilton hotel) 
for bars and restaurants to 
encourage people to spend more 
time at the beach.

Focus on increasing and utilising 
green spaces to encourage people to 
relax and exercise at the beach. The 
addition of a football stadium will 
take away from the current relaxed 
atmosphere, waste space which 
could be used to encourage people 
to spend time in and around the 
beach area. The noise disruption this 
close to the beachfront will ruin the 
current family oriented vibe.



Parking spaces along beach are a 
huge part of the beach for people 
who like to sit in their car and just 
enjoy the view of the beach. The 
improvements of the bike lanes and 
the beach being one way has 
changed the beach to be pedestrian 
friendly enough. Cars shoukd still get 
a place on the beach side

Union street is now a ghost town 

Get the business rates down and get the 
shops filled this is critical al 

Yes to cafe culture! No bus gates please. Yes to cafe culture!

Union Street is the starting and end point 
to all travel to anything going on in the 
city. Its important this area is of the 
highest standard as it is the face od the 
city I don't see this as priority

Aberdeen football club has the 
potential,the history , the interest to 
be the beating heart of the city for 
generations, do not dismiss the also 
13k people it takes on average to the 
area and the income and memories 
for business and personal clients

Put it back the way it was with buses 
running through 



Repair poor road surface - will 
encourage cyclists to use the road. 
Patrol for off lead dogs as far too 
many with poor control. Tidy litter 
and graffiti from the beach. Repair 
the ramps and stairs and remove 
unsightly scaffold barriers. 

Don't pedestrianised it. It's ridiculous 
right now and puts many people off going 
near the city centre. 

Stop pedestrianising streets that cars 
can use to get access to businesses 

Don't pedestrianised more roads. 
Belmont Street only. 

Don't get rid of the cobbles as they 
are historic. But use the area for an 
outdoor market more often. 

The pavements at the beach are 
wide enough as is. 
Leave the road alone. 

More parking would be better. 
Pittodrie should be out of the centre. Use it more

Improve pedestrian/cycling 
connections north (ie BOD, Balmedie 
and further)

Build a new swimming pool/leisure 
complex the current one is dirty, old, 
tired and needs a complete refit

Priority should be to make the area 
around the cafes safer, quieter, 
cleaner and more usable all year 
around. I suggest making it 
pedestrian only by the cafes, 
controlling the seagulls by the cafes, 
larger designated parking area away 
from the beachfront (behind the 
buildings), better public transport to 
the beach, and a covered eating area 
to make outdoor seating at cafes 
possible all year around. Currently, 
parking of cars in front of the cafes 
between them and the beach is very 
dangerous. It's a great venue and should be 

maintained

Less obstacles on the pavements would 
be fantastic! The ridiculous 
pedestrianisation that's in place should 
be scrapped as it's not used. The closure 
of streets should be scrapped too as it 
stops people from coming in to the city, 
it's just not worth the hassle of 
discovering another one way street or 
getting stuck in another traffic jam!

Cleaner buildings that were occupied 
would be fabulous to see and would 
create a real sense of pride in the city.

More parking at reasonable prices is 
required to encourage people to this 
lovely part of the city. I used to love 
a trip to Thistle Street and the 
surrounding area, but now I can't 
drive on half of the streets or can't 
get parked so just don't go anymore!

There is no 'cafe culture' here. It's 
too cold and rains all the time. We 
need to be realistic about this!

More affordable parking in the city 
centre will attract people back in. It's 
the main reason I no longer visit. 
Buses and parking are just too 
expensive! It's much cheaper to shop 
online or out of town, and eat where 
free parking is available!

Travel links between the city and 
beach would be amazing! There 
would be considerably less traffic at 
the beach if this was in place. 

There's no need for additional 
pedestrianisation, there are plenty 
of walkways as it is.



Need to change use of union street to 
homes.  Shops will not return

The beach should be much more of a 
focal point for the city it needs an 
attraction like an aquarium/under 
water experience.  something to 
draw people in.

Lovely building do something with it 
to encourage people in. Art deco 
display

Would prefer the stadium to be built 
by the training facilities, just let it be 
built and built quickly instead of all 
this messing around. Build a park 
where the hotel was instead. 
pedestrian and cycle access to the 
beach desperately need to be 
improved, particularly the air quality 
on the journey from castlegate to 
the esplanade. 

The beach ballroom is massively 
underused and would be a fantastic 
venue for both public and private 
events. We considered it as a 
wedding venue but the place was 
unresponsive to vegetarian catering 
options and didn't seem to 
interested in getting the business. 

Would be fantastic to see Union Street 
come to life again, it was always seen as 
the heart of the city with our ancestors 
‘walking the mat’ - would be great to see 
the beautiful granite buildings cleaned 
and sparkling again as they have been 
allowed to fall into disrepair. 
Understandably retail has moved on and 
a lot of these shops are not fit for 
purpose in today’s world with cramped 
storage areas & spread over many floors 
however this could be fixed (as done with 
the Capitol leaving the facade & refitting 
the unit behind. Making rents more 
attractive for smaller independent 
retailers. Or even the larger stores to 
attract them back to the area. Also think 
having a cafe culture with outdoor 
covered seating areas would be good … 
Further up Union street having 
accommodation/flats (not more student 
accommodation though as the city is 
saturated with this already!)

Look to Dundee for bringing new 
attractions to the city to draw tourists 
here for a reason eg V&A in Dundee!

Already a lovely outdoor feel when 
walking through Little Belmont 
Street recently - great idea having 
outdoor cafe culture - if permanent 
would need some canopy for 
weather!

the heart of the city is too spread out. 
Focus on one area and stick to it eg union 
street, broad street etc

The new public car park would be 
needed if any of these 
improvements take place



You need to be able to access Union 
Street and you need shops to attract 
people. You also need parking as public 
transport is poor and if your shopping 
you can't put it all in the panier of a bike.

west end, it has been neglected and 
café culture is not the answer in an 
Aberdeen Winter. Bon Accord baths 
could be the jewel in the west end 
crown, or at least a focal part. Small 
boutique shops have always done 
well in this area so need to be 
encouraged but the transport 
system is so bad we need places to 
park.

Cafe Culture in Winter is no fun, 
even summers can be unpredictable 
in Aberdeen. Surroundings need an 
upgrade.

cold windy space that needs a deep 
clean and the buildings look 
dilapidated.

Not enough money or thought spent 
on the West End. Need more 
restaurants /cafes up this end of 
town instead of focussing everything 
down in direction of marischal 
square. 

union Street need to be cleaned, it looks 
dirty and unattractive to the public 

Repave pedestrian area of union street. 
Less traffic access, cleaned granite 
buildings and better housing.

Improvement of beach access and 
dilapidated buildings on beach front 
and have access to snacks and drinks 
closer to beach

 bus/tram service to beach from 
union street. E-bikes at castlegate.

Stadium should go on current site of 
leisure centre away from residential.

Something needs to be done to 
encourage local, independent shops to 
take retail units on union street. Reduced 
rates as an incentive? Too many empty 
units / bookies / pound shops etc 

Whilst having additional space for 
movement of people it shouldn’t be 
detrimental to local businesses I.e 
making deliveries difficult or 
nowhere for people to stop to pick 
up take aways etc 

Keeping Pittodrie as part of the city 
centre plan needs to be a priority. 
Absolutely crucial for hospitality 
businesses in the city centre

We need to make it safe and family 
friendly instead of letting large groups of 
undesirables take it over. Opposite 
Specsavers is not nice when i have been 
there on a Saturday.

The Belmont Street and surrounding 
streets is lovely right now with all 
the outside seating areas for pubs, 
cafes etc. 

We must keep toilets open and clean 
for visitors and locals who visit the 
beach area.

Restore to a level of specification where 
it ceases to be an embarrassment as a 
main street.

Could be an attractive area but 
currently seems more of a backwater.

Aberdeen needs to prioritise an 
outdoor cafe culture to compete 
with other European cities.

Could also contribute to outdoor 
cafe culture.

Can be redeveloped to the benefit of 
both the city and the football club. Would be good to utilise more fully.



I don’t think a new park needs to be 
developed as the beach is an open 
space as it is but I think more could 
be done to improve unused units 
and encourage alfresco dining.

Force building owners to either maintain 
or sell their buildings because it’s a 
disgrace that they’re such a mess

I’m adding in the bon accord baths 
to here. Shocking that you have 
chosen to exclude them. Bon accord baths should be listed!

There’s plenty space for everyone if 
you remove car access. Better access 
and parking required back from the 
promenade 

encouraged.

Better keeping the football stadium 
at the beech as it will bring in 
additional cash to the surrounding 
area and will keep the team as part 
of the city. 

Look at the avenyn (main street) in 
gothenburg, Sweden for a great example 
of a well planned main street with 
priority for active travel and public 
transport (trams and buses). With a 
similar climate to Aberdeen, I think we 
should be aiming for something like this. 
It would make union Street a much more 
pleasant place to be,and drive footfall to 
the city centre. 

We need a safe and convenient 
route to cycle between the city 
centre and the beach. Segregated 
cycle lanes (off the Road), cycle / 
pedestrian priority as junctions, 
junctions that are designed with the 
safety of cyclists in mind. Consistent, 
connected cycle routes would make 
cycling much more accessible. If you 
make cycling more convenient than 
driving, you will get a lot more 
people cycling.

Focus on getting good quality shops to 
encourage people to visit. It’s pretty 
awful just now cheap shops. Does the 
pedestrianised area restrict accesss fir 
the elderly reliant on buses? 

Reinstate permanent cycle lanes 
please. Also throughout the city 
generally. They should be Separated 
from the traffic, so no parking on 
them and cars can’t enter them. On 
north deeside road the potholes in 
the cycle lanes are very dangerous



Football stadium is best at the beech 
where there is good access by foot, 
bus, railway station and car

Castlegate feels like a lot of wasted 
potential. I'm not an architect so I 
wouldn't know what to do, but I 
wish there was more to it

wrong questions, question is, why would 
yo visit aberdeen?  we have nothing 
unusual falkirk has nothing, exept a water 
wheel and the kelpies,, how many people 
from all over scotland visit?  why cant we 
have something similar in union terrace 
gardens, can you imagine for example, a 
phenox same size as kelpie all lit up at 
night, visitors would flood in, be more 
shops opening on union street,  could 
even have laser light shows like hong 
kong have on union street or beach area 
vision,  got to have vision, make people 
and familys visit our city

The correct decision wound be to 
build the new Aberdeen FC stadium 
in the beach area and why Westhill 
was ever an option is absolutely 
beyond me. The Dons belong in the 
city so let’s keep them there COYR 

It is a mess. We need a reason to go into 
town and the City Centre does not offer 
this at present.

More greenery, less concrete jungle

It needs a good clean. It is grubby and a 
disgrace, full of betting shops and pound 
shops. Local small businesses should be 
encouraged. 
It's a disgrace, the look of it has been 
going downhill for a very long time! If we 
are meant to be that oil capital of Europe, 
then we fail to look like it!

The beach is good to look at, you 
don't need more buildings blocking 
the view like a high stadium. It was a 
good place already.



Encourage cycling with a proper cycle 
network across the city and in the city 
centre.Union street needs more to attract 
people to it. It's now dead!

Aberdeen has the sea and mountains 
not far away. It could become a 
great active city attracting tourists 
for all of these with the right 
promotion and access.

Beach is popular, keep it utilised and 
connected to city and BOD. Remove 
one way driving at beach front 

Union street definitely needs a re-vamp 
to encourage people back into the centre 
- has to be more green and friendly and 
not just shops.

Overall lots of the city centre (whole city) 
could be made more cycle friendly - if it 
were safer in terms of road surface and 
traffic I suspect lots more people would 
be keen to cycle some of the time.

I like a lot of these ideas but ran out 
of points and think some of the 
other areas need work too - but if 
Union Street were partially 
pedestrianised it would make sense 
that that flowed into some of the 
surrounding areas linking key points 
like the Art Gallery, Marischal 
College etc.

I think the permanent cafe culture 
need to stay, as a city we are behind 
and covid has come along and 
actually made us think, seize the 
opportunity and let's build this city 
in a cosmopolitan area for all, not 
the Nah sayers who are the loudest 
but minonity!

More green open spaces please

Please keep as much clear open 
public spaces as possible on the 
beach = don't build on it.  Some 
durable seating would be great.

Covid taught us how important open 
public spaces are, a new public park, 
at the maximum possible size would 
be a blessing to the beach area.

There should be no traffic on the 
esplanade and no parking on the 
beachfront between the ballroom 
and the Burger King roundabout.

Union Street has and always should be 
the jewel in the crown for Aberdeen

Reduce business rates to allow shops to 
survive. City centre is awful with empty 
shops, and so many pound shops and the 
likes on Union St (and not much else). 



Safe cycle path from cove to bridge o 
don

Put the traffic systems back the way they 
were, George st, Rosemount etc. 
Schoolhill should be 2 way again. The 
council has ruined what was a working 
system like they did at the beech. Get rid 
of those pointless plants on union street 
and temporary bus stops. Leave as is

A ban on parents blocking the road 
picking up their children, an accident 
waiting to happen 

New stadium has to be kingsford, 
AFC has spent a fortune on this 
project, council won’t reimburse 
them their loses 

The council absolutely must do 
something to reinvigorate Union Street. 
Let’s be honest, it has been neglected for 
years and looks run down 

Belmont street is ideally placed to 
provide a wide range of internal and 
external dining options. It is a 
popular area and could be a really 
vibrant spot. Let’s up our game and 
get with the times 

Castlegate has been run down and 
unattractive for as long as I can 
remember - it’s a forgotten part of 
Aberdeen. The space is decent with 
real scope for pop up dining, 
entertainment etc. It’s grey, dull and 
let’s be honest, no one in Aberdeen 
really uses it

Please DO NOT reintroduce cycle 
lanes again. This was an absolute 
mistake of the highest order and was 
so unsafe. 

Again, the area around the ballroom 
and leisure centre is dated and run 
down. 

Replace/repair fencing and 
crumbling concrete areas for better 
access to the beach. We have a dry ski slope!

Beach ballroom is an asset, don't 
ruin it.

Focusing on green spaces, residential 
development and lifestyle is my preferred 
strategy 

There is room to ensure a good mix 
of pedestrian access and traffic flow 

How can you recommend more homes in 
city centre when existing tenement 
housing is such poor condition. 



Encourage businesses back to Union 
Street so it is no longer a half empty 
graveyard (by reducing rates?) and clean 
up and repair the beautiful buildings that 
are falling into disrepair. Create a 
planning policy for shop signage that is 
more in keeping with the character of 
buildings and will enhance rather than 
detract from the visual attractiveness of 
the area. Get rid of unnecessary street 
clutter and repair the pavements and the 
whole street will immediately be much 
nicer. The pavements are wide enough 
and pedestrianising Union Street 
(unfortunately, due to the general layout 
of the city streets, and there is no clear or 
obvious or easy option to fix this) makes 
it awfully hard for vehicles to get around 
the city centre - particularly for local 
residents who have already been having 
to take roundabout detours to get home 
for the duration of Covid. Same problem 
applies to pedestrianisation of any of 
Schoolhill. 

Unsure of negative impacts this 
might have on traffic flow (perhaps 
would be less disruptive if the whole 
of Union St remains open to 
vehicles?) but potentially this area 
could be improved along the lines of 
Belmont St/Little Belmont St with 
single level pavement/road in 
cobbles/paving slabs and perhaps 
partial or part-time pedestrianisation 
to facilitate cafe culture. 

Do not pedestrianise any of 
Schoolhill. It makes it far too difficult 
for local residents to get home and 
creates clogs of traffic elsewhere eg 
Littlejohn St. The crossing between 
the shopping centres could be paved 
and raised and given pedestrian 
priority without pedestrianising the 
whole thing - that would have a big 
impact on how “friendly” the 
area/crossing feels without making 
access difficult. Supporting cafe 
culture in Belmont St etc by 
pedestrianising the area would be 
good IF the last year has 
demonstrated that the weather is 
good enough for it to be worth 
bothering! If not, don’t bother. In 
any case the local businesses need to 
be given sufficient vehicular access 
for deliveries when they require it 
(they should be consulted) as I know 
some have struggled with the 
particular rules of pedestrianisation 
of this area during covid. More 
flowers eg hanging baskets would be 
lovely throughout the city centre but 
not sure the country can afford such 
frivolities after Covid and we 

Would be nice to see this an area 
filled with cafes/restaurants and 
outdoor seating or a regular big 
market, if these things could be 
encouraged (along the lines of an 
Italian plaza). The current cobbles 
and paving are mostly lovely and 
should be preserved but perhaps 
should be taken up and relaid 
properly as the surface is very 
uneven. 

The beach esplanade is plenty wide 
enough for bikes (the whole top 
level and the bottom level from 
Fittie to the Beach Ballroom). It 
might benefit from half being lined 
out as designated for bikes and half 
for pedestrians but nothing more is 
required. It would be a shame to 
relegate bikes to a bike lane on the 
road where cyclists can hardly see 
the beach and feel as if they are 
among the noisy traffic and 
associated fumes - begs the question 
of why bother going to the beach if 
bikes are banned from the 
esplanade. Might as well just cycle 
round the streets.  Having a mixed 
use area and encouraging different 
users to respect each other is the 
best plan. Dog walkers should be 
required to keep dogs on short leads 
as far too many dogs are poorly 
trained and are dangerous to 
runners, cyclists and other 
pedestrians when they run around 
wildly out of control and jump all 
over strangers. Any cycle 
infrastructure needs to not adversely 
impact on vehicular traffic flow 

The beach esplanade is plenty wide 
enough for bikes (the whole top 
level and the bottom level from 
Fittie to the Beach Ballroom). It 
might benefit from half being lined 
out as designated for bikes and half 
for pedestrians but nothing more is 
required. It would be a shame to 
relegate bikes to a bike lane on the 
road where cyclists can hardly see 
the beach and feel as if they are 
among the noisy traffic and 
associated fumes - begs the question 
of why bother going to the beach if 
bikes are banned from the 
esplanade. Might as well just cycle 
round the streets.  Having a mixed 
use area and encouraging different 
users to respect each other is the 
best plan. Dog walkers should be 
required to keep dogs on short leads 
as far too many dogs are poorly 
trained and are dangerous to 
runners, cyclists and other 
pedestrians when they run around 
wildly out of control and jump all 
over strangers. Any cycle 
infrastructure needs to not adversely 
impact on vehicular traffic flow 



This is by far the worst area of the city.  
You want a central area exclusively for 
use of tourists and the public, with rapid 
transit access to the beach and airport.  
I'd consider putting in a shuttle bus/tram 
link between the station, centre and 
beach area and generally clean up the 
place.  What you did for marischal, really 
needs to be applied to the entire 
downtown area.  Just rebuild, renew and 
regenerate.  Right now the city is a dull, 
grey mess of pollution, decay and 
obsolescence, and it's more expensive to 
the public to have it this way.  People 
travelling to Aberdeen are shocked at the 
state of public amenities, and the costs of 
accommodation, activities, food and 
drinks here, being up to 3 times the cost 
of produce in London, and 1/2 - 1/3 more 
than Edinburgh.  I realise that we're not 
responsible for the prices private 
businesses charge, but we can make it 
cheaper for goods and services to be 
provided here in the first place by 
improving transport links and access in 
general.  Stop building and extending 
empty shopping areas, and cancel the 
plan to keep afc in the centre, stop 
wasting money trying to hold on to an 

The west end is lovely, just decorate 
and clean it.

Schoolhill just needs a clean and 
some reworking of the pavement, 
perhaps pedestrianize from broad 
street up to RGU and rework access 
to loch street parking.  Busses are far 
too expensive for the city centre, 
fares are double what they need to 
be to encourage access.  Keep the 
outdoor seating, make the town 
centre an area people want to spend 
time in.

Castle gate is lovely, make it the hub 
for the east end of union street, and 
the centre point of the beach/union 
street axis.

Just put in shuttle access to the city 
centre, and clean it up.  Right now it 
looks like a run down holiday resort.

The beach has plenty of public 
facilities, that I feel simply need 
maintenance and renewal.  DO NOT 
waste money keeping afc in the city, 
kick the bigger businesses out to the 
bypass where they've got the 
transport and space to expand, 
which is what they want anyway.  
Create a café culture at the beach, 
and put in rapid transit to the centre, 
shuttle bus or tram would be ideal.  
Cancelling the £150m vanity stadium 
project would be perfect, and free 
up much needed funds for the 
renewal of the entire beach/centre 
area.

Beach Ballroom is wonderful, just 
keep it maintained and fill up the 
calendar with activities.  Improved 
transport links should negate the 
need for parking.  A shuttle bus/tram 
to Union square/city centre would 
help here.

More beach safety infrastructure 
and education for beach goers 

More inclusion and involvement of 
beach activies, like surfing, 
swimming, kids clubs etc. 

Bon Accord Baths is excluded from the 
City Centre Masterplan - this key 
development in the north end, and much 
neglected part of Union St/City Centre 
should be included and supported.

Retaining AFC as the heart of a 
beach renovation is key

More homes and independent, local 
retailers to be prioritised on union street. 

A new football stadium that serves 
the wider community is the most 
important thing the city should be 
focusing on to prevent Aberdeen 
football club abandoning the city for 
Westhill. Stadium must include a 
fanzone with alcohol license and 
food stalls.

Bring back the big beach ball or 
similar events



At the moment union street isn’t what it 
was before, it’s full, there isn’t a lot in the 
way of shops and there’s nothing inviting 
to draw people in and want to spend 
time there. It’s difficult to travel to the 
city centre by car.  If it is to stay 
pedestrianised then maybe using the 
space for markets like before would be 
good. It’s not the heart of Aberdeen right 
now 

The castlegate like union street has 
been forgotten over the years and is 
now dull and has nothing inviting 
there. It’s needs cleaned up and 
utilised as a great space for the city 
centre.

The beach is better now the spaces 
for places is gone. Better 
connections to city centre would be 
good

Union Street is a mess. Aberdeen needs a 
pedestrianised heart, so I suggest keeping 
the section pedestrianised and building 
up surrounding businesses, lowering rent 
and bringing permanent beauty to the 
area, with cafe's and a performance 
podium. 

The beach will be RUINED if a new 
stadium is built, eating up the public 
space! Its the WORST idea ever!

Such a mess. Surely it would be easy to 
make sure all units including those empty 
are kept looking nice

More free parking to encourage shoppers 
back to the city centre. Council must stop 
taxing motorists out of the city centre. 
Union Street is an absolute 
embarrassment. 

More free parking required to get 
shoppers back into the city centre

Council must not waste out taxes on 
a football stadium.

Pull this eyesore down and sell the 
land. 

Stop parking on these streets 
pedestrianise them. 

New stadium at the beach area

Concentrate on the actual beach 
which has been allowed to get in 
disgraceful state due to neglegence

Lets have street cafes and fill the empty 
shops

There needs to be a focal point in the city 
centre to allow it to thrive. Dundee is an 
excellent example of how they have 
revived the city centre

A hidden gem that is under-utilised. 
This could work amazing if there is 
proper infrastructure in place to help 
link the centre to the beach. Buses 
are not the option, it has to be free 
flowing and easy



Pedestrianise, install an overhead cover 
like in Singapore Clarke quey area, have 
loading times from 7am-10am. Tried and 
tested.
Empty shop units, particularly British 
Home Stores building need to be filled. 
Encourage more quirky, interesting shops 
in. Why bother pedestrianising an area 
with nothing there to attract visitors?!

These streets are a gem in Aberdeen 
with interesting little shops and an 
art gallery. Visitors need to be 
encouraged to come. 

Please allow access to the Harriet 
Street car park to encourage out of 
city visitors to come. 

Parking is too expensive it should be 
cheaper and more accessible to 
encourage people/visitors.

Abz does not have a 
caravan/motorhome Park to 
encourage visitors to our city.

Buildings need cleaned. Plenty empty 
properties that could be utilised. Lower 
rents/rates for new businessess

Open air entertainment like years 
ago,upgrade putting green/tennis 
court and adventure playground

Remove betting shops, vape shops, 
mobile phone shops. Replace with 
popular modern retail shops that are 
successful at the moment - Berksha, The 
White Company, Pandora, Lush, Zara, 
Stradivarus. Traditional modern Scottish 
shops for tourists too - good quality 
whiskey, gin, tartan/tweed shops. 

Lighten up dark alleyway areas near 
Belmont street with fairy lights and 
NUART pieces. 

Promote small business & water 
sports at beach 

There should not be any further shopping 
malls allowed or extensions. Union St 
shops should be filled using incentives 
and a outdoor terrace culture created 
that spills into Belmont St.

It is vital that there is free nearby 
parking for 45ms 

This could be a real culture and food 
hotspot

This is a beautiful spot and needs to 
be fully used and embraced by 
careful design

It is vital we have segregated and 
safe bike lanes and pavements. They 
should have priority and be linked to 
the communities and city centre in a 
manner that makes them easy and a 
pleasure to use.

It would be a waste of resources not 
to reuse and update our current 
facilities. Why build a new stadium 
at the beach when we could 
repurpose the old grounds? We have 
a ski slope at Garthdee - improve 
that. Watersports makes sense at 
the beach.

Union Street is Aberdeen's heart and 
should remain so. It should not be 
pedestrianised, this is already causing 
access difficulties around the City  as a 
whole and for people getting buses etc. 
Shop rates should be reduced to allow 
them to thrive (the closure of the 
successful cat cafe for example was due 
to the increase in rates). Maybe a free 
shuttle bus from the station could be 
handy running the length of Union St (as 
in Manchester). A direct walkway from 
station/Union Sq to Union St would also 
be helpful (eg through to the Trinity 
Centre without all the steps)

It is a shame this area was ruined by 
the building of Marischal Square - 
once the old council building was 
down the view from Schoolhill was 
stunning taking in Marischal College 
and Provost Skenes, what an 
opportunity to make something 
special with fountains and trees - 
ruined

Do not see the need to do anything 
here

No more ridiculous cycle lanes 
please - we are fortunate that there 
is ample space for cars, bikes and 
pedestrians at the beach. What is 
needed is repair to the steps that 
access the beach, a decent children's 
playground next to Beach Ballroom 
and tree planting along the length of 
the beach. The open areas need to 
remain unbuilt on as travelling 
shows use them. City connections 
are good already but more buses can 
be appreciated

As stated before improvements can 
be made to children's play park and 
some more facilities but not at 
expense of open areas and changing 
Aberdeen beach's identity. A good 
skatepark would be a bonus.

Without changing the external iconic 
ballroom it would be good to see it 
in use and the playpark next to it 
needs updating for children. A 
decent skatepark would be a bonus 
too.



Lower business rates and more outdoor 
cafes and bistros. 
Reusing the buildings we already have 
throughout the city for affordable 
housing rather than new commuter 
villages.

There’s no shops anymore it feels sad and 
derelict now it needs more 
encouragement to get buisenesses in that 
are not just Poundland 

The west end is great. Make sure 
that buisenesses continue to thrive 
there please, listen to their needs 
and concern this is where we have a 
lot of wonderful local businesses but 
we could still do with more  

It would be great to have some sort 
of covering/ lights across Belmont 
street to make it a real focal point 
and weather protected somewhat 

Castlegate does not feel very safe at 
the moment We do still need parking too X X

Forget that low emissions zone or 
remove Virginia street from it. 

Extend improvement to Footdee area



Encourage retail to be on union square, 
should have the feel of The Royal mile. 
Union square killed the footfall. If 
pedestrianised no need for wide 
pavements. Encourage open air street 
performances Allow emerging talent to 
showcase maybe make regional heats 
and best gets showcased - gets life back 
into the city centre. maybe a battle of the 
bands in each genre. Could be acting too. 

This doesn't need to be a seperate 
destination of union street back in 
80's it naturally was supported. 
Encouraging business away from 
Union square and visitors knowing 
there is more to do out side of that 
block- sorry but i don't see it 
publicising the things around 
Aberdeen and 5 mins to here 15 
mins to the beach. How much travel 
foot fall is lost that they stay in the 
square visiting chains for say 1.5 hrs? 
they could have been encouraged to 
venture between their connections 
etc to see more of the silver city. This 
in turn helps the west end by being 
in a centralised map

not keen to pedestrianise over the 
art gallery side as if plans work to 
make union street better carparking 
at harriet street becomes important. 
union street is my first fix. however 
My over riding comments are please 
please look at using Marschal college 
as a tourism draw.. Its the 2nd 
largest granite building in the world. 
Granite and its history is Aberdeens 
Unique selling point this leads me to 
say save the quarry and make sure 
its history is not lost in more 
housing. Aberdeen city has too much 
new housing going on. This is 
devaluing the property that people 
in the shire and city have invested in 
and is making the area struggle in 
these economic times. Allow 
landlords rights in decisions of what 
happens in the city rather than the 
tenants who may just be passing 
through and have no interest. 
Maybe issue grants to help 
rennovate the classic city centre 
streets so that trees growing from 
chimney pots etc can be removed. 
Joint grants for improvements to 
inside shared stair spaces & gardens. 

people need to know how close they 
are to the beach so improving the 
travel is good

young persons venue to encourage 
performance - council encourage 
this via schools bringing city and 
shire to use would encourage the 
footfall. Alot of talent in the region 
and maybe giving as a free 
subsidised venue for schools allows 
this to blossom and could be used on 
live streaming from the venue, such 
great character in the building. 
Dance would be good too maybe a 
championship of scottish dancing 
with age categories? Again the world 
loves seeing the dancing so monthly 
dance offs that get streamed.

No more flats W e have too many flats 
being built making it difficult for people 
who want to sell their flats or houses 
More shops we have to go to Glasgow or 
Edinburgh now to get decent shops. 
There is hardly anything on Union Street 
Don’t go into town much any more to 
shop. It’s ok Lovely building not used enough

The main issue with union street is all the 
empty buildings not sure this addressed 
here

Currently a wasted space. This 
should have been fully utilised 
before creating other public spaces. 
More could be done here

Public transport must be improved 
for there to be any point in 
improvements as they must be 
accessible

Public transport or better parking or 
both must be key to make this 
accessible



I know it's Scottish weather but cafe 
culture is possible here and brings life to 
the city, if it's kept clean and tidy. Other 
city's manage to clean streets and tidy 
throughout the night so why not here 
too?

Union Street leading to Castlegate is 
the city centre, reopening managed 
public toilets, allowing street culture 
to continue after lockdown, keeping 
everything clean with transportation 
links to outlying areas will draw 
people in and encourage them to 
stay, getting life back in. Need to 
allow street entertainment and 
regular weekly markets too. 

If this is treated like the Union Terrace 
fiasco what’s the point!

We should not try and force union street 
to be the heart of the city, granted it still 
has a place in Aberdeen but the fact that 
it hasn't modernised over the past  10 - 
20 years shows its time has passed.  The 
wider pavement sections and outdoor 
dining HAVE to remain, however who 
wants to sit outside with combustion 
engine exhausts blowing up your nose?  If 
the council wont make good the 
discussion on pedestrainising Union 
Street, then as part of the promotion of 
the North East being THE place for green 
energy and renewables the the city and 
council need to show some invention and 
lateral thinking.  Only Convert buildings 
to Eco design, more green space and 
carbon reduction methods.  NO 
combustion engines in city centre = 
electric only vehicles only.  These would 
show some out the box thinking for a 
change. 

Keep and promote outdoor café 
culture that has emerged over the 
last year.  We need as a city to also 
be promoting the food produce we 
have here in the North East, its the 
best water and meat in the world, 
lets sell it.   

the fanzone set-up that has been 
utilised here before has worked well. 
Its such a beautiful space but again 
its ruined by road traffic and 
pollution going all around you all the 
time. 

The beach front and entire area 
needs a complete overhaul.  Its the 
only City and beachfront that I know 
of that has all the buildings off of the 
water front or built completely 
facing away from the water. 
We need to embrace the view and 
water and closely connected the sea, 
sand with the public and  
recreational opportunities that are 
there but aren't acted on.  Again 
some lateral thinking to promote 
Aberdeen as a green hub and green 
Energy leader supporting similar City 
Centre plans is required.   

Yes lets catch up with other world 
cities and have Water sports area at 
waterfront and encourage walking 
and cycling routes at water front and 
removing the car risk to child cyclists.

Lovely building, would be a shame to 
lose its design and destroy it 
completely.   Again the history of 
access and not being directly on 
beach front and utilising the view 
potential it has has worked against it.
Perhaps moving or extending the 
building out over that road area and 
have views of sea and water would 
bring it back to life, because if the 
design is done right with internal and 
external space it would be utilised all 

 year long. 

I do not think the beach is a suitable 
place for a new stadium. It would 
completely swamp the beach 
ballroom. Any new developments 
should enhance the area , and allow 
people to appreciate the natural 
environment. The building that the 
range is in is a complete eyesore on 
the beach front and looks like a 
warehouse.



Union Street looks horrendous. It is an 
eyesore. Dilapidated buildings with 
weeds growing out of them. Repopulate 
the city center by renovating these 
buildings. I’ve spent the past twenty 
years working internationally, and 
everyone talks about how fantastic 
Aberdeen is with good access to the 
outdoors, but also how hideous the city 
Centre has become.
Knock down John Lewis and trinity 
Centre, then roof over market st to bridge 
st. 

Used to look good. Now too many 
charity / 99p type stores and 
takeaway food outlets. 

Knock down the eyesore tower 
blocks, which would improve the 
skyline and sight lines to the beach, 

Needs renovating as does the leisure 
Centre next door. 

Encourage more quality retail, building 
improvement, remove the row of 2 
storey butt and bens and replace with 
quality architecture with mixed use 
permissions from the outset. Planning 
control and neglectful landlords have 
constrainted it to the point of collapse.

Improvements and investment to 
bring to the level of Belmont street.

Belmont Street is a successful street 
and more of this level of 
improvement and investment needs 
to take place over the rest of the 
city's side streets. A network of lanes 
with cafe culture, arts 
businesses...let the city flourish.

Make it a pleasant environment to 
dwell and enjoy a cup of coffee in a 
piazza full of life. Look to Belgium or 
Holland to see how well used their 
public spaces are. Public art, street 
culture, quality retail and hospitality 
with outdoor seating...this could be 
the destination for Brunch! 

Improve building streetscape, 
encourage more quality retail. The 
buildings are very haphazard, should 
we have a design guide which sets 
standards to a more cohesive level  
with elements that tie it together 
such as signage, street furniture, 
lighting and canopies? What about 
an area for family beach huts? 
Selling/ Auctioning leases to these 
might help pay for improvements.

Perfect location for new Aberdeen 
stadium 
It would be great to rebuild the 
victorian glass viewing house at the 
end of the boulevard with sea 
watersport and life guards in the 
area.

Definitely wide open green space to 
encourage families for picnics, walks 
and active time together 

We need to keep our one city club 
that has given so much to the 
community particularly in last 18 
months in the City. A focal point of a 
new stadium with other sporting 
facilities built around like a campus; 
not in isolation. If the council was 
truthful, have more hindered than 
supported Aberdeen FC in their 
stadium search over many years; 
now is the time. 

Allow buses to use the full length of 
union street so everyone can get to the 
centre of town by bus

It's fine with just a good tidy up, 
owners of building to remove 
greenery in gutters and rooftops, 
make it look good for new business 

Even though our weather dictates it 
won't be popular all year round, 
open air seating is a good option

Could be the gateway to beach if it 
was tidied up,unkept, run down, 
weed strowen walkways just look 
uninviting and  in some cases scary  
certainly not where families and 
mature folks would care to walk 
down

There needs to be access by road, 
and parking, allow more for the 
public to do, make the boulevard 
more attractive 

Not everyone has the capacity to 
walk around the beach area, families 
need more affordable activities to 
please more than 1 or 2 
smallerchildren

Could defiantly be used more, needs 
more management for extra activities 



Union street currently is an uninviting eye 
sore. It desperately needs revamping, to 
be more pedestrian friendly, pleasing to 
the eye, more plants and welcoming 
spaces, more affordable shop spaces for 
independent businesses to run and 
thrive. It looks so run down and is an 
embarrassing part of the city currently

Great place for arts and crafts and 
artisan food outlets

Perfect area for outdoor dining as it's 
sheltered and appealing area

Need a Castlegate centre celebrating 
history of the area - large 3D models 
showing the castle and surrounding 
area through the ages; recreated 
street scenes. Feeing market history. 
Other museums have a little but 
would be great to really show what 
was here in the past. Get rid of the 
grotty shop fronts and inappropriate 
shops. 

What about a beach visitor centre 
celebrating the wildlife you can see 
at the beach and looking at how 
beach use has changed- prehistory 
to present. Improve the children's 
parks and have a drinks kiosk with 
manned safe and clean family toilet 
facilities. Need a walk in cafe restaurant 

Refurbish and re-open the 
BonAccord Baths.Please

Get rid of Poundland, vape shops, charity 
shops etc that are making Union Street a 
non-destination for shopping. 
Pedestrianise & introduce outdoor cafes, 
bars etc to make it more continental & 
draw people in

The amount of betting, charity and pound 
shops is horrendous. 

Feels unsafe- more stuff like peacock 
visual arts

Really important to upgrade this 
area of city. Lots of small 
independent business needing our 
support and encouragement 

Having more public space and room for 
outdoor seating is something I’d love to 
see more of on a pedestrianised union 
street, I think this will also help 
encourage businesses and restaurants 
into the buildings are the for let signs 
which scatter union street just now are 
an eyesore.



It seems utterly bizarre to me to have 
such fine neo-classical architectural 
examples on Union street given over to 
bookies and charity shops while new 
shopping centres are being built but this 
is the way things have been developing 
all over the country not just Aberdeen. 
I’d like to see all the cheapness gone from 
Union street and smaller independent, 
upmarket stores trading. Classy shop 
fronts, muted signage of yesteryear...a 
real shopping destination. We need to 
create more of an experience in retail 
which can’t be obtained online. Union 
street is stunning, it deserves much 
thought put into its regeneration.

Aberdeen has one of the finest 
examples of Art Deco architecture in 
the Bon Accord baths and I firmly 
believe that it should be thoughtfully 
resuscitated, preserving its sycamore 
panelling and chrome fittings in the 
reception, timber seating and cool 
interwar colour scheme. It is right up 
there with some of the very best 
examples in Europe, like UTG it just 
needs some cash (a lot) and to be 
cherished. 
We must preserve our historic 
architecture for future generations, 
it’s an epic building and merits a 
rising from the ashes, from the brink 
of oblivion. 
Many pools suffering the same fate 
in England and Europe have been 
restored, why not our very own 
Uptown Baths? 

Union Street is a disgrace with amount of 
empty units and soulless chains or 
discount stores being the main shops 
now...

The beach is nowhere near being 
used to it's potential.

Bring back traditional look with a twist, 
make it places people want to go, look 
nice and have a coffee outside and watch 
the people go by 

The whole of Union Street should be 
pedestrianised, except from traffic access 
to rose street, golden square to crown 
street, union terrace to bridge street. 
Pedestrianise market Street to broad 
Street. The castle gate could be a great 
area for café and pubs and stalls.

The old public toilets and units and 
seating areas need to be brought 
back to life. The road in front of the 
cafes should be pedestrianised. The 
toilets in the playpark across from 
the beach ballroom should be 
opened.

Need more local businesses to fill empty 
buildings

Need a reason to go to Union St.  Green 
spaces with space to sit would be a good 
start.

Again, need a reason to visit the 
beach.
Having more mixed use pace would 
help.



The surface of the Catlegate is a 
disgrace, more befitting of a 
medieval market square, than a large 
public space. The granite setts 
should remain, but level as is the 
case on College Bounds and the High 
Street.

Serious cycle lanes & pedestrianise at 
least half.

Cycle lanes, incl. into city centre. 
Esplanade is wide!

A cycle *network*, complementary 
to what?

Beautiful architecture hidden by cheap 
shops and tacky shop signs. Pedestrianise 
and create a continental cafe culture and 
arts. Very run down, choked with fumes. 
Create cafe areas on the pavements like 
every other city. There should be more to 
uniting street than charity shops, cheap 
shop signs and bars. Use the outdoors 
creatively 

Create a theme of use for the area. 
It’s a nothing place just now. Could 
be a great area for pop up dining or 
cafes

It’s just an area for junkies to shoot 
up now. Needles everywhere. Better 
lighting, cctv and why not pop up 
cafes and food stalls. Create a theme 
for the area then message and build 
to that. 

Copy successful examples in other cities Keep it quaint

It's wasted space at the moment. A 
light tram from Castlegate to 
Esplanade would be fabulous and a 
real showpiece for the city.

Close Esplanade to through traffic. 
20mph limit is ignored. No safe 
turning spots for drivers. Centre is 
used as overtaking lane. Horrible 
place! 

Get the basics right first - toilets, 
changing facilities, lockers and fresh 
water showers.

ACC city centre policies in recent decades 
have worked against Union Street, eg Bon 
Accord Centre, Union Square, Marischall 
College and Square.

There are far more urgent priorities 
in the city: Union Street, George 
Street and the Beach Area generally.

ACC have very recently lopped and 
removed a beautiful canopy of city 
centre deciduous trees here. Still 
way down the priority pecking order 
as an area of environmental 
enhancement and need. 

A place that time has forgotten. Too 
remote and unconnected to be of 
any major benefit to the main city 
centre presently and was hugely 
disadvantaged by the rerouting of 
beach area access years ago. 

Neglected eyesore with a poor level 
of municipal priority, maintenance 
and investment.

ACC beach sport closures in recent 
decades: Pitch and Putt; Putting x 2; 
Tennis; Lawn Bowling. The beach 
front is a neglected and 
embarrassing eyesore for the city 
with primarily only commercial 
facilities on offer to the public. Huge 
potential here to enhance and 
harness natural environment 
features.

Great potential but shabby Beach 
Environment and surroundings 
disadvantage it hugely. Connected 
policies, priorities and action 
required. 

This was always the city centre. All busses 
pass here.
It needs to have easier access for 
everyone.
More parking. Free parking. Reduced 
rates for all business on Union Street and 
around.
No one wants to carry shopping to a 
bicycle or a bus to go home. 

Return traffic to the way it was, 
remove clutter and give free parking 



Union Street looks a mess. So many 
empty shops. There is nothing to draw 
people in. It is an embarrassment to 
anyone visiting the city. So much litter 
and not a nice place to visit. It should be 
the heart of the city. Somewhere that 
makes aberdeen proud. The buildings 
need maintained, shop fronts restored 
and something to draw people in to fill 
the empty spaces and not just with 
chains. Independent places. High end 
shops. Look at Glasgow and Edinburgh 
they do not have the same disappointing 
high street as we do

Cafe culture, especially independent 
places would make an amazing 
difference to union Street. Bringing 
people back in

The beach should be somewhere 
that families and individuals come 
down and spend the whole day. Lots 
of activities that aren't too 
expensive. Somewhere that you can 
get the chance to try new activities 
too such as sea 
kayaking/paddleboarding/indoor ski 
slopes. It is a great space that could 
be utilised more

need a better pavement to get from train 
station to union street. Bridge street and 
market street aren't great in a wheelchair.

the one way system is very confusing 
in that area

you need to do something about the 
seaguls!! Other city's do not have 
the same probably with them as we 
do in Aberdeen

Outdoor seating would be great if 
you can do something about the 
seagul that attack people with food! 

where is the cycling infrastructure??? 
councillors are failing cyclists and 
allowing the city to remain a traffic sewer 
full of 2000s diesel audis which spew 
black smoke everywhere

you are absolute cowards for 
removing the bike lanes. that road is 
ridiculously wide and adding the 
protected lanes meant drivers would 
actually stick to the 30mph limit 
rather than treating it like the right-
hand lane of a motorway

Pedestrianisation of the upper end of 
union Street and castlegate with partial 
roofing would allow this to develop as a 
social/dining area to bring people back to 
town. This will benefit retail nearby.

The conversion of the upper end of 
union Street and castlegate as a 
social and dining space would also 
boost footfall for retail.

A stadium with adaptability for 
multiple uses would be a massive 
boost to the city. Adaptability for use 
for rugby for example may also be of 
national benefit.

Generally want to see improved 
cycle access connecting lots of areas 
in the city.

The pavements are wide enough. If Union 
street is pedestrianised where does the 
traffic go? The road layout in the centre 
of town does not fit with 
pedestrianisation. This could also have a 
negative impact on union square and 
Union street. I think the reason Union 
square is so popular is because it has 
ample parking. Making it more difficult 
for people to drive into the city only 
deters them from visiting. 

No point improving access to the 
beach from the Castlegate as people 
still have to find there way there. 
This could cause huge congestion. 

Plenty of parking needs to be a 
priority. It is unrealistic to expect 
children, elderly, people with 
disabilities & people who live 
outwith the city centre to walk or 
cycle there, essentially excluding 
them from accessing the area. 
Making it easy to get to & park is the 
best way to encourage people to 
visit.

There has to be appropriate parking 
& enough spaces for people to visit 
the area. Children, elderly,   people 
outwith the city centre and people 
with disabilities should be able to & 
envouraged to visit. It is unrealistic 
to expect them to walk or cycle to 
the area or have to take two or three 
modes of transport. Making it easy 
to get there & park there is the best 
way to encourage people to use it.
Do not put the new stadium there. It 
will be a disaster.



Bon Accord Baths should rightly be a 
major part of our revitalised city 
centre experience in future.

Attract better shops and more cafe 
culture. There is absolutely 0% interest to 
go to city centre for some of us

Bring back the single lane traffic 
going north and south

Create a water sports centre and 
marina at the Foot Dee area of the 
beach next to the harbour wall with 
a proper slipway to the water.

Permanent pedestrianisation would be a 
mistake, as the present situation has 
proved! Union Street was something to 
be proud of, but now is a disgrace, with 
dangerous cyclists and scooter riders and 
frustrated motorists and bus passengers!

Rosemount place is utterly 
ridiculous!

The present paving is very 
dangerous, with poorly laid blocks. 
Where is health and safety?

Reduced rates for city centre commercial 
properties to support innovative small 
business to start to help rebuild those 
who had to close. Focus on outdoor 
spaces and keep the terraces. Lots of city 
centre flats are vacant and struggling to 
be let /sold so not sure that more homes 
is a priority at all. 

The outdoor cafe culture at Belmont 
has been incredible, it really changes 
the vibe of the city centre with very 
little financial outlay for ACC Keep outdoor terraces and seating

Continued maintenance of toilets, 
reopening of toilets on Donmouth 
side, improvements to walkways 
)/boardways at Donside (deteriorate 
quickly over winter). Support and 
continue to endorse the small pop 
up cafes /food trucks along the 
esplanade. It creates a from the 
ground up  eclectic vibe

Scotsurfs is doing a great job at 
improving the water sports offering 
at the beach and should be 
supported. Great guy. Renovate 
existing park. Approach staxx to see 
if beach collective can be supported 
to be regular in the summer. 
Possible location for staxx? Unsure 
about the new stadium, would cause 
a lot of disruption. 

Union street empty shops should be 
turned into art/street food/craft hubs. 
Rates/ incentives or grants might help

The square at the Castlegate would 
be perfect for outdoor 
dining/pub/entertainment centre if 
the surface could be more even.



Increasing the residential populations of 
Union street and the surrounding city 
centre is vital to the longevity and 
sustainability of the city. The work that 
has started with developers should 
continue to be encouraged and enabled.  

boulevard is very car focused and 
the route is cut off by large 
roundabouts and dual carriageways. 
Has the introduction of the AWPR 
allowed a deprioritisation of this 
route at all? 

We need some life on Union St. keep the 
part that is  already pedestrianised î and 
give that a face lift . The shops that are 
empty need life .  They could be rented 
per week for pop up shops art galleries 
hubs charity drop of points once on the 
go things will stand  outwhat suits.  I have 
never understood when Union square 
was built why Union Sq and the Trinity 
centre were never linked properly 
At the back door of the Trinity centre 
there should be an elevated enclosed 
walkway over the road . Going straight 
into Union Sq
How are disabled meant to go from one 
to the other . Stirling had this design 40 
years ago  the shopping centre is linked 
to their car park with a lift in the car park 
which takes you  up to the glass walkway 
over the road 
Job done .    The stairs connecting  are out 
of date I expected big things when closed 
a few years ago what a disappointment 
No disabled though at all.  Visitors would 
never know it’s there. I don’t know how 
many times I have been stopped and 
asked directions.  Clear linkage to allow 
these different centres  to be linked and 
please do not put silly coloured feet on 

Keep free car parking families need 
these outdoor spaces badly the 
beach makes people happy. No 
traffic on the Esplanade 
And have cafe culture. Any area for 
pop up 
Stalls/shop for arts and crafts etc 

Clean buildings and allocate a sky bar and 
event space

Bring the olde world look back to the 
streets in the area

Modernise the beach boulevard and 
improve toilets 

Union Street needs a real good power 
blast from the castle gate to Holborn 
street. The buildings look and are manky. 
Make the owners or run down building 
responsible for the up keep and give 
them time scales to complete work. Use 
the empty shops as mini market places, 
small stalls for start up business. Get 
more people into the centre of town and 
bring the life back to it 



Union Street needs to be improved. Cafe 
Culture will be key to reigniting a sense of 
"bustle" in the city-centre. ACC need to 
manage the businesses that front onto 
this main thoroughfare to ensure they 
reflect what the city needs. 

Cafe culture to remain in the West 
End seeing more outdoor seating 
and improved lighting.

I think this is important but should 
be a later phase following on from 
Union St ped zone.

Needs to be more "places for 
conversation" seating along the 
beachfront is very minimal. Design 
up options for landscaping with 
integrated seating areas. 

Remove all traffic from the Belmont 
area except delivery vehicles and 
ban deliveries in articulated or big 
lorries.

The Beach Ballroom seems outdated 
- it's not an attractive to any local or 
visitor. It's fairly depressing

Restyle as an Italian style piazza 

Save the Bon Accord baths Save the Bon Accord baths Save the Bon Accord baths

Renovate Bon Accord Baths! Renovate Bon Accord Baths! 



I personally do not support in any 
way the spending of council funds on 
the building of a new stadium. I do 
not think the city would see any 
tangible benefit given the proposes 
location is geographically so close to 
the existing stadium, and therefore 
do not feel that there would be any 
benefit to the people of Aberdeen 
either logistically in terms of traffic 
management, or in terms of income 
generation given the fans would still 
be arriving at roughly a very similar 
location (and to be honest aside 
from for the football club and the 
transport companies, I am skeptical 
that many local businesses see much 
profit from the football crowds to 
begin with. I'm sure some local pubs 
do get increased footfall on match 
days, however I'm not sure selling a 
few extra pints is reason for the local 
council to spend millions on a new 
stadum). 



I think my low scores says it all.  the 
council says much, but delivers little in 
terms of the above, certainly at the 
moment.  While I appreciate that the 
council had to do something in terms of 
social distancing, what they did is not 
very practical, nor is it appealing.  We 
have lost Debenhams, and then John 
Lewis.  Rumour has it that we will also 
lose Marks & Spencer from Union Street.  
that means that there will be no more 
[major] department stores in Aberdeen.  
That being the case, why would people 
come into the city centre?  I know the 
council are up against it, as are many 
councils just now.  Nonetheless, the 
council really is doing little to entice 
people back into the centre of Aberdeen.  
On the one hand the council says it has 
no money.  Yet at the same time, money 
can be found to spend on other things, 
such as a football ground by the beach.  
the council REALLY needs to get its act 
together, AND to start listening to what 
the people of Aberdeen want and are 
saying they want, or Aberdeen will just go 
back to being a provincial wee town.
IF the council still choose to pedestrianise 
Union Street, then something will need to 

It really fits in with my previous 
comments.  A balance has to be 
found between improving the 
aesthetics of the area via practicality 
and viability , in relation to both 
maintaining business and allowing 
appropriate traffic flow.  Cutting off 
access to one area, will inevitably 
lead to bottlenecks and traffic jams 
elsewhere.

As Belmont Street is already 
pedestrianised, and there are 
already street cafes, there is not a lot 
that needs to be done to this part of 
town.  However, buildings 
maintenance/upkeep is must, 
everywhere.

See all previous comments.  Also, if 
this is actioned, then there needs to 
be a good flow between/with other 
pedestrianised  and plaza areas.  
Otherwise you're just back to 
extremely unhelpful traffic 
flow/problems/bottleneck.  People 
do not caome back to a city centre is 
that is a constant.

See all previous comments.  traffic 
flow, and parking, is already a BIG 
problem.  Why add to it, AND to 
existing traffic issues/problem 
areas?! 

Much the same as all previous 
comments.  It also depends on who 
is all this aimed at?  It all seems 
geared to young/er people.  What 
about older, and less able people - 
especially as Aberdeen, in line with 
other places in Scotland, has an 
aging population.  What is exactly is 
being done, or is going to be done, 
to cater to and to support this group? 

See all other previous comments.  
Plus, this could provide some 
support to older/less able citizens of 
Aberdeen, in a central, focused and 
genrallly easy to get to facility. 

Tidying of beach esplanade more 
regularly, daily if possible, and 
installation of more bins.  This would 
instantly make it more attractive . 

Urban greening of Castlegate.

To improve Union Street, we need more 
people, green areas and 
cafe/restaurant/bar terraces on the 
street. No cars or busses, only cycling and 
walking in the section from Union Terrace 
Gardens to Market Street.  

We need a pedestrian/cycling bridge 
from Castlegate to Beach boulevard 
to go over that horrendous busy 
roundabout with traffic going five 
directions. That’s the worst part of 
your walk from the city centre to the 
beach. 

Open union up to traffic and remove 
clutter from cov id Remove all cluster  and open it up Leave as it is

Heated outdoor areas for cafe 
culture to succeed during 
autumn/winter months.

Putting a football stadium in the 
proposed area would be out of 
proportion with the wider 
environment; overshadow the beach 
ballroom and ruin what is a pleasant 
outdoor space.



Vital for Aberdeen to keep all the 
money spent attending sport and 
other events in the city centre, need 
a vibrant city centre for the city to 
thrive.  Sports and other large events 
attract big numbers of people who 
want to spend money.

Essential this area is developed well as 
needs remain heart of centre joining so 
many areas up.

Would work well as travel hub with 
buses in and out 

I feel this should remain a separate 
area from city centre. New 
swimming pool or upgraded leisure 
centre needed. Football stadium 
could be here too. Skiing provided 
elsewhere no need to replicate 

A football stadium would cramp and 
dominate Aberdeens prime beach. 
Parking and traffic nightmare 
Kingswells already has the traing 
facilities that wre supposed to be 
essential to a new stadium. If city 
stadium is wanted then retain the 
existing with some improvements. 
Use City money saved on critical 
stuff like Union Street

No new football stadium!

Don't even think about putting the 
football stadium there, it's a 
disgusting idea

Dirty and uninviting.
Please repair all the damaged 
railings .

New toilets required. The whole 
front is tired looking and needs 
revamp.

Open up Union Street to buses as the 
elderly cannot get to the shops easily as it 
is now.
Disabled people (not people with 
disabilities that is abelist and not what 
we prefer) struggle with uneven 
pavements. The town's a disgrace with 
empty shops
Pedestrianise the street, add stalls and 
cafes along the centre, remove all traffic 
from the street

The beach between cordonas and 
Burger King should be fully 
pedestrianised



Rates too high

Having a West End just causes yet 
another split in the shopping areas 
and the shops there are no different 
to elsewhere 

Back Wynd is a rat run for deliveroo 
etc even although it’s supposed to 
be pedestrianised. Too many beer 
lorries blocking Gaelic Lane causing 
risk if emergency services were 
needed.

Castlegate is dire. Could make more 
of the space by offering music and 
cafe culture 

Beach is fine without the Covid 
restrictions as plenty wide space.

Makes more sense to keep AFC in 
Aberdeen. Perfect area for all types 
of sports. Would help draw people 
to the area.

Beautiful building which could be 
available for a lot more events and 
used for many other reasons.

Looks a bit of a dive as so many tacky 
shops

Union street looks horrific, untouched for 
far too long. An embarrassment of a city 
centre. Must encourage use of all 
buildings, more outdoor living space 
required centrally modernisation. 
Personally for outdoor living to be 
effective in Scotland we need a roofed 
area creating protected outdoor living / 
eating in terms of weather but retaining 
the feel of being outdoors. There are higher priorities 

Exact location of an outdoor living 
space I’m less concerned about but 
we need one. The Belmont street 
area is probably as good as any 
particularly if the union Terrance 
gardens become a more useable 
space although developments for it 
currently are massively 
underwhelming 

Make it accessible to cars again 
Continue to allow motorhomes to 
overnight

Stop allowing shopping centres that do 
nothing to enhance the historic centre of 
the City.  Union Square has been a 
disaster for the city centre.  Ugly and soal 
less s place.  

Great space for outdoor activities.   
Just improve maintenance and 
cleaning of existing spaces.

No to football stadium.  Improve 
maintenance of existing facilities.  
Demolish the Range and cinema 
complex (extremely ugly) and make  
the  beach a destination for activities 
associated either the sea.  Not a 
shopping destination..  The city 
centre should be the destination for 
shopping and evening leisure.No to a 
football stadium.

No to new football stadium.  Keep 
existing transition extreme facility.  
Develop water sports because it is 
the beach.Improve public park - 
maintain and repair.  No to winter 
sports and E sports (it’s a beach!!!!!).

A lovely building  - improve repair 
and maintenance of existing building.

Union Street is such a mess, hardly any 
businesses in the shops. Needs to be 
redeveloped, encourage street art like 
Nuart, greener area. 

The outdoor area should be kept, 
such a great idea. Like Ashton Lane 
in Glasgow, should be a priority and 
improved for local independent 
businesses. 



The City Council and Aberdeen 
Football Club should be considering 
the social, commercial and tourism 
benefits of becoming the first club in 
the UK to own, operate and 
commercialize the UK’s first full 
enclosed football stadium. Given the 
erratic weather of the North East 
sporting, event and concert 
conditions would be guaranteed if 
such a benefit could be achieved. 

There’s nothing to attract people to 
union street. It’s an embarrassment 

This area is acceptable, pump 
resources into Union Street Beach area is ok

Aberdeen Council are responsible for 
disgraceful decline in the city centre. 
They are useless, sack the lot of them and 
ask Sir Ian Wood to run the city.

Aberdeen Council are responsible for 
disgraceful decline in the city centre. 
They are useless, sack the lot of 
them and ask Sir Ian Wood to run 
the city.

Aberdeen Council are responsible for 
disgraceful decline in the city centre. 
They are useless, sack the lot of 
them and ask Sir Ian Wood to run 
the city.

Aberdeen Council are responsible for 
disgraceful decline in the city centre. 
They are useless, sack the lot of 
them and ask Sir Ian Wood to run 
the city.

Aberdeen Council are responsible for 
disgraceful decline in the city centre. 
They are useless, sack the lot of 
them and ask Sir Ian Wood to run 
the city.

Get the new Dons stadium built 
NOW. Cut out unnecessary 
bureaucracy and red tape and get it 
done.  

Aberdeen Council are responsible for 
disgraceful decline in the city centre. 
They are useless, sack the lot of 
them and ask Sir Ian Wood to run 
the city.

Definitely have a football stadium to 
keep Aberdeen fc in the city.  More 
sports facilities at the beach front 
will bring more people and money to 
the city 



If you look at other major cities around 
Scotland, their main high street is the 
hub. Bustling with a range of different 
shops, cafes, bars etc. The buildings look 
tired and could do with the granite being 
sand blasted, similar to Marischal collage. 
Marischal Collage looks incredible now 
and Union street would really benefit 
from being brightened up. The amount of 
betting shops, charity shops and bargain 
stores, I feel, bring the city’s centre street 
down in terms of attraction. A bustling 
day time life into night time life needs to 
be achieved in order to rejuvenate Union 
Street. Making it a green area and the 
majority pedestrianised would really see 
Union Street coming back to life. 

Upkeep of buildings and cafe culture 
but include George Street as it looks 
tacky and downtrodden now Clean up old buildings 

The people already voted on raising utg 
with 50m donation what other city would 
refuse this!!!!

Winter sports are catered for 
elsewhere in the city. 

Too end of Union street from Holburn to 
bridge street needs to be sorted bus 
lanes open again and Bon accord street 
open again it’s chaos and as a delivery 
driver sometimes impossible 

Cycling down union street is much easier 
and safer since single 
carriageway/pedestrian area introduced.

A new stadium at a the beach keeps 
people in Aberdeen with the 
increased ability to spend money 
whilst also making the most of our 
beautiful coastline and keeping our 
heritage in the city

Pedestrianisation of Union Street has 
been a big mistake, it causes so much 
traffic congestion and makes the town 
centre so unattractive.

A new football stadium at the beach 
will ruin the beachfront and make it 
so unattractive for tourists.



Union Street is badly in need of being re-
born. No disrespect to the Poundlands 
stores but the city centre should be 
focussed on local produce and small 
businesses selling goods that encourage 
locals and tourists to come to Aberdeen.

This area is perfect for the creation 
of an outdoor cafe culture.

I'm slightly biased here but would 
love for AFCto build a stadium unlike 
any other that would symbolise 
Aberdonian's pride in their city. 
More should be spent on getting 
people cycling around Aberdeen. I 
love cycling but really don't feel safe 
cycling in and around the city. 
Providing greater access to more 
sports will encourage locals and 
provide another reason for students 
to want to come to Aberdeen

Ease of and cost of parking should be 
reviewed 

Do something to encourage people back 
into the city centre. Too many empty 
shops. Too many betting shops, charity 
shops and vaping shops. 

Do something about the speed limit 
at the beach. So many people ignore 
it. 

Do something about the speed limit 
at the beach, I have been at the 
beach regularly over the last year 
and a lot of cars ignore the speed 
limit and overtake. 

Make it pedestrianised from castle gate 
to bridge street 

Be fantastic to have a stadium fit for 
purpose and a showcase to make 
Aberdeen proud .

To be used again for people to enjoy 
what s on offer

Please look at getting average speed 
cameras installed on the road that 
runs along the beach!

get rid of the buses from the city centre - 
the fumes and noise make the area 
unpleasant

I think anything that can merge 
Aberdeen football clubs history with 
the future in the city is a big boost 
for everyone would love to see 
money be invested at the 
beachfront, would be brilliant to see 
this go ahead.



Try and encourage businesses to move to 
units on Union street by cleaning it up 
and making sure it is more tidy. Union 
street is now full of bookies, vape shops 
and bargain shops which just makes it 
look run down and rough. 

Public transport and cycles only between 
Market Street and Bridge Street

The football stadium is a must for 
the beach. Match day should be a 
walk from the city centre with family 
or friends with cafe’s/bars around 
including outdoor areas. 

The city centre isn’t visually pleasing. 
Whilst union terrace improvements will 
help, the Entirety of union street needs to 
be brighter and more colourful.

Promoting outdoor cafe culture will 
give residents variety in choice and 
encourage footfall in the city centre

Tram service from beach to union 
street or increase number 15 bus

Developing more leisure activities 
will help engage youth and promote 
Aberdeen as a tourist spot

Look up and about, it's an 
embarrassment and been abandoned for 
years. The road infrastructure without 
Union Street is totally inadequate.

It's been abandoned for years losing 
Union Street as a main street

Been doing downhill for years nothing 
but cheap shops, mobile repair and 
vaping shops. I avoid coming into city.

Pointless spending money on 
Belmont st if nothing is done to 
improve union street

Castle gate never been a popular 
gathering area in the city. Cant see 
that changing regardless how much 
is spent on it Tackle the problem of car racing etc.

Union street looks awful just now with 
the wooden boxes at the side of the 
street (which looks like they are waiting 
for the bin lorries to take them away). 
Union street needs to be paved over 
instead of having the existing 
road/markings in place. Its all or nothing 
or its not worth doing. 



It’s disgraceful that Union St has been 
allowed to die and the cancer of betting 
shops and pound shops have replaced 
prestigious shopping. Pedestrianising 
Union St is pointless until there is a good 
foot fall or shopping reason to do so 
otherwise it’s just another inconvenience 
to make transport (and therefore people) 
more difficult into the city centre. If it 
does end up this way due regard needs to 
be taken to have suitable drop-off points 
at either end and convenient parking to 
access the city heart as we all still need to 
use cars especially those accessing the 
centre from outside the city. Forcing 
people through inconvenience to satisfy a 
green political agenda doesn’t work. 
Unless there are the facilities to support 
pedestrianisation such as shops, cafes, 
restaurants & bars with outside eating 
etc, then it’s just pedestrianisation 
without a purpose and an empty space to 
get from A to B with added 
inconvenience for transport. Considering 
eating, drinking and artistic quarters on 
pedestrianised streets and areas that 
feed off Union St would be a better 
solution (ie Belmont St). Re Building & 
Maintenance, isn’t this the Council's 

Great idea provided alternative car 
access to Union St is properly 
thought through that doesn’t add 
additional inconvenience in the 
alternative route(s) to get to the 
main thoroughfairs, ie Holborn St & 
junction, Union St and access to the 
east of the city. It needs to be more 
than just pedestrianisation for it to 
work and be accepted, it needs to 
have all the facilities that goes with a 
Quarter as a destination

Why permanently pedestrianise 
Harriet St / Flourmill Lane ? There 
seems to be an obsession with 
pedestrianisation without good 
reason or support at the expense of 
making it more inconvenient for 
transport to move around the 
city…which is the main method most 
people use to get into the city 
especially from outside it ! There is 
even less of a reason to do this now 
with John Lewis closing down and no 
real supporting attractions on 
Upperkirkgate that would cause 
people to spend time in this area 
other than to cross the road to 
access another shopping centre ! 
Aren’t you supposed to be 
encouraging these businesses to 
relocate back to Union St ?…Convert 
the shopping centre into a big indoor 
coffee culture space ideal for a cold, 
windy and wet city and have the 
shops relocate…then there may be a 
good reason to pedestrianise. 
I’m in favour of the Art Gallery Plaza 
and Belmont St are pedestrianisation 
but it’s going too far too quick to 
make the entire Schoolhill / 

There needs to be more cafe culture 
at the beach for all weathers along 
the Esplanade rather than a home 
department shopping store. It’s 
Aberdeen’s best natural asset and 
it’s exploited in the wrong way and 
not typical of any classy, foreign 
costal holiday resort. The green 
spaces are mostly unused and have 
been for years, mostly due to the 
inclement weather…time to build 
some appealing buildings with big 
glass frontages for winter and open 
outside terraces for summer dining 
and refreshments. Do we really need 
more unsightly sports and leisure 
warehouses here ?

Do we really need more warehouse 
type sports and leisure buildings at 
the beach over cafes, restaurants 
and boutique shop facilities that 
most major holiday resort 
destinations have ? Both summer 
and winter should be considered

Cafe, restaurant and dining with sea 
views also ? But get rid of that musty 
smell inside !

A stadium is a must, we must keep 
AFC at the heart of the city

Currently a disgrace, dirty, desperately 
needs a new lease of life

Under utilised, make more of it as 
it's a great venue

It needs to be cleaned up and re 
energised.  Its tired looking and dirty.  
Non inviting for outside visitors

T



Pedestrianised section of union street is a 
massive improvement, need to try to 
make this area the focus for remaining 
shops

There is quite a lot of traffic and 
parking in the Belmont street 
pedestrianised area - would be good 
to prevent this.

Winter sports centre at the Beach is 
not a good idea. Weather conditions 
in that location, particularly wind,  
will make it an unpleasant place to 
ski quite frequently in the winter. 
Also the seaspray will rapidly 
corrode ski lift infrastructure.  The 
existing centre at Garthdee is a much 
better location, is well used, and 
could be enhanced further (e.g 
renovate the 'green slope' to remove 
all the weed growth).
Very little detail provided on some of 
these proposals - cycle network for 
example. A safe cycling route 
between the beach and city would 
be useful - but only if a proper 
segregated route rather than just 
white lines painted on the road

A new football stadium at the heart 
of the community will benefit the city

Get more innovative ideas ideas like 
Qeen's Square ; Renewal of the indoor 
market; And the Bikers Yard

this gives an informal leisure space 
to balance the formal leisure 
facilities  provided not only for Local 
residents but so people from across 
the city can spend  a day there and 
Visitors/tourists can also enjoy the 
fresh air and informal  as well as  the 
existing more formal fun and games 
and education 

This is no place for a new football 
Stadium with the Large car and bus 
parking space needed to attract fans 
not only to the men's team but also 
the  ladies' team.  this wilt be at odds 
with the ambience provided  the 
other facilities which provide leisure 
activities to individuals.  An indoor 
trampoline could also be added

The current pedestrianisation of Union 
Street has had a very negative impact on 
the appearance and atmosphere, and has 
only emphasised just how empty and 
rundown Union Street is. People 
generally still stick to the pavements 
which are quite adequate. I personally do 
not think that it is safe to walk on the 
road due to the amount of cyclists who 
use this area as a thoroughfare. The lack 
of buses in this area also seems to deter 
many people from travelling to and from 
town. 

This is a very under used part of the 
town which is steeped in history. 
Much more could be made of this 
area to attract the public 



It has to be at the heart of what is 
planned. The granite is world famous. 
Can it be cleaned, brightened up.

After union Street this, I would 
imagine is the number 1 destination 
for families. Anything that is done 
needs to be Constable to all in 
aberdeen and not the privileged few 
as some can be priced out of making 
a trip here.

no pull to go there - minimal shops of 
interest; austere street that needs more 
variety and interest for all ages

More interest for all eg water play 
area for kids like Montrose (where 
many Aberdonians & others have to 
travel to for such) and many other 
places. 
 Free fun activity for all - and 
regardless of rich or poor as free.  
You say you want more things for 
children and young, and yet you 
have just removed the paddling 
pools at beach that were there and 
loved for decades - but just had sand 
dumped in them for years, and now 
removed. Unbelieveable decision. 
Also make Westburn Park water 
pools back to being useable paddling 
pools like in the 70s and before. I, 
and many more, have brilliant 
childhood memories at the pools at 
Westburn and the beach when 
growing up.  Now have to travel to 
Montrose to let my son have those 
memories, and friends do the same.  
RIdiculous in a city the size of 
Aberdeen - and when had/have the 
pools in situ already.  Other facilities 
to enjoy at beach too - and dont 
need to pedestrianise everywhere! 
No point in doing so, but nothing 

Must get water park for young - like 
at Montrose.  Should never have 
removed paddling pools had there, 
and which generations have adored 
over the decades. This then brings 
not just locals but others to the city 
and area. 

if Union Street was full of an eclectic type 
of business (e.g. office space, hospitality, 
retail), then people would want to spend 
time there. Also a need to have 
affordable parking, and leisure activities 
(i.e. if people are directed to Union 
Square, Beachfront, etc. then is it any 
wonder Union Street is a ghost town). This is essentially still Union Street. 

The esplanade is wide enough, and 
you do still need space for cars and 
traffic. It's parking which is the never 
ending problem. Havnt noted to 
improve the connections to the City 
Centre as have already notes this on 
the page previous - assume this 
would be two-way travel

No mention for the leisure centre/ice 
rink - these need to be flattened and 
built again in order to properly 
capitalise on the space and 
infrastructure within the area.



40,000 capacity for large events plus 
associated cark park, with escape 
routes to aberdeenshire north, west 
and south

Currently we have been hearing of a 
Masterplan for Union Street for some 
years, to be honest last time I was on the 
street it was depressing, I crew changed 
out of Blackpool in the late 90’s it was 
dirty, down in the doldrums & not a 
pleasant experience, since the downturn 
of O & G it seems less money is being 
spent on fabric maintenance & more 
money spent on projects that bring no 
value to the main artery of the city, the 
UTG redevelopment was an unnecessary 
expenditure that took funding from other 
areas that require attention. Further the 
rescue services have extreme difficulty in 
accessing between Bridge Street & 
Market Street, common sense must 
prevail & this area must be reinstated. 
Widen pavements if ACC cannot maintain 
the current pavement what chance would 
they have if pavements were widened?

Feel for traders in this area as they 
have become forgotten.

Cafe culture is unsuitable for the 
climate we live in, I am assuming if a 
public place or Plaza were to be put 
where suggested, this would be a 
further nail in the coffin for traders 
in this area, also assume that the 
road would no longer be available to 
vehicular traffic?

Return the area back to as it was 
with cobbles & re instate toilets if 
possible for the benefit of the 
community. 

Currently the area is a disaster for 
people to travel in with spaces for 
people. No need to make area 
priority for pedestrians, for centuries 
this area has evolved, the current 
measures in place have set the area 
back. 

at the moment, Union Street is a 
disgrace: shabby, abandoned, semi-
derelict, an outrage desperately requiring a face-lift abandoned, semi-derelict, shabby

no new stadium
It’s a mess need shops back good quality 
shops some nice restaurants more street 
cleaners emptying more bins more 
frequently 

Be creative think out the box make it 
so that visitors will want to return to 
our city cos at the moment who 
wants to come here NO ONE

Castle gate are needs brightening up 
all over 

Improve all beach public spaces by 
bringing back entertainment 
cleaning up the beach painting all 
public areas 

Beach ballroom should be 
demolished it’s an eye sore

More seating, flowers, farmer 
market area? Bring back Christmas 
Tree

Nairn has introduced a Splash Pad. A 
Splash Pad would be a great addition 
to our Beach area also

Should pedestrianise from Music Hall to 
Castlegate. The Market Street to 
Castlegate section has the benefit of 
creating a central plaza area given street 
width with the opportunity to appreciate 
the most impressive buildings on Union 
Street. Also better food and drink offering 
- Brewdog, Miller & Carter, Esslemont - 
for enhanced outside seating. Upkeep of 
buildings should be responsibility of 
building owners. Extend pavements rest 
of Union Street to get down to two lanes 
traffic. Encourage cafe culture

Biggest improvement in west end 
has been outside seating areas. Can 
now enjoy and appreciate the 
stunning buildings whilst out for a 
meal/drink. Encourage permanent 
use of Queens Terrace gardens for 
this. Will encourage people to live 
closer to the city centre 

I would like to see this area 
pedestrianised however wanted to 
save points for increased 
pedestrianisation of Union Street 
and beach improvements. Could Bon 
Accord Centre part fund this?

As above massive potential if this 
section of Union Street was also 
pedestrianised, or at least allow 
buses like Broad Street. The 
buildings in this part of Union Street 
are stunning and should have more 
areas to sit outside to enjoy the 
outlook. 

I would give one lane up of Beach 
Boulevard for walking, running, 
cycling etc. Create a child friendly 
route that takes you from Castlegate 
to the Beach. Lots of people target 
10,000 steps in a day so perhaps find 
a route from the city centre to beach 
and back that is 10,000 steps so that 
people end up in the city centre after 
to spend money

I would like all of these things to 
happen but ran out of points. With 
the downturn of retail and majority 
of offices and universities being out 
of town, it is absolutely critical that 
AFC remain in the beach area. I 
would also focus on creating a good 
quality kids park in the city centre, to 
give families a reason to go to Union 
Street before/after. 

I would include Beach Ballroom with 
AFC’s plan and let them try to make 
better use of it on match day and for 
functions etc



Keep the Pedestrianised area on Union 
Street, but Market Street, Guild Street 
and Bridge street has to be improved.  
The market Green seems to be ignored as 
its a stepping stone between Union 
Street and the Union Square shopping 
centre and the bus/rail station. 

Demolish Bon Accord centre as its a 
surplus to requirements. With its 
closure, it would encourage shops to 
relocate to the Trinity centre/Union 
Street where vacant property like 
the vacant unit where Debenhams 
used to be. I am sure Boots could 
relocate to the Trinity centre. How 
many Next stores does a city centre 
need. The old BHS could be 
developed into the indoor market 
and the existing building demolished 
and developed into a better sited 
shopping area to replace the bon 
accord centre. 

Castlegate has basically become an 
unused area, which could be put 
back as a public transport hub to 
encourage people to get back on the 
bus. especially if the Pedestrianised 
area is to remain on Union street.  

No Football Stadium

Build larger stadium, maybe 30000 
to hold other events such as live 
music, rugby and international 
football.

Union Street is currently an 
embarrassment. Must be prioritised 

Perhaps an outdoor gym within any 
new oarky

Keep Union Street traffic free

Make more use of the beach 
ballroom.

Make more use of beach ballroom. 

Let’s have more residential, well kept 
properties on Union Street.  Retail is not 
coming back to historic levels! 

Install a cleaning system so that the city 
centre is cleaned and washed everything 
night when the hustle and bustle have 
gone. From 11pm onwards, focus on 
regenerating the city centre and make it 
clean and appealing. 

There needs to be lower rates to attract 
local business to the city centre as lots of 
spaces available but overheads per 
month are just too great.  The curated 
Aberdeen Market is housing lots of small 
businesses and highlighting a gap for pop-
up shops or lower rates for businesses.

The outdoor vibe on Belmont Street 
has been great.

There isn't a need to have the beach 
one way in front of the restaurants.  
There is plenty space for pedestrians.

The beach ballroom is a great venue, 
great location, but needs to be 
updated and renovated.  It would be 
a great place to have smaller gigs 
once they are allowed again.



Open Union street, no pedestrian zones. 
Too many of the city’s areas are closed to 
allow flow of people.  Open castlegate to 
allow a flow to the beach.  The building of 
shopping centres effectively cut the 
arteries of the city.  Time to reopen it.  If 
you pedestrianise a section of i Union 
street you are taking away any future 
parades and celebrations. 

Conventional physical retail stores are 
virtually dead, especially large premises. 
Need to stop obsessing about empty 
shops, and change focus. 

Get the new pittodrie built, make a 
genuinely aspirational venue, bring 
Aberdeen into the 21st century

Union Terrace Gardens, if properly 
utilised, will provide green space for 
people to relax, have their lunch etc 
negating the need for planters and other 
such street furniture.  This lack of street 
clutter would in turn enable the 
pavements to be widened so that some 
outdoor seating could remain whilst 
leaving ample room for pedestrians, 
mothers with buggies, people with guide 
dogs etc.   In addition, St Nicholas 
churchyard could be improved by lighting 
the area in the evenings which would 
improve the look of the area and reduce 
the opportunity for nefarious goings on 
to take place  Extra bins should be place 
the length of Union Street to encourage 
people to dispose of their rubbish 
responsibly.  Bars which were also music 
venues throughout the city were closed 
down because residents complained 
about noise, what is to stop this from 
happening all over the city centre if more 
flats are created near bars and clubs?

If all these measures are put in place, 
will special arrangements be in place 
for local businesses getting their 
deliveries?

Create better parking for those 
attending functions, improve the 
disabled entrance to the main 
ballroom rather than the scruffy  
tradesman's entrance it is now.

The council needs to do something to 
encourage businesses to want to open up 
on Union Street and in the surrounding 
areas to get more people bakc into the 
city centre. It is depressing seeing what is 
happening to the heart of the city and 
what has been happening gradually over 
the last few years. Bus stops on 
pedestrianised areas of Union Street 
could be removed as are no longer 
needed.

The pavements along the beach 
need to be improved as they are not 
in a great state in parts. Public toilets 
done up and open for longer. Set up 
outdoor cafes / businesses along 
beach front

Beach Ballroom needs a bit of a 
spruce up and should be used for 
more events. A multi storey car park 
could be built behind it to help with 
parking for the venue and the Beach 
Leisure centre next door.



Pavement widening is a great idea. The 
outside spaces for eating and drinking 
should be kept. 
Owners of property must be told to keep 
them tidy.

Encourage Aberdeen Football Club 
to build a new Stadium at or close to 
Pittodrie 

Important that the home of 
Aberdeen FC is kept in the heart of 
Aberdeen

Improve focus on retail offerings and 
cleanliness. 

Look at places like Australia for what 
to do with the beach 

The beach needs so much money. 
It’s the best feature of Aberdeen but 
looks like the worst

Get whoever owns the empty retail units 
to clean the front of them up and make 
any necessary repairs to the unit front to 
make it appealing for new retailers/local 
business to move into.

Make better public transport 
connections to the beach retail 
park/leisure centre/queens links 
leisure park from Old 
Aberdeen/Seaton/Linksfield/Pittodrie 
 areas. 

Allow Aberdeen Football Club to 
build their stadium at the beach. 
Then use the Pittodrie site for a new 
neighbourhood park/council 
housing. With the new stadium at 
the Transition Extreme Sports Centre 
and former Hilton Hotel. 

Expand the Aberdeen Sports Village 
to the open field on Golf Road (open 
field next to Linksfield Road and the 
East End Club) to have extreme 
sports/watersports with the Sports 
Village.

Allow for concerts at the Beach 
Ballroom. Maybe sell off to O2 to get 
the gigs in Aberdeen. 

Union street has been widely neglected 
over a long period of time. This is a 
chance to transform Union Street & show 
off its magnificent buildings. 
Pedestrianisation as suggested and a link 
between Union Square and the Green 
would benefit Union Street. Bring the 
buildings into line with Marschial Square. 

Over my 30 years in the city I have 
watched it fall in to a proper mess 
Remove the hoardings of union bridge as 
the barrier has been completed. Remove 
the temporary pedestrianised section to 
allow access for all to the city centre. 



The beach is the wrong place for the 
stadium as it would spoil the 
amenity of the area. A stadium 
would be out of scale for that area 
which should focus on open spaces 
for people to do active leisure. Covid 
has resulted in many more aberdeen 
citizens recognising the unique value 
of the beach and a stadium would 
spoil it for good.

Make it a pedestrian area only. Lower 
rates for businesses. Please no more 
pound shops, bookies or charity shops. 
Encourage cafes, bistros, pubs, 
restaurants. 

Get rid of the unsightly and 
disgusting high rises

Best place for the new stadium. 
Incorporate the leisure centre. 

It looks run-down and needs urgent 
attention. The remedies above are useful 
but the crucial point is that many shops 
do not stay due to very high rent and tax 
rates.

The state of the streets further West 
is also a scandal. Some streets look 
like those I knew from the former 
communist Eastern block in Europe.

Maintenance of buildings applies to 
the whole city centre, not just here. 
Make sure to make it possible for 
smaller shops to pay the rent by not 
asking such high rates.

Create permanent weekly markets, 
here and at other locations in the 
city. Take an example from 
continental Europe where once or 
twice at least per week markets 
draw in people who then go on and 
shop elswhere.

The Games Arcade always put me off 
visiting this area except for walks on 
the beach.

Less games arcades and cheap food, 
more sports activities (there are not 
enough points to distribute here) 
and accessible walks and parks.

I do not like the Beach ballroom and 
only have been there once because I 
had to.

Fix existing infrastructure, don’t just 
keep preventing people from getting 
onto the beach - fix the stairs and 
railings that you deem unsafe. 

We need to energise the heart of the city, 
pedestrianse the main section, smarten 
up the buildings, provide cover for all 
weather's, ensure access from all areas 
and modes of transport is easy for all, 
provide space for local independent as 
well as national chains. This has to 
become a space tourists would want to 
visit. Look at other cities for inspiration, 
Leeds, Manchester, Inverness, 
Melbourne. Can the Adelphi become our 
own Ashton Lane like in Glasgow?

Our West End could become a cool 
little boutique suburb with the help 
of the council making the space 
friendlier for users and this would be 
welcome. 

It's clear to see residents of the city 
are enjoying the outdoor space, the 
parklets, European style dining and 
this should be put in place 
permanently with the council 
supporting structures to help in 
poorer weather too.

It feels like the Castlegate is the key 
to connecting the city to the beach, 
and the area should be invested in. 
By tidying up the link to the beach 
and improving accessibility this 
could become a great space for the 
city. A good example could be 
Federation Square in Melbourne, 
Plaza Del La Constitution in Malaga 
or even the likes of Covent Garden.

The beech front needs heavily 
invested in and it could become 
amazing. 
Fix the steps and railings, provide a 
tourist train for accessibility, 
improve sports facilities, include 
trails, build beach huts, outdoor 
gyms, walking or running tracks, 
mileage markers, give the street 
food places a permenant spot, 
convert the concrete shelters to 
useable buildings, improve seating. 
Bring it back to life, Scotlands 
Leading Holiday Resort, the silver 
city with the golden sands!
So many places in the UK have great 
beach fronts there's no reason why 

 we shouldn't have the best. 

You didn't give us enough points. 
We need to give local residents and 
tourists anything to do in the city 
and a beach full of activities would 
be amazing. 
Let's have everything you mentioned 
on the list, some and winter 
facilities. 
By providing activities here for 
everyone, we create a destination 
and by improving the city we 
enhance the visitor experience. 
We have to realise the city could be 
more it could be better we just need 
to improve to attract more than the 
business traveller.

Buses should be able to use Union Street 
from Bridge Street to Market Street, 
making it accessible for elderly and 
disabled. 

Social distancing measures should be 
removed.



More parking for bikes - very few safe 
spaces for leaving bikes at the moment. 

The amount of traffic/pollution 
caused by drop-off at Robert 
Gordon's needs to be addressed. 
Pedestrianisation of this area has 
been fantastic.

The esplanade is very dangerous - no 
road markings, no street lights. The 
cycle lane and 1 way system was 
great as it cut the speed of traffic 
and made it a more pleasant place 
for walking and leisure. 

I think it would be possible to create 
a safe cycle network through 
Aberdeen linking up the parks, 
schools, leisure centres, and 
shopping areas. Residential streets 
could be used and bollards put in 
place to stop people driving through 
them to avoid traffic. 

Would prefer to have commitments 
from ACC to reopen and refurbish 
local swimming  pools in the area.  
Dont want another pool at the beach 
and surrounding areas.  What about 
central locality? Hazlehead and 
Northfield pool closure has affected 
my accessibility  to a pool.

Make marischal st cul de sac or one 
way

Keep the stadium in aberdeen. The 
beach can be revitalised through the 
new stadium with cafes and 
bars/restuarants surrounding it.

If A.F.C's new stadium is down the 
beach then it needs to be 28.000 - 
30.500 capacity. Aberdeen city is 
growing and will continue to grow 
and Scotland is lacking or missing a 
stadium with a 30.000 approx 
capacity. Another thing is the 
weather down there, it can be 
miserable, so the stadium should 
have a retractable roof. I believe a 
roof would be very interesting and 
would be the first in Scotland and 
would def attract more spectators 
and other events. Could the service 
train line be used for away support, 
mainly for teams with a big away 
support. 
Build it and they will come!!



reduce business rates...less charity 
shops...less vape....make it class

focus shouldbe on new 
stadium...enhanced travel 
connecrions.....encourage local 
business around the stadium  upto 
and including the castlegate area

Turn empty shops into flats
New Pittodrie a must!

It is vital to the city and the region to 
keep the football stadium at the 
beach. With the loss of John Lewis 
and other big retailers, we 
desperately need to reinvent the city 
centre (this consolation is showing 
those plans). Keeping the football 
club at the beach is a huge part of 
those plans. 

Union Street is an embarrassment and 
really needs upgrading.  Hopefully this 
would attract new retailers to the cities 
so we can compete with the likes of 
Edinburgh and Glasgow. 

Make Union Street more affordable to 
businesses rather than vape, pound 
shops and bookmakers. Don't 
pedestrianise it, we don't have the 
infrastructure to reroute the traffic and if 
you've not learnt that from the current 
shambles then I ptggdt you consider 
resigning from your position

Get rid of the cycle lane along the 
beachfront cafes to help traffic move 
at the weekend. I was stuck behind a 
cyclist not using the lane and 
anytime I've driven along there it's 
empty so pointless

Union street is where everyone passes at 
some point that comes to Aberdeen. It’s 
is a collection of run down betting shops 
and charity shops...it so badly needs a 
boost to make it a nice place to be.



It would been very beneficial for 
both the local area and city as a 
whole if ACC considered allocating 
some of the space for an AIRE type 
facility for motor homes.  There is no 
facilities in Aberdeen for motor 
homes, no where for emptying of 
grey /black waste and water filling.  
It’s over 25 years since the Caravan 
Club approached ACC to take over 
the running of the Hazelhead site 
and it’s shocking for a city like 
Aberdeen to not provide such 
facilities.  This would bring in 
additional revenue to a variety of 
shops/visitor attractions in the city.. 
there is a website that provides 
further info CAMPRA which are a 
forward thinking group set up to 
assist with developments of these 
facilities.

It would been very beneficial for 
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homes, no where for emptying of 
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Aberdeen to not provide such 
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assist with developments of these 
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It would been very beneficial for 
both the local area and city as a 
whole if ACC considered allocating 
some of the space for an AIRE type 
facility for motor homes.  There is no 
facilities in Aberdeen for motor 
homes, no where for emptying of 
grey /black waste and water filling.  
It’s over 25 years since the Caravan 
Club approached ACC to take over 
the running of the Hazelhead site 
and it’s shocking for a city like 
Aberdeen to not provide such 
facilities.  This would bring in 
additional revenue to a variety of 
shops/visitor attractions in the city.. 
there is a website that provides 
further info CAMPRA which are a 
forward thinking group set up to 
assist with developments of these 
facilities.

More seating in the central pedestrian 
section, this includes casual benches and 
restaurant outdoor seating. Dundee has 
plenty of places to sit in its City Square.

Create space to move around/sit 
outside/spend time meeting with friends.  
 Some shops will not reopen use those 
spaces imaginatively.  Small markets for 
local producers and crafts.

Make it beautiful and a place we 
want to go to.

Promote outdoor activity - anything 
but a football stadium!  That is for 
AFC to worry about not the council 
tax payer.

Need to make more of the West end of 
Union Street as there are many empty 
shops



Remove all restrictions on Union Street 
and allow all traffic to travel up and down 
the whole length

There are a lot of improvements that 
could be made in Castlegate.  Space 
not being used.

All public parks and spaces around 
Boulevard should be left as they are

There is definitely no place for 
Aberdeen Football Stadium at the 
Beach.  They already have a stadium 
at Pittodrie and no public money 
should be spent on a development 
for them at the Beach.

Leave as is and try to increase events 
programmes to increase revenues.

Union street is now a through fair and we 
need more people in the city living with 
offices on the bottom gloro No leave as is as it is perfect

The area is to windy and cold to do 
anything here. Leave it as is.

It’s and area where no one goes as 
we don’t have a reason to go thier. Leave the grass areas as is

Don’t build the stadium here. Leave 
the beach as natural as possible and 
e ncourage sports 

Lovely building to be used properly 
and fully

Close off market street to bridge street, 
have over head cover and encourage 
restaurants and bars to open having 
outside seating and make the city feel 
alive again 

Make it the connection point from 
the new improved heart of the city 
to the new stadium and improved 
beach front

I would say this area is a priority in the 
city as an increasing number of shops 
close down and areas of Union Street feel 
dead and look depressing. 

This is already a vibrant area and 
feels like less of a priority. The Art 
Gallery revamp is great and so 
making people spend more time in 
the area would  create a good 
atmosphere and encourage people 
to visit the gallery. But it's already a 
nice area and to benefit Robert 
Gordons when other areas are run 
down seems like it would benefit 
more affluent people.

Look Again made use of the space 
mercat cross and there is already 
Peacock Visual Arts but it would be 
great to attract and encourage more 
activity year-round, especially after 
all the investment to revamp the 
nearby area around Marischal 
College.

I would say this is generally fine. But 
I'm not sure about night bus options 
in the case of if the Beach Ballroom 
were to be utilised more.

It seems counterproductive to 
propose a new stadium and winter 
sports centre when such facilities 
exist in the city. I feel it's best to 
expand on the sports facilities for 
activities that are currently offered. 
The play park area by the Beach 
Ballroom could be improved. 

If you want to increase 

Better retail shops not bookies and 
pawnbrokers,they have spoilt the 
beautiful granite mile and no more 
hideous office buildings.

Make the most of this beautiful 
square!

A unique street. Potentially Scotland’s 
finest. It just needs some love & care. 
Magnificent architecture.

A wonderfully unique & historical 
area bordering what will be a 
magnificent transformation of UTG 
could be enhanced with a few 
changes.

Needs properly looked after and 
cleaned up. A magnificent space for 
city centre gatherings but requires 
attention.

A new stadium that could also be 
used for a multitude of outdoor 
events would enhance the area & 
the football crowd improves the city 
centre economy enormously.

Get the beggars off Union Street,  they sit 
at the the cash machines drinking alcohol 
asking for money and swearing at people.  
 Terrible image of our city for tourists and 
visiting businessmen. Biggest issue is lack of parking. 

How about a tram, monorail, trolly 
car or something linking the beach 
with the City centre so we don't 
need to drive. Could run all the way 
up Union Street. Lack of public 
transport is the biggest single issue 
in Aberdeen when compared to 
other Cities I have visited -  everyone 
has to drive everywhere as there is 
not a viable rail, tram, underground 
or equivalent linking the different 
areas not even to the Airport. 

How about a tram, trolly car, mono 
rail or similar linking the beach to 
the City centre so we don't need to 
drive. 

Some more bars and restaurants at 
the Beach front would help 
encourage people. Perhaps also 
some water sports shops or similar. 



Bring the  prestigious shops back to 
Union Street. Put Charity shops in the 
small back streets out of sight!

Access to the beach from Union 
Street and the Castlegate should 
never have been blocked off!  
Rerouting traffic on to King Street 
ruined the Castlegate.

The best part of the Beach area 
when I was growing up was the wide 
open spaces and the little cafes.  
Introducing large scale buildings 
especially nightclubs was 
detrimental to the relaxed feel of the 
area.

This area urgently  needs to be updated 
to encourage footfall, needs alot more 
than a few large pots etc, please make it 
stunning by having flowers on buildings, 
character lighting. We need to travel far 
and wide to get ideas

We need to remember that 
Aberdeen isn't in Spain, so would 
require some sort of protection from 
the wind etc

At the moment  this beautiful area is 
an embarrassment, the paving is so 
unsafe. What a great place to have 
the cafe culture, but would require 
work as it can be windy in that area

I agreed with relocating AFC out of 
the city but have changed my mind 
as we need to get as much people 
into the city as possible 

So dark and dull needs colour and shops 
to be filled 

Needs to be brightened up and more 
pedestrianised, no cars should be 
allowed to drive past the shops and 
cafes, 

Needs to be fully open to traffic or it will 
be forgotten about. Not being able to go 
through the Union Street is meaning 
people are forgetting about it, and the 
retailers that are there. 

Outdoor cafe culture only works if 
you have the climate for it. 
Unfortunately, most of the year, we 
don't have that. 

The Castlegate is an underused area 
of the city centre. It's uneven, cold 
and not very welcoming. 

Better connections with the city 
centre is long overdue. 

Make shop owners tidy up shop fronts 
More variety of retail, clothing and 
department store regeneration lower 
rentals to attract multi National brand 
retail. Provide free parking in malls



Castlegate always feels like the 
rough end of Union Street - I think 
that the empty shops, charities and 
scary-looking skyscraper/bin street 
make it an unappealing area.
When showing a relative around the 
city she asked me if that was really 
the main way to the beach -she 
thought it was a dodgy street and 
wouldn't have walked it on her own.

It would be great to have some 
greener landscaping, and some 
money given to businesses on 
Castlegate to improve shop fronts 
and environment.

Aberdeen beach front must be one 
of the most underused in Britain. It is 
difficult to reach the area if you 
don't have a car, and even with a 
car, there is very little parking and 
few facilities.
Activities such as paddle boarding 
and pedaloes could be done by 
creating quiet bays.
The city's street artists could create 
artwork all along the front, and more 
areas for families to picnic and meet 
others - there are only a few benches 
to sit and not much open space. 
Most of the green spaces and lovely 
views are taken up with a golf course 
servicing a few hundred older men. 
The area could provide facilities and 
wellbeing for thousands of diverse 
people and activities.

The Beach Ballroom is a fantastic 
facility and deserves to be preserved

Everybody recognises that the city is in 
real need of improvements or it’s going 
to spiral out of control and the city centre 
will become derelict 

Include a cafe culture there. Make 
the wonderful bonaccord baths 
shine as a venue for sports.

It is a unique space and should be 
treasure

Support the Bon Accord baths and 
move to rejuvenate and reopen!

Would like to see a “central reservation” 
on union street with trees with up lights 
etc to give a metropolitan Avenue feel 

Keeping the stadium within the city 
centre beach area is vital the the city

Maintain/ clean buildings, new shops - 
less betting/charity shops 

Union street used to be a place of 
elegance and 
beauty it does not suit pavement cafes 
and similar

Needs more flowers and shrubs with 
better maintenance 

The beach does not need a football 
pitch and our weather is not 
conducive to ore pedestrian activities

This must surely be one of 
Aberdeen's most popular buildings 
and needs a facelift 



Currently an eyesore, need more street 
cafes  with more short term and less 
expensive car parking similar to towns in 
Aberdeenshire to attract people back. It's improving ,but can be better 

Historical area. Reopen the toilets 
and encourage more cafes with 
outside areas in summer. Bring back 
markets , but with entertainment for 
kids .

It needs to be promoted better, 
towns in England do that far more 
and make better use of it to attract 
people and small businesses. Great site, vastly underutilized

Part of heritage , use it more for 
smaller events .Promote it's 
existence and history better.

Make it pedestrianised with old buildings 
being turned into coffee shops and wee 
local businesses with outside seating and 
more greener making it a social place to 
go and enjoy - it’s so depressing at the 
moment I don’t go near it!
Landlords need to be held accountable 
for the state of these buildings if you look 
up wow so dilapidated and sad to see.

This is the centre of the city but it is no 
longer the main shopping area. Footfall 
seems to be between Union Sq and Bon 
Accord. Trinity centre and all points west 
have lower footfall. 

This is a major attraction in the city 
both to residents and visitors. 
Keeping grassed areas cut is 
relatively cheap and optically very 
important. Too many fast food stalls 
particularly the big red bus which in 
my view is an eyesore and its outside 
seating blocks the walkway. 

We badly need a destination large store 
or department store in the city centre - 
Aberdeen cannot compete as a retail 
destination without this being a feature.

Would it not be appropriate to put 
the Bon Accord Baths on here? 
Surely maintaining a historic Art 
Deco building, providing a unique 
visitor attraction and popular leisure 
facilities should be a key part of our 
city centre? Disappointing this has 
been missed out.

I disagree with redesigning the street 
surface - the cobbles are historic and 
should remain

Beautiful venue that could be made 
better use of for concerts etc

It looks very tired and run down. The 
buildings themselves look a bit unkempt 
and the empty premesis don't make it 
seem very much like a thriving and 
vibrant town centre.



More pop up stores to fill the empty void. 
Union street open to buses and taxis . 
Only pedestrianised after 8pm. 

Open up the castlegate to public 
transport. So buses can get easy 
access to the beach boulevard. It will 
reinvigorate the area. 

A boardwalk along the whole 
beachfront the same as stonehaven 
has.  Regenerate the whole space 
along the beachfront  make a 
waterpark with the overgrown 
spaces between the golf course and 
the road.  Need something 
spectacular at the beach to give 
some wow factor. 

Create a brand new waterpark.  
Utilise the whole beachfront.   
LISTEN TO WHAT THE PUBLIC..WANT 
FOR GOD SAKE. GET IT RIGHT.
Football stadium 
Why wasn't bon accord bath 
mentioned in this poll, they should 
receive some backing 

Union Street is at its worst I have ever 
seen, more seating and trees are needed, 
the buildings have not been maintained 
and urgent clean up is required, will it 
happen very much doubt it.

Make the town centre busy and 
vibrant(Glasgow, Edinburgh)

Do not pedestrian union Street or any 
streams around there. 

As someone who works bon accord 
centre the way the roads are now is 
killing bon accord its a guhe hassle 
for people driving there. I think 
removing the one way system and 
allowing people to drive 
upperkirkgate etc will be a huge help 
to centre and the shops in there. Update the swimming pool

Union Street is an absolute mess and 
needs tidying up and made to be a 
welcoming street.
Union Street is the heart of the city. It 
needs some urgent resuscitation to keep 
it going.
There are a lot of empty residential 
properties mostly owned by 
housebuilding developers who have done 
part exchanges for houses outside town. 
We don't need new building, just better 
use of what we already have and an 
attractive town centre that people want 
to visit.



Should include Bridge Street and 
Windmill Brae because people walking 
from Railway Station seeing an eyesore of 
a street . Has beautiful original features 

 the Bridge . 

No work needed just take away the 
cones on the street and do not make 
streets one way

Nothing wrong with the area no 
more money needs to be spent 
unneccesarily

Castle Street is fine no-body has ever 
wanted to spend time down that 
end of town

No money needs t be spent n the 
beach it is fine the way it is 

The council should focus on 
regenerating an renovation old 
buildings in the city centre in 
particular Bridge Street as this area 
has been left out have not seen that 
mentioned in any future planning 
and yet the area has beautiful 
buildings that should be restored 
and the private gentle mans club 
removed along with kebab shops . 
Make it upmarket for young people 

More Parking, areas for BBQs, 
covered outdoor eating spaces, are 
all needed

Public toilets in area as is just now 
there is none 

No to water sports as this will impact 
negatively on the local wildlife. 

lower rent and rates to encourage small 
business's,  established retailers, bars and 
restaurants to use the existing units that 
are empty.

allow Aberdeen Football Club to stay 
in the city centre. This will bring 
money back into the city centre from 
home and away fans. Encourage 
days out in the town centre.

Union street was fine the way it was. 
Now I can’t drive through. So I can’t be 
bothered going to town. I now just buy 
online. 

Union street was fine the way it was. 
Now it’s harder to get to town, and I 
can’t be bothered going there. Just 
buy online. 

Not enough parking. We don’t need 
extra walking and cycling lanes. 

The small Sandy play ground close to 
the ballroom needs to be upgraded. 
For both smaller kids and older kids. 

Pedestrianisation of union street will kill 
business, too many betting shops. Need 
to support both local and international 
business whilst maintaining dignity within 
the street. Parking must improve to allow 
residents and surrounding areas 
residents to easily access shops

Aberdeen needs the new stadium to 
renovate beach front. The sports 
must take forefront in a new wave of 
water sports 

Union Street is a disgrace. Charity shops, 
bookies and "pawn" shops strew the 
street alongside empty properties and 
shop fronts. I is clear that the council 
needs to work with local small businesses 
to fill and  maintain these properties by 
offering low business rates, start up grant 
and business supports. More deli's, 
artisan and niche shops alongside food 
shops/cafes are required to attract 
people into the street. Greenspace, cycle 
paths, bus lanes, no traffic and a very 
clear clean up of the ridiculous wooden 
walk ways stolen from SUSTRANS Money 
during covid and used horrendously badly

More buses or trams running more 
regularly - shuttle



More markets and outdoor seating
focus on joining up existing cycle 
lanes in Aberdeen

Very important - street lighting, new 
public toilets Modernise Beach Ballrom

Needs to be link up between union street 
& union square

Lower the rent on Union Street building 
so it can actually become a heart of the 
city. Simple economy, lower rent paid is 
better than higher rent NOT paid.

Can we get showers on the beach 
and more public toilets? For people 
who swim, I bring a lot of sand home 
and it clogs my pipes. It should be ‘a 
place to be’, modern, clean, not just 
on one end of the beach. 

Increasing activity and event 
selection should be a priority for the 
whole Aberdeen. If you are a non-
drinker there’s really not a massive 
lit for you to do in Aberdeen.

Dirty streets, unkept buildings, rotten 
gutters, trees growing from roof tops. 
Rotten window frames in many 
properties. There should be a code of 
building state that all property owners 
are mandated to comply with. 

The beach should be kept as people 
friendly as possible. Less large 
building and business’ who will fill 
space. Let the beach be enjoyed by 
those who will enjoy it for what it is 
and not the businesses surrounding 
it.

Walking connections allow less 
traffic to contest the beach area 
which should be a priority. I do not 
believe the beach front should be a 
site for a stadium or other large 
businesses. Support for existing local 
watersports businesses at the 
beachfront would be great.

Return it to previous setting 
Union street is in desperate need of 
pedestrianisation, nice cafe culture etc 

Currently Union Street is an absolute 
mess. No reason for anyone to go there. 
We have lost the heart of our city. Get 
the buildings tidied up, and give people a 
reason to visit. 

Build ne pittodrie



Do you really need comments on what it 
has become?
Over the years the jewel in the crown has 
been allowed to degenerate into a 
shambles. 
Every second shop is a vape shop, charity 
shop, bookies, tat shop or cheap Johny 
store which does nothing to entice 
people in to the area.
Parking charges are ridiculous. 
Restrictions set up by the Council to stop 
motorists coming in to the city effectively 
saying to people we don’t want your 
business - and the Council wonder why 
the city centre has turned into a sh*thole?
Businesses (including my own) have 
moved out of the city centre because the 
costs are far too high and it is not 
welcoming.
Waken up and smell the coffee (as that’s 
about all there will be left in the city 
centre soon - coffee shops)

I support the 'Spaces for People' 
temporary pedestrian of Union Street.  
Would like to see this made permanent 
and if this the case the tarmac road 
should go and the whole area paved

Bit of a 'dead' area at the moment, 
more needs to be made of it.

I've only been to the Beach Ballroom 
a handful of times in the 25+ years I 
have lived in Aberdeen.  It is a lovely 
building and more needs to be made 
of it.  I'm relatively supportive of the 
stadium proposal and long as its not 
detrimental to the BB.

Pedestrianisation is all well and good but 
there needs to be sufficient parking and 
easy routes through and round the city 
centre to encourage quick and easy 
access and egress. Having to get on a bus 
at an out of town destination or Park & 
Ride (especially if I only want to visit one 
shop or one restaurant) positively 
discourages me from visiting the city 
centre.

People from out of town will only 
come to the city centre if vehicle 
access an safe, bright, easy parking 
(of electric vehicles) is readily 
available.

Easy and good quality parking 
nearby with excellent road access 
and egress is essential to draw 
people in from the suburbs.

It has been made almost impossible 
to get to the city centre as it is, the 
above ideas are fine but don’t make 
it any harder to get in and around 
the city for car drivers.

Great idea to develop this area but 
quick and easy access and easy, safe 
vehicle parking is essential  to attract 
those who live more than a mile 
away. Improve access by car to attract visits



to make sure there is more local business 
and less empty shops 

one thing I comment o  when 
moving to Aberdeen was the lack of 
outdoor eating spaces I think it's 
great at the moment and hoping we 
font loose this

more outside events could be great 
at castlegate. more outdoor events 
around Aberdeen are needed. if 
could be a good venue for an 
outdoor market aswell

I want to see a buzz on events on all 
venues in Aberdeen but also a better 
way in advertising these events and 
promotion 

beautiful old buildings that are falling 
into neglect - there's even trees growing 
out of the roofs! Whole street needs the 
facades cleaned to show granite beauty - 
clue is in the name: Granite City... but all 
the granite is filthy. 

too much money spent in this part of 
the city, funds should be allocated to 
more priority areas.

remove cars entirely and fully 
pedestrianise. 

retain and properly fix the granite 
flag stones rather than removing 
another piece of heritage. The 
stones just need to be lifted, recut to 

 remove bowing and relaid. 

In dire need of maintenance... hardly 
any of the steps are accessible along 
large stretches. Again it looks unkept 
and neglected - railings are rusting in 
places and revetment is in need of 
repair -  from what could be a huge 
asset. 

ACC have employed someone to develop 
Aberdeen city centre for many years and 
he has failed. All the point above have 
been mentioned before but no 
improvement have been made.  They 
even allowed  AFC to move their ground 
not realising how bad economically it 
would be for the city. Union street 
pavement space should be widened in a 
nice way and not like it is currently with 
plastic cones etc. The seating attracts 
even more undesirables that no visitors  
would like to see drinking etcThey should 
be moved on and counselled  into making 
a positive contribution to the city and not 
just being a negative sponge. I’m sure 
there is something  our wardens and 
social workers can do to improve things 
here. The state the master plan manager 
has allowed union street to get into is 
disgraceful and can see no improvement 
while you have a leader who has been 
unable to make improvements and in fact 
allowed things to get worse

Small local businesses should be 
encouraged to flourish, giving 
reasonable financial circumstances, 
cheap parking , mini events should 
be encouraged. 

(Un)Covered cafe areas should be 
welcomed. There should be 
initiatives to allow them to be 
affordable to the majority of people .

Make it an area for local arts, where 
local artist young and old can show 
their wares whatever form that be. 
The pubs restaurants could be a 
venue for budding singers, 
comedians etc

AFC is a big part of our city and 
should be kept here. They have a 
community link and that should be 
encouraged. The financial benefits to 
the city should be recognised for 
them staying in the heart of the city. 
The council could benefit with 
income for pre match entertainment 
for food and drink instead of putting 
all privately. The beach area is an 
amazing asset that should be 
developed with shops, bars, 
restaurants etc

More events, with a selection of bars 
restaurants and shops open nearby 
and late to make it a area to spend 
time in and not just arriving for an 
even at the beach ballroom 

It is a mess Buses should be allowed back 
up Union Street. Remove these dreadful 
stone monstrosities. Get the shops full 
again and bring people back in to the city. 

New AFC stadium HAS to be built 
here, it needs to be in the heart of 
the city



It is filthy, granite is a beautiful stone 
however Union street and the city centre 
as a whole needs a deep
Clean (not just a quick wash)

Permanent overhead coverage with 
modern lighting would be a great 
option to get the best use of outdoor 
space all year round. 

Regular markets and pop up 
bars/food outlets would be great

As an Aberdeen supporter I strongly 
believe a new stadium would have a 
great impact on the city. Compared 
with Kingsford I believe this is a 
much more suitable location. It is 
easier for supporters and would 
have a positive impact on the local 
economy. Supporters can continue 
to use the beach for parking, before 
and after matches supporters can 
enjoy what the city has to offer in 
terms of leisure and hospitality with 
union street within walking distance. 

Cafe culture. Unique shops. Designer 
village.  For Union Street, let’s face it 
Aberdeen not as warm as Liverpool. You 
need to provide roof from one side to the 
other. Pedestrianise the whole area and 
create cafe culture and one off type 
shops of interest. If you don’t improve 
conditions in the city I will not be back as 
there is nothing there worth visiting. 

Please remove all these daft cycle 
lanes. Absolutely ridiculous. 

No idea what has happened but the 
children’s park area has had 
favourite things removed and now 
no longer worth a visit. Stonehaven 
has a fantastic park area with so 
many different things for the kids. 
We actually travel to there 
nowadays.

I would say a water sports centre but 
cannot even get my son into the 
swimming pools as only two open. 
Don’t need a winter sports, we 
already have a great one which we 
use at Aberdeen Snowsports!

I am a car driver and cyclist. Cycling 
for leisure is much easier to do than 
cycling for everyday life as a 
necessity. Focus on how you can 
making cycling safer for those in the 
winter months….think about 
creating safe leisure routes for 
families. We want to take our six 
year cycling but no routes safe 
enough.

Like Liverpool, need to encourage 
folk to the harbour, sea and 

So want stadium there for AFC 



Please no buses at all otherwise this is 
not pedestrianisation- Broad Street is 
poor and a missed opportunity- the buses 
have been avoiding that section of Union 
Street recently without any issues

Re-develop, modernize and keep 
Pittodrie!! The stadium naturally 
brings customers to the area!! 

Love the peadestrianisation

Union Street is the heart of the city and I 
hope that business (including pop-ups or 
cultural organisations) can take 
advantage of the many empty shops. I am 
looking forward immensely to the 
opening of Union Terrace and I think that 
will go a long way. I do like the current 
pedestrian-only section but I think that 
would only work if the road on either side 
were also closed, or much more 
pedestrian-friendly access.

Union Street is in such a dire condition at 
the moment. Shops and department 
stores all gone and the pavements are 
dangerous. The beautiful granite 
buildings must be restored, inside and 
outside. Now that the main part of Union 
Street has been pedestrianised it must be 
left like that, but, the city centre has to be 
planned to cope with the changes!

Upper Union Street is very empty 
these days, The whole of Union 
Street must become a priority. The 
council must take control in order to 
make the street the magnificent 
thoroughfare it once was.

Could be a lovely area if done up 
nicely. Much history.

Much history, Aberdeen must make 
more of it’s history and tourism.

Aberdeen must make more of it’s 
great history and entice tourists to 
the city.

The beach in Aberdeen is so popular 
and much loved by Aberdonians, 
plenty space for all. We must 
improve the seafront and connection 
to city centre.

Fantastic building with great music 
venue history, must be kept in good 
condition for the future generations.

Development well need in area

I think it is good to see outdoor seating 
for food and drinks and that this could 
continue but many buliding s need to be 
changed to homes.  The pedestrianised 
sections could be betters used for 
markets and more permanent stalls as 
well as better seating areas better kids play areas needed,

I don't feel the surface should be 
changed as such but rather 
maintained better as it is currently 
on the hazardous side. It would be a 
good area to develop a cafe culture 
similar to Belmont Street too

There appears to be an increased 
interest in watersports at the 
moment and I think it would be 
great to capitalise on this.



Keep the money in the heart of the city to 
encourage people to come to the city

Something for everyone, not just 
football fans

Part of the ambition around the BHS site 
has to include work to transform Guild 
Street, or a flyover to bypass Guild Street. 
First impressions from leaving the 
transport hub before reaching the 
BHS/Market development are critical. The 
CCMP must drive strategic cultural 
change, and the focus on Union Street 
underpins that.
Public transport links into the city centre 
from the AWPR and Anderson Drive are 
not given enough consideration in these 
options, nor are the opportunities to 
have a Pedestrian-Cyclist-Public 
Transport-Private Vehicle hierarchy.

This is a lightweight section that 
reinforces where the Council's 
priorities lie. There is not enough 
focus on the West End by 
comparison to the developments at 
the other end of Union Street, which 
risks a serious imbalance in 
perceptions that drives footfall and 
dwell time. 
Justice Mill Lane to Windmill Brae 
has to be part pedestrianised as part 
of this. There's a real opportunity to 
create a "boutique" feel to this part 
of town, with designer shops, trendy 
hairdressing/barbers, craft food 
establishments (Foodstrory, Bandit 
Bakery, Almondine) and cocktail 
bars. With one eye on the future, 
why not convert Chapel Street car 
park to exclusive EV use, possibly 
free to park provided you are using 

 the charging points? 

The Bon-Accord baths should be 
discussed as a great chance to revive and 
restore this jewel in the city centre  and 
its modernisation and subsequent 
reopening as a community hub would 
attract visitors from all over.

The resurfacing of the pedestrian 
cobbled area is necessary to make it 
safer for all ages and bring up to 
date as a modern area of the city 
centre 

Need to put more access to water 
sports, maybe even beach side open 
pool like Stonehaven or even deeper 
pool for water polo. Surf pool fit surf 
practice. Big no to stadium, they are 
ugly. Need new lighting 



Parking needs sorting 

Need a parking area , parking for 
beach and leisure centre is appalling   
 .  dangerous 

More people living in Union Street; 
convert the upper floors of business 
premises into flats; forbid cheap, nasty 
signage in Union Street; cafes, banks, nice 
shops only - no Poundlands.

No grotty shops. No cheap nasty 
signage

Beach Ballroom is lovely, but area 
round about not great. More 
greenery required

Attract more shops Remove

Still need parking at beach ballroom 
side for people with accessibility 
issues. Need to be able to park and 
walk along sea front. Was too 
difficult when cycle lane was 
installed as need to be able to keep 
car door open for a period of time 
for getting in/out.

more cylce lanes please more cycle lanes please 
Ban cars from road section in front 
of cafes and use space for more 
tables with covering during 
inclement weather - make 
Aberdeen's seaside appeal much 
stronger, we have a fabulous natural 
asset that is wasted at this point of 
the esplanade with the road blocking 
the view of and ambience for those 
sitting down on the tightly packed 
cafe tables!

Union Street needs to be focal point of 
the city centre not Union Square or Bon 
Accord Centre. It is run down, dilapidated 
and to be very honest an embarrassment 
as it currently is. Less chain stores and 
more boutique, craft, artisan, local 
produce shops are needed to attract 
everyone. Capitalise on the gateway to 
Island and Highland Tourism and more 
focus on proximity to the Whisky Trails 
and Castle Trails with pop up tourist 
shops and the like.



It looks very sad empty shops space 
 above shops very delapadated looking 

Can be very untidy at the weekends 
with folk chucking there take away 
paper on the street especially chapel 
st area 

Union square has vastly improved 
area don’t think the weather is very 

 advantages to more out door cafies 

Defiantly make more use of the 
space 

Looks very outdated needing 
 revitalised 

Definitely needs updated 
Defiantly needs updated 

Union street is looking tired  - between 
empty shops, charity shops, and poorly 
maintained buildings I don't think it's a 
nice place to visit anymore.  Need more 
shops, cafe's restaurants.

I feel that union street could really be 
brightened up by cleaning the granite and 
with more plant life dotted around. 

Love the current cafe culture - really 
adds to the area and would love to 
see more! Maybe heated spaces for 
winter also

Union street is depressing, empty shops 
or pound stores. The buildings are run 
down and dirty. Compare that to princess 
street in Edinburgh. It’s just unwelcoming 
and doesn’t exactly scream out oil capital 
of Europe 

compulsory purchase buildings for as 
little as possible which have been 
unoccupied  for more than 3 years

Provide as many indoor facilities as 
possible to attract general public 
during bad weather. Must also have 
plenty of car parking. 

Pr0vide free public transport from 
various parts of Aberdeen to and 
from the Ballroom to attend shows 
etc.

Maybe reducing rates on the empty shop 
units would encourage businesses to 
move back to Union St?

It’s a shambles dirty and unkept. 
Encourage small local shops and local 
crafts to open. The rates need to be 
hugely reduced. Paint all the windows to 
make it look better

Used to be the tram and bus hub of 
the city. Why not reinstate it as such 
and bring the buzz back.

Ensure that a state of the art 25,000 
seater stadium remains in the heart 
of the city and is served by good 
public transport links.

This iconic building should be a focal 
point of the beachfront area.



Improved cycle access (cycle lane and 
security for locking) as bike lane has been 
effectviely removed with bus stops in bus 
lane. Potential to remove cars from union 
street so buses and bikes only. Encourage 
people back onto public transport to 
reduce cars in Aberdeen centre.

Opportunity to extend 
pedestrianisation from union street 
to bring west end thus linking it to 
centre. With outside eating and 
entertainment space

utilise shared space approach (same 
as broad street) to link union street 
to beach and enhance use of 
castlegate

Encourage change of habits to mve 
away from cars onto public transport 
or bikes or walking. Needs to be safe, 
accessible and secure. This is a great 
opportunity to redefine a tired 
looking city, over-ridden with cars in 
the centre.

link the beach ballroom to the APA 
venue system. The arts are fantastic 
in Aberdeen and opportunitny to 
revitalise a tired and under-utilised 
venue

So sad that a lot of shops have 
disappeared, especially loss of John 
Lewis. Parking charges are very high and 
nowadays. I tend to shop more local .

Union street should be next project , has 
deteriorated over the years , upkeep of 
buildings etc
Make it beautiful, street illuminated 
canopy market street to bridge st,  light 
up the centre with colour and lights. 
Encourage amazing street preformed or 
buskers. Like what was suggested in 2014 

Get the people back first.

remove the beggars/drunks & druggies, 
stop clean the area regularly  cyclists on 
the pavements of union street

Too many corporate shop fronts which 
are not maintained.  Same regarding flats 
on Union Street.  Enforcement orders 
should be used to maintain properties.

Could do with permanent Street 
market and cafe culture for pubs and 
restaurants.

Need to get shops into Union Street. 
After being in Dundee and Inverness we 
should be ashamed Not required 

No plaza required public money 
should be used for public use not for 
Robert Gordon College is is a fee 
paying school 

Put the Castle gate back to what it 
used to 

We don't need anymore cycling or 
walking areas at the beach. What the 
beach requires is to upgraded and 
used to it full potential 

Create a new sports stadium on 
beach front for the whole city to be 
proud of. 



This used to be such a thriving part if 
the city but now just looks rundown 
and can be quite scary crossing over 
with some of the people who choose 
to hang about there. Excellent venue for music acts 

should be utilised more 

The new aberdeen stadium project 
will be a brilliant idea from the 
council. And will keep money coming 
into the city as opposed to the shire 

The students union building really 
needs some attention, the owners 
should be encouraged to redevelop 
or taken into public ownership for a 
cultural space, an entrepreneurial 
accelerator space or similar to 
enhance the area, Aberdeen has 
enough apartments so I don’t think 
that would be suitable

Remove all vivid measures which are a 
mess and wholly unrequired

It's vital that Aberdeen FC stay in the 
beach area by building a new 
stadium at the Hilton hotel site.

Union Street should be filled with 
restaurants and bars with shops being 
moved to other places like shopping 
centres. This would greatly improve the 
atmosphere of Union Street as well as 
boosting nightlife.
Seagulls need to be controlled as they are 
putting your ‘cafe culture’ at risk. 



You must encourage business back with 
rates relief or something

Get rid of the space for people 
'stuff', the area looks a mess now 
and unappealing, widen the 
pavements permanently and reduce 
the on street parking. 

No points left but the whole area 
should be pedestrianised and linked 
into the Union Terrace Gardens

It's currently a depressing area and 
needs a real lift. Make it pedestrians 
and bus only from King Street end of 
Union Street to Bridge St and make 
whole stretch more appealing.

I disagree with the proposed 
stadium location and the 
demolishing of Trans Extreme which 
is not that old. I believe the best 
location for the stadium would be on 
the site of the Kings Links driving 
range. It would not disrupt the views 
for the homes there, the boulevard 
would not be overshadowed, space 
for parking on the little used cricket 
pitch which could be moved to 
beside the boulevard and the 
stadium complex could easily be 
connected up to a refurbished pool 
complex. The driving range could be 
moved either to the site of the 
stadium current plan next to the 
boulevard and be much shorter by 
the use of tall netting you see in 
Japan etc, it could be double or triple 
height driving bays with the latest 
tracking technology so you can 
monitor ball flight without the space 
currently being taken. The owners i 
would think would be amenable by 
getting a state of the art complex. 
Alternatively incorporate the driving 
range into a new clubhouse for the 
golf clubs over where the short 



More low cost parking is required, we 
need to attract people to the centre
Begging should be controlled better, 
appreciate we need to help those but in 
needs to happen off the streets
The council have let the city centre 
become an eyesore! Union terrace 
gardens ... We all have high expectations 
here, let's see how that turns out!!

After all the money that had been 
spent to finally get planning for a 
new stadium the council now want 
to consider the beach from ... Which 
AFC wanted in the first place...this 
council is a joke, we need to get the 
councillors from Dundee they seem 
to have more vision, ability and 
commitment to their city!
The only thing that made me to 
commit to another year for my 
season ticket with AFC was the 
thought we will have a new stadium 
quite soon. The spectator experience 
at Pittodrie was shocking for current 
society, bid queues for the toilets, 
walking around in urine! Long 
queues for food, some things being 
cold or finished by the time you get 
there!! The supports deserve better, 
now NOW, the council want to 
consider developing a new stadium 
at the beach, they are a complete 
joke..how long will this now take.... 
another 20 years... well AFC needs to 
consider carefully, families will not 
continue to go to Pittodrie ( once we 
do get back) as the experience is not 
enjoyable! It might be ok if crowds 

Currently, and in recent years not just 
during COVID, an absolute disgrace. 
Maintain the buildings, reduce rates.  
Encourage businesses into the area. Not 
just pubs.

Creating a Plaza that may ‘retain 
mature trees if possible’.  Why 
remove mature trees?  The council 
have proven themselves time and 
again that they are not nature 
oriented.

More public transport between the 
city centre and the beach would 
allow many people access who 
otherwise wouldn’t be able to enjoy 
the beach.  Improving pavements, 
lighting and creating planted areas 
should be done, not put to a vote.

No need for a football stadium. 
Already one at Pittodrie.  If no longer 
fit for purpose, it should be rebuilt 
on site. The farce that Kingsford 
turned out to be should negate any 
further land deals. They can use 
what they have.
Walkers and cyclists need facilities 
but not at the expense of vehicular 
access. Despite the move towards 
encouraging everyone to get on their 
bikes, not everyone is capable.  In 
the event that it has escaped your 
notice, Aberdeen is built on many 
hills. It is impossible to travel any 
distance without negotiating an 
incline which renders cycling 
impossible to the majority.

Fill the buildings with shops, cafes and 
traditional pubs



Aberdeen is unique within Scotland if not 
the U K in that it has one major 
thoroughfare across the centre through 
which essential traffic runs ie most bus 
routes. We only need to see what chaos 
which the partial closure has caused to 
understand what a full closure would do.

Other areas need action also ie 
Rosemount

Union Terrace Development should 
add greatly to area

Get this area right how many times 
are you going to waste resources on 
this space. 

Tram system from Castle gate and 
add trees to soften approach 

Pittodrie stadium could have been 
turned through 90 degrees across 
street and into carpark with 
inclusion of golf club houses which 
could be relocated beside range. A gem to be enhanced 

High street shopping is long gone as an 
industry and the focus needs to be on 
looking forward not 'bringing back' the 
Union Street of old. If that means 
knocking down some stuff then so be it. If 
it was down to me, then the castlegate 
end is the one to concentrate on. The 
businesses in Union street have 
absolutely no appeal to most of the 
population of Aberdeen. The ones with 
jobs anyway

never been. dunno

I used to have a shop in Schoolhill. 
Problem with it is nobody lived 
around there, so everyone using it 
was walking from Bon Accord to the 
carpark, usually with either a fag or a 
burger king in their mouth, or head 
down because it's raining. it's not 
worth developing. Belmont street - 
the businesses there can look after 
it, as they do very well

if you're going to encourage 
pedestrian priority the you need a 
massive car park somewhere. as for 
improve connections to the city, 
make them walk, it's less than 20 
minutes

Some of the above suggestions are 
utter nonsense. dry ski slope? you 
mean close broadhill to the public. 
develop an esports participation 
venue? people already have these - 
ie their bedroom, accessible walking 
connections? you mean like 
pavements. I could go on. this is an 
ideal place for the new stadium, 
which needs to be in the city for the 
sake of the city. All for a new park, 
up at the Dontmouth area. Close to 
Seaton park but the more parks 
we've got the better

I had no idea it was still operational. 
Nice looking building

Saving union street should be at the heart 
of this plan. Improved links to the beach 
and improvements around market street 
are important but the money here should 
be put into making Union Street a 
desirable place to be. 

Castlegate improvements will make 
make a huge difference to Union 
Street and the area as a whole.

Develope green outdoor spaces. 
Why is there no option for improving 
the beach front, sea defences and 
public toilets? That is what will 
greatly improve the area.

No Football statium down the beach - 
 the huge amounts of money a 
better spent on improving the area, 
not concreting it over for the 
minority to enjoy a few hours a 
month. 

A state of the art stadium with a 
iconic feature (akin to the Wembley 
Arch) to provide a visible landmark 
from land and sea. 

It is in a terrible state. Building 
maintenance is extra poor and a very 
negative reflection of the city. 

Queens terrace gardens could be 
lovely but instead they are a mess. 
Not maintained to the standard 
expected in the west end. 

No connection between people, 
buildings and the water. A poor area 
of Aberdeen and the buildings look 
terrible. No joined up thinking. Could 
be really lovely if improved. 



More decent retail 

Low quality retail offering

This area was like the Wild West pre 
covid. Please can we have less 
emphasis on pubs and alcohol.

Recent "improvements" with cycle 
lanes were a disaster for disabled 
visitors. Beginning to wonder if this 
is just a rubber stamp exercise. Why 
no option of making beach more 
family friendly and cafe culture?

A lovely street with huge potential. Huge potential. Good potential.
Not a pleasant place at present.  
Much improvement required.

Could do much more to enhance the 
area. Massive potential for improvement.

Perhaps past it’s prime.  Could the 
existing functionality perhaps be 
included in the new stadium.

Need more variety of shops - less bookies 
and chains
Union Street has been a more pleasant 
place to be since some of it has been 
pedestrainised. The buildings do not look 
great though, with lots of empty shops, 
etc. More plants and green spaces would 
obviously improve this area further.

The one way system around 
Schoolhill has made the site safer for 
the numerous young people who 
congregate here to go to school. It 
would be even better if more of this 
area was pedestrainised.

My family would definitely use these 
sports facilities.

The beach ballroom seems very 
underused, even before Covid.

Would be nice to see a plaza type 
area around the ballroom with bars 
and local cafes and restaurants (not 
big chains) 

Fantastic facility, I've been to some 
great concerts there, parking can be 
an issue, utilise a new stadium 
parking area

Bring back a variety of shops for at the 
moment there is no insentive to go into 
Aberdeen. Union Street is dirty and 
empty very depressing in actual fact.

The beach should be for people to 
walk on and enjoy the scenery and 
visit the cinema and shops. Plenty 
parking is also needed to allow 
people from the countryside to visit 
to. Not just the people of Aberdeen. Use the building all year round



Union Street currently has nothing going 
for it. There is a severe lack of shops to 
chose from, its so dated and dirty looking 
and 3/4 of the shop units are empty. Rent 
rates need to be lowered and those 
spaces filled, give people options of 
places wat in and shop, create business. 
And even out the footpaths and roads 
before someone does themselves a 
serious injury!! And wash down the 
buildings, show of the granite  that's 
suppose to sparkle!! Union Street 
definitely needs a good spruce up

No soul at present. Not appealing to go 
there

Link between city center and 
beaches would be brilliant 

Union Street in its current state is an 
embarrassment to the city. It is rundown, 
attracts the wrong people to the area due 
to a lack of prime shops. It is full of fast 
food (junk) shops, vape shops and 
bookmakers. The main store is Primark. 
What! Is this the best we can do. There 
are no decent department stores nor  
boutiques.The granite features must be 
retained and not destroyed as it has been 
in the past. YMCA building adjacent to 
Music Hall is prime example.

This area does contain some great 
shops and social venues and must be 
supported and looked after. 

Belmont Street is perfect for an 
outdoor cafe/ bar culture set up. The 
buildings can be retained and a glass 
roof structure could be built across 
the area. Yes, this will be costly but 
doable.

Again and area screaming out to be 
used for cafe/ bars.

This area is the best of all possible 
locations found to date for a new 
football stadium. The club belongs to 
the city centre and must stay there. 
This brings revenue to city centre 
bars and restaurants, including fast 
food shops. If this is not to be where 
the stadium goes, then the Tulls 
Industrial Estate area where many 
old buildings are now empty and 
face demolition is where it should 
go, not 6 miles from the city centre. 
This area is very close to rail links 
and a temporary station can be 
created on match days for 
supporters both north west and 
south of the city, especially away 
team supporters from the south.

The Beach Ballroom is an iconic 
Aberdeen venue and its use must be 
enhanced at times.

Would love to see calisthenic park - 
monkey bars- as in other uk cities to 
promote healthy lifestyle.

Building maintainance and upkeep aere 
the responsibilioty of the owners. Enforce 
it! Create a one-way loop around the city 
centre, including Guild street and have 
busses stop at the stations.



It should never have been 
pedestrianised. Consider 
reintroducing the throughway. It’s all 
very well trying to enhance the space 
but people want to drive and park at 
their destination now. If people were 
going to go there on foot they would 
already. Accept its failed and return 
it to a throughway for cars 

The silver city by the sea is now a dull 
grey with trees and plants growing out of 
buildings.
Open Union Street up again. Aberdeen’s 
road system cannot cope with its main 
thoroughfare being permanently closed. 

I think the ideal bit to be 
pedestrianised is outside Mariscall 
College….Broad Street. Why on earth 
are buses allowed to creep through 
there….oh yes, Union Street is closed.

It seems crazy that a wide open 
‘marketplace’ is seldom used as 
such. It’s potentially a beautiful, 
historic part of the city that is only 
now used for a few tacky stalls or 
protest groups to meet.
I’m pretty sure there are some 
beautiful Victorian public toilets 
buried underneath there somewhere 
too. This city has the potential to be 
a great place to visit again but at the 
moment its ‘master plan’ seemed to 
involve killing the city centre and 
allowing the building of huge 
concrete and glass boxes.

How about a tourist tram from 
Castlegate to the beach.

It’s a beautiful, underused building. 
I’ve only been in it for meetings. 
There seems to be a lot of money 
found to upgrade the likes of 
Marischall College, and I might be 
cynical in thinking that it was to keep 
all the ‘cooncilers’ comfy, but other 
buildings such as Beach ballroom 
and Bon Accord baths are left to fall 
into disrepair.

Get rid of the widened pavements due to 
covid.  Its ridiculuous.

Union Street at present is an 
embarrassment, dirty buildings, "roof 
gardens", pound, vape and betting shops.
Also, transport links must be improved. 

Could be a fantastic draw for local 
people and tourists. 

Public transport options very poor at 
the moment

The Beach Ballroom is an iconic part 
of Aberdeen's history. Under used, 
would benefit from shuttle service 
from town, train station.

Union street is an unattractive unsafe 
area, look at other cities that have 
flourishing vibrant street and aspire 
towards being like them. Bring in some 
unique selling points, we have some 
amazing history, culture etc so give up 
the idea that everything has to be an 
office space and give some priority to 
celebrating your assets 

The beach area is such an asset to 
Aberdeen and needs much more 
attention paid to it and to connect it 
to the city



Rejuvinating Union Street should be the 
main priority. It's a disgrace that the main 
thoroughfare has been left to fall in to 
despair.

Aberdeen should be looking at 
creating a cafe culture, if possible

It's an absolute no-brainer for a new 
stadium, if feasible, down at the 
Boulevard. The football club MUST 
be kept in the City if at all possible 
and I hope the City Council and AFC 
could work to achieve that.

We sorely need updated swimming 
and leisure facilities. To only have 
one leisure centre for the whole of 
Aberdeen which has not been 
updated for over 30 years is poor. 
You just have to look at the new 
leisure swimming centre Dundee has 
to see what we are missing. 

More playparks for children down 
the beach would definitely attract 
more families to the beach area.

Look at the park at aden Country 
Park for example, loads of play 
equipment for children. The park 
beside beach ballroom is so small in 
comparison 

UNION STREET IS AN ABSOLUTE 
DISGRACE. GET RID OF ALL THE COVID 
BOLLARDS FOR STARTERS!

LEAVE THIS AREA ALONE. YOU HAVE 
DONE ENOUGH DAMAGE. YES I 
AGREE TO CAFE CULTURE ON 
BELMONT STREET.

GREAT IDEA CONNECTING 
CASTLEGATE WITH THE BEACH... 
WHAT ABOUT A TRAM?

LEAVE THE BEACH ALONE. THE 
DAMAGE DONE IN 2020 WITH THE 
PEDESTRIANISATION WAS VERGING 
ON CRIMINAL.

NEW FOOTBALL STADIUM FOR 
ABERDEEN FC IS ESSENTIAL AT THE 
BEACH. KINGSFORD WAS A 
DISGRACEFUL IDEA.

Popular shops and restaurants  like urban 
outfitters, Nike, size, bershka, the ivy etc 
should be on streets like Union Street and 
less pound shops as at the moment it is 
not an attractive street. If it was more like 
princes street in Edinburgh it would be 
lovely 

I enjoy the cafes and bars on 
Belmont street and surrounding 
streets

Fuel station and shops like M&S and 
Tesco and more parking would be 
ideal and more areas to walk your 
dog on the sand at the beach Create a spa Live music events 

not the beautiful granite fronted hub of 
the city with interesting shops and 
tearooms.

This is where football stadium 
should be. Will bring footfall to the 
area 

The street needs completely fresh 
thinking, with people and activity rather 
than cars at the centre. Retail will not 
return, so we need, urgently, to support 
(rates, policy, strategy, practice) arts, 
galleries, music, mixed use and studio 
spaces.

Put a cover over part of it and make it 
semi-indoor! Provide cheaper leasing for 
bars and coffee shops to line Unions 
Street with. 



I don’t think Union street should be 
pedestrianised, the reason being that it is 
a major connecting street from one part 
of the city to the other, the only way 
around this is for traffic to take a route 
which is already a bottleneck and 
congested resulting in heavily congested 
areas, long wait times and potentially 
dangerous situations.

I also notice the severe lack of “cafe 
culture” in Aberdeen when compared 
with other cities.  Edinburgh for example 
has an amazing cafe culture with a 
buzzing atmosphere around it.  I really 
think Aberdeen would benefit from this 
as we have a huge foodie scene.

Union Street is also not very appealing to 
many people because it is filled with 
charity shops, pound shops and vape 
shops as opposed to niche, locally-owned 
businesses which people enjoy shopping 
at or alternatively the ‘big names’ - all of 
which have appealing exteriors to their 
stores. 

The west end could really benefit 
with some more cafe culture!  
Particularly around the Rosemount 
Area which is quickly becoming a 
great place to reside within 
Aberdeen.   Also how about a 
designated BBQ area in some of the 
west end parks to allow people to 
dine alfresco, safely without ruining 
the grass and the environment.   
Perhaps also rentable bikes, such as 
the boris bikes in London. 

Keep promoting cafe culture all 
throughout the city!!! We need more 
cafe culture and also live 
entertainment etc 

Union Square should have been built on 
site of Market!

Permanent throughout the summer 
perhaps. 

I am completely against the siting of 
a new soccer stadium in the beach 
area. Enhance the existing open 
space (Queens Links) for the 
enjoyment of all.

Vital need to cover proposed pedestrian 
section between Market St and Bridge St 
with glass roof to make suitable for all 
year use. Also need covered link to Union 
Square. 

Currently unused area in heart of the 
City. Used to be a buzz of activity 
when I was a child. Create shuttle 
bus service from Castlegate to Beach.

Create shuttle bus service between 
beach and city centre

Vital to keep Aberdeen Football Club 
stadium in the City to enable easy 
access and maximise use of City 
Centre businesses.



Union Street. Needs a tidy up however 
there needs to be a reason to go there 
area looks dated and shops are in poor 
condition, perhaps market gardens 
produce,  like in winter other pavements 
are hardly small widen them? Really? 

Pedestrian area fine but if it destroys 
access or though roads thanks to 
new one was streets and changes 
travel though city is poor as old 
streets and poor decisions on placing 
eg. Broadford new cycle path due to 
making roads one way is fine, but 
thanks to roadworks next to traffic 
lights, protected by temp traffic 
lights poorly set up timing (and poor 
drivers) led to a mess at best and 
madness at rush hour do anything to 
assist traffic flow, cycles OK but 
Aberdeen is set on hills consider how 
many would benafit compared to 
how many are inconvenienced, the 
diversion caused by the roadworks 
added to the new one way systen 
caused severe congestion and quite 
a diversion. 

Area has some charm and I like old 
style layout an update to bring 
customers down that end

They ain't bad but public transport 
from town centre leaves people 
walking rather than taking transport 
and it's
Quite a walk though a boring 
industrial area

There is plenty access for bikes and 
pedestrian area's please think 
through before spending money on 
people's "pet projects" 

Please fix the basics first roads to 
access great if they don't need a 4x4 
to get through potholes

Reduce rents and encourage small 
business! Why can't we have small 
independent shops instead of horrible 
chains, vape shops and betting shops. 

Clean up the castle gate try and 
discourage the alcoholics and 
encourage more cafe culture. 
Generally of it was nicer then that 
would be a nice spot to eat/drink 
and socialise with view down union 
st. 

Improve overall appearance of 
beach. Replace rusty railings and do 
something with the bit under main 
section that is used as a toilet...

The proposal for a new stadium for 
AFC at the beach is considered to be 
very desirable and is a far more 
suitable location than the current 
proposal at Kingsford.  Fans will be 
able to walk to stadium n many 
cases and people attending will not 
be adversely affected.



Union St needs reduced rates to get 
shops back and to get diverse shops and 
cafes. A shuttle bus from Union Square 
and up and down Union St would be 
helpful. Needs to be more presentable. 
Not in favour of yet more flats, should be 
retail and cafes. Do not like the 
pedestrianisation

Area ruined by Marischal Square 
being built - dominates area, 
obscures college and P Skene's - 
could have been made a beautiful 
area but missed opportunity. No 
more pedestrianisation or cycle 
lanes (except Belmont St, that could 
work ok) Leave it alone

Mend the access steps to beach. 
Plant trees along length. Add 
children's play areas but do not 
overhaul it and lose it's identity as 
you have with Union Terr Gardens. 
Also leave open areas alone as this is 
ideal for traveling shows

Definitely NO to more cycle lanes. 
We are lucky that the roads and 
promenade offer ample room for 
everyone and do not need meddling 
with. As i said, a play park for 
children is needed, a skate board 
area would be good too and attract 
older teens etc (all free). A park yes 
but a range of facilities in it - no. 
Please stop commercialising 
everything - it is our home

Be great to see more events there 
although it is usually pretty booked 
up. Do not want this iconic building 
changed but the playpark next to it 
needs doing up

Bring back life to the city centre and get 
rid of all the clutter 
This centre is not on par with the 
perception you are trying to portray to 
visitors.  Maybe the councillors need to 
change  their vision , it’s tired and out of 
touch 

The Liesure centre looks old and 
tired and the Sauna /  spa area is 
poorly maintained and an 
afterthought. You need to invest 
some serious money in this facility 

Looks like something from a time 
warp inside. 

Union Street should move away from 
being retail focused towards food and 
drink establishments.  The street will 
never again be able to compete with the 
shopping malls & online shopping, and 
neither it should.  Pedestrianise the 
suggested section, explore the previous 
plans for adding a canopy, and liberalise 
current alcohol licensing laws to 
encourage more restaurants / cafes to 
open.  Maintenance of the buildings on 
Bridge Street, Union Street and Market 
Street is a must if they are to be made 
the heart of the city.

Pedestrianise Union Street and 
permanently link it to the Café 
culture on Belmont Street.  
Encourage the use of Belmont Street 
for street food vendors and build on 
the street market culture that is 
already established.  The linked 
Union Street and Belmont Street 
space could be used for Christmas 
Markets.

If the two main areas of 
development are to be Union Street 
and the Beach, then improved travel 
is required.  Castlegate as a travel 
hub is the most sensible option.  

Keeping AFC’s stadium within the 
city centre / beach is vital to 
maintain the club’s culture and links 
to the city.  The club’s soul would be 
diminished if the stadium were to be 
moved to the outskirts of the city.  
The council has performed 
admirably in enabling the new 
training facilities to be built at 
Kingsford, but there is no 
requirement for the stadium to be 
built next to it.  Many city centre 
businesses would suffer if the 
stadium were to move to Kingsford 
and there simply isn’t the same 
infrastructure around Kingsford to 
justify this.  A redeveloped beach 
promenade with the new stadium at 
its centre, would promote the beach 
area as a must visit attraction for 
locals and tourists alike.  Now that 
the beach location has been mooted 
as a possibility for the stadium, this 
should be pursued with rigour by 
both club and council.  The fans 
would certainly be behind it.  Oh, 
and a Dundee Olympia style leisure 
centre would top it all off.  Give Sir 
Ian Wood a call, see if he still fancies 

Maintain and incentives for business to 
have premises on Union Street - maintain 
high street Eco Electric tram from Union street 

UFC / boxing / sports dinners / AGM 
/ esports / Expo



The back of the Range is awful can 
something be done to enhance this 
maybe wall art or a covered area 
with seating for picnics. 

Union St buildings should be cleaned, 
similar to Marischal College. To see the 
granite gleaming once again would 
transform perception of the city centre. 
Again the Silver City. 

Union Street must be the heart of the city 
and this starts with a pedestrianised 
section between Market Street and 
Bridge Street with a high level of upkeep 
and building renovation/maintenance 
and ownership within this area. Actually, I 
feel all of the above points are valid and 
carried out but the points allocation is 
key for these improvements first and 
foremost. If this section is a success then 
it can be looked to be extended as 
infrastructure and transport improves.

I feel the above point should be 
carried out in the West End but 
points allocation was vital elsewhere.

Again, all of the above are key but 
points allocation has to be focused 
elsewhere.

All of the above again important but 
not a priority in terms of 
immediately action but rather short 
to medium term, particularly with 
links to the beach if that is voted as a 
priority area.

The beach esplanade already has a 
fantastic natural layout but would 
really be further enhanced by new 
road surfacing and designated lanes 
including cycle/walking lanes across 
the tiers from the beach up to the 
road. Modernisation and strategic 
planting etc required here. I'd like to 
see this put to a design competition 
as per Union Terrace Gardens 
previously. Also, this could be done 
in sections year on year towards the 
Bridge Of Don where eventually I'd 
like to see a pedestrian/cycle bridge 
across Donmouth leading to a 
boardwalk type pathway which 
could eventually be extended along 
the beach/dunes as far as Balmedie 
and beyond.

If you are talking about regeneration 
of the beach area, I feel all of the 
above points are extremely valid and 
key, but points had to be allocated 
across other areas. However, if you 
are talking about a centre piece for 
regeneration then a new world class 
iconic stadium in the area would be 
second to none in driving 
regeneration, bringing regular 
footfall to the area and also 
providing natural linkage from the 
city centre to the beach. If all of the 
above could be incorporated in a 
sporting supercentre (enabling every 
day use) stretching from the 
Broadhill to Codonas, this would be 
the type of world class development 
in an iconic area that the city needs. 
I'd also like to see Codonas, and that 
section of the beachfront stretching 
as far as Fittie also included. Let's 
dream big and deliver big on this one 
please.

I believe this area around the Beach 
Ballroom should be incorporated as 
part of the Beach Masterplan and 
redevelopment anyway. This could 
be a mega project. Roads etc could 
be moved or this section tunnelled 
to provide additional space in this 
area, best highlighted by some of the 
older photos/drawings of how the 
beachfront once was.

The changes introduced since COVID-19 
have ruined union st, making it hard to 
visit, ugly and unpleasant to walk around. 
All of the traffic barriers need to be 
removed and roads opened up again to 
revitalise the area.

Reopen school hill to traffic and 
remove ugly street furniture blocking 
access

Resurface beach Boulevard to repair 
damage caused by cycle lane 
introduction, improve beach parking 
facilities and remove one way 
system around cafe area

Cut rents and rates. 
Close the place. It has not been used 
properly since the late 1960.



Too may "To Let" or "For Sale" signs.  Get 
them removed by reducing rates and 
encouraging new businesses to invest.

Would like to see more shops and better 
links to the shopping centres, union 
street lags behind other Scottish cities in 
attractiveness and amenities. Also more 
trees/ flowers green space would make a 
difference. 

Get rid of the empty lots, no cars only 
buses/taxis. Cheaper rent for local 
businesses to fill up empty spaces
Why widen pavements if it`s 
pedestrianised.Remove all bus stops and 
obstacles.
Renovate buildings in centre of town to 
create affordable housing.

Build a stadium 
Create footflow through accessible and 
affordable parking/park and ride. 
Pedestrianise as much as possible. Create 
non ICE cars zones, only hydrogen busses 
allowed through strict city centre. More 
green areas adjacent to union street etc 
to atract families. Influence landlords in 
union street and other streets to invite 
more business back into high street. 

Consider full pedestrian/taxi only 
zone, influence landlords to invite 
more businesses to create footfall  

Streets should be full of people and 
green, not smelly cars. 

Do we need cars passing and parking 
between cafes and the walking path 
at the seaside? Not really, should be 
one pedestrian area, safer for 
families and would decarbonise the 
area. Plenty of parking at queens 
links shops. Would promote all kinds 
of other transport such as cycling, 
scooters etc.

Create facilities compliment to ice 
rink and transition xtreme. More 
green space with more trees, less 
paved areas. 

Currently Union Street is a horrible 
thoroughfare and a million miles from 
the once beating heart of Aberdeen. 
Gone are the department stores and 
smaller retail offerings and now all we 
see are coffee shops, betting shops, 
charity shops and empty retail units. The 
shopping centres have ripped the heart 
out of Union Street and now it's an 
embarrassment to the city. 

Improvements are required all over 
the city centre, not just this area. I'd 
like to see an emphasis on new 
housing and promotion of a cafe 
culture. 

Need to make more of the space, 
currently its wasted

The place is tired and needs 
refreshing and the beach retail park 
just an eyesore. 

Aberdeen is a one-club city and 
proposals to relocate Aberdeen FC 
out to Kingsford were ill conceived 
and appear to be dead in the water. 
If there's an opportunity to keep the 
club in the city as appears to be the 
case I'd be very much in favour. 
Development of a new stadium 
would greatly enhance the fan 
experience, would encourage new 
supporters to attend games and 
potentially lead to other 
development and investment in the 
locality. 



Make Union street the centre of the city 
not Union Square and the Green.

Work with AFC to keep the club the 
beach and have improved 
sustainable transport from the city 
centre on match day. Ensure there 
are enough parking spaces for 
disabled fans 

Need a new beach leisure centre 
with a good pool

It's a good street at the moment but with 
improvement it could be the most see 
place in Aberdeen

A great place to play, have fun and 
keep active so even better facilities 
would be a wonderful benefit from 
people of all ages👍

Bar Restaurant area between Market St 
and Bridge St. Cover and heating for 
Winter. More people better shops

We require later buses from 
Ballroom

Ballroom is an iconic venue let's 
spend some money and take it back 
to its former glory remove the ceiling 
in Main Ballroom back to 70s 

Get rid of the street beggars.

Union street needs cleaned up. The 
buildings need industrial cleaning on a 
large scale and perhaps lowering the rent 
of certain units will entice independent 
businesses to open shops, restaurants or 
coffee shops. The council will be making 
no money from empty units. It’s also a 
disgrace to see only betting shops and 
charity shops and drunken yobs taking up 
the city’s Main Street. 

I was saddened to hear of the 
potential plan to flatten Transition 
extreme to make way for a new 
football stadium when the new 
football ground was already agreed 
for Kingsford. Not everyone is 
interested in football and would 
hate to see a widely used area for 
climbers, skateboarders and bikers 
be destroyed. The potential for 
drunken football fans invading 
family spaces down the beach is not 
a great idea. 

Leave as it is



Improving access is critical as is 
developing what is there. The lack of cars 
in Union street has been a joy. But it is a 
pity about the state of the area. that is 
the problem with this study. Perhaps it is 
too wide ranging. 

Again linking west end and from 
west of the city with active travel 
lanes rather than car parking is 
critical to enhance the city centre.

I guess you cant do everything but 
this process is flawed as some items 
are far more expensive than others.  
eg it would be relitively easy to make 
outdor cafes here but will coast a lot 
more to put cycle lanes at the beach, 
but both are given same points in 
this survey 

Improving access all the way from 
city centre to beach will link two 
areas which are not well linked. the 
SFP temporary cyclepath only 
partially resolved the problem. Some 
major redesign of the route and 
roundabout is required.  

The temporary cycle lanes were a 
good idea but were not in long 
enough to adapt and see what 
works. segregated cycle lanes is the 
safest and best way to go. A dual 
carriageway along beach front is a 
terrible idea.

the ski centre should be with 
Gravitate. The water spots centre 
should be at the sports center at 
Linksfield. Adapt the ability to get to 
these places safely by use of active 
travel 

A public toilet in the vicinity of the 
Beach Ballroom is a must. Ideally on 
the Promenade. 

Union street is an embarrassment at the 
moment, it should be heart of the city 
but it isn’t, police need to move on 
people who drink and make city feel 
unsafe. Pavements uneven for eldery 
people.

The access around Union street as a 
result of the road closures and 
pedestrianised areas will make it hard for 
collection of larger items from shops and 
for people who have mobility issues

The one way system is not good for 
manoeuvring round the city

Encourage more startup businesses 
and cafes / bars by reducing rates for 
small businesses

One way system is poor since driving 
is main way of accessing the beach

Pedestrianising the beach is going to 
cause massive traffic diversions for 
very little foot fall. Why is this even 
being considered?

Al fresco dining and outdoor seating for 
pubs and cafes to be prioritised. 
Continuous use of the Green and food 
trucks to be promoted.

Food trucks, seating, market stalls 
for fruit, veggies and fish to be 
promoted.

Cheaper rentals of shops for small 
businesses More regular street markets 

Shuttle buses from city centre to 
beach 

For new football stadium to be built 
where it is at present easier access 
for local fans

stop opening up shopping malls, and 
bring the shops back to the main street

Take away Spaces for People 



Clean the buildings, more outside 
hospitality, less rubbish shops, clean 
pavements

How about closing the Trinity Centre, re-
house any of their remaining shops on 
Union St & re-develop Trinity as a huge 
car park, with walkways to Union Square 
& Union St. The city centre has always 
been too strung out, even worse now 
shops are so sparse. This might attract 
people to use more areas?

Free parking at Chapel St to 
encourage people to the area? 
Promote as a quality village type 
area like Stockbridge in Edinburgh?

Cold, windy / draughty place, not 
worth trying to make more of it… 
though go back to using for outdoor 
concert at Hogmanay! Could never 
understand why Council didn’t 
charge even a £1 per person, they 
could’ve easily got back what it costs!

Not sure about the stadium idea, 
parking would have to be priority! 

Better transport links for events. 
How do you get there if you’re not 
driving?!

It is essential the stadium temains in 
aberdeen city and the beach seems 
like a perfect location

More cafes, coffee shops facing 
beach

Let’s keep the stadium in the city 
centre vicinity. The benefits to local 
businesses is tantamount to their 
continued livelihood. 
Please remember what made us the 
Silver City by the sea. More buildings 
with granite please 



I would suggest improved pedestrian 
environment from broad street to bridge 
street, however there should be access 
for buses, cycles and taxis, much like the 
area in front of marshciall college.  Less 
bus stops in this area, or if you don't 
provide buses, then use a central tram 
line from castlegate to bridge street, back 
and forth all day and evenings (could 
even be a wee train and open carriages, 
or even tuk tuks - just something to make 
travel around the area better, quicker 
and easier..    Upper floors of buildings 
should be encouraged to be renovated 
and improved for housing/offices.  
Historic Aberdeen needs to give it a rest!  
We need to stimulate growth in the area, 
we need well insulated buildings 
including new windows, instead of 
repairing rotten ones or spending an 
absolute fortune on getting repairs done   
Those that have flat roofing areas could 
also be encouraged to create roof 
gardens (bee keeping/wild planting / 
informal spaces like they have in the USA 
big cities for planting gardens in an urban 
area.  So long as the granite facing is in 
tact, there should be a much better 
freedom to make aesthetical 

I do not spend much time at this end 
of town, so I cannot offer any 
suggestions other than clean up the 
buildings, remove the seagulls from 
them, brighten up the colour 
schemes of the empty buildings 
signage/livery (Inspire Aberdeen 
needs to do more),

This is definitely a good place to 
encourage outdoor cafe and eating 
culture.  Whether it be in the form of 
permanent structures, or temporary 
structures for fairs, markets, etc by 
having undercover seating for 
eating/drinking similar to what 
cadonas have set up at the beach at 
the moment.  Allowing the traders in 
the area to have a share of it.  It 
could almost be like an indoor 
foodfare with multiple food vendors 
(including fast food and local 
restaurants, cafes) and people can 
order online and have food delivered 
to them at a seating area.  I've seen 
this in my travels in asia, it was 
amazing, you could be sitting there 
with your family and all of you could 
be eating their own favourite foods.   
I'm sure somebody like ubereats or 
deliveroo wouldn't mind having a 
slice of that action as well.   But 
seating needs to be in the sunniest 
of areas.   Open up the courtyard 
area at the academy as this as well.  

As lovely as the cobbled streets are, 
they are very difficult to walk on, 
cycle, buggy, pushchair.  You need to 
have a mix of paving to make it 
easier for disabled and young 
families to cross.   Improve the 
mercat cross.  Light it up, clean it up, 
create a seating area.  This area get 
sun for most of the day - we are 
missing out on this.

We already have a dry ski slope in 
Aberdeen so we don't need another 
unless you are planning for it to be 
under cover with real/manufactured 
snow as in Dubai.  We already have 
transition extreme, if needed 
increase extreme sports that they 
can offer. We could however 
encourage more water sports by 
having an indoor surf/paddle board 
machine/waves.   We could also 
create a canoeing/kayaking centre at 
Rubislaw Quarry.  People enjoying 
everything that the beach has to 
offer, should also be able to make 
use of the showering, toilet and 
changing facilities provided by the 
leisure centre.   The leisure centre 
swimming pool needs thoroughly 
cleaned (very dirty pool) and 
upgraded.  If a new football stadium 
is to be built at the beach then you 
need to create a multi-storey car 
park.  As much as we need to be 
green, this is the north east of 
scotland where it rains and snows 
for more than 50% of the year.  
People do not want to be walking for 
miles to get parked.    If you don't 

The outside of the ballroom needs 
repainting to brighten it up and have 
it stand out.  It's a beautiful building - 
 maybe needs some better disabled 
facilities and also the car park behind 
it needs to be cleaned up, resurfaced 
and have a parking entry system 
such as a height restrictor barrier 
which is removable for events (so 
that large vehicles can load/offload).  
However if you allow the double tree 
hotel to be demolished for 
accommodating a new football 
stadium you risk loosing even more 
events at the BB due to lack of 
decent nearby hotels.   Nothing now 
in bridge of don, or beach area.  The 
closest being west north street 
premier lodge - pretty poor.

A pedestrian bridge from Union Square to 
Union Street and roofed-in pedestrian 
area from Market Street to 
Jamieson&Carry would be good.

Too cold for cafe culture! Pedestrian 
area currently causes more 
congestion and fuel consumption.

Please get rid of the traffic one way 
systems and social distancing zones 
which have led to significant 
congestion and increased fuel 
consumption.  Practically no cyclists 
are using the cycle lanes and

Please do not ruin the beach, park 
and green areas enjoyed by all by 
building a new football stadium here.

roof over and pedestrianise central part 
of Union St, have areas with affordable 
rates for independent businesses / stalls, 
short and / or long term.  

As someone who lived in Aberdeen for 6 
years (a blow in!) I would like to see a 
cleaner Union Street, better kept 
buildings (used buildings) with 
reimagining of some of the uses - maybe 
recreate the street as a "village" with a 
mix of uses.



Union Street architecture is stunning but 
the upkeep of some of these buildings 
has just fallen away. If you look above the 
ground level some of these building are 
rotting away. Weeds can be seen growing 
out of windows and gutters. This needs 
attention. 

More greenery and removal of traffic and 
buses needs to happen as well as 
bringing more shops and activity and 
removing low end shops (betting shops)

More shops, more restaurants, more 
public places to sit

Aberdeen fc. New stadium should be 
at the beacb

I would like to see Bon Accord Baths 
included in the overall plan.  It is a 
fantastic building and resource of 
significant importance.  Everything 
that can be done to support the 
community group in reopening this 
venue should be done for the 
benefit of the City and the Northeast

The remedial works required at At 
Andrew's Episcopal Cathedral, King 
Street should be supported in 
whatever way they can. This is a 
hugely significant and important 
building with historic links to the 
Episcopal church in America.

The existing pedestrian area is a 
ridiculous waste of a main thoroughfare. 
The only people it has encouraged into 
the city centre are buskers and the 
homeless. Couple that with the rundown 
buildings and empty units, Union Street is 
a horrible place to be. There is ample 
space for wheelchairs, etc. The shop units 
and buildings need to be improved to 
attract people to the centre of town. 

Concentrate on union street. At 
present, if people want to go to 
shops in the west end, the 
accessible, clean pleasant west end 
and walk in. There is no reason to go 
any further down union street from 
the west end at the moment. The 
west end is doing fine. 

There is little point in providing open 
public spaces (amenity areas or 
pedestrianised areas) unless there 
are businesses to visit. People don’t 
come into the city for the public 
space. These spaces go unused and 
as a result, attract undesirables. You 
should know that front st Nicholas 
square, union terrace gardens, 
pedestrianised union street, st 
Nicholas Kirk gardens, the rooftop at 
at Nicholas centre, castlegate, etc etc

If people want to go to the beach, 
they’ll take the bus or drive directly. 
The buildings at castlegate are run 
down and the retail units there do 
not offer anything to citizens. 
Pedestrians will not be encouraged 
to walk from the beach into the city 
by a resurfacing of castlegate. 
Improve buildings and actually 
encourage business into the area by 
gradually improving union street. 

There is more than enough space for 
pedestrians at beach esplanade. 
There are also adequate transport 
links. Do not make further changes! 
You need to learn from your 
previous mistakes! 

Bulldoze the existing park and put in 
improved facilities for children with 
adequate parking nearby. Make sure 
that it is secured against vandalism. 
This will encourage families to the 
area. 

Do not waste money on fads like 
extreme sports, e sports, water 
sports facilities. This will leave 
redundant eyesores like the “go ape” 
area. 

There is more than enough space for 
families to cycle. Regular cyclists will 
continue to use the existing road 
network as is their wont. 

Finally - do not waste money on a 
football stadium in any other space 
other than the current stadium. AFC 
have already reneged on the 
promise of a stadium at kingswells. 
The beach area does not have the 
transport infrastructure to support 
it. You should know by now that the 
existing stadium did not result in any 
increased revenue for the city. 
Attendees arrived at the stadium 

Invest in and make use of the beach 
ballroom.



The days of busy shopping high streets 
are over. Union Street should be 
purposed as an urban living area, with an 
urban village feel, with green spaces etc. 
People living there means some need for 
retails, and would  create demand for 
cafes, restaurants, small shops, creative 
spaces etc etc. Pedestrianisation and 
sectioning off of union street would help 
this. Shifting the heart of the city centre 
to Castle Gate and improving links with 
the beach would broaden the city centre 
and make it more diverse. 

The wider beach needs to be a year 
round destination so activity centres 
are crucial, along with good 
transport connections. Keeping 
Aberdeen Football Club at the beach 
is essential for making the area 
relevant to a wide range of people 
from across the city and beyond, and 
as a focal point for development of 
the area. The city and club should be 
partners for their mutual benefit. A 
stadium that bring visitors from 
across Europe can be used as an 
opportunity to sell the city and the 
more that is happening around the 
stadium the better. A stadium that 
hosts concerts would help put 
Aberdeen more regularly on the 
touring venue of big acts. Prioritise 
the stadium, and create a sports hub 

 around it. 
Allow buses only on Union Street 
between Market Street and Bridge Street 
(like Broad Street)

Maintain one way and 2 way cycling 
on Schoolhill.

Better cycling connections and dedicated 
space and secure cycle parking

Join the Belmont Street cafe culture to 
Union street between bridge street to 
market street.

You must improve the link from the 
city to the beach. As an Aberdonian, 
the beach has played a major part in 
my life. From spending my summers 
at my grand next to the cat and dog 
home, we used to play on the beach, 
children’s playground, broad hill at 
primary age. As a teen it was the 
funfair and swimming in the sea. As 
an adult, it’s walks with the family, 
dogs, Boxing Day walks, and if you 
need time to yourself, sitting staring 
out to sea helps too. I really believe 
we could have a pier at the top of 
the boulevard with cafes and 
entertainment on there. You could 
have an old oil rig at the end as a 
museum, heritage of our recent past. 
I love the piers at Brighton and 
Worthing and think that would be an 
asset to the city.

The beach is an ideal place to keep 
the football club as it must stay in 
the city. The attraction of the 
stadium at the beach will entice 
more people/families to use the 
restaurants entertainment at the 
beach.

more events at the ballroom will give 
it a new lease of life...it could make 
the place famous again

Encourage more shops back to Union St, 
including the market for local smaller 
businesses

Would be easy to separate cyclists 
and walkers by designating the 2 
different levels



Currently, Union Street is a travesty. It is 
less of the heart of the city and more of 
its cancer. 
Do something to attract people back to 
the city centre. I have lived in Aberdeen 
on and off for almost 22 years. The city 
centre is looking very tired now and there 
are so many empty shops/ businesses. A 
lot of the shops that are left are betting 
shops, charity shops and vaping shops. 
These are not places that attract 
people!!! I know that people like the 
convenience of online shopping, but have 
something to attract people in to the city 
centre!!! 

Please do something for cyclists 
generally in the city. As a pedestrian, 
I frequently step out on to the road 
to let cyclist/s past. Cyclists probably 
go on the pavement because they 
don't feel safe in the road. 

Lower half - from union terrace gardens 
to Castlegate as the heart - open, 
pedestrian area - promoting cafes, 
restraunts etc. limit the amount of similar 
shops on Union street 

Parking and one way system a joke!

Dodgy area that no one cares about, 
unless your drinking from a brown 
paper bag!

Emclosed dog run area with 
activities. Less 'cheap' codonas more 
art and culture...! Sculptured, sea art 
exhibitions and classes, so so so 
much to offer at the beach but yet 3 
swings and some rubbish climbing 
frames in the park.. look at the 
splash zone Montrose has!! More 
more more of anything would be an 
improvement!!! 

Anything would be better than what 
is there at the moment! Give it a life! Please!



The seating areas and Citadel is daily 
inhabited by people who are abusive 
to passers by. Good intended 
charities and weak authorities have 
empowered the druggies, prostitutes 
and alcoholics to assemble with 
impunity. Assuming the council want 
tourists to visit the historical area 
then they need to move them on.  
Would these people be welcome in 
Marischal Square ??

The elephant in the room !!  From 
city to beach.
How to cross the busy inner city 
pollution highway full of diesel 
lorries who don't care for 
pedestrians slowing them down.

It's cluttered and tacky looking at the 
moment. Do something to make it less bleak.

The area around the cinema is a bit 
sad and bleak looking. 

Do not pedestrianise Union Street - it is 
needed as a through road

Do not close any more roads - they 
are needed

Do not commercialise it with more 
shops, but provide toilets which are 
open longer

Move the Football Stadium to 
Westhill as promised

Pedestrianise the whole of Union and put 
cafe and eateries on it.
make it a central hub homes cafe walking 
in green space push all traffic out 

Although I agree with pedestrianisation, 
allow buses.

Safe access to all areas for elderly, blind 
and disabled / movement impaired 
people,

Please remember disabled people 
and ease of access for anyone with 
problems that impair their ability to 
move around.

Include Bon Accord Baths in any 
plans. 

Outdoor cafe culture should 
continue in all areas not just 
Belmont St

Need to move some existing 
commercial businesses and create a 
Grand Plas Brussels style experience

I read about a cable car to the beach. 
How cool would that be? Got to 
make it happen

Work in partnership with AFC to 
keep the club in the heart of the city 
and create a community stadium 
that can be used 24:7 by 
Aberdonians, not just 20 times a year

Public realm at beach to be 
improved. People want to use and 
enjoy this area. Extend Nuart. Other 
public art. Look at what has been 
achieved in other UK towns. South 
Shields/Sunderland are good 
examples



As a Flat owner on Union Street, it would 
be an advantage to fully close the Street, 
similar to between Market and Bridge 
Street, and only allow buses or arranged 
walks. Unfortunately, over the last few 
years, the area has become a 
thoroughfare for the boy racer. We were 
all young once but this generation don't 
seem to care and allows them to do what 
they want, when they want, at all hours.

The proposed Beach area for a NEW 
stadium for Aberdeen FC is a great 
idea. Although their training area at 
Westhill is good, keeping the 
stadium in the centre is ideal and the 
spot selected is benificial for 
everyone. Prior to watching a match 
and only a short walk to the 
Stadium, it was great to see 
grandads, fathers, sons, etc - meet 
up in places like The Stag, Prince of 
Wales, etc for a pre/post match bit 
of food and beer to discuss the up 
and coming match. This is from a 
Celtic fan.

Outdoor seating, encourage new and 
local businesses 

Keep outdoor spaces such as the 
number 10 garden, and encourage 
more cafe culture at this end of town 

RGC is a private enterprise, if a plaza 
is to be created choose a public area 
or council school area to improve 

Get rid of all the bollards, keep the 
outdoor seating areas for cafes and bars.  
I like the pedestrianisation between 
Union Terrace and Market Street but do 
not understand the reasoning behind the 
no right turn from Market Street. Stop 
letting cyclists take over the pavements! 
You are keeping people out of the city 
centre with your demonising of car 
drivers.

possible and include some sort of 
covered central walkway to encourage 
walking in inclement weather. 
Connection between the different 
shopping centers is also key.

Keep the Dons stadium in the city 
and at the beach. 



Widen pavements and allow some 
outdoor bar/restaurant seating areas to 
remain. Have a buses only section 
between Bridge Street and Market Street. 
Maybe similar to Broad street, as I think 
that works quite well. Building facades 
are in need of a clean up and repair in 
most cases.

Outdoor cafe culture on Belmont 
street is great, keep it!

The beach should be a major tourist 
attraction to the city, but at present 
it could be done with some TLC, such 
as repairing and repainting railings, 
keeping grass verges neat and tidy, 
not left to grow wild. Repair steps to 
and from the beach, rather than 
leave them boarded off. Little things 
like this are important to all and 
make it less of an eyesore. A little 
more money spent on maintainance 
could go a long way! A half hourly 
single decker bus service on 
weekends and holidays finishing at 
7pm does not encourage people to 
visit the beach!

The closed Hilton Doubletree hotel 
could make an ideal site for a new 
stadium with additional leisure 
facilities.
Why was the art deco parts of the 
beach play park removed? It added a 
uniqeness to Aberdeen.

It's a disgrace I am ashamed of Aberdeen 
and the way you are shutting up our city 
it is dying !!! All you get is dilveroo drivers 
nearly knocking you down and cutting in 
front of you there is no longer any order 
and care in our very small city...Shame on 
you !!! The disabled people in my family 
can no longer enjoy Union Street, there is 
no where to park anymore , they are not 
able to carry any shop more than a 
couple of yards so they are now 
unwanted and discriminated again...They 
have no helps for them so no wonder the 
place is shutting down !! It's a very un 
welcome city now. The disable spaces are 
few and all the deliveroo driver are on 
the. It's disgusting. There is no pleasure 
meeting others for a coffee anymore. 
Stupid one way streets ridiculous. 
Edinburgh nor Dundee have all this 
rubbish carry on..

Remove all the restrictions on the 
two streets. Are we getting to put 
our bills in for all the petrol wasted 
while sitting trying to get down half 
way down Union Street ?? At Chapel 
Street you can wait for the traffic 
lights to change 3 times just to get 
across onto Union Street... You are 
building up distress !! 30 mins to get 
down half of Union Street, that is not 
good business relationship with all 
the people trying to get throughout 
Aberdeen city centre. Most people 
are confused about what is going on 
with the set up.  No wonder they are 
shopping in other towns or online 
it's so.....so. Sad !!

There is no where to park anymore 
to go for coffee. It's awful

Where would you park ?? It's bad 
enough me all my friends and family 
all had to per  behind building or in 
the parks !!! Get the toilets open 
again at the Castlegate.

It's awful !!! You are ruining our 
beautiful beach front!! WHY ARE 
YOU DOING THIS ?? THE KIDS AND 
US NEARLY GET RUN DOWN BY BIKES 
AND ELECTRIC SCOOTERS COMING 
IN DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS... THE JOY 
OF GOING FOR A COFFEE AND 
MILKSHAKES OR ICE CREAM ITS 
HOPELESS... YOU HAVE MADE IT SO 
CAOTIC DOWN THERE IITS 
DANGEROUS... IF THEY WANT A 
CYCLE PATH FOR MILES AND MILES 
BUILD THEM ONE SOMEWHERE ELSE 
!!! MONTREAL HAS A 19 MILE CYCLE 
ONLY PATH AWAY AND SEPERATE 
FROM BUSY AREAS... WHY ARE YOU 
DESTROYING ABERDEEN !!! 

Why would anybody want to have a 
football pitch with violent people 
screaming and swearing and jumping 
...canyon imagine trying tosunbathe 
with all that racket going on...The 
children will be frightened and 
would I....

More parking spaces are needed at 
the beach areas . We have many 
lovely events  ..it's a beautiful events 
area you could put some lifts and 
escolaters inside for the public and 
the staff... It has the most beautiful 
spring floor for dancing in it and 
Aberdonians have danced the years 
away for n it. Also good concerts and 
events. It's a great place.
Don't ruin it like you have Union 
Terrace...it's a massive mess !!!



create a modern atmosphere 
football stadium very near the 
centre of our community, this would 
enhance the hugely significant 
community work done by AFC and 
the AFCCT. The fact they have made 
over 25000 well-being calls over the 
pandemic period is unprecedented 
in the area reaching families alive 
over aberdeen and the shire. It is 
about time the local council 
appreciated the tremendous work 
carried out by the club and support 
the vision.

Too many bookies and charity shops, 
encourage local business and food 
markets to open 

I am not sure what improving 
pedestrian priority on the Beach 
Esplanade involves. I love walking at 
the beach. Plenty of open spaces to 
walk around. Money could be better 
used elsewhere

Much has been said about Pittodrie 
moving to the site of the former 
Patio Hotel. I struggle to understand 
how this would regenerate the area 
or indeed the city centre. We should 
be looking at Dundee for example. 
They are moving forward with the 
V&A and an offshoot to the Eden 
project has been announced 
recently. This is the sort of project. 
the Council should be investing in. 
Something more appealing to a very 
wide community.  A new football 
stadium is a matter for AFC and 
private investment. After all, a new 
stadium is potentially used say 6 
months a year, alternate Saturdays 
and some midweek games. As for 
the water sports centre, again 
unclear what that would 
involve…indoor, outdoor? Replace 
the Beach Leisure Centre? A new BLC 
with up to date facilities could be a 
winner as the centre as it stands is 
certainly showing it’s age

open up roads that are blocked by 
licensed premises tented facilities

bus service to sea front leaving from 
east end of area



Shopping  traffic does not ‘flow’ to Union 
Street - it is virtually cut off from the rest 
of the retail space in the city. 
Pedestrianisation would be the death 
knell. Perhaps an escalator (current stairs 
do not encourage use) linking union 
square to the Trinity Centre would see 
the flow from Union Sq through the 
Trinity Centre, down/up Union St and 
through to Schoolhill St Nicholas Centre 
would go some way towards 
regeneration of retail space on Union St. 

Pedestrianisation would add nothing 
to this small area. Access to all car 
parking for retail is already so 
disjointed (and requires a long 
winded route to access car parks) I 
believe some choose to go to 
Dundee for the day instead. 
Although the aim is often to reduce 
car usage in cities, Aberdeen has a 
large rural population who come to 
the city for shopping but both very 
high parking charges and poor access 
to car parks can be very 
discouraging. Due to high uptake 
Union Sq needs more space on many 
occasions. 

Could be the ‘hub’ for the train 
system to the beach?  The space is 
too disconnected from all activity in 
the city centre and is not large 
enough to accommodate any large 
events for all citizens. 

Maybe a ‘holiday train’ type vehicle 
which could run continuously to 
transport people there?  Obviously 
something more substantial would 
be required in colder weather. 

Aberdeen has a fantastic beachfront 
so anything that enhances it and 
encourages more visitors will be very 
good for the city in general. 

The Beach Ballroom is an iconic 
venue and seriously underused at 
present so anything which brings in 
more ‘visitors’ would be great. ‘Fan 
zone’ for football fans on match days 
(especially in poor weather) perhaps 
more aggressive marketing of the 
venue to encourage more events?

Open up the roads. The present flow is a 
mess and is generating unnecessary 
traffic in other areas

Caravan site

Not suitable for a football stadium

There is no space for the parking 
associated with a football stadium 
without detriment to existing 
business

Pedestrianised area is waste of time. 
Open for traffic again please. 

This consultation is bollocks. Totally 
biased. Get a grip. NO MORE PEDESTRIANISED AREAS. Relay existing slabs properly  No new stadium. Keep green space. 

Look after the parks you have. Keep 
Pittodrie where it is. 

Dirty, underused eyesore

Reinstate travel in both directions on 
the beach esplanade at the stretch 
outside the cafes. Having this 1 way 
only is not sufficient, remove the 
cycle lanes here abs allow travel to 
flow in both directions.



Union street is a complete disgrace. It 
needs a complete rethink, from basic 
cleanliness and maintenance to 
accessibility & mobility, building use 
conversations to remove empty shops, 
better homes and shops to encourage 
people back to the city centre. The lack of 
completely protected walking and cycling 
infrastructure linking the west end down 
union street, belmont, castlegate and out 
to the beach to the 2 universities is 
shameful. Im not meaning painted lines 
which are largely ignored by motorists. 
Fully separated walking and cycle lanes, 
beautifully landscaped (think the Deeside 
railway! crossing Aberdeen to remove the 
need for car travel into the city centre 
and make the most of the cities relatively 
compact footprint). 

Do not rip out all the heritage. Dont 
tarmac over cobbles.

I'd like to see busses (not private cars) 
return to Union St.

Union Street at the moment is an 
eyesore. Would hate to think what any 
tourists think of our main high street. 

Totally for citing Aberdeen football 
club at beach area. It would attract 
more footfall than being out at 
Kingsford. 

car access to the full length of the street 
is really important 

Force out pound shops, mobile phone 
shops, ecig shops etc. Unions street 
should be prime outlets stores or 
boutique shops. Not the rubbish 
currently occupying centre stage



The initial UTG plan proposed by Ian 
Wood and voted by a vast majority, was 
by far better than the current project. 
That would have created the Aberdeen 
city centre heart where people could go, 
walk and enjoy

Moving the Stadium a few yards 
from current location to the beach 
boulevard does not make any sense. 
It would be a monster construction 
blocking the view to the beach front. 
Loosing that nice grass area that 
gives a sense of space. Placing a 
stadium there will create building 
cluttering, giving a sense of being 
trapped. It's either at Kingsford or 
refurbish the existing stadium. A 
wider range of leisure options are 
needed to attract people, and the 
temporary places towards Footdee is 
a sample (paddleboarding, surfing, 
cafes...).

Uplift the appearance of this 
building part of Aberdeen's history. 
This side of the beach front does not 
look good at all with the current 
building appearance.

Stadium would be an absolute 
disaster in this location. Would 
reduce accessibility to other users... 
We would avoid this area entirely, as 
we did the old stadium due to unruly 
crowds and parking issues.

Union Street does not benefit from 
pedestrianisation. More needs to be 
done to get the owners of dilapidated 
buildings to maintain them properly.

More Cheap or free parking would 
encourage people to use the small 
businesses in the West End.

Cafe culture is a joke in the North 
East of Scotland, for most of the year 
it isn’t warm enough and people 
would rather be inside cafes or pubs. 
These spaces could be used for 
parking instead, to get more 
shoppers and business users into the 
city.

Reopen the road from the Castlegate 
to the beach. This would help boost 
business in the area. I object to 
money being spent on cycle lanes. 
No one uses them. Trying to stop 
people using their cars is like 
flogging a dead horse. Until the 
council realises this, shoppers will 
stay away and go to retail parks 
instead.

Connections between the city and 
the beach could be made better for 
motorists. 

Union Street is awful and so run down,  
new shops / higher end brands should be 
sought after to populate it and make it a 
shopping haven

This is an excellent area for small 
bistros, business and outdoor seating

Leave the beach as it is but remove 
the car restrictions along the cafe 
part.  No to the potential new 
stadiums atm this green space and 
park are well used by families of 
little ones - maybe invest in more 
play areas and out door events such 
as Pitmedden Gardens do with plays

Improve the existing Ice Arena and 
promote it more

Make more use of this venue by 
providing better bus / city centre 
transfers 



Not quite Union street but for the new 
pavilions on Union Terrace Gardens I’d 
paint them to look like Aberdeen city 
trams as that’s how they struck Me when 
I first saw the images 

From Fittay to the bridge of don the 
roadside upper pavement is wide 
enough to segregate cyclists to the 
half nearest the road & pedestrians 
to the half nearest the beach where 
benches are already sited. I’d ban 
cycles from the lower path between 
don mouth & fittay completely & 
restrict them to the upper path as 
lots of parents & toddlers walk here 
& there’s too many aggressive 
cyclists travelling too fast for 
people’s safety

Promote it much more as a local 
music & arts venue. Sympathetically 
refurbish it & encourage events 
featuring local artists & talent 

Would be nice if all vacant buildings can 
be occupied with affordable rentals in 
Union street 

There has been a criminal abandonment 
of Union St in favour of sideshows 
attracting more political brownie points. 

Tourists and visitors look for quaint 
quirky spaces to explore. Aberdeen 
has made bad use of those few it has. 

The more places for visitors to 
explore the better.Permanent sites 
can have weather friendly facilities. 

These are diversionary projects 
designed to draw the attention of  
taxpayers away from the mess made 
around Union St.

Let commercial interest offer 
solutions to the beach issue.

Cycle 'network' would have to be 
better thought out than just painting 
white lines and making parking more 
difficult. Look at other cities that are 
cycle friendly - particularly those on 
the continent. Certainly don't have a 
cycle lane between the pavement 
and parked cars - recipe for bike/car 
door collisions. Communicate with 
people who actually cycle in the city 
to gain their feedback - the 
bus/cycle/taxi lanes are a joke - have 
you ever tried cycling next to a bus? 
Especially one that stops every 20 
metres for a bus stop. Make cycling 
in the city safer, white lines do not 
make cycling safer.

Buildings need maintained properly as 
currently it’s an embarrassment. Days of 
a mile long Oxford Street are long gone. 
Need to adapt to a new greener, urban 
lifestyle to attract people to live in the 
city center. Make us proud again!!

Stadium as hub for various sports 
centre with improved links to city 
center would be great for city and 
NE. Great location sadly under-
utilised and ignored in the past. 
Focus on sports and general fitness. 
Not many cities have a beach front 
to create a modern healthy hub - not 
much you can do about the weather 
though!

Currently ugly and does not make me 
want to visit as no good shops or 
amenities 



Put the beach back the way it was 
 and get rid of the one way road! 

Improve the actual beach seafront 
look 

Move the whole focus to the car no 
longer being king. But this also has 
implications for disabled people so 
accessibility for those with sensory or 
mobility issues absolutely must be 
considered. E.g. electric trams or small 
hydro shuttle buses

Please remove all bus shelters between 
Market Street and Bridge Street, they are 
an eyesore

Suggest use this area as a bus stance 
for all town busses like it used to be 
in the past

Not a lot wrong with the beach area 
so long as there’s plenty car parking 
along the front as folks like to sit in 
their vehicles and look out to the sea

I am too old to participate in any 
sports hence low marks

Tidy up behind the ballroom to allow 
better parking

Aberdeen Football club must stay 
close to the city at all costs. This is a 
brilliant idea and would love my club 
to stay at the beach front

Much better before the attempted 
pedestrianisation. Should be returned to 
original state.



Union Street should epitomise everything 
Aberdeen wants to reflect. It is an 
incredibly sorry state of affairs to think of 
the volume of investment / money / tax 
revenues / employment etc that has been 
(and still continues to be) generated from 
Aberdeen and it looks as though there 
has been minimal investment in the City 
Centre itself. Union Street is an absolute 
disgrace. Retail and office vacancies are 
increasing week on week and the 
occupiers left are largely betting shops, 
pound shops, vape shops and charity 
shops. Union Street should be the focal 
point of Aberdeen. The area where the 
public wants to go. It should have public 
parks and green space to promote 'cafe 
culture'. This brings people into the 
centre where they will spend money. 

It is refreshing to see there is now a focus 
on regenerating the area but it is 
incredibly disappointing that the CIty 
Council has not done more over the years 
when we were benefitting from high oil 
revenues.

I think one absolute pivotal factor is 
getting the vacant retail units occupied. 

A new public park - a decent one - 
and a new football stadium would 
reinvigorate this whole area. More 
investment into potential 
watersports at Aberdeen beach 
should be considered, too. 

Any public plaza should not be 
priority use for a fee-paying school. 
It had its own funds to provide what 
it needs!

As per other comment - highline 
style walkway to beach 

Create a ‘highline ’ style walkway 
from city centre to beach

NONE

The full length of union street needs to 
be accessible to buses. In order to 
promote a more green way of getting 
about public transport should be 
encouraged and this won't happen if 
journeys are long and slow as they 
currently are with the diversions.

No. The west end is currently a mess 
with one way systems, the removal 
of accessible parking, signs and 
restrictions. As a former resident of 
Rose Street the area was constantly 
bustling. Now there are empty units 
and its hard to access if travelling in 
to the area. People won't visit the 
area if they can't park close by - this 
is why union square is so popular. 
ACCESSIBILITY!

Belmont street is an easy area to 
pedestrianise because with access to 
back wynd it doesn't have too much 
traffic flow. the schoolhill 
restrictions in place currently again 
make it inaccessible and I believe is 
cause for lack of visitors to the area. 
Don't waste money on sprucing up 
an already pleasant area.

Castlegate is also an easy area to 
pedestrianise as its a large area in 
full sunlight. The area is currently 
rundown and could use improving to 
attract people and businesses to the 
area.

the restrictions put in place at the 
beach last year were horrendously 
planned. The beach has plenty of 
paths and space for both bikes and 
pedestrians. the one way system 
along the promenade is working well 
as there is plenty of accessibility 
around the area. The local 
businesses have done well to start 
up and attract consumers such as 
Scot surf school and roots catering.

SPORTS SPORTS SPORTS! Encourage 
more sports to this amazing area. 
Use it to the advantage of everyone 
and encourage healthy living. 
Encourage AFC to stay in the heart of 
the city which would benefit the 
fans. This is where we should be 
spending our money - NOT on city 
centre road restrictions causing 
havoc when normal life will one day 
resume and commuting is in full 
swing again.

There is space to reduce the road 
here but not to have restrictions in 
place. The ballroom may benefit 
from having outside eating areas.

Please remove those recently installed 
benches, really poor design Create a electric bike hub

Improve safety at the beach, 
promote swimming for mental 
health and repair the groynes that 
have already caused many accidents 
due to their poor state with 
structural issues. 

Underestimated, not many music 
performances scheduled 



Having used the pedestrian area between 
market street and bridge for last year 
that has been big success widen 
pavement is nice however one day i 
noticed a fire engine stuck behind buses 
loading / unloading passengers at 
opposite sides of road it couldn't 
overtake, and homes and urban lifestyle 
is a once in a generation golden 
opportunity to change union street for 
the better 

Area of town close to my house and 
unique opportunity to re invest in 
this side of town

Would love an indoor winter sports 
centre with fake snow like they have 
in Glasgow rather than a dry slope 
such as Garthdee. 

Trees should be planted down the whole 
length in pots 

Improve public transport in the 
evening Improve public transport in evenings 

Most important thing is getting shops 
back onto the street! Right now it is just 
filled with gambling and charity shops. 
This needs to change in order for people 
to want and come to union street
The knock on affect of the pedestrian 
zone is awful, if anything create a bus 
gate through the same area to restrict car 
usage, the traffic build up outside union 
square around the one way system and 
down towards the Harbour is trually awful 

Encourage outdoor eating and local small 
businesses back to Union Street. 

needs to bring back people to this area of 
the city again by giving it more life and 
attractions

can’t pedestrianise the whole of 
Aberdeen city centre it makes it 
incredibly difficult to get from one 
side to the other. The cafes in 
Belmont Street have been a hit with 
the locals and they should remain as 
they are 

Possibally only buses disabled cars and 
deliveries in a one way system

As long as their is a warm place to 
wait for connections and somewhere 
to sit while waiting

Remembering that active travel will 
mean taking public transport so that 
they can take excercise when they 
get to the beach

Also provide some activities for 
people who do not like sport or 
Cadonas.  

Some actitities for not sporty people 
would be nice.  And things for all the 
generations.  



Make it a residential and business hub 
away from retail focus. Cafes, 
restaurants, new entertainment ideas 
welcomed along with local shops and 
personalised retail options.

Bookies and pound shops should be 
allocated to the smaller side streets. All 
the buildings should be cleaned and 
gutters and chimneys cleared of weeds. 
At the moment union street is a mess!. 

Let the buses and traffic use it. If you 
want people there, give them easy access.

Reduce rates to encourage small 
businesses to set up.

Improve what's there, fix stairs to 
the beach, fix fencing.
A huge no to football stadium - use 
the existing one.

Putting a sports complex there will 
shut out the users who already use 
it. A football stadium would turn this 
area into a no go area for the usual 
users.Stop this crazy plan, we 
have/had one , remember?

Worth keeping, wonderful for civic 
events.

Difficult choice between developing 
or leaving well alone

Give small business’s a place to advertise 
(for a fee) on union street. Council to 
stop being so heavy handed with small 
business, removing and destroying their 
advertising boards, making them take 
down attempts to innovate in the city 
Center. The bullying has been noted from 
the planning department of Aberdeen 
city council.

We need to bring back the market to 
castlegate. One week a farmers 
market, the next week fine foods, 
next week bric-à-brac and carboot 
and the last week of the month a live 
music (local bands/Scottish music) 
and food.

Review of rates to make it easier for 
independent businesses to thrive on 
Union Street.  More security or policing at 
night to promote safety.  More trees to 
create an Avenue if you are looking to 
pedestrianise any part of it.

Cafe culture enhanced.  Incentives 
for owner managed, independent 
boutiques. More support for local businesses

More greenspace at the heart of 
Castlegate.

Turn the street side of the 
"Amadeus" shops into a covered 
stalls areas to add more life back to 
the dead zone that the rear of the 
shopping complex has created.  
Consider beach huts for rental.  Deck 
chairs for rental - like the old days.

Need attractive parking within 1/2 mile of 
city cetnre, so people can actually go 
there to walk around. 

Free bus shuttle from nearby parking 
area to beach, to encourage visitors 
without cluttering the Beach Blvd 
with cars.



Can we have a part of the beach 
where dogs are not allowed? For 
people that are afraid of dogs, it is 
currently almost impossible to walk 
on/by the beach. 

Be so good for the city and 
community 

Clean the facades. 

This area is posh enough. Focus on 
areas that need investment, not 
those that are doing fine already.

If the college wants a plaza, they 
should pay for it, not the council. 
They get enough money from their 
pupils. The council should focus on 
putting money into areas that don't 
already have it.

There's enough indoor facilities. 
Focus on outdoor space. Irrelevant

Above all else, fill the empty shops!!! 

Vegetation should be removed from 
rooftops and guttering as a matter of 
urgency, before masonry is dislodged and 
kills someone!

More accessible for people with 
disabilities. Can be difficult for them 
especially since the pavements are so 
busy.

Union Street is currently a disgrace and 
an absolute affront and embarrassment 
to Aberdonians. Do something to 
encourage independent shops. There is 
no need to pedestrianise any part of this 
street, at least keep it open to public 
transport, taxis and blue badge holders. 

At least there are one or two quality 
independent shops in this area, 
could do with more

Again get rid of clutter, encourage 
independent shops/markets. need 
public transport access.

Keep the new stadium away from 
Westhill.



Independent shops and traders have to 
be attracted to and be able to afford rent 
on Union Street to make it an interesting 
and attractive street to shop on and 
attract a young urban residential market. 
Aberdeen used to have lots of quality 
independent retailers who has solid 
businesses, think E&Ms, Hamish Munro’s, 
Bruce Millers, Munro’s Tourist Agency 
which worked well with the mix of High 
Street brands. The shopping experience 
has to be top quality to attract customers 
who are now more likely to shop on line. 

The Triangle outside Robert 
Gordon’s used to be so attractive 
and a beautiful peaceful place to sit, 
green spaces, trees, benches in the 
city centre creates a welcoming 
atmosphere 

The beautiful buildings at the 
Castlegate should be highlighted 
with night lighting of the granite. 
Pedestrian square should be used for 
weekly markets of quality artisan 
producers, fruits and veg market to 
attract minority groups as well as 
locals: check out Lewisham market! 

Improve the retail & hospitality 
offering at the beach and make it 
feel Like a typical seaside experience. 
Brighton, Whitby have excellent 
seaside offerings without the beauty 
of Aberdeen’s beach front

The jewel  at the beach needs some 
polish and with better public access 
to the beach especially at night this 
should be a go to venue for amazing 
events 

.

Union street traffic can’t move since 
COVID cones Once again traffic doesn’t flow 

Union Street is becoming a disgrace. 
Everything moving out. Needs incentives 
for smaller shops to help them stay

Need to be more venues for day 
activities 

Relocating stadium is a priority  to 
rejuvenate beach area. Keep the fans 
in the city. Easily  accessible. It's the 
heart of AFC

Rather than blocking it, allow buses and 
taxis to use it at all times and private 
vehicles at less busy times. 

It would be brilliant if Aberdeens 
new stadium was built at the beach 
and improve ways to get there. More 
regular buses for example. 

pedestrianised  area from belmont 
street to art gallery entrance.

Stadium should be near city centre 
location to help boost economy in 
the heart of Aberdeen

put it back to the way it was pre covid 
and get rid of all the clutter from wooden 
bus stops etc it looks shabby

open up the roads again disabled 
people find it harder to get around

A new stadium for Aberdeen FC is 
essential. Plus developing new 
outdoor & indoor sporting facilities 
for the public.



The wooden things that were built are an 
expensive eyesore, the “tents” that pubs 
were able to erect also detract, as 
someone who took up cycling last year, 
the ability to use Union st safely was 
really nice and I appreciated that, 
however there were a lot of ill thought 
out obstacles which were dangerous to 
those who were visually impaired or 
elderly, 

The traffic on the beach front is 
inconsiderate. There is the potential 
to create a wonderful cafe culture on 
the beachfront with safe access for 
cyclists and pedestrians but it needs 
to be done with thought to the 
impact on local areas and traffic flow 
and not just a half assed attempt as 
during Covid which alienated 
everyone!

The  most dirty main street definitely  in 
Scotland most probably  Europe a bloody 
disgrace .

Stadium will destroy the feel of the 
area and much needed public money 
should not be spent on stadium for a 
privately owned football club.

With so many vacant premises, some 
kind of financial incentive is likely to be 
necessary to try to attract new businesses 
to Union Street, as well as significant 
improvement to appearance of the area 
and upkeep of buildings.

Not sure that 'additional space for 
people movement' will actually 
improve footfall in this area.  I think 
other incentives are necessary - 
again, a growing number of vacant 
premises is an increasing issue.  
Could any financial incentive be 
given to attract new businesses to 
the area?  An incentive such as a well 
publicised reduction in parking 
charges might help to attract 
customers to the area.   
Appreciate aim is to try to reduce car 
usage in city centre but reality is that 
a lot of people still want the 
convenience of driving into town, or 
at least to the edge of the city 
centre.  Otherwise there's a 
continued risk of losing custom to 
out of town retail areas eg Westhill.

While it is important to try to 
improve links between beach and 
city centre for non drivers, I think it 
is equally important to retain ease of 
access and ample parking for those 
who will, inevitably, wish to continue 
to drive to the beach.

Beach Ballroom is a lovely building 
and great venue but currently not 
easily accessible by public transport, 
particularly in the evening.  If 
increased usage is to be considered, 
transport links need to be improved.



Union street really needs shaping up in 
order to compete with other cities, not in 
Scotland but the UK. So many people 
complain about lack of cars around there, 
however, I think it's great. More walking 
and leisure areas the better. Every city 
that is thriving in the UK has these areas. 
Aberdeen has attracted some very rough 
and aggressive individuals and people are 
beginning to take notice. If the city 
doesn't respect it's image, the public 
certainly won't. If the masterplan goes 
ahead, it could be great not only for the 
economy and tourism, but the overall 
public opinion on the city, instead of it 
simply being grey.

Aberdeen needs to keep the football 
stadium within the city. Not only 
would the footfall raise local 
revenues, but established business 
could struggle if the stadium is 
moved outside the city

Remove it

We have enough parks Love the Beach Ballroom

Develop the near/on beach facilities: 
Something with an area for various 
clubs and users can store kit, a 
function room and a lifeguard 
tower/unit.

Currently is disgrace for being the heart 
of the city. Too many empty shops, even 
before lockdown. Lower the rent and the 
rates to encourage business back

Could be easier accessible for people 
not fortunate to have transport



More led lights like for chrismas. 
More neons more lights! The city at 
night just now is dull af. It is awful 
that nothing ever gets done in 
aberdeen. 

There is so much room there. Why 
not get caffees and pubs to open 
proper beer gardens all year round?!

One was street system for xard and 
bike lane is a fucking joke. Does any 
one of planners ever been to a beach 
in aberdeen. No need for bike lanes. 
All it happenee with the bike lane 
was a fucking traffic. 0 bikes on 
them!!!!!!!!!

Why the council no promoting more 
business instead of building more and 
more student accommodation, flat, hotel 
and office while oil workers left the city 
and business suffered especially 
hospitality. It's a pity!!

Clean up/repair buildings. Get proper 
shops in that are not 
vaping/betting/charity shops. Remove pointless bike lane Re-open Bon Accord Baths
Union Street is a shadow of its former self 
having been decimated by the building of 
the Union Square development - it is very 
tired looking with no real appeal to get 
people to visit.

Owners of buildings need yo take 
responsibility and tidy up their buildingd Tidying up of buildings

Use the space for good of locals, 
summer / Christmas local trades.

Cycle paths! 

Consider a radical change in planning and 
housing policies by encouraging 
residential use in the heart of the city, 
converting unused offices and retail 
spaces

New all purpose football stadium the 
can be shared by all
Keep Aberdeen FC ground at the 
Beach .... Please!!!



Encourage car access and cheap/free 
parking centrally and footfall will 
increase. Current (antagonistic)  
approach struggles to encourage 
shoppers and visitors. 

New stadium would bring life to the 
beach front and could be used as a 
centrepiece for the rejuvenation 
project. This is a must have.

Why is there no reference to 
investment to upgrade the outdated 
Beach Leisure Centre?

More gigs at the Beach Ballroom as 
it's an amazing venue for a concert.

Pedestrian areas are fine if there are bar’s 
etc. There are none between Market 
Street and Bridge Street!

The recent cycle lanes were an 
absolute joke.

Need to focus on supportive businesses 
to stay on union street-give people a 
reason to go there. 



The route from city centre to the 
beach should be improved first 
before pedestrian priority on the 
beach esplanade. The route/s to the 
beach need to provide safe & 
enjoyable experiences to walk/cycle 
otherwise people will continue to 
drive to the beach. If you restrict the 
parking and access to cars without 
providing a better route for active 
travel from the city centre first it will 
only restrict people from accessing 
the beach altogether. One route 
could for example take in the 
Deeside railway line, Duthie Park, 
Ferryhill, Union Street, Castlegate, 
Beach Boulevard with various stop 
off points inc. cafes, shops, green 
spaces etc en-route. I live in the city 
centre approx. 4km from the beach, 
a distance many run/walk regularly, 
however I have only ever run to the 
beach on a couple of occasions as 
there simply isn't a particularly nice, 
safe or enjoyable way to get there. I 
run and walk along the beach often, 
but I always drive there to do so - It 
would be amazing if there was a safe 
and enjoyable route to get there 

A water sports centre makes a lot of 
sense here along with a public park 
connected by well considered 
walking and cycling routes to the city 
centre.

This is an amazing building inside & 
out that should play a key part in 
development of the whole area.

You need more disabled parking and 
access to the beach front 

A new stadium is pivotal for future 
of Aberdeen City and the revenue 
from football fans going to and from 
football in our original location.

New stadium should be main stage 
at the beach ripping it from the city 
centre will be a death sentence for a 
lot  businesses. 



Close trashy shops and betting 
shops.Encourage small traders.  Plenty 
restaurants and bars
Save The Uptiwn baths they are well 
worth saving. If they were in Glasgow 
they would be saved

Waste of a lovely area due to dodgy 
individuals hanging about. 

Under no circumstances should a 
football stadium be located in this 
area. This area should be saved for 
everyone,  not just football fans Should be kept open 100%

I really love the idea of pedestrian/ 
cafe culture in Belmont street its so 
attractive.

Most inviting it's ever been was during 
covid when it was shut to cars and 
busses. Felt properly European. Where as 
before it was just fume cabinet we would 
avoid 

The castle gate cafe culture outside 
is a great addition to the city. Again 
makes the city feel forward thinking 
and using its outdoor space wisely 
instead of just more space for cars Current 

Cycle facilities changing too often 
very confusing for users as well as 
some of the options putting cyclists 
at high risk of incidence involving car 
doors 

Union street was one of the most iconic 
and vibrant cities - until the last few 
years. its neglect is due to the 
construction of indoor shopping centres - 
St Nicholas and Bon Accord being the first 
to detrimentally affect the Union Street 
vibe. More recently Union Square (which 
is a misnomer, and should have been 
Guild or Station Square) and the awful 
carbuncle of Broad Street are not only to 
the detriment of Union Street but also 
eyesores! Aberdeen has such amazing 
history and stunning architecture with 
granite building, please please don’t lose 
the character of the Granite city and its 
iconic history and architecture

Rebuild football stadium on current 
site!

Currently the area looks dirty and run 
down. I’d like to see more local shops and 
projects running out of Union street 
instead of vape shops, bookmakers and 
pound shops.

Parking is an issue. I don’t feel there 
are as many local shops as there 
used to be. 

It’s currently an eyesore and mess.  Look 
at Dundee for inspiration, they have 
changed the city centre for the better, 
miles better than Aberdeen 

Should promote small businesses 
here, otherwise this end will die.  
Not far off it now! 

Save funds and space by making AFC 
redevelop Pittodrie! 
Do whatever it takes to get the new 
Aberdeen FC stadium located in 
Aberdeen. Make it accessible by 
various means. Bus, tram and car. 
Provide viable and cost effective 
options. 



Very run down but could be a nice space 
for cafes, chic shops and relaxation 
activities particularly over celebration 
times eg Easter, school holidays, 
Christmas etc

Yes needs updated but not too much 
of a priority

Nicer area and reasonably well 
maintained

Nice area but even signposts to the 
beach would help

Beach is a delightful area and some 
of the cafes could do with being 
upgraded

I think this works as it is as games for 
everyone can be played in the grass 
areas including outdoor fitness and it 
is a natural unspoiled area with 
Broadhill as a focus

Move the football away! It creates 
far too much congestion! Noone can 
use the leasure centre or get parked 
when the football is on. There is 
more to Aberdeen than just football!

Many Buildings above street level are in a 
terrible exterior condition, the council 
needs to take enforcement steps and 
work with owners and landlords and 
clean these up alongside the 
regeneration.

Street clutter should not exist in the first 
place.

Pedestrian zone is a joke and pavements 
are more than wide enough already 

Pedestrian zone causes so much 
grief. Cafe culture in aberdeen is a 
pipedream. We do not have the 
climate for this

Buildings neglected grass growing on 
roofs and gutters granite facings require 
cleaning make use of whole length of 
union street

Clear gutters of grass etc. And clean 
facings Adequate No stadium

Hiring ballroom too expensive for 
events

We need to regenerate our main Street 
to make it attractive to shoppers, diners 
and visitors to our city. Let's restore some 
pride to Union St.

Pedestrianise and add outside pub and 
cafe seating like other European cities.

More shops, clean and granite and more 
bars/clubs 

Have more bars, bistros and 
restaurants open. So people can sit, 
enjoy the view and good food/wine 
then can get a taxi or bus into town 
easily.



It's an embarrassment and something 
desperately needs to be done to bring it 
back to life. Pedestrianisation can only 
work if decent shops, cafes, restaurants 
and facilities are available. Incorporate 
something that brings people up to 
Castlegate and utilise that space better

Create a main square/hub with 
cafes, bars and shops  like other 
European cities, such a wasted 
opportunity as is

Pedestrianise all of the street except for 
buses.

This is the area that we always came 
to to watch Aberdeen play football it 
is easily accessible and has plenty 
parking opportunities there. We 
would be very disappointed to have 
the AFC stadium moved to another 
part of the city when there is space 
and opportunity to let it remain at 
the beach front. The stadium being 
in this area is part of their history 
and it would be great for it to stay 
there. It is also good that it is so 
close to union street and shopping 
centres as some families can go and 
they can either go to football or into 
the city centre.
Keeping Aberdeen FC on the beach 
front should be a priority for the 
council. A city/club the size of ours 
should be at the heart of future 
plans on the beach and could be a 
show piece of what Aberdeen has to 
offer



The problem with union street is that 
there is little to attract people. The shops 
are not great - mainly banks, charity 
shops; it’s generally a bit trashy. It should 
be like Buchanan street in Glasgow, 
where there are lots of great shops, but 
all the great shops are drawn to the 
malls. The American style shopping mall 
has been the aspirational shopping 
development of recent years. Union 
street is down at heel and full of drug 
addicts. It is so far removed from the 
bustling shopping hub I remember from 
my youth. It is an awful place now: Dirty 
and degenerated. It’s not about the 
pedestrianisation - it’s more about what 
is there to attract anyone.

The streets around the whole city 
are in disrepair.

I don’t know where flour mill lane is. 
Outside cafe in Belmont street 
sounds good. Just remember, most 
of the year long is cold and windy. 

Why is this survey obsessed with 
street surfacing? 

I dont think you have picked up on 
the best ideas. How is pedestrian 
priority on the beach esplanade 
going to help?!!!
The Beach Leisure centre is 
DISGUSTING. It is mobbed and in 
permanent disrepair. It would have 
more impact to repair existing 
facilities than start messing around. 
There is not a problem around lack 
of pedestrian areas. The problem is 
that the city is run down, dirty and 
neglected. Please don’t waste money 
on stupid projects that will make no 
positive impact. 

The Beach Leisure centre is 
DISGUSTING. It should be improved 
and modernised and are cheap for 
youngsters to go to. 

Avoid limiting traffic too much as 
stopping traffic will cause less visitors to 
the city centre and people will go to out 
of town places where they can park more 
easily and the city centre will be more 
neglected.

NA
Commerce is non existant, boarded up 
shops and empty units. Rates far too high 
for private/family owned business. In a 
state of complete disrepair.

More facilities and amenities such as 
toilets. Seating area's. Family area's. 
Outdoor exercise equipment.

There should also be a continuation of 
pedestrianised section from Bridge St to 
Market St.

This area, often called Little Chelsea. 
This area requires major 
refurbishment including 
pedestrianised area providing an 
outdoor cafe culture 

As we have a business premises at 
the top end of King St. We fall within 
the catchment area for the BID 
initiative. Where are hanging baskets 
and floral displays which seem to be 
reserved for the upper end of Union 
St. Time for a fair distribution for the 
poor east end.

This study is actively frustrating 
efforts by Transition Extreme to 
introduce new extreme sports and to 
date TX have NOT been included in 
any discussions. 



make out door bars on albyn place 
permanent 

Pittodrie stadium definitely needs to 
stay at the beach

Currently an embarrassment, even 
compared to other run down UK citie

keep it car free, only pedestrian, add big 
fountain or scatter fountains (example 
Kosice Slovakia - singing fountain for 
inspiration), and beautiful trees & 
flowers, you can even add palms (like 
they have in Vaduz, Lichtenstein or some 
towns in England), put more comfortable 
seats for older people or people who 
don't have gardens or need rest and want 
to enjoy outdoor space, also if 
pedestrian, add incentives for many new 
cafes and restaurants and even 
mcdonalds / burger kings to open up and 
have outdoor sitting (like in Czech 
republic, or Slovakian town centres, lots 
of outdoor seating all year round - in any 
weather even in cold snowy days) :) it 
would be woderful as we have a better 
climate than other places in Europe 
(never too hot or too cold, and rain/wind 
can be overcome with nicely made 
sheltered outdoor sitting areas) 



The neglect of the building infrastructure 
on Union Street is a multi generational 
disgrace - who owns them and how can 
we get them maintained properly?

Retain the pedestrianisation of 
Market/Bridge street section post Covid. 
That works. 

Here's one to think about - Harbour 
Energy (Renamed from Chrysaor) are 
currently struggling to resolve a location 
to staff size problem - The Capitol 
building is now too small. Their intention 
is to have all staff in one location after 
buying up ConocoPhillips and Premier - 
both outside the city centre. They want 
to stay in the centre but need the space. 
Perhaps if you encourage Silver Fin 
occupants into Marischal Square then 
Harbour can move into the Fin and you 
can have thousands of workers at top 
and bottom end of the city centre every 
weekday. If Harbour cannot get the Silver 
Fin they WILL relocate, probably to 
Westhill (inside info there). 

Repurpose Norco House (preferrably 
knock it down) and make parking 

I live in Denburn and drive in this 
area all the time. The one way 
system works just fine, just tidy it up 
and make it permanent once Union 
Terrace is two way again.

If you are doing a redevelopment 
involving the Art Gallery you need to 
consider pickup/dropoff of kids at 
RGC - it's already a nightmare at 
these peak times. To stop them 
clogging up lower Denburn you 
could route them up Harriet Street, 
and you'd have to make Marberly 
Street 2-way again, which was never 
a problem when it was.

I bought one of those flats on 
Virginia Street in 1995 because we 
were promised a 'cafe culture' 
development of the Castlegate! The 
Carlton, Castle and Portals bars are 
not 'cafe culture' even in 2021. The 
only culturat impact the Castlegate 
has provided in decades are the viral 
videos of 'man with head stuck in 
bin' and 'thiefing seagull'. We can do 
better!

You'll need to consider something if 
there's a football stadium down 
there, which you need to fight for 
because if AFC proceeds to Westhill 
it will be a huge loss to the city 
centre.

I am predjudiced in favour of the AFC 
project, I really want that to happen, 
this will be hugely important to the 
weekend economy. Right now 12000 
to 20000 supporters arrive in the city 
centre on game day, and then if 
they're going to socialise after 
they're going to do it in the centre 
before gravitating home. If AFC 
move out of the city every supporter 
leaves for the game and few will 
arrange to dump cars and meetup in 
the centre - getting AFC to the beach 
is absolutely critical to the city 
centre weekend economy.

WE NEED A SPLASH PARK. the park 
near the ballroom is so 
underwhelming. Ever visited nairn, 
arbroath, montrose. All have 
beautiful beaches and a fantastic 
splash park! This would make a 
fantastic asset to the city. 

A park for adults would be great with 
work out equipment. 

I have only been to the beach 
ballroom once in 20years. Maybe 
adding  diverse acts would make it 
more appealing to go. Its  beautiful 
and iconic from Outside. 

A much more suitable area for cafè 
culture in comparison to the 
merchant quarter. 

Ideal for markets or buskers or 
public speaking like speakers corner. 

A good quality public toilet in the 
area around the junction of the 
Beach Boulevard and the Esplanade 
is needed. 

Think the pedestrian of a small part of 
union street is a most. It’ll become the 
heart of the city tying in the new gardens, 
Belmont street, st Nicholas, central 
library, his majesty’s theatre and the 
excellent redeveloped art gallery.  

Stadium should be in kingswells, 
keep the traffic away from the beach. 



Relocate shops in Union Street west of 
Union Terrace into empty units in 
shopping centres and centre section of 
Union Street (focus all shops together).  
Remodel vacated shops as affordable city 
living for people working in the city.

Create urban village with separate 
identity to Union Street

Narrow street makes Belmont Street 
perfect for a high glass canopy for all-
year use.

Great venue for open air concerts 
and events

Permanent sheltered areas to 
encourage visitors even in bad 
weather - a bit like the temporary 
marquees for pubs during Covid, but 
make them permanent Insufficient public transport links

Currently unattractive and outdated.  
Concepts must focus on urban living and 
not exclusively on shopping.

Sad and old fashioned - a disgrace in 
terms of town planning 

There are not many cities in the UK 
that have a 2 mile beach front a 10 
minute walk from the main city 
thoroughfare. Every possibility 
should be explored to improve and 
encourage the link between the two.

The beach area is massively popular 
as seen in times of Covid. A new 
stadium here is vital to the economic 
prosperity of the city centre

Cafe culture should not mean ugly 
marquees

Should include promenade to 
Footdee Include promenade to Footdee

Union street deserves quality shops, to 
serve the population of the city and 
attract visitors from north east Scotland 
and beyond. No amount of  ‘pop up’ 
shops can restore the reputation of what 
used to be a jewel in Aberdeen’s crown. 

Pedestrianise between Market Street and 
Bridge Street as a minimum. Consider 
building a canopy over entire length. 
Would enable dining/leisure activities all 
year Free shuttle service

A new community stadium at the 
beach would have a huge benefit to 
the city and the natural knock on 
effect of external investment in the 
whole beach area. Perhaps even look 
into building a pier ...... could be 
used for entertainment in 
conjunction with the Beach Ballroom 
or for water sports

More proper Basketball courts. 
Specifically designed for Basketball 
only not combined with Football.



Lower business rates for independent 
retailers, giving Aberdeen something to 
be visited.  See london, glowing with new 
and wonderful places.  We have the 
major retailers in malls.  Keep them 
there; we need them too.  Bring some 
originality to the centre and encourage 
and support uniqueness.  

Markets. More opportunity for 
independent retailers that NEED to 
be encouraged.  Heart of the city 
with a glowing castle gate! 

Live music and entertainment + our 
football club.  That would be my 
focus on the beech front.  We could 
do wonders to the centre.  The 
beach is a gift already, a stadium 
there keeps with historic culture.  
And the ballroom needs to be 
utilised.

More picnic style benches with 
parasols (owing to the abundance of 
seagulls) would be good. Benches in 
place now are handy but not ideal 
for a family eating together.

Go back to granite facia requirement and 
if necessary vet type of business reducing 
number of bookies and e-cig shops

When I grew up (I am 64) the beach 
(sand area) was packed with families 
having picnics - fantastic!!!

Keep to family type sports and 
enhance the area for relaxation - 
extreme sports are for a smaller 
number of people and not 
necessarily for families

The paths do not need widened. It is a 
nightmare trying to get to the city centre 
right now.

The maintenance of the buildings on 
union street are a disgrace. The council 
should have done something about this 
years ago. There is more greenery 
growing out of the buildings than in some 
gardens.

Ban cyclist's from lower prom

Lower business rates to encourage 
companys to let 
Union street should encourage more 
independent shops, this would be great 
to browse around - like Edinburgh has - 
and leave the big names to the shopping 
centres. Don’t shop on Union Street 
much as my impression is empty 
buildings, betting shops etc. 



Pedestrianisation creates traffic issues 
elsewhere.  See pedestrians and cyclists 
apart

anew fotball stadium could be 
developed alongside or part within 
(see Tottenham Hotspur) existing 
which is an important part of the 
wider beach area. Accommodating a 
new stadium is essential for the 
good of the beach area and the city 
centre as a whole.

work needs to new done to stabilise 
he Don Mouth area.

Union Street feels so empty at the 
moment. It should definitely be the heart 
of the city, but so many shops have 
closed and lie empty. Need to encourage 
local businesses to open there and male 
it affordable and attractive for them to 
do so.

Union Street is just awful vs other city 
centres like Edinburgh and Glasgow. 
Major investment needed to make it  
appealing to bars / restaurants and 
shops. Remove homeless people and 
charity / junk shops.

Incentives for business to move offices to 
city centre. Post COVID, businesses will 
be downscaling office space. Ideal for city 
centre locations.

Unique venue, improved links to city 
centre will help access. 

It’s very nice as it is, possibly widen 
pavements there

Revitalise park outside beach 
ballroom

Keeping pittodrie in the city centre 
will provide much needed revenue 
for local businesses 



Make it a destination again. If shops are 
empty, fill them with bars and 
restaurants. 
The past several years has seen Union 
Street become virtually barren, with 
shops either going out of business, or 
abandoning the street for the likes of 
Union Square. Much more needs to be 
done to attract shops and businesses to 
Union Street, otherwise the city centre 
could be serious damaged for good. 

More pedestrianisation makes 
travelling around the city a far more 
challenging prospect. 

Tidy up Union Street . It is the main 
thoroughfare through the city and should 
look the part from top to bottom . 
Encourage new enterprise and make it a 
vibrant area once more .

A new state of the art stadium will 
bring thousands to the area on a 
regular occasion. This will assist in 
the regeneration of other businesses 
is the area . The beach should be a 
huge draw and if done properly 
would add greatly to Aberdeen’s 
portfolio . 
The stadium is key to this and is a no 
brainier in my view . 25,000 capacity 
and use it for football &  concerts etc 
Attract the pop superstars of this 
world to the city and the public will 
respond . Make Glasgow and 
Edinburgh sit up and take notice . 

Please allocate 100 of my points to 
Bon Accord Baths. I am surprised it is 
not included in tbis survey!

It is the heart of Aberdeen. Make 
Aberdonians proud of it Needs to be attractive to visitors

This building is an icon. Needs to be 
looked after

The surface currently is highly 
dangerous and not disability friendly 
as the stone slabs are uneven and at 
various levels making it difficult to 
cross. 

Beach ballroom is a disgrace and 
embarrassment to the city. It needs 
absolutely gutted, it’s horrible in the 
inside, and should you invest in a 
proper interior designer, and a 
significant amount of money then 
maybe more business and third 
sector organisations would hold 
their major events at the premises. 



Union street is our main street and 
inconic. It must be updated/upgraded. 
The current street is sad and has been in 
decline for years. The traffic and parking 
mess made by the council has 
discouraged people to stay away and 
until they sort this out, this will continue.

The options here show the poor 
thought process of council. It 
continues the thought process of the 
fiasco of the cycle lanes. Madness! 
The beach area is fantastic but badly 
needs upgraded, maintained and 
tidied up. 

Great idea to relocate football club 
to beach area, so to keep it where it 
belongs, close to city centre. Water 
sports complex is also a great idea to 
attract people and utilise our 
fantastic beach area.

Beach ballroom should be utilised 
more.

Union street is currently a hugely 
uninviting place due to the number of 
empty units, units with improper signage, 
pound shops and fast food outlets. 

Belmont street absolutely should be 
modelled on areas like Ashton Lane 
in Glasgow. Existing traders should 
be allowed larger outdoor spaces 
(eg. Tippling House, Latinway), 
empty units need to be focus for 
reinvestment (eg previous Pizza 
Express building). 

The castlegate is massively unused 
space with so much potential. The 
walking and public transport 
connections to the beach need to be 
safe and accessible. Vendors like 
Staxx at the beach should be 
encouraged to stay permanently and 
would benefit from much better 
connections to the city centre. 

Sadly, Union Street is too long, 
maybe needs to be cut into sections - 
 new branding/marketing (as I'm 
sure that's your plan - and 
minimising traffic, more trees and 
narrower road sections) - I've always 
seen the top half of Union Street 
(Rose Street/Thistle Street) as the 
middle class/upper class area for 
nightlife, it just doesn't have any 
soul and not the friendliest area 
when it comes to the small wee 
hours at the weekend! 

As many of us agree, the cobbled 
streets of the area give it character 
and the small independent shops 
and bars are fantastic, it takes away 
the industrial look and feel of Union 
Street.

I feel you could get a very European 
vibe if it was allocated for 
restaurants, arts, maybe even a open 
air cinema screen, have music events 
in open area.

As happy as I was to see the 
Kingswells NIMBY's defeated I still 
think Aberdeen FC needs to stay 
central. I guess it how you create a 
safe pedestrianised/welcoming link 
between Castlegate area down to 
the beach, bridges??

Encourage more independent retailers to 
occupy empty shops

Resurface broken streets and take 
away planters reinstate roads to pre-
pandemic conditions.

Make sure owners of buildings keep their 
properties well maintained particularly 
on the outside  

Give the street a make over to regenerate 
our most important street in Aberdeen, 
get rid of all the bookies shops and 
cigarette shops which make the general 
look very scruffy.



Independent shops cafes 
encouraged. No stadium. More sand 
and groynes removed. Access to 
beach important for all including 
surfers and boats 

Absolutely no way a new football 
stadium should be located near the 
beach. It will make football weekend 
traffic unbearable for people wanted 
to enjoy the beach area. Most cities 
actually consider the beach to be a 
resource for enhancing lifestyles not 
to maximise profit. The retail park is 
a prime example of wasting this 
precious area with Amadeus facing 
away from the beach and sitting 
empty for years. Multiple small 
independent shops cafes whale 
tours etc should line the beach front 
encouraging people to enjoy the 
outdoors. The beach itself also needs 
more sand and the groynes removed 
if possible 

No football stadium



There are way too many empty flats as it 
is so please dont build anymore and 
concentrate on making the others 
attractive enough to rent instead  .

The pedestrian areas arent working well 
in the city. The current road layout just 
doesnt work for encouraging people into 
the city. Union street being closed has 
put a lot of people off visiting the city as 
the hassle of trying to figure out what bus 
stops are still valid or attempting to get 
to some of the car parks is awful. its 
effecting disabled people as they can no 
longer get a bus directly to union street 
(have you ever tried pushing a wheel 
chair up mrket street) which isnt great. 
Everyone should be able to access our 
city with confidence and safety. Union 
street being pedestrianised would work if 
broad steeet and school hill were a 
diversion (alonf with market street/guild 
street) round the city centre to help cope 
with traffic trying to access the west end 
but that wont be an option as broad 
street is already pedestrianised. When 
people fully start using the city for 
shopping/eating etc there are going to be 
proper traffic issues which will increase 

Whatever maintainance you do to 
buildings or new areas you create 
the council MUST look into the long 
term practicality and cost of 
maintenance. Think how things are 
accessed within 'beautiful 
aesthetically pleasing' venues and 
the costs of replacement parts for 
regular maintenance. 

I feel that there doesnt need to be 
too many changes here with 
pavements etc. There is plenty of 
space for everyone to move about. 
Access to the beach could be 
improved by replaceing some of the 
closed off rotted away hand rails. Id 
like ti see the area maintained 
better. Im all for wild flower area etc 
but our main beach front from fittie 
to the beach ballroom should be well 
maintained with cut grass and any 
painting kept up to date like doors, 
benches etc. Its the first impression 
tourists get to our area so make the 
area look beautifully maintained

I believe that keeping the stadium 
within the beach area would greatly 
benefit not just the beach but union 
street/city areas too. Historically, 
without sounding stereotypical, i 
would drop my partner and kid at 
the football and then while the 
match was on would either go 
shopping or out for a meal with 
friends. Many people visit 
restaurants and bars before or after 
the football which would give some 
much needed footfall to the city 
centre venues and help boost our 
economy...if it moves to kingswells 
that wont happen. 
After walking at broadhill last week it 
made me think about how they 
could make these plans work and 
the away fan car park would be a 
great location for a new transition 
xtreme centre. The area looks big 
enough to create a brilliant centre 
with parking and isnt too far from its 
current location so still accessible by 
public transport/walking. 

Union Street as currently used is a 
shopping area. Opening the various 
shopping centres was always going to 
impact on Union Street. There has to be a 
reason to go there and that needs to be 
something other than shopping that can 
be accessed on line. I imagine part of the 
issue is ownership of the vacant 
properties. I would be happy to see 
Union Street pedestrianised with 
art/craft/boutique type businesses and 
cafes etc. I have to say though the various 
road closures is really confusing . Oh and 
while I'm at it Chapel Street car park. 
Now to be fair I haven't had cause to park 
there during lock down but really when 
are you going to demolish that and build 
a safe secure area to encourage people to 
feel safe to park there? Also parking 
charges in Aberdeen are disgraceful.

Ok I've already mentioned 
ChapelStreet carpark as requiring to 
be demolished unless it's been 
completely refurbished during lock 
down. The one way system is hard to 
navigate, I have got lost each time 
I've tried to get to Rubislaw recently. Just keep it clean.

I don't understand what you mean 
by pedestrian priority. We already 
have wide pavements on two levels. 
I would like to see the public toilets 
well maintained and that includes 
the ones near the nature reserve at 
BOD. The hide there could do with 
maintenance. I am very concerned 
about proposals to develop the Torry 
Battery area for a dolphin viewing 
area. I go there regularly to watch 
the dolphins and lots of people use 
the area to sit in their cars and view 
the dolphins and views. Funding 
nature wardens to look after these 
areas is more important than 
redeveloping the areas. I think 
investment in a disabled accessible 
area to the beach would be great, 
somewhere where wheelchairs can 
access the sand and water and 
specialist changing areas etc.

Just concerned when you say 
enhance what you mean. I actually 
love the fact that our beach area is 
undeveloped for the most part. 



Currently it’s a very disappointing place 
to see.  Run down and dirty.  No 
attractions. Empty shops. Too many 
bookmakers, too many charity shops. 
Lacking in ‘cafe culture’ and greenery. No 
real destination just a thoroughfare for 
traffic.  Basically one big long boring 
street which is not particularly nice to 
visit / spend time or money in.  Needs 
significant improvement to become the 
heart of the city.

Currently one big wasted 
opportunity and shows a distinct 
lack of imagination or pride.

I don’t agree more pedestrian areas 
are needed 

The beach should be accessible to all 
users not just pedestrians. Cyclist, 
roller blades, scooters, wind surfers, 
etc.  The temporary cycle lanes were 
a huge failure and nothing like this is 
necessary, the prom works very well 
as it is and dedicated cycle lanes are 
off putting to parents with young 
children where it’s better to cycle 
side by side.

Union Street is a perfect disgrace

A football stadium in partnership 
with Aberdeen FC, possibly with 
running track. Water sport center 
with a lagoon type area for canoe 
and paddle board area. Plenty of 
cycle paths and pedestrian walkways.

Inclusion of a new community 
football stadium with Aberdeen 
Football Club is vital. This 
“community football stadium” has to 
be the cornerstone of the plans. A 
venue that can house various 
activities. This also ensures that the 
it is kept within the city & far more 
accessible. 



Castle gate needs to be greened with 
plants bushes, trees and then seating 
added to attract people.
Golden square, remove parking and make 
it a public square with benches, a quite 
spot away Union Street.
Need to review how many bus stops we 
have in city centre. Public transport is 
hinder by the snail pace of getting 
through city centre. Part of this is the fact 
most routes stop 4 times at least in such 
a small section of road.

Beach needs young families going.
Paddling pool, huge improvement in 
play parks, 

Pedestrianise as much as possible . Cars 
do not have a reason to stop on Union 
Street so divert them off it and calm the 
whole area down and make it a 
pedestrian friendly environment.
Widen pavements and encourage a cafe 
culture !

Ensure all commercial bins are 
stored within business premises and 
not left on the streets Cafe Culture has to be  here to stay !!

Our beach is one of city's biggest 
assets - improve the connectivity 
between city centre and beach . This 
will re-energise Castlegate

Compulsory purchase old nightclub ( 
now a shop ) and allow private 
sector to build additional leisure 
facilities ( especially a sea facing 
hotel )

AFC stadium should never be 
allowed to leave the city centre / 
beach !

Get rid of cycle lane and return to 
each way travel along front plenty of 
room for cycles as it is Have more kiosk areas facing the sea.

Union street with its beautiful 
characteristic buildings was and still 
should the heart of Aberdeen city centre 
but it looks so run down full of mobile 
phone shops charity shops and 
unaffordable to rent with owners being 
too greedy. We are the oil capital City but 
we always do things too late I’m afraid 
due to having the wrong people with the 
top decisions and no vision in setting 
standards. If people want a charity shop 
they will go out of there way to find it a 
side street off Union street and limit the 
amount of phone shops intact there 
should be a good variety of shops but not 
those that have plastered windows with 
permanent sale offers all year long there 
should be more control of this also as it 
makes the whole thing tacky seeing this 
all the time off. Give more small business 
opportunities to grow we’ve got to start 
somewhere 

Not a lot can be done with this to be 
honest and I think most businesses 
up this end is more pub & dining 
type businesses used more in the 
evening. I think spending money up 
that end would be wasteful 

Didn’t want to waste any of my 
points on this area as Belmont street 
is already regarded as this type of 
area anyway and I’m not saying it 
should be overlooked but you have 
to crawl before you walk then run 
etc and I think primary focus should 
be on Union street to change this 
from Bering the heart of the city will 
make the town so disjointed. Get the 
core right and the surrounding areas 
can come as things progress

I think it should be reopened it cuts 
off the beach from the heart of the 
city as nd there’s so much more we 
could do with our beautiful beach 
space. The suggestion on Belmont 
street/art galkery plaza area is this 
not something that would work at 
Castlegate as this end of town is 
popular again mainly due to Brewdog 

Codonas have the monopoly why 
can’t the council invest money to 
make money there’s plenty of space. 
People nowadays will spend money 
on things to do with there kids that’s 
what families do at weekends. Also 
in the summer times at least these 
underground areas could be used to 
rent out to businesses or council 
make small bistro areas pod type 
with glass frontage would make a 
beautiful view for dining afternoon 
teas etc looking over the water and 
made a booking only experience 
which is at the moment high 
demand and will be in the future also 

These amenities are desperately 
needed in Aberdeen and there’s no 
shortage of space we have a massive 
beach area but we need areas 
alongside this where drinks and 
snacks are available hotdogs etc 
even when you go to the park we 
have now (can I say it was like this 
when I was a kid and I’m 68!!! It’s 
just moved across the road from 
where it was but once there if you 
don’t bring your own you have to go 
all the way to the other side to get 
anything 

A lot more music like jazz orchestra 
to use this beautiful dance floor ok 
not for the youth of today but look 
at Blackpool tower what do they use 
there ballroom people love nostalgia 
and shows that are basically giving 
you a good night out 



We need to have Aberdeen fc new 
stadium at the beach with better 
access from the city centre 

Please please please do something to 
provide incentives to businesses on 
Union Street. It is heartbreaking to watch 
places like Union Square pull people and 
investment away from Aberdeen's 
historic Union Street.

Most of the pavements on Union Street 
are wide enough already.  The current 
traffic measures are unclear and are 
ignored/abused by many.  The wooden 
bus stops in the middle of the road are 
unsuitable for elderly or less mobile 
people.  The current pedestrianised 
section makes bus routes less user 
friendly especially for elderly and less 
mobile.  Bus services in Aberdeen are 
very poor and expensive.  If you want 
people to leave their cars at home then 
public transport, cycling and walking 
needs to be much easier to access.

Current traffic measures are messy 
and unclear.  People park 
inside/over the plastic cones.  The 
current set up is impractical for 
businesses or should be managed 
properly.  Not directly West End but 
Rosemount traffic measures are also 
not particularly user friendly. Not 
policed properly as many still driving 
up Rosemount place the wrong way.  
Bon Accord Baths could be a 
fantastic part of West End 
regeneration as a community hub, 
fitness facility and venue for other 
activities.

The current traffic measures are 
badly set up.  You still see people 
driving down Back Wynd and 
appearing on Union Street looking 
confused.   The Art Gallery is great, if 
you’re going to make the outdoor 
cafes permanent on Belmont Street 
then how are you going to manage 
the traffic.  Outdoor cafes are a good 
idea but the whole plan hasn’t been 
though through.

At the moment the Castlegate is 
grotty.  Not somewhere I want to go 
myself and I wouldn’t suggest it to 
visitors.  It could be an access point 
for the beach.  If you’re going to stop 
people using cars then some 
alternatives need to be provided.  
Current bus services are very poor 
and very expensive.

There is already large amounts of 
space for pedestrians on the Beach 
Esplanade.  Better public transport 
links would reduce car parking.  

Improve public transport links and 
cycle links to the beach area and 
then the current facilities would be 
made better use of.  There is a lack 
of swimming pools in Aberdeen with 
several council operated pools 
closed due to lack of maintenance.  
Bon Accord baths should be 
supported to reopen as both a 
fitness facility and a community hub.

Without improved transport links 
the Beach Ballroom will not be 
viable.  It’s an historically important 
building but currently cut off from 
the rest of the city.  It would be great 
to put on more events but without 
suitable infrastructure to get people 
there it won’t be used.

No football stadium!!!
No football stadium!!!

I think Union street should be cleaned up 
and more small businesses encouraged to 
occupy empty units. Smaller retailers 
should be given help to open up in Union 
street 

Keep Schoolholl traffic free from 
Harriet street 

This area willnever be the focal point 
for most people 

Leave the beach area alone. No 
football stadium please. We cannot 
finance a private  enterprise in this 
way

The beach area is a mess. Look 
backin time to see what works 
because what is there just now sure 
as hell doesn’t 

This is a treasure and should be 
saced for Aberdeen 

Not worth wasting my time going there, 
there is nothing worth going for. You 
can’t get near it with out difficulty and 
parking cost way too much.

Nothing worth stopping for, there is 
very little there to make me visit.

This has potential to be worth while 
area to visit.

This has a lot of potential and is 
barley used.

Presently embarrassed to bring my 
visitors here. Too many cheap shops, 
vaping shops, mobile shops etc. No 
diversity. 

Area needs to be softened up and 
opened up. Beach front not inviting 
at all. Facilities should have views on 
the sea. No particular reason to 
bring my visitors to the beach 

Union Street from Holburn Junction upto 
Union terrace gardens should be rezoned 
as residential with shops from trinity 
centre up to Castle Gate with all that area 
pedestrian only. Council should also look 
at compulsory purchases of buildings in 
Union Street with view to providing small 
retail pods for e businesses and also 
renting out for affordable 
accomodation(social housing).

This area should be similar to what 
haymarket is in Edinburgh. It should 
have cafe, bars and restaurants. 

Heavy goods lorries should be 
prevented from going down King 
street with alternative route looked 
at. King street could then become a 
cycle zone with bus lane encouraging 
cycle links to both beach and 
university while cutting down on city 
pollution.

A new stadium should not be built 
here. A stadium is hardly a tourist 
attraction look at Dundee waterfront 
and leith in Edinburgh. There are 
enough sports facilities there at 
present.



The buildings and frontages are 
depressing. A huge makeover needs to 
take place.

Aberdeen needs a cycle path 
revolution making it the leading 
provider of cycle routes in Scotland. 

Make union street for people, buses and 
commercial businesses access at 
restricted times. Create a public transport 
model like Edinburgh, where the cost can 
control ticket costs and the quality of 
service to a greater extent. Consider if 
Lothian buses would establish a sister 
company here callled Highland buses or 
similar. Recreate a Market of local fruit 
veg and fish, similar to other cities of 
Bergen, Cork and Dublin.

Designated outdoor spaces 
developed by commercial businesses 
would create a cafe culture. Perhaps 
rent the spaces to pop up businesses 
rather than desingnate as just the 
adjacent owner.

Dig out the Victorian public toilets.  
It was a disgrace that the were 
concreted over.
Reintroduce the road as it was in 
1980s

Our Main Street is currently a disgrace 
and embarrassment Get it back to the way it was before . 

The days of high street shopping are over, 
and the city's main thoroughfare needs 
to adapt quickly.

A nice area which survives change, 
like Rosemount.

Many other parts of the city centre - 
Union St and Bridge St in particular, 
badly need cleaning and 
maintenance, more than this area.

A tram or dedicated emission free 
bus running frequently would help, 
as would improved signage.

A tram or dedicated emission free 
bus running frequently would help, 
as would improved signage.

Not clear if the footprint is big 
enough to accommodate a new 
stadium, but it would be a massive 
boost. It would be logical to create 
activity centres for all type of 
activities, and would boost 
commerce in the area.
Walk & Cycle pathways are already 
adequate.

An historic & iconic building that 
deserves to be an integral part of a 
re-vitalized Beach area.

I think union street could be like other 
main streets in European cities, remove 
the phone and charity shops, 
pedestrianise the zone and have lots of 
restaurants and coffee shops with indoor 
and outdoor seating (for summer), leave 
the shops for the shopping centres 



The attractiveness of union Street and 
immediate surrounding areas eg the 
green, broad street, St Nicholas kirk etc as 
a place to spend time, money and invest 
will be critical to the successful 
development of the city center. It needs 
to become more photogenic to attract 
tourism and local affection. More 
greenery, cleaned buildings, easy to 
access, promotion of local small 
businesses etc. Currently Union Street 
isn't a place you would promote on social 
media. Proposed new indoor market on 
former bhs site is promising. 

This could become a successful 
legacy of the challenges of covid. 
Again this will encourage the city 
center as a place people want to 
spend time in. Traditional retails role 
in drawing people into the city 
center will continue to diminish. 
Therefore services, food, socialising 
will need to be the new draw to the 
city center. This area, including St 
Nicholas kirk, linked to marschial 
square is a critical area. 

Castlegate is currently under loved 
and under utilised as it does not 
connect easily to another footfall 
attraction. Improving both the 
castlegate as a public space and as a 
connection to the beach will help 
encourage people to frequent this 
area more readily. Currently there is 
minimal reason to spend time in this 
area. 

The beach is a fantastic resource. 
Improved links from the city center 
will help tourists and locals combine 
the two locations in one day out. 
Suggest hop on hop off buses or 
similar from castlegate. The 
development of the beach and 
castlegate could grow in tandem 

Again the beach is a fantastic 
resource that Aberdeen needs to 
champion. Investing and improving 
immediate area as a place for 
families, activities etc is important. 
There is large grassy areas that are 
currently under utilised. Improved 
beach attractions will encourage 
footfall from city center, pending 
improved transport links from 
Castlegate 

If not ships the. Make it cafe and 
residential- encourage first time buyers

Cafe culture on both Belmont street 
and union street- it’s such a draw to 
the city centre. Allow for heaters in 
winter like Europe or Edinburgh’s 
george st

At present it’s a depressing collection of 
charity shops and vacant premises

Strongly opposed to stadium as will 
have a serious negative impact on 
where I live and our community.

Needs to be kept for leisure of all 
ages

No place for a football stadium at 
the beach, keep it for all year round 
family activities to use 7 days a week 
and more toilets
No benefits to the residents of the 
area to keep the football stadium in 
town, quite the opposite more traffic 
and parking problems. Leave it on 
the outskirts 

If keeping pedestrian on Union Street 
improve the buildings and ensure the 
property are kept to a high standard.  

Open the Castlegate for markets and 
stalls. Get the heart back into 
Aberdeen. 



Its a disgrace that you dont care about 
the disabled and infirm and general 
people who dont want to travel 5 or 6 
jouneys per day on public transport to 
get their shopping home. Cars are a part 
of getting people into and out of town 
and confining them to the outskirts will 
continue to alienate people. People like 
myself will not stand for less access to 
the city.  You assume that all people can 
walk or cycle or are willing to spend 
hours on the busses to get into town. You 
are deluded. Its time to wake up and 
open the city again and not block it off by 
fantasies

Cafe culture - what a load of rubbish. 
Get a grip on reality people, fix the 
existing problems within the city and 
dont create more.

only allocated points here as its the 
best of the bad choices and you wold 
not allow the survey to be finished 
without allocating all points.  False 
survey, false results.

Union Street needs to be more 
interesting and visually appealing. Add 
things like poetry plaques and activities 
to attract people back. 
Also, trues like cherry blossoms to add 
some colour and vibrancy. Could become 
an attraction when the bloom

Make the west end a "proper" west 
end. Use the stunning buildings 
there as museums and art centres. 
Try to enhance the bar/hotel 
network as the area would be a 
attractive to tourists. Perhaps a 
centre for golf holidays

I'd like a central square from UTG to 
Marschial Square with the afore 
planned winter garden area on the 
Bon Accord center roof

I think it is wrong to pedestrianise any 
part of Union St as it is the artery of the 
city and blocking it clogs up other areas 
of the city.The road is wide to take the 
traffic and blocking it channels traffic and 
pollution into narrow street where 
people live.

If the castlegate does get redesigned 
can we please get our paving stones 
back on to the pavements ie Bon 
Accord St and Springbank Terrace! 
when I first moved here in the 80's 
they were all lifted and horrible 
cement slabs put in they're place. I 
have had guests staying with me 
saying they thought all the streets in 
aberdeen would be paved in granite 
and the pavements are a mess. I like the beach as it is.

The beach Ballroom is a lovely 
building but I think it should be used 
more.

Love belmont St cafes but please be 
more diligent in preventing some car 
drivers still using this road and 
risking safety as well as polluting 
outdoor enjoyment. Should only be 
for delivery vehicles

Love the open space and existing 
cobbles and charm and hospitality 
already provided there. Please do 
not change but rather enhance this 
spot



PLEASE! Take some pride in the city. Get 
the streets cleaned, sweep regularly. 
Hanging baskets, plants etc. Fill empty 
shops with local businesses (don’t charge 
them the Earth to do so). An empty 
property is earning you nothing any way. 
Re-energise this city OR you are in danger 
of being left behind 

You have a real hs me of making this 
area great...go for it!

This is an amazing area. You could 
have proper local markets here. 
Outdoor cafes etc etc. It would have 
a great feel to it. But it needs a lot of 
work done to it. 

In the 80's I was a BT engineer working in 
and around Union Street. The back yards 
were atrocious then (rubbish nesting 
birds etc). If not been improved since 
then? There is a load of background work 
to be done first.

Redevelop and redesign empty 
shopfronts as spaces where aberdonians 
can meet and create; encourage pop up 
events, reduce business tax; cafes 
outdoors

Encourage farmers markets and local 
producers, improve infrastructure 
regarding parking, accessibility, 
bathrooms to encourage more 
events of such kind

Ensure easy and safe pick up and 
drop off of kids to Gordon’s, 
currently city is making this very 
difficult and jot supporting such a 
landmark instructions in this 
endeavour

Create monthly events on 
beachfront directly on the beach or 
on pathway just above including 
music, food, outdoor heaters etc; 
this could be the the most 
picturesque area to spend your 
Saturday and instead it is a poorly 
managed walking path

Mess!

The football club is a great asset to 
the city centre and to the city and 
should celebrated not moved out of 
the city. 

Encourage new shops to come to the city 
by lowering rocketing rents

Ideal area for an open market



keep and/or extend the pedestrianised 
section of union street 

Union Street is a wonderful, wide road 
which has the potential to be the heart of 
the city. By having cars driving through, it 
is noisy, smelly and dangerous for 
vulnerable people. It is great not having 
traffic on one portion of it but if this were 
extended that would be Aberdeen finally 
catching up with other cities in the UK! It 
was be great to have a cycling 
superhighway along the street which 
would promote people to travel there 
cleanly, without congestion!

The beach is a wonderful and unique 
asset that we have, no other Scottish 
city has something quite like it! But 
what isn't right for it to be unsafe for 
families to cross the road, constants 
noise from cars passing and exhaust 
gases ruining the clean air. Indeed it 
is impossible to explain just how 
pleasant and welcoming the beach 
felt over the days when the road was 
shut for the installation on the bike 
lane (and subsequent removal) 
when it felt really safe but ironically 
few motorists got to experience this! 
A car free beach (at least for some of 
it) would make a give travel plans 
very easy and it would show that 
ACC is up for doing things that won't 
please their driver friends, support 
families and ay catch up with most 
other places that have 
pedestrianised esplanades!

If people didn't feel that they had to 
drive to the beach to do their 
excercise,many would walk or cycle 
their, but with excess free parking, of 
course they will drive! By having 
them traffic there, it is harder to 
implement active travel routes, 
make the area quieter and safer.

Union street to be left open to traffic you 
will only clog up surrounding street as 
traffic try and negotiate a way of getting 
from A to B.

This area is already popular and 
should be enhanced 

Close this section of road from 
Blackfriars to Marischal College with 
access for Bus Taxi and restrictions 
for Vehicle deliveries, no drop offs 
for the gas guzzling suvs dropping off 
children to the college while I sit 
with my coffee reading my paper in 

 the Plaza 

The surface must be a priority 
remove and put in a flat surface 
whether it be fancy slabs or tar so it 
is safe for pedestrians and those 
with mobility issues

We already have great connections 
from union street via the castle gate 
ie by walking, leave the beach as it 
it’s dont tamper with the layout as 
seen with the disaster recently with 
money wasted with all the cones and 
cycle lane fiasco

The bygone days are long gone for 
the Ballroom other than maybe for 
Weddings, it’s now a white elephant 
and if losing money, pull it down.
Poorly used, high potential space 

I would strongly oppose the 
construction of the new football 
stadium on the land currently 
occupied by the closed DoubleTree 
Hilton hotel and also Transition 
Extreme.

Need much more green space for 
wellbeing, wildlife, and atmosphere (less 
commercial space)

Make it more inviting to stay 
somewhere beyond purely shopping 
- i.e. more public spaces and 
cafes/pubs

Need much more green space for 
wellbeing, wildlife, and atmosphere 
(less commercial space)

Keep as more 'historic' area of 
Aberdeen city centre

Less cars (esp. parking) and more 
wind/rain protection

Keep Aberdeen Football Club at the 
heart of the community and at the 
family orientated beach location - 
absolutely crucial to reversing the 
decline of a sense of community 
within the city



It would be great to encourage cultural 
activity in the city centre like live music

I think the idea of relocating the 
football stadium here is horrendous 
and would not welcome it under any 
circumstances. The influx of 
thousands of people into an area 
which cannot accommodate it and 
the scale of a building like that 
would be too imposing.
On no account should public money 
be used to build a football stadium 
for a Private Football Club. There is 
already a dry ski slope at Kaimhill. 
This should be improved

Make it affordable for indie businesses to 
open on Union Street instead of betting 
and phone shops

This area is not used enough. Was 
better the way it was before. 

Do not think moving a football 
stadium enhances the attraction of 
the beach in any way. The beach 
area should be used people that live 
in the city. Not everyone would 
benefit by a stadium being put there. 

Remove the traffic restrictions and bring 
back
The buses 

Introduce free parking so we can 
support the businesses in
The area that the council
Have failed with their ridiculous 
parking restrictions 

Needs refurbished Needs a total refurbishment 

It is currently an eyesore!

Pedestrianise the whole street- 
Castlegate to the start of Holburn St

Leave esplanade as it is- already 
decent pedestrian and vehicle flow. 
A clear pedestrian link between 
Castlegate and the beach would be a 
good idea

Get the stadium built 



need more bike stands through out city 
centre.
Need to look at bus stops and remove 
ones that are to close to other ones eg 
bridge street and union terrace. Why 
have stops so close to each other. canopy over Belmont street

canopy over it, more seating, add 
more green

huge public park if not muliple to 
spread the traffic impact.
Sea water tidal filled 
paddling/swimming pool.
Water fountains, like at hazelhead

Allow traffic back along Union Street Allow traffic back

I understand that due to covid, the tables 
and benches were removed from the 
area between Bridge street and Market 
street. But it would be very nice for them 
to return when safe.

The area between the shops should 
be traffic free, apart from blue badge 
holders

Shot blast all buildings on union street to 
brighten up them up.  empty shops, 
buildings turned into homes or urban 
space. Business/shops to have more eye 
friendly shop fronts. Similar to annie 
moe, the old all saints. Too many betting 
shops and charity shops making it an eye 
sore.

promote more events
demolish the eyesoar tower blocks 
and promote the old garrison

Pedestrianise the whole length and fix 
the dangerous paving stones and clutter.

Stop trying to prevent people from 
coming into the city - the school 
needs motorised access; that's 
modern life. Also, open the art 
gallery longer. It's ridiculous that so 
much money has been used to 
create an amazing facility and it isn't 
open in the evenings for people to 
enjoy: the facilities should suit the 
residents not the workers. You've 
built it - and it's amazing - let
People enjoy it in the evenings like 
lost metropolitan cities.



What we’ve got isn’t working

Union Street is too long to be continuous 
high quality / successful shops. 

Concentrate on the middle and convert 
the rest to housing / other uses. 

Low quality / seasonal / pop up shops are 
destroying the city

It can also no longer be seen as a road – 
re-invent the granite mile and make it fit 
for the next generation

The beach is one of our city's biggest 
assets. 

I see tourists getting taxis / buses to 
the beach from union street on a 
beautiful day??

They don't know how to get there / 
or don't feel safe walking to the 
beach

The beach experience should start at 
the Castlegate (possibly even 
Marischal college)

Get us there on a spectacular wide 
walkway from the Castlegate and 
find a way to get to the sand without 
crossing a road.

The walkway would be an attraction 
in its own right.

Elevate with sweeping ramps and 
give up half the boulevard to the 
walking corridor

Be visionary, walking has got to be 
the future - prioritise walking over all 

Every pound spent needs to create a 
vibrant new post oil Aberdeen

There is less than 10 years left - 
Large companies are going to start 
leaving the city

Please create something special for 
the next generation

Tidying up what we have got is not 
going to be good enough

Put the car parking along the 
esplanade back to how it used to be 
and also open up the two lanes of 
traffic along the beach boulevard 
again.

Incentivise empty building landlords to 
rent to local new businesses, creative 
initiatives etc at reduced rates

The terminology "public realm" is 
not one I understood.



Redesign the area around codonas, 
codonas itself if possible. It’s the 
biggest eyesore of Aberdeen, very 
tacky and out-dated. Tram service 
from union street to the beach front 
a must when the new stadium is 
built. 

Create a mixture of residential and retail 
spaces between green covered walking 
routes

I believe a carefully located new 
football stadium that can also be 
used for other major sporting events 
is vital, the beach location suits my 
travel, parking, closeness to 
restaraunts and pubs and public 
transport.

Let people drive down again, noone 
walks on the center anyway.

Ensure that buskers have a place to play 
without harassment by yourselves as 
they bring life to the city that you cammot

Belmont Street should be treated 
similar to rose Street in Edinburgh 

Needs to be more interactive, cafes/local 
produce/activity and get rid of 
pound/vap/betting shops 

Already a super area - pedestrianize 
it and make it an exemplar for the 
area

Amazing area - need to connect the 
citys cycle paths to it and onwards to 
Balmedie - a full ccycle connection 
from Hazlehead/Duthie to Footie & 
Balmedie

I would really like to see Union Street to 
have some prestige like Buchanan St in 
Glasgow. It has been overlooked since 
the 80s when the first malls were built. It 
is a beautiful street designed by a 
brilliant, local, Georgian architect- we 
should be promoting this. When I see 
tourists taking photographs they are 
always pointing up or in King Street (but 
that’s another story!). We really need to 
start looking after our built heritage. 

This is where I see tourists taking 
photographs - and at the top end of 
King St. there are beautiful gerorgian 
buildings in this area. I would like to 
see more made of the streets 
running from the castle gate to the 
harbour as well as the top end of 
King St. - these are Archibald 
Simpson buildings (King St) and we 
should be making the most of them 
(like Edinburgh does with the New 
Town)

The beach play-park was one of the 
best play parks in the 70s/80s.we 
used to badger our parents to take 
us there (hopefully for an ice-cream 
too).I'm a PS teacher now and I know 
a lot of my children are regularly 
taken to the beach - but there are no 
decent (free) facilities for them. The 
beach should be a place for the 
whole community to enjoy. 
NO STADIUM!!!!

Union Street could be a great attraction 
for the city bit currently there are no 
spaces to meet people, nowhere to sit 
with friends etc. 



Lower rates so shops are full Wheelchair friendly surface is a must
Allow booking of the outdoor bmx 
track by offroad electric skateboards

Union Street as it is is a disgrace and an 
embarrassment to our City.  Something 
badly needs done to improve this and 
encourage people to spend time in the 
city centre.  At the moment I don't go 
near it. 
More needs to be made of Union Street 
and the private landlords need to be 
stopped from making it unaffordable for 
shops to rent - Dr Martin did make 
money but because they had to rent the 
whole building rather than just the space 
they needed they were never going to 
stay. That must be happening up and 
down Union Street and these empty 
buildings are just getting in worse 
condition. They need to be affordable for 
business and upper levels as flats and 
used.  

Would be so much easier having the 
beach area pedestrianised near the 
entertainment and cafe areas. Safer 
for children and family's and dogs as 
some cars do drive fast over the 
speed bumps with no concern music 
blasting this is not for the boy racers 
to pose in their cars, it's for people 
who enjoy the beach scenery the 
dolphins having a walk along the 
prom



It would be great to encourage new 
enterprise, and therefore more footfall, 
by offering business rate incentives so 
there are not so many empty 
units.  For this to be our main high street 
is is a disgrace. I think the owners of the 
buildings should be made to keep them 
clean and well maintained. Bridge Street 
also needs urgent attention.  For tat to be 
the main street from the station to our 
city centre its's actually disgusting. 

It would be good to take a leaf out of 
Europe's book and encourage cafe's 
to open and stay open into the 
evening.  Sometimes its nice to have 
the option to meet friend for a 
coffee and not in a pub.  hence the 
reason Starbucks does very well. 

I would like to see the Castle Gate 
turned into a food hub like Borough 
Market in London.  With lots of food 
suppliers where you could purchase 
basic groceries or indeed eat there. It 
is a fantaic big cobbled space that 
would be ideal for this as it sits at 
the halfway point from Union Street 
and the beach. 

I think we should learn from 
Amadeus.  Who designs something 
with it's back doors and bins to the 
ocean front?  Dreadful.  Anyway.  
We are where we are.  Moving 
forward, we are so lucky to have a 
city with a beach, but there should 
definitely be more water sports 
encouraged.  The hiring of 
deckchairs etc available.  Our flats in 
this city are not selling as we are not 
a city to support apartment living.  
Whereas in other city's their parks, 
and beaches, if applicable,  have 
chairs and BBQ's for hire so if you 
live in a flat and it is a beautiful day, 
not a  problem!

As a city which is lucky enough to 
have a big and beautiful beach.  It 
should be a given that water sports 
are encouraged. 

What  about  bon accord baths What  about bon accord  baths 
Ideal location for Aberdeen Fc new 
stadium

More disabled spaces are required 
Protect local business in the Belmont 
area.

More green spaces and powerwash the 
grotty buildings and the street. Make it 
an obligation for businesses to keep 
storefronts at a high standard of repair 
and cleanliness.

More green and powerwash the 
grotty buildings 

You have already approved the new 
Aberdeen stadium at kingswell. 
Moving it to the beachfront will. 
Destroy the secenic area as you will 
have tower walls blocking views and 
natural sunlight. It will increase 
traffic flow also. I understand before 
covid there was a lot of traffic but 
during it has been better. Allowing 
all to enjoy the beachfront not just 
the minority of football fans. Whom 
take up the green space to park cars, 
Disrupt traffic flow in roads in and 
out of the city. Keeping the new 
stadium outside the centre will 
coincide with  your environmental 
low carbon area plans and your 
commitment  improving green 
spaces around the city.  You say 
having the stadium in the city will 
keep business to inside the city. 
Business will boom where demand 
is. People avoid the city centre and 
surrounding areas completely when 
games are on.  Without the flocks of 
fans clogging up the streets families 
go to the beach and surrounding 
businesses. 



Union Street is disgusting. Pavements 
need cleaned up as does the buildings. 
More colour required to brighten it up 
and make people feel happier. It needs to 
be the heart of the city which we 
currently don’t have. Hopefully UTG will 
help with this too. Community Officers on 
US too to move on junkies and alcoholics. 
Cafe and local culture on US too - 
encourage local businesses and cafes. It 
shouldn’t be all about pubs. Make it a 
friendly and safe environment. Better 
connection to Union Square to encourage 
people to shop in centre again and not 
just stay down in US. Traffic around Guild 
Street is too congested because of bus 
terminal - look at that too. Guild Street 
and Bridge Street needs to be tidied up 
too. Both areas look rough and uninviting 
- when u come off the buses and trains, 
this is the first impression of the city. 
Looks awful. Where has all the oil money 
gone in this city?!

This area isn’t too bad but again 
make it more pleasant and vibrant 
with flowers and markets. Encourage 
local businesses and drop the cost of 
rates. 

Brighten up the area with flowers, 
etc. Move on the alkies. Lovely area 
but not utilised enough. Bring back 
local markets. 

Do not put football stadium here. 
Traffic is already murder in this area 
esp on match days. City 
infrastructure is not big enough to 
accommodate this. City comes to a 
standstill on match day. Football 
stadium should be on south side of 
city. Keep the beach a family area. 
You don’t want children to hear the 
swearing and football songs in this 
area. Bad and ridiculous idea. You 
are bringing the wrong vibe into this 
area. We need to capitalise on our 
beautiful beach area and not destroy 
it. 

The whole beachfront should have 
restaurants looking out to sea.

Don’t put AFC here 

Make the spaces for people wands 
permanent but get more attractive ones 
in. Enforce the bus gate at the top of 
Market St.

Rose St and Thistle At could be lovely 
but they're constantly overcrowded 
with circulating cars looking for 
spaces. Have a drop off/pick up area 
but restrict parking to deliveries and 
disabled people only.

Castlegate could be an excellent 
cycling shortcut from Union St 
towards the beach but the layout of 
the barriers makes this difficult. It 
needs more greenery too.

It should be made much easier, more 
pleasant and safer to walk, cycle, 
scoot etc. from The Castlegate to The 
Beach.

There needs to be better speed 
enforcement on the Beach 
Esplanade as well as better line 
painting to stop cars being driven at 
high speed, two abreast.

The weeds and state of the street and 
surrounding area (take a look at carden 
place for exampe) are a disgrace. The 
council should be embarrassed that they 
have allowed the streets all over 
Aberdeen to get this way throughout the 
covid pandemic. Given that this work was 
outside there is absolutely no need for it 
to have fallen behind.

Allow business to set up permanent 
outdoor areas that are functional all 
year round.

There is no point in creating better 
connections with the beach if it 
remains the way it is. There needs to 
be more to do in terms of food and 
drink, shopping, entertainment, play 
parks, markets.

Cyclists & runners need distinct 
paths to use along Beach Esplanade.  
Focus should be on marking out this 
area so pedestrians can see clearly 
where they can walk/not walk



The beach is one of the most popular 
places to visit in Aberdeen. Its been 
steadily becoming an eyesore for 
some time now. Money was 
WASTED on the road layout for 
Covid - what a farce - then EVEN 
MORE money WASTED to remove it 
within weeks. Sheer stupidity.!! The 
first thing that's badly needed is for 
the road and the pavements to be 
completely resurfaced. Also the 
whole area needs to be improved.! 
Make it a place for all to enjoy again.

Union Street used to be beautiful, proud 
and permanent, with attractive, well 
maintained shop signage and plenty of 
shopping choice.  Now there are dozens 
of empty stores, temporary, cheap, 
peeling signage and a tawdry feeling.  
Dundee has lots of independent retailers 
in the heart of the city - records, clothing, 
crafts, jewellery, art - and it would be 
brilliant to see some of these retailers or 
artists take over empty units.  Offering 
them cheaper rates or incentives to move 
into Union St would hopefully lead to 
more footfall and higher income for the 

 city centre. 

Need a multi-use city centre that can 
attract more people for different 
purposes (eg Work, leisure & residence). 
To this end one of the key issues is 
transport and allowing people to park 
their cars safely and conveniently. 
Otherwise people will just not come.

Improve parking availability. 
Otherwise people just will not go 
there.

Could be a tremendous square with 
cafe culture and key hub for 
transport to beach & university

Could widen path on cafe side & 
help enable more outside seating 
with wind protection.
Traffic still needs to flow along beach 
front to enable easy access & 
preventing traffic chaos at Boulevard 
retail park

I think the suggestion of a stadium at 
the heart of the beach area is very 
interesting. I think it would need a 
real study to understand the impact 
& how much space would be taken.

Dedicated overnight parking 
area/spaces for motorhomes

union street should be pedestrianised 
and a cfae styel culture and outdoor 
spaces encouraged. resedential use of 
upper floor space of union street would 
encourage more population and use of 
the city.

i believe that tradional original 
cobbled streets should be remain or 
re-instated in low traffic areas and 
side streets

castlegate should be the focal point 
of union street, pedestrianised and 
encouraged into a cafe style space, 
with greenery. with the new 
pittodire plans remaining at the 
beach it should be a meeting point 
and connection zone to the stadium 
with bars and cafes and outdoor 
seating areas.

the space at the beach is currently 
wasted. area around the stadium 
should have pop up bars and food 
trucks for game days to encourage 
business to the area



Get rid of all bike lanes and one way 
roads along beachfront 

Heart of union street gone,no shops 
Road network in city centre terrible
You will only get union street back if 
retail takes on some the units
You want more homes but nowhere to 
park cars

A lot of big cities around the whole have 
pedestrianized city centers to allow the 
movement of people & especially families 
without restrictions. Sadly cars in 
Aberdeen drive over the speed limits as 
evident by the amount of road accidents 
so pedestrianized areas are crucial 
whether they are in union street or 
elsewhere. Union street has also lost its 
appeal. From shut shops to anti social 
behavior, I think twice before heading 
there. Too many vaping shops and pound-
land like shops means it’s not very 
inspiring space. I think there needs to be 
a rethink on activities you’d like people to 
do in union street . Not all shopping 
space needs to have commercial shops. 
Perhaps space for activities & workshops 
? Turn into a cultural & educational space 
? 

The streets in this area were 
designed for less cars then we have 
today. Too many cars are now 
parked and driving at high speeds. 
Think about encouraging people to 
cycle by turning roads into 1 way 
streets. This has worked in many 
European cities with similar 
historical road infrastructure . 
People will always resist such 
changes but ultimately they are for 
the greater good & a better future. 

Think about removing the massive 
bins from the street front. You don’t 
see massive bins on the pavements 
in big cities. You can’t get an outside 
cafe culture if you’re sitting next to a 
bin. 

Consider creating a parking lot for 
people driving to the beach , similar 
to Stonehaven beach parking. 

Resurface Union St, besides improved 
comfort when riding a bus or bicycle, it 
improves the visual appearance of the 
street. Move the Lemon Tree and King St 
Comedy Club to Union St. Accept that 
internet shopping leads to a reduction in 
high street shopping, and instead focus 
on a core entertainment hub centred 
around M&S. It's unacceptable to have 
trees growing out of gutters and rotten 
window frames on Union Street. If you 
can only afford to protect one street, 
make it this one, have some civic pride!

The new cafe culture in Aberdeen is 
great and MUST be retained!!! Make 
it permanent with the inclusion of 
glass roofs and walls which can be 
opened or retracted depending on 
the weather.

Return it to being a bus hub, and 
allow bus traffic through the end of 
the Castlegate to improve bus 
routes. Currently the Castlegate is 
completely unused, just a wasted 
space. The uneven paving certainly 
doesn't help pedestrian access. 
Make a lovely walkway from Union 
St to the beach, get rid of the crappy 
60s tower blocks and concrete jungle 
on the route between them.

Level all the big retail sheds on the 
boulevard and replace with small, 
single storey units in keeping with 
the traditional cafes. Encourage 
touristy shops to move in, e.g. ice-
cream parlours, jewellers, cafes etc. 
Top this off with more on-street cafe 
culture (with suitable bird and 
weather proofing as needed).

Connect safe cycling and walking 
routes together to make big, long 
routes. Organise fun runs, cycles, 
family days etc that utilise and 
promote these routes.



Open it up again, none of it should be 
pedestrianised or have the ridiculous 'bus 
gate'. For traffic flow etc, it needs to be 
opened up.

Open everything up to cars again, no 
pedestrianisation No pedestrianisation!

This area is a vital road traffic arterial 
route around the city centre and all 
road traffic access here needs to be 
maximised and not limited - it 
should go back to its pre COVID 
arrangements to maintain traffic 
flow around this area

A look at the current traffic measures, too 
many 1 Way Streets in/around Union 
Street which are confusing to drivers and 
essentially coursing drivers to drive round 
and round trying to find the correct road 
or parking.  It defeats the purpose of 
traffic calming measures. 

Extend the improvement zone to 
take in beach prom Extend improvement zone to Fittie

Outdoor cafe is a must
Not sure what the programme 
should be but this is one of the few 
remaining landmarks at the beach 
and it would be wonderful for it be 
visited in a revitalised beach area 
with other improvements suggested 
in this plan, encouraging people to 
visit more than one area of our 
beautiful beach and esplanade.  So, 
perhaps rather than increasing 
activity and events we should 
consider what activities and events 
are really needed/wanted and equip 
the venue to really cater well for 
those instead of doing multiple 
things in a mediocre way.



Union street is miserable. It has been nice 
having more pedestrianised areas. Do we 
need so many bus stops they are a hive 
for smoking and litter and cause people 
congestion. Incentives need to be given 
to local businesses. There are enough 
chain shops and restraunts we need 
change.

This area would benefit from being a 
car free zone. The blackfriars 
entrance to rgc is particularly 
hazardous during school times for 
pick up and drop off. Traffic speeds 
along this road. The council should 
consider lights etc on this stretch of 
road. Overall the city centre is a 
disaster. Shops empty. The council 
needs to think long and hard about 
how to het small local buisness into 
the centre and not big chains. Rates 
need to be cut and money spent 
making the centre nice. If dundee 
can do it why can aberdeen not.

A once lovely street. Too many buildings 
looking terrible (weeds in gutters and un 
lived in). Think it would be good to get 
people back living in Union Street. 
Pedestrianisation not always a good idea. 
I feel that it took the life out of the 
Castlegate.

Once the heart of Aberdeen. More 
markets and cafe culture should be 
encouraged. It’s a lovely open sunny 
space. It should not be used as just a 
pass through to the beach.

Keep Aberdeen Fc in the City

Union Street used to be a fantastic 
shopping experience but that's no longer 
the case. Unfortunately, my wife and I 
now head to Edinburgh for our shopping 
trips. We're not fans of shopping centres, 
which is all Aberdeen seems to offer. We 
prefer the smaller independent shops 
and cafes which Edinburgh has in 
abundance. 

There really needs to be a much 
better cycling infrastructure 
throughout Aberdeen. The 
temporary cycle lanes which have 
now been removed from the beach 
were confusing and dangerous. To 
find yourself on the outside of 2 
lanes of cars turning right onto Ellon 
Road was pretty scary. More thought 
based on proven methods used in 
cities which pride themselves on 
green travel needs to be 
implemented.

Public money should not be used to 
help build a stadium for Aberdeen 
Football Club.

General cleanup and encourage high end 
shops 

Such a shame that the castlegate is 
wasted . This should be considered a 
priority to amend



Suggest buses be allowed all the way 
down Union Street, would help the flow 
of traffic down Bridge Street/Market 
Street.

A stadium at the beach could be a 
true landmark for our city (seaside 
stadia are rare in the UK) and a 
beacon for a safe beach / 
constitution st area. It will draw 
people to the east side of union 
street and the city centre, making 
use of existing public transport 
infrastructure whilst providing 
opportunities for new connections

Pressure wash the buildings and get rid of 
the horrible pound shops, subsidise rent 
for small local businesses, improve the 
condition of the pavement 

Aye and the rest of Aberdeen, the 
pavements are shocking 

Redesign the pool and leisure 
facilities already there and update 
them 

Keep promises made in past, improve 
access for disabled and and elderly , open 
up fully for transport links Improve pavement surfaces Use it for public events

Improve business rates to encourage 
more retail businesses to open

More investment in saving bon accord 
baths!

I really think we should be adopting the 
European outdoor dining & socialising 
culture. Encourage families into the city 
centre. Tables, chairs, outdoor heaters & 
a retractable cover from one side of 
Union street to the other. Encourage the 
shops into the indoor centres. Encourage 
stalls, local crafters at all times of day & 
night. A more bohemian family vibe 
should be promoted. Outside living & 
socialising is here to stay. I lived in 
Germany for many years and they’ve got 
it right. Enhance the beauty of our 
buildings with lights….. look after local 
business & growth. We have amazing 
produce & gorgeous areas to tempt 
tourists but our Main Street is a let down 
& not a real reflection of Aberdeen. It’s 
time to make our granite sparkle again! 



Society has dictated that shopping is 
online. Pedestrianised between market 
and bridge Street cover over it and make 
it fancy bars and restaurants with outside 
seating. Linking onto Belmont street Not needed

Link Belmont Street qith the 
proposed pedestrianisation of Union 
street. Cover over and have bars 
restaurants with outside tables. 
Shopping at union square, trinity, 
bon accord or online

The council was not interested when 
AFC was thinkingbof a new stadium. 
The treetops site should be offered 
to Police as an HQ as Queen Street is 
going. Stadium should be at Kings 
Ford or behind old AECC Park and 
ride parking etc already in place there

You’ve not mentioned beach 
upkeep? Invest in the rusty railings 
and better access the beach, most 
stairs still closed . This does not 
involve closing area for cycling or 
more public paths it’s wide enough. 

Please do not waste money on new 
stadium and keep the green spaces. 
The new stadium should go to Kings 
wells as planned. Residents at the 
Beach should not have to put up 
with all the hassle a Football 
Stadium would bring. We need green 
spaces and places for families to 
enjoy the outdoors.

Have a building cleaning 
programme,rates incentives to fill empty 
shops, make the current pedestrian area 
permanent, as the uses and cars are all 
used to the situation now.

General overhaul of this area would 
be good, as people then head 
towards Union Street.

This whole area is perfect for cafe 
culture , should be permanent as it is 
now.

Resurface the whole area, then give 
stall holders a good price for stalls.

Pedestrianise from bottom off each 
boulevard to Burger King 
roundabout , then everybody can be 
relaxed whitest walking, wouldn’t 
need to be holding your kids hand all 
the time

Build an addition to the pool area 
where there are swimming lanes, as 
you currently can’t swim there.

Have more concerts,artists as you do 
with Music Hall.

Keeping the AFC Stadium in the city 
centre is a must for both the city & 
the club. Moving out of the city will 
result in a complete loss of fans in 
the city on a Saturday  



You really need to think what your vision 
is for the city centre you are alienating 
people from coming into the city, there 
are not enough independent stores and 
now having the closure of John Lewis you 
are left with only 1 department store left 
in the city of Aberdeen which is Marks & 
Spenser which is quite a statement. 
Whatever you do, do not pedestrianise 
Union st as we just do not have the same 
public transport links to encourage 
people to leave the car at home 
especially if you live in the shire 
compared to the larger cities in the UK, 
you only have to look at what 
pedestrianisation did to Peterhead town 
centre it is decimated compared to what 
it was like 15-20 years ago. If you really 
want to make a change reduce the rates 
to encourage small independent stores 
back to the high st - look at smaller towns 
that are getting it right such as Inverurie.

Think along the lines of maybe trams 
connecting the top of union st with 
the train station, castlegate, the 
beach etc make it an attraction to 
come to the city because currently it 
certainly is not, there are already 
plenty of big broken pavements 
throughout the town centre and 
beach to walk along.

Again think of trams or something 
similar a mono rail possibly 
connecting various locations 
throughout the city centre making 
Union st and the beach along with 
connections to the train st making it 
attractive to welcoming visitors from 
other uk cities to come to Aberdeen. 
This area already has large 
pavements for people who like to 
walk, cycle etc so don’t think that 
this really needs to be a priority for 
the city.

By creating more sporting facilities 
you will also be creating jobs this 
along with providing a better variety 
of sports will encourage more to 
make healthier choices with their 
lifestyle along with encouraging 
children to take up various sports. 
The more choices there are the 
better people can find a sport in the 
area that suits them, this can also 
bring more sporting competitions to 
the city and make it a place on 
people’s list to want to come to.

Think of increasing activities that 
encourage people to meet up such 
as dancing, there’s no where in the 
city for this type of activity, again 
making this a place to learn dancing 
but also for competitions, 
encouraging people back to city not 
just from Aberdeen but the shire and 
further afield in the UK.

Looks like a total shambles and 
certainly not visitor friendly 
Don’t think you’ll listen to public 
opinion   You never do. My 500 
points would be to replace the policy 
makers Living in the past here … 

The pedestrian part should be Boutique 
cafe culture, not phone and vape shops!

We still need vehicular access or people 
simply don’t come. 

People need close access to attend 
church 

Union Street is full of beautiful granite 
buildings which looking extremely 
unloved and dismal at the moment.



Glass/clear plastic roofing over 
pavements (or even the full width of the 
road with pedestrianisation) would 
encourage year-round footfall without 
the need for so many ugly modern indoor 
malls.
Bon Accord/St Nicholas could then be 
replaced with open/green space.
Outdoor seating should be encouraged, 
in clear permanent structures instead of 
tatty tents.
Rents must be addressed to bring shops 
back to U St.

Car parking could be increased 
behind the esplanade (eg by Kings 
Links) and the esplanade made one 
way for traffic. This would enable 
proper cycle way, and the pavement 
for pedestrians.
Cycle links from city to beach 
desperately need to be improved.
Retail 
parks/cinema/nightclub/Pittodrie 
should be knocked down and only 
cafes and active leisure remain.
Please do not keep building ugly 
stadium/massive leisure warehouses 
at the beach. The beach should be as 
natural an area as possible, for 
outdoor enjoyment.

Putting another ugly stadium at the 
beach is a terrible idea. The area is 
already overwhelmed with cars and 
does not have the approach road 
infrastructure to support this. 
Why do you want to keep building 
up the beach with huge, ugly 
buildings? The beach should be a 
natural space for outdoor enjoyment.

Get rid of covid street measures and 
provide better traffic flow and 
management. Allow traffic to use union 
street without diversions. 

the covid measures look ugly and 
should not be made permanent.
The car park lifts and stairs are a 
disgrace and need work.

ensure access to car park is not 
compromised further. The space needs better managed.

sort out access to the actual beach 
as most steps are closed due to 
dangerous drop cause by loss of 
sand. Also needs a quicker 
connection via bus or car from the 
city centre. Look at the route and 
delays,

No need to spend 80m of taxpayers 
money on a stadium at the beach 
were there is limited parking and 
poor / slow transport connections.

Yes, needs better / new 
management.

Get the new stadium there 

Improve the appearance of the 
promenade and replace rusty railings 
etc, provide & empty regularly litter 
bins. Remove mobile cafes & pop up 
take aways.

Get the shops back into union street

I think more investment in Union street 
as somewhere to spend time shopping by 
cleaning it up and trying to attract 
businesses (local and otherwise) to keep 
it as a good place to spend time; to keep 
it from sliding down into a dive full of 
vape shops and bookies.

Outdoor cafes not permanent but 
make space for it every summer, 
especially with provision for covered 
spaces

I don't have any reason to spend 
much time in castlegate at the 
moment. I think the area is lovely 
though. No improvement in the 
cobbles or anything is needed. 
Castlegate could be a great place for 
a market, or a fully outdoor cafe

we've got garthdee for the dry ski 
slope. Make sure beach access for 
sunnyside area is easy and well 
maintained, pedestrian access from 
there



I think the improvement of Union Street 
is crucial for the city. In a symbolic 
capacity as much as anything.

Creating a leisure hub at the beach 
with the stadium, a park, 
improvements to the beachfront 
would be a great selling point for the 
city.

Outdoor cafe culture is useless as a 
permanent feature given Aberdeen's 
weather. 

consider more car parking back from 
the beach front - e.g. on underused, 
"invisible" grass spaces -disabled 
only actually on the esplanade itself. 

A dog park or section of beach 
where dogs can run off-lead away 
from small children/picnickers!

Needs much more going on, anything to 
bring life/ clean it up/ improve the looks/ 
no more pound shops etc, would be 
great. Put out more cctv too.

After 40 years of Oil and Gas what should 
be the showcase for the city is an eyesore 
instead. 

This should be an ideal area to tie in 
with Union Street. 

This should be a great space for all 
sports including football, especially if 
well connected to the centre with 
pubs and restaurants. 

Best music venue in Aberdeen, 
should attract more gigs. Its been 
good to see a few bands go there in 
recent years. 

This area along with the green is a 
historic part of the city centre that 
still retains much of the look as was 
100years ago. This area should be 
cherished and protected. 
Enhancements should not detract 
from the surrounding architecture. 
An outdoor “coffee” culture would 
attract more footfall and possibly 
encourage further business of this 
type to open up.

Keeping Aberdeen Football club in 
the city close to the beach is what 
the majority of supporters would 
like. This would allow existing 
businesses who already depend on 
the location of pittodrie stadium to 
continue.

Give it a good clean and make it 
more attractive to tourists.  Move 
out the local drunks and drug addicts.

Disgraceful and dilapidated needs a 
total revamp as this is a popular 
place for people to visit.  Council 
should reduce rents to encourage 
occupancy of empty spaces and 
repair all the broken steps and 
handrails on the access to the beach.

There should DEFIANTLY NOT be a 
new stadium built on the site of the 
vacant hotel. ABSOLUTELY 
LUDICROUS, what green space would 
be left????
This is a very popular area for 
children playground and relaxing on 
a nice day. Football stadium has no 
place here so close to houses and 
create more congestion than there is 
at present due to stupid traffic 
restrictions.



The redevelopment of Union Terrace 
Gardens should give the green space 
requirements. 

Create public space on site of former 
Beach Shelter, with row of cafes and 
restaurants at ground level, and 
seated verandas both front and rear 

Create velodrome on site of 
Doubletree Hilton, with internal and 
external cycling tracks

Business rates deals to encourage shops 
to return to Union Street. No more out of 
town retail until Union Street inhabited
Lower business rates, re/invent it as a 
business hub. Union street should NOT 
be pedestrianised. That would be very 
stupid. There’s already too much 
congestion already. What we need is free 
or cheaper parking facilities to entice 
people to visit the area. I hate buses. 
They are unclean, slow, unreliable and 
cost a fortune! 

Garden maintenance, weed removal, 
pavements to be made more stable 
for disabled people Cafe culture is the way forward 

Flowers, greenery, cafes, a food 
market. It’s a historic place and 
needs much attention and tidied up. 

Do not pedestrianise this! The cycle 
lanes and closure of the road with all 
the stupid red bollards was a 
disaster and an embarrassment! 
There is plenty space for people to 
walk and cycle already! Beach leisure centre to reopen! 

Again this is a historical building and 
has so much potential. More events 
could be held here. The building 
needs a tidy up and needs to look 
more inviting. 

Tram line from beach front up to 
Holborn street 

New football stadium at the 
beachfront. Keeping Aberdeen 
football club in Aberdeen city. 

Clean up the whole area and maintain 
the area Clean up the whole area Clean up the whole area

build a tram route to the beach and 
also up and down the beach front build a tram route

Create an 'Aire' within a new public 
park for motorhome overnight 
parking to bring added footfall & 
spend to the area. NOTE - this is not 
the same as a 'campsite' - Visit 
https://campra.org.uk/ for all the 
information, advice & assistance you 
need.
Highland council are already 
supportive of the creation of Aires, 
Aberdeen & the shire need to get 
after this too.



Need to encourage more independent 
stores. I’m not sure in the point of 
pedestrianising that part of Union street. 
There is nothing there worth going for 
and is probably the quietest part of Union 
street.

Cafe culture. It’s typical Aberdeen, 
it’s only a token gesture of cafe 
culture.there’s only 1 cafe Perfect for cafe culture

Remove that stupid 1 way system for 
traffic. Should’ve have let the 
monstrosity of thaw retail that backs 
on to the beach front. Encourage 
more independent restaurants. 
Make it more a fun beach with more 
free stuff. Also I think pittodrie 
should stay at the beach but in it’s 
current location. There is no way it 
should be built where the circus etc 
normally go, around the transition 
area. That would destroy the beach 
having this massive stadium there. I 
for one would stop using the beach 
having a monstrosity there. 

The stadium should never be built 
where transition extreme is or the 
big area where the circus goes. A 
new stadium there would be 
imposing and destroy the open 
spaces of the beach. I for one would 
stop using the beach if the stadium 
was to be built there. Build it where 
pittodrie is now and use part of the 
golf course or driving range. I think it 
be good for pubs to keep it in the 
city but at the end of the day your 
never going to get more than 10’000 
to the game anyway 

Aberdeen FC should have a stadium 
in the city. Not in the suburbs 

Strongly agree that Union Street should 
be the heart of the city, making it 
welcoming and to support local hotels, 
restaurants, bars and shops.

Again, surrounding Union Street area 
hospitality and shops.

Not entirely clear what 'travel and 
mobility hub' mean.  Bus system 
needs an overhaul - not connecting 
older people to the city centre well.
Don't want to see a bus depot at the 
Castlegate

Think we have enough pedestrian 
area on the Beach Esplanade.

No idea what is meant by 'online 
eSports'.

Don't interfere with the Beach 
Ballroom - it's perfect as is.  Would 
prefer to see it well maintained as a 
landmark.

Fix uneven pavements

Aberdeen city has very few green 
spaces. The two major parks, Duthie 
and Hazlehead are regularly 
crowded with little room. The space 
at the beach must be preserved, and 
improved, to allow outdoor spaces 
for people. We should and must not 
be building on some of the only 
green space, regardless of its purpose

Especially if the Dons stay at the 
beach

Keeping the Dons at Aberdeen beach 
is my highest priority. 

Pedestrianise all Union Street. More 
independent businesses, restaurants with 
outdoor seating, cafes and green spaces. 
Fewer vape shops and betting places. 
MORE green spaces.

more independent businesses and 
restaurants, cafes with outdoor 
seating. Fewer businesses and vape 
shops. Make the most of the 
beautiful square.

DO NOT touch the green spaces 
around the Beach Ballroom



Football stadium and better park for 
children to play in are 100% the 
most important things to consider.

Definite NO to e-sports, ski slope etc - 
 please protect and enhance the 
“beach/seaside” character, don’t 
bury it with traffic and activities 
which are more suitable elsewhere 

Union Street should be the breathing 
heart of the city from which  all 
development should stem. The days of 
having significant retail here has passed 
and Union Street should be improved in 
order to enhance the whole city centre. A 
mixture of improving buildings, 
pedestrianisation,more cafes and 
restaurants and some conversion to 
residential ( with no parking spaces 
attached) should all assist to provide a 
revitalised hub. This should all encourage 
more people into the centre thereby 
encouraging more retail into the Bon 
Accord and Trinity Centres.
I have been to the new St James Centre in 
Edinburgh and it is very impressive. What 
is striking is that it has a good number of 
smaller niche stores and this appears to 
be the way ahead rather than 
department stores.

I don’t think that much effort has 
gone into improving the West End 
and the proposal is frankly pitiful
What is even more pitiful is that no 
mention has been made of the 
refurbishment of the Bon Accord 
Baths.
This is an established building owned 
by the Council and I am aware that 
the charity looking to raise funds for 
its refurbishment has now held 2 
very successful open days which 
were very well attended and that the 
overwhelming view of the public is 
that they wish to see the Baths 
brought back into life
Not to mention the Baths appears to 
be inexplicable as this is one 
proposal which should be included 
as the Baths will contribute to a 
revitalised city centre.

More green space in this area will 
compliment the revamped UTG.
A permanent cafe culture area will 
compliment a pedestrianised Union 
Street and a public plaza at the Art 
Gallery

Although travel connections to the 
City Centre should be improved  at 
present it could be argued that there 
is not the infrastructure at the Beach 
to warrant this.

The proposals appear very woolly at 
the moment
The explanation for the new stadium 
does not appear to make sense .
It has been reported that the Council 
are prepared to financially support a 
new stadium for AFC. I am a football 
fan  but I struggle to see the 
justification for this as only a 
minority attend games
A new water sports centre may make 
sense especially as the existing one is 
a disaster. However in this day of 
health and leisure it is inexplicable 
that no proposal has been made for 
the Bon Accord Baths. This cannot be 
fair.
Also open to question is the 
donation given by AFC to Aberdeen 
Inspired who will no doubt now be 
arguing for public money to be used 
for the new stadium which is hardly 
impartial.
Generally the Beach area is an asset 
and there deserves to be some 
sympathetic development for the 
benefit of all sections of society.

The Beach Ballroom is a special 
building with a place in the hearts of 
many Aberdonians( similar to the 
Bon Accord Baths)
Like the Bon Accord Baths it should 
be given special attention in the 
Masterplan. 
Work needs to be done in order to 
increase the use of the Beach 
Ballroom and this in turn will attract 
more people to the Beach.

Union st is now dangerous to pedestrians 
due to cyclists going full pelt and also 
electric scooters - how long before 
someone gets hurt!

Encourage shop and restaurant owners 
to keep outside premises tidy



1) The whole street needs a good clean, 
more specially, the lovely granite 
buildings need sandblasted up and down 
the street to bring them back to their 
former glory. 
2) Full pedestrianisation of the union 
street area from market street to bridge 
street with connections onto back Wynd 
and Belmont street should all enclosed eg 
glass roofing throughout. You cannot 
promote cafe culture in a city centre 
where the climate is not set up to cater 
for it without the relevant weather 
protection. See The Hague city centre as a 
relevant example. 
3) Tear down St Nicholas centre. It’s use 
as a shopping centre has been redundant 
for years but even more so. Bon Accord is 
also not far behind. The city centre needs 
less shopping centres and more 
infrastructure eg thoroughfare from 
market street to George st once again 
coupled with more green spaces as well. 
4) The amount of vacant lots on union 
street is also embarrassing. More needs 
to be done on this issue along in order to 
create a thriving trade neighbourhood of 
actual shops (not bookies, charity shops 
and pound shops). If this can’t be done, 

Should be a permanent market held 
there every weekend to encourage 
commerce and activity on the Main 
Street. 

Get rid of all pound stores, betting shops 
and charity shops from Union street - 
bring in local artisans, local businesses, 
butchers, bakers etc and encourage 
people to live in the city.  

Needs decent shops restaurants in 
pedestrian area

Access to the beach needs to be 
improved. Blocking stairs means 
people can not get on/off 

Need better cycle connections 
throughout the city

Improve surface of pavement area 
along edge of Castlegate.

Maintain fences along esplanade, 
paintwork, shelters etc. 

Get rid of pedestrianised area
Great place for a new stadium to 
enhance our city



The ideal location for new stadium.
The council should push for enforcement 
of upkeep of buildings in city centre and 
if necessary then get a court order to 
enforce it and carry out said work giving 
the owners a payment plan to pay the 
council back. There should be some sort 
of uniform status to the looks of the shop 
signs etc which would give a cleaner and 
more pleasant look to the city centre.  
More should be pedestrianised than you 
have suggested. We pander too much to 
the bus company. They will tow the line 
or someone else will replace them i am 
sure.

The castlegate is a great space but te 
old traditional stones is not great for 
walking on. History is brilliant and 
where traditional things can be kept 
and it doesn't affect its use then 
keep it. If not then sympathetically 
change to a more user friendly 
surface. Get some vibrancy into the 
city by giving it spaces for farmers 
markets or small festivals etc.

The beach is a brilliant sandy beach 
but the grass area across from it 
from the ellon rd bridge feels like its 
not used to its potential. 

All of the suggestions above would 
be great especially walking and 
cycling with the others to follow. 

Union street is no longer the heart of the 
city. Develop and encourage business / 
shopping. 

Attract more visitors through 
development of eating and cultural 
spaces.

Encourage business and visitors. 
Clean / clear out less savoury aspects 
and culture.

Engage with residents and visitors to 
maximise footfall and commerce. Largely wasted resource for the city.

Hold markets every weekend but 
with local suppliers of food and 
drink. Maybe once a month give 
local home crafters the chance to 
sell their wares. Let’s support those 
in Aberdeen City and Shire. Give 
them a local outlet to sell at 
reasonable prices. Not the inflated 
prices of the international markets. 

What has happened to the children’s 
playground. Looking very sparse. 
This is a vital area for city children 
locally who have no other safe green 
space to play. 

Widen pavements if it doesn't get 
completely pedestrianised. 



Clean the Granite. Union st represents 
Aberdeen as a whole. 

We need to be a forward thinking 
and modern city and cafe culture is 
part of that. If we look at cities such 
as Glasgow and Edinburgh, or even 
Dundee, we can see that we are 
getting left behind culturally and 
artistically. However, the cafe 
outdoor areas need to be integrated 
more seamlessly into belmont st. 
The large unsightly marquees are a 
clumsy attempt albeit a welcome 
one. Admittedly the weather in 
aberdeen does dictate the need for 
some sort of awning but there is no 
need for such a rigid structural 
separation between street and cafe. 
If taking a look at Europe for 
inspiration is deemed too daunting, 
one can simply look at how they do 
things in Edinburgh, a place much 
closer to home geographically but 
much further away (and ahead) in 
terms of culture and public 
satisfaction. 

Pittodrie and aberdeen football club 
are part of the soul of this city. If you 
move the stadium to a field in 
westhill, it will not only destroy an 
important part of Aberdeens 
heritage but will also irreversibly dull 
an already fading city even more

The area from bridge street to market 
street should have a glass roof and the 
area used for out door restaurants, pub 
and maybe even street markets 

We must attract more and better quality 
shops at all price points. And! They must 
stay open later. Union st is the obvious 
heart of the city - but right now it is very 
sad and depressing. Consolidate our city 
centre - don’t spread it out too wide. 
Ensure that there are things to do, money 
to spend and places to eat and drink. 

Again, I love the idea of cafe culture, 
but there needs to be more to draw 
us in, including better quality high 
street and independent shops - arts 
and crafts stalls will not get me into 
the city centre! I want to spend my 
money -  but there is no where to 
spend it! Also, the art gallery must, 
must stay open beyond 5pm. We 
need a more continental and 
modern approach. People with 
money to spend are working 
between 9 and 5. Businesses and 
services must adapt to reflect that. 
Car parking costs must be reduced 
and/or quantity and buses must be 
increased. 

Like the idea of making this area 
better - the shops must be better! 
No more charity/phone/vape shops 
please. We need to atttract higher 
quality high street stores to the city. 

Regular buses doing short loops 
between the city centre and beach 
area. Consider a ‘tourist train’. 
Prioritise cafe culture in esplanade. 
Encourage The Range to move to the 
shopping centre with Smyths etc. 
Whatever is fine with that building, it 
should looking on to the sea view, 
not the car park. 

Clean it
No more building on green spaces 
especially no stadium Underused 



Access to RGC must be maintained - 
can this be achieved if you create a 
plaza there? 

Cafe Culture - Think it's a bit 
optimistic, the weather here doesn't 
really suit and streets lined with 
temporary Gazebos/Shelters look a 
bit tacky.  

There needs to  enough parking for  
people not living on public transport 
routes.

Making more use of the space would 
be a great start , plenty space for 
outdoor cafe/bar culture. Reconsider 
public transport opportunities.

Location for a new stadium is 
without doubt a winner and would 
bring any many benifits to the city.
Not here what about old conference 
centre Bridge of Don using AWPR for 
away support.

Union Street has to be improved. For a 
city that calls itself the energy capital of 
Europe, it is an absolute disgrace. Young 
and old people alike are quite rightly 
embarrassed by it and therefore it's 
improvement muat be a high priority. The 
pedestrianisation of the street must be 
implemented.

There must be improved incentives for 
both businesses and members of the 
public to be on Union Street. As it stands, 
Union Street is merely an arterial route 
for people to get to other parts of the 
city, like Union Square. There empty units 
everywhere and there are barely any 
shops you would expect to see on a 'high 
street'. I understand that people are 
moving to online shopping, but high 
street shopping is still alive and well in 
other cities; so why can't it be the same 
here? There are far too many phone 
shops, vape shops, novelty shops and 
bookmakers. This is quite frankly 
unacceptable. There are a place for those 
businesses but not the heart and centre 
of the city. As an Aberdonian I want to be 
proud of the city, but as it stands I'm 
completely embarrassed at the state of 

The castlegate is a wonderful space 
in the city centre that is 
underutilised. It should be better 
connected to the beach, rather than 
just a small road onto the 
roundabout. It should also be a 
priority spot for cafés and 
restaurants, with outdoor seating.

The beach ballroom is a great venue, 
but it's so far away from everything 
else, it's far too isolated.



There has to be an alternative traffic 
route, especially for public transport,  
before pedestrianisation becomes 
permanent.

It is too late to recover the spirit and 
ethos of this area which was 
destroyed by the Council.

There is a crying need for cycle 
access to and within this area. 
Remove the commuter traffic.

The area is tired and needs to be 
seriously addressed for modern 
family needs. The last thing it needs 
is a stadium without unhampered 
vehicular access or parking, 
something which cannot be achieved 
in this location.

An underused facility in need of 
modernisation and integration into a 
holistic leisure area.

Clean it up and get more shops
A great space currently wasted and 
populated by drunkards

New stadium and pedestrian only 
along the esplanade towards fitty

With the downturn in the high street, 
union street needs to change to become 
a place where people want to come to 
socialise, meet, shop and go to 
entertainment. The council need to 
encourage small enterprises and diverse 
businesses into the empty shops by 
reducing rates and making the landlords 
maintain their buildings to a higher 
standard. 

This area should be the go to place 
for people before  going to the 
theatre and with union terrace 
gardens being upgraded , more 
should be made of the link to this 
area. 

The beach front needs upgrading in 
terms of the state of the shops and 
restaurants , the fun fare and 
facilities . Most people go their to 
walk or exercise and have something 
to eat. So improving and diversifying 
the types of leisure facilities e.g. 
roller skating or making more venues 
like satrosphere. A lovely venue in need of some TLC. 

Aberdeen fc!!! 

It's currently an embarrassment - 
rejuvenate buildings, keep it clean, 
promote new local businesses and enable 
them to move in

Currently a dump, needs a reason to 
go there

Get rid of the pedestrian / cycle 
priorities, It's almost impossible to 
access if you can't walk easily or cycle

Activity and events are all well and 
good, but focus on getting the 
ballroom to be a desination of choice 
for conferences, concerts and 
relevant events, not just niche fairs 
etc that could be anywhere

Where possible, offer peppercorn rent to 
artisans and craftsmen wishing to utilise 
Union street shops. This would create a 
very different and interesting vibe. 
Tourists would welcome this. Established 
retailers would also benefit from the 
increased footfall. 

 Cafe culture as well as street music, 
artisan shops and culture need to 
focus heavily in order to shift the 
dependency from large retailers and 
to change the whole vibe of our city 
centre. Brave and creative thinking is 
required by our city council. 

Decorative string type lighting would 
improve the beach area. Encourage 
outdoor dining and perhaps Allie one 
or two casinos on ‘the strip’. Radical 
thinking to encourage tourism is 
desperately required now. 



Allow business to permanently operate 
outdoor food and flaring venues. It works 
in colder climate line Norway or Finland 
so it will work in Aberdeen. 

The pedestrianisation only makes 
sense when the Bona Accord and St 
Nicholas have any shops in them and 
become a proper shopping place. 

Castle gate is Tom small to host a 
decent event and too big to fill it. 
Nothing interesting around it. It will 
be very difficult to redesign it. 

Please don’t move the stadium to 
the beach. Not everybody is football 
obsessed in Aberdeen. Can you 
imagine all those people pouring out 
after the game on a nice day when 
the beach is already busy? There will 
be carnage. 

What is the point of making Union St. 
pedestrianised for disabled when there is 
no parking in the area.

Make the roads clearer for through 
access to the top end of Union 
Street. you have already closed 
streets like Langstane Place.

Make the Belmont Street area totally 
pedestrian. No Taxi's or any cars. 
Stop trying to close 
Schoolhill/Uperkirkgate.

Have a bus run from Castlegate to 
Beach area for the public.

Create a new kids play area to 
replace the one you are taking away. 
There is an area along the beach on 
two tiers that cyclists can use, they 
don't need a dedicated area.

Any improvement would be a good thing
This iconic building should be 
preserved and looked after properly 
for future generations!

I think we need to pedestrianise union 
street and make all shop units attractive 
and affordable for businesses. Bring the 
high street shops back to the high street 
and make this a main focus. Have some 
nice planters and trees, benches and food 
vendors. Let’s bring back the beat to 
Aberdeen’s heart! 

You need to get rid of all the charity and 
betting shops. Let’s get some resurgence 
into the centre and get people to use the 
centre as a centre. No point in renovating 
the UTG if there’s nobody going there 
anymore 

The West End has been forgotten 
about during Covid with the 
introduction of bollards stopping 
traffic flow

I live in the city centre and the 
introduction of the one way system 
has and is a logistics nightmare. 
Takes me 1/2 hour to drive to the 
beach

The Beach Ballroom is part of 
Aberdeen heritage and should be 
preserved and enhanced. By making 
it more a focal point at the beach it 
will encourage a good footfall and 
constant flow of public

Reinvigorate union street through tax 
rebates to small business. Relax planning 
laws.

Fix union street, castlegate and 
beach and the city will be fixed

Bon Accord baths should be included 
in this master plan to be regenerated 
into the attraction it once was. 
Preserve the history, don’t demolish 
it.

No new football stadium 



If market street to bridge street to be 
pedestrianised, there needs to be parts of 
the pavements lowered to help 
wheelchair/less able bodied users to 
move around safely. 

Build new Aberdeen FC stadium in 
conjunction with these other 
suggestions.
Stadium at the beach is a must. No 
brainier.

Encourage better signages, if the roads 
are pedestrianised then there's no 
distraction to drivers, we should be able 
to see better and bigger screens signs, 
markets etc

Bring shops back

In order for Union Street to be a 
destination in the city there needs to be 
more focus on combining the traditional 
granite with cutting edge design and 
colour. This is lacking at the moment with 
dark and often poorly maintained shop 
fronts.

This area would be greatly enhanced 
if the backdrop was less industrial 
estate. Alternatively, explore the 
possibility of making the Harbour 
area a destination. Cities such as 
Liverpool have done this expertly, 
whilst creating a link between the 
main 'city centre'.

It’s looking so tired and unloved

I think the addition of a new football 
stadium for Aberdeen FC would be 
great for the city and would enhance 
the beach front area.



It would be great to have open air 
markets on Union Street if it were fully 
pedestrianised. This would be a great 
opportunity for smaller local businesses 
to sell their products and encourage 
more diversity in the shopping available 
at Union Street. 

Definitely improving.  Would have 
been so much more if the Wood UTG 
had been implemented.  What a 
wasted opportunity.

Needs interpretative signage and a 
sense of history which is totally 
absent.  Currently uninspiring.  But 
lots to see there and thereabouts

The pedestrian stuff done last year 
was just daft.  Nobody wanted or 
used it.  Just made the beach less 
attractive.  Whose idea was this?

Sad old building.  Could be so much 
more with the right events

People like myself would be more 
attracted to the city centre (Union street) 
if there were a range of quality shops, so 
many empty units etc

Improved café culture would be a 
game change for Aberdeen which is 
currently lagging behind cities like 
Glasgow and Edinburgh 

Union street is a disgrace! Forgotten for 
years in favour of shopping centres and 
now we have too much retail which can’t 
be filled. Let’s make union street great 
again! It IS the heart of our city - not 
union square!

Pavements are bad!  But take care 
great care with this area. All 
businesses are independent and 
must be consulted on changes. They 
were very badly affected by the poor 
decisions and implementation of the 
spaces for people project. 

Nobody uses Castlegate for the 
pedestrian use it was redesigned for 
back in the 80s/90s. Put it back to a 
travel hub like it was decades ago 
where buses used to travel round it 
and I feel this would make it easier 
for connections to the beach.

The beach just needs a bit of 
rejuvenation. None of this extreme 
sports, parks, or anything. It is 
already a nice space. All it needs is a 
slight modern revamp. New street 
lighting, resurfacing and maybe 
some art

Lower rates so businesses have a chance 
to occupy all the empty units. Great space, underutilised



Union street is probably a lost cause 
already and providing proper pedestrian 
route or shuttle busses from Union 
Square to Bon Acord would have a much 
better chance of success

The weather in Aberdeen is never 
going to make the beach used for 
sunbathing, so concentrate on 
walking and leashes activities

Nice idea, but at the moment there 
are essentially no facilities and 
insufficient footfall for them to 
survive

Nice Venus, but needs a strategy to 
make viable. Perhaps cafe to 
increase traffic?

Allowing Aberdeen FC to relocate to 
an area miles away from the heart of 
the city without exploring every 
possible angle to prevent it would be 
a catastrophic loss to both the Club 
and the City.

This once glistening street is now a sad 
indictment of the city I was born and 
bred in. When once the council 
prohibited retail space for eateries to 
prevent litter, what little of the shop 
space is open is now hosting book makers 
and pop up shops. I am reluctant to take 
overseas visitors (should travel ever open 
up again) to see it in its current state. The 
council should ensure those that own the 
buildings keep them in good repair and 
sustain maintenance of their properties. 
Weeds grow out of guttering, windows 
are dirty and window frames rotting. 
Buildings from street level to roof space 
are empty. Bring the city centre alive 
again would be a great boost to all. 

Those without personal transport 
are greatly hindered in their access 
to the beach front and facilities. This 
is especially true for the elderly and 
infirm and any family living in 
poverty. Small shuttle buses running 
frequent and free services from the 
city centre would be of great help.

The beach front is a disgrace with 
rusted and broken railings, 
crumbling stairs, barricaded access 
to the sand due to ‘large drop’ from 
stairs to the sand, a decaying and 
sealed off old shelter and rarely is 
the beach sands cleared of natural 
and man made debris which is 
littering the shore. All of this 
requires to be fixed to recover the 
pristine and welcoming beach 
environment, that since the 
pandemic has been even more 
utilised and appreciated by the 
public. 

Money needs to be spent on 
refurbishing the Star Ballroom  
which I believed suffers from water 
ingress.

stadium on the links should NOT be 
allowed. Aberdeen City should NOT 
contribute to new stadium.

Since Union Street is a primary focal point 
for the city it needs to be smartened up - 
enough grey granite needs more 
greenery.

Council needs to decide what it 
wants from the area. Why not 
pedestrianise this area and promote 
the village atmosphere at this end of 
Union Street ?

Not sure you can create a plaza area 
when then area is used as drop-off & 
pick-up point by parents !

At the moment this is a dead end 
and the general ambience reflects 
this. Radical action needed to make 
it more attractive.

New stadium at beachfront is good 
option for Dons fans. If the area is to 
be a general sports hub then 
transport links and parking will have 
to be improved. If sports hub is not 
the intention then there’s no need to 
site extreme sports, water sports & 
winter sports at the beach front. Is 
there any site capacity at the Sport 
Village to set these up ?

Union Street back to the way it was 
before covid. Put taxi rank back Great area for Sunday markets?

The cobblestone at the Castlegate is 
very uneven and not easy for 
wheelchairs to move around 

Disabled access to the beach 
ballroom should be improved.  
Current access is a side door at the 
bottom of a VERY steep hill which is 
problematic for wheelchair users 



Keep Aberdeen FC in the city and as 
near to their current location as 
possible. 

Sad to see so many empty units, if 
business rates were lower or exemptions 
could be made perhaps more local 
businesses could occupy the spaces left 
by large corporations.

Do not pedestrianise. Vehicle access 
is difficult enough.

Remove the 20mph speed limit. 
Perhaps offer more parking. 
Particularly on sunny weekends and 
match days.

Union street is horrible. Remove strip 
clubs, charity and pound shops and 
rubbish bars from area and surrounding. 
Put in covered/terraced seated area 
down middle of union street for high end 
cafes, bistros. No chips allowed! Bring a 
bit of class, culture and ambience. Fill 
building with museums, classy shops, 
souvineer shops modelled on Edinburgh, 
Glasgow or York. Put in some family 
orientated activities, like camera obscura, 
the Aberdeen dungeon, Ice cream shops, 
classy family bars. 

Putting green. 6 hole golf course, 
aquarium. Better playpark. Tennis 
courts

Less betting shops and vape stores 
please! Union Street should be the hustle 
and bustle of Aberdeen but it's getting 
more and more neglected and has no 
personality anymore.

Needs to have cafe culture vibe with 
street entertainment and hospitality 
predominantly 

Make a tram line ABD uni to RGIT

If we cannot use the department store 
spaces turn the space into urban flats

From RGIT make cycle jogging trail 
along the river to Victoria bridge on 
both the north and south side
Turn the floodplain across from RGIT 
into a triathalon center, student 
halls.

Turn Belmont street into a pub cafe 
street

Build a new stadium with facilities, 
cafes office restaurant. Put a 
retractable roof over it



Feels grotty, taxis and chip shops not 
very ‘west end’

The castle gate should be a tourist 
hub 

Focus on making a corridor from Union 
Terrace Gardens all the way to the beach, 
with leisure, cycling, walking, eating out, 
relaxing etc

A children's soft play centre with a 
cafe, so mums  with young children 
can go while there husband's  /  
partners are at the football, 
therefore whole families travelling to 
beach area to spend the day

Clean up union street and make it look 
good. Fill those empty shops with 
businesses and not just charity shops and 
vape shops. If the plan is to keep from 
bridge street to market street 
pedestrianised then little food huts and 
local shops for sellers to rent like at the 
Christmas market might be an idea 
Lower rates to encourage more local 
businesses.

For Aberdeen in general fix the 
pavements properly replace the broken 
granite slabs and those rising above the 
tree roots and  not just with patches of 
unsightly tar . Give some thought to the 
sign posts fixed randomly in the middle of 
pavements  seen so many people walk 
into them .and give some thought to the 
location of the big street bins
Have a look at some maps of Aberdeen 
pre the mistake of building of the Bon 
Accord /St Nicholas centres and Union 
Square -Recreate the bustling Aberdeen 
of old  and you will be onto a winner -oh 
yes  clean the Granite That's what the city 
was famous for before 'the Oil '-The Silver 
City  

Don't overcrowd the area remember 
that some people still want to go 
there for some peace and solitude  
and to gather their thoughts in 
difficult times .
Also keep some things simple -not 
everyone's into or can afford 
extreme sport . There is a lot of 
pleasure to be gained in the 'novelty' 
of good old fashioned pitch and put 
,crazy golf or a tennis court that can 
be used by all as some of the coastal 
resorts in England still recognise 

Nice clean beach front for the 
surffers 



Allow cars to drive up union street as this 
has had a huge impact upon many local 
business  

Buses back on union st. No point in 
pedestrian only if bikes are still racing 
past as you walk. More of a cafe culture area.

Open up schoolhiil and 
upperkirkgate to traffic as bonaccord 
centre and st nicholas centre aren't 
fully connected.

Needs to be resurfaced and put to 
more use.

Remove spaces for people on beach 
front beside cafes as making it one 
way is leading to busy traffic trying 
to exit shops beside asda as only way 
home from beach.

There has to be plenty car parks if 
more leisure places opened as it is 
already impossible to park on beach 
front especially trying to get a 
disabled place as there are only 6 
near cafes. Needs to be used more for events.

focus more on community and culture 
and Union street will thrive. Too many 
shops that can barely afford to stay open 
much less improve their image on the 
street. Also the whole street needs a 
good clean and some maintenance 

Although I couldn't add any more 
 points this is very much needed!  Love these ideas! 

Yes this area could be so good but it 
is hard to access and feels a bit of an 
after thought. Some cafes with 
outdoor seating would be great! 
maybe some nice restaurants and 
cover with some heating for them 
too from the weather would be 
great!

Access isn't the issue. People who 
need to drive to the beach shouldn't 
be punished for needing to do so - 
often people need to drive to 
transport, families, pets and 
waterspouts gear - they shouldn't be 
hindered from getting to the beach. 
People who regularly enjoy the 
beach and the water often are by 
nature making greener choices 
anyway. 

Aberdeen should be like THE water 
sports / beach fun / place where 
people connect with the Ocean. 
NOWHERE in Scotland has as good 
an asset of being connected with the 
coast line AND the advantage of 
having the facilities available to 
them in a city as Aberdeen. 

Aberdeen should be like THE water 
sports / beach fun / place where 
people connect with the Ocean. 
NOWHERE in Scotland has as good 
an asset of being connected with the 
coast line AND the advantage of 
having the facilities available to 
them in a city as Aberdeen.  

Water sports would be an asset for 
the city - check out  Foxlake & 
wildshore which are always packed 
whenever I go and have brought an 
absolute buzz to what was 
previously a very dull part of the city. 

Also - why build a new ski slope at 
the beach when there's one in 
Garthdee? Could you not just 
rejuivinate that one a bit? 

Dead. Not a place to go to just now. It’s 
like a frost town with rubbish shops. 
planners should think about what the 
building may look like in 20 years rather 
than some of the eyesores we are 
currently seeing
Also Get the main shops back into Union 
Street and get rid of the bookies as their 
is far to much gambling  shops
Also put the charity shops near free 
parking and  where people can drop off 
without having to stop on yellow lines
Need to make it more welcoming with 
more shops a la Schoolhill or Rosemount.



I think access is fairly good but 
improving would be positive 

Aberdeen beach is unique & makes 
Aberdeen unique something other 
cities can’t replicate. Provides a 
fantastic outdoor experience free to 
all- residents & visitors. Any changes 
should enhance & build on the 
unique amenity & protect the 
environment 
From a social standpoint I support 
Additional extreme sport for 
younger citizens.
I am not supportive of a new 
stadium on the beach as I feel this 
puts the area out of bounds for 
periods during the football season.
Parking, alcohol, unsociable 
behaviour concerns me. 
I feel a stadium would be a negative 
building development.
I understand Aberdeen FC may need 
better facilities but question why 
Pittodrie caouldbt be improved. 
Having been at the beach almost 
daily for the last year I understand 
how well it is used. Swimmers, SUPs, 
surfers, walkers, cyclists, elderly, 
young. The new pop up food outlets 
have supplemented the cafes & and 
the art exhibition all give the area a 
Keeping AFC stadium in the city is a 
must for fans and businesses 

Should target small businesses for 
moving into Union Street with reduced 
rent/rates.

What about disabled drivers that use 
Little Belmont Street?

Esplanade tram only would help 
those less mobile enjoy the beach 
front.

Housing for Union Street, it’s too late to 
attract retailers there now. No one spends any time there now

Make the street look more modern and 
an easier place to walk about. More focus 
and people and improved our door 
spaces and more car free areas. 

Belmont street should be fully 
pedestrianised to maximise its 
potential. More out door spaces with 
covering for cafes and bars. 

More pedestrian areas and move 
space for businesses to have our 
door area with covering. 



Union Street has a "down at heel" feel 
about it.  Keeping it clean, green and tidy 
would be a step in the right direction and 
encourage businesses to stay or return

Keeping outside areas such as 
Rubislaw Terrace Gardens regularly 
maintained is important to both the 
residential and business 
communities.  We need to reverse 
the trend of "for sale/to let" signs 
being erected 

Like the idea of a public plaza 
outside the Art Gallery and RGC

Accommodating a new stadium for 
Aberdeen Football Club in the beach 
area should, in my opinion, be a 
priority.  It would be a huge boost 
for the city centre and an iconic part 
of the regeneration programme

A complete upgrade will enhance 
the beach area and attract more 
visitors.

Beautiful building that should host 
variety of activities  to attract 

 visitors. 

We should expand retail and leisure 
spaces, make the area people can 
and would want to spend their day.

There needs to be suitable traffic 
access for delivery drivers to 
Belmont Street and school drop 
off/pick up.. even if RGC parents use 
nearby car parks it's still a lot of 
traffic and the flow of that traffic at 
peak times shouldn't be 
underestimated. Parents, pupils and 
staff of RGC are important footfall 
for local shops and businesses. 
Food delivery is also important for 
local businesses and there should be 
suitable space for delivery drivers to 
stop for short periods to collect 
orders. Pedestrian areas are good 
but there needs to be balance with 
suitable access. 



In my opinion the presence of a 
stadium or a water sports centre or a 
winter sports centre with a dry ski 
slope would destroy the beach. Who 
is coming up with these ideas? If 
anything the presence of any or all of 
these would have me avoid the 
beach at all costs. Building such 
wasteful monstrosities would be a 
pointless endeavour. They would 
overshadow our local beauty. Look 
to Marischal square as an example of 
what not to do. While addition is 
better than subtraction in this case I 
feel that any additions should aim to 
enhance what is already there, cycle 
paths, pedestrianisation, walking 
paths, connecting the city to the 
beach by way of these and better 
public transportation would better 
serve the people of Aberdeen.

Needs a complete overhaul and 
pedestrianised from castlegate up to 
Union terrace, so much can be done to 
improve Union street without spending 

 extor onate amounts of money 
A crucial part in Aberdeenshire 
history that needs attention 

Turn Union Street into a place people can 
shop, eat and relax. A proper high street. 
Make it appealing to local businesses

While I belive making union street 
pedestrain would be of great benefit, it 
should be considered that public 
transport is still allowed to pass through.

A mix of homes and shops with no 
vehicles is preferred 
The pedestrianisation of Union Street 
does not work well with the existing 
infrastructure, and the buses being 
diverted makes it harder for people who 
use the buses. Union Street going back to 
normal would be of huge benefit to 
everyone. 



Take it back to normal

Union st. Must be a joy to walk up and 
down and not as it is 

Make it more inviting for tourists 
and locals 

At the beach we have wonderful 
space we have to create a centre or 
centres that will have people 
flocking to in all weathers because of 
the entertainment for all ages 

Would love to see Union St 
pedestrianised permanently with proper, 
appropriate paving and encourage 
outdoor culture.

Need to make Belmont st 
pedestrianised at certain times. 
Cafes on street, people wandering 
about and cars suddenly appear! 

Disappointed with how beach area 
was treated - cycle lanes put in for 
short while then removed right 
before a holiday. Don’t think the 
lanes introduced were the answer - 
access issues to pavement for 
disabled/those with young kids etc. 
Could top pavement be marked as 
half cycle/half pedestrian. Mark out 
clear parking bays then an obvious 
one lane each way to control speed 
(while cycle lanes in place speeding 
along front much reduced). 
Is it possible to widen pavements 
outside cafes at front. Lovely to see 
so many people enjoying the 
outdoors but no space for those 
walking by with queues, street 
furniture etc.

We’ve got a winter sports at 
Garthdee, no need at beach! So 
disappointed with the ‘updated’ 
playpark at the front - kids loved the 
pirate ship, train etc. Now all feels 
very tame.

No more new builds in the city, 
encourage the use of empty shops and 
buildings already there by giving 
incentives to businesses and business 
people willing to use them. If new spaces 
eg: Marischal Square are being allowed 
then it is little wonder the death of Union 
Street.
Make owners clean their buildings, use 
empty shops for residential use.



Look at quality design solutions for a 
more cohesive look to Union St. Visit 
other successful cities in Europe for 
inspiration.  Growing up in Aberdeen in 
the 50s Union Street was beautiful 
because of quality and space. Shop fronts 
and windows were immaculate. There 
was an obvious pride and care taken that 
spoke of high standards and excellent 
customer care that is experienced in 
cities like Vienna, Helsinki, Paris, 
Amsterdam. We had it once… why not 
aim high and make real investment, not 
just superficial fixes that date, example 
the development of HMV trinity centre 
frontages that have never related to the 
classical grandeur of the granite buildings 
around it. I love Aberdeen but feel Union 
St is literally a sad mess and gives visitors 
and locals a very poor impression of what 
we are all about. 

Definitely keep the Castlegate 
cassies!!!!! That’s part of Aberdeen’s 
identity!!!! Use them more 

It’s a fabulous building a great 
resource, make it a go to location for 
all sorts of events 

Why are people coming to Union street ? 
What is the purpose of their visit ? That is 
what needs to be asked then you will find 
what needs to be there. The massive lack 
of shops is an issue. Get rid of the bus 
gate - that’s a joke. It’s a scam to make 
money from people. The city centre 
pedestrianised and with a bus gate is NOT 
accessible to people. People are not 
going to walk a mile from a bus stop to 
the Main Street. 

Focus on getting rid of the empty 
properties. No more charity shops. 
No more vape shops. Cheaper 
parking 

Yes. Belmont street should be an 
independent hub for cafe. Traffic is 
an issue in school hill. No public 
plaza in front of the school. Cheaper 
parking in city centre is needed. I 
don’t think the council realises how 
much people are NOT coming in 
because of it. The alive after 5 was a 
good idea but apart from a Thursday 
for shopping there was nothing else 
open in that part of town so why 
would people come into town then 
?? Schoolhill is dangerous with 
lorries and cars going through the 
pedestrian crossing. 

Again like Belmont street this could 
be a hub for cafe culture. Semi 
permanent heated areas for food 
and drink. Christmas market should 
be located there too. Less charity 
shops and more shops people want 
to go to. Such a waste of space. 
Better signage pointing to the beach 
too. 

The cycle Lane is dangerous. I like 
the one way car system though. But 
cycle Lane should be 1 way too. The 
beach needs a regular clean up as so 
much pollution which makes it so 
unsightly. More seats and tables 
outside on nice days. 

Given the fact it’s on the beach front 
something to do with the sea and 
water would be good. Water sports. 
Encourage people to come down 
and go in the sea and take part in 
water sports safely. At the moment I 
wouldn’t know what was a safe area 
on the beach for swimming etc. Plus 
people still let their dogs on the no 
dog section of the beach !!!!!

It’s an important venue. It should be 
accessible to all. Lots of events. I 
used to run my events there but 
costs make it impossible now. Very 
expensive. However the afternoon 
teas were fabulous. Something that 
could be done more regularly. The 
staff at beach ballroom
 Are fabulous though. 

More toilets
Pedestrianisation of this area will 
stop access for the disabled using 
their cars to access areas from nort 
and south directions of Kirk gate and 
parts of city centre shops

Return area to what it was many 
years ago as a way through to beach 
and a bus interchange and turning 
point

Improve allocation of free car 
parking spaces to encourage people 
to use facilities at beach

Better parking at venues using 
already existing parking needing 
upgrading

Better use of badly maintained 
existing car parks at building creating 
much better access to building even 
moving sum entrance so easy access 
from car park 

Union Street and roads in general, better 
upkeep required all over city and suburbs
Lower rent and have the units filled.



It is pretty depressing with little to 
no actual use of the space. It is 
barriered off on the side adjacent to 
Union Street - which is just 
something else which benefits the 
traffic and cars and not the people. 
This needs made into a busy and 
thriving market hub/art space.

Union street requires major work
New footvall ground staying in city 
centre a main priority 

Difficult with private landlords, but rents 
need to be lowered to encourage 
independent shops like it used to be.  
Essential that public transport is routed 
through Union Street otherwise street is 
empty of people !!!

Remove street clutter and ask the 
local businesses for opinions.

Allow for proper outdoor catering 
facilities instead of temporary tents.  
Utilize The Academy square and 
encourage startup businesses in 
empty units.  This means lower rents 
from landlords

Used to be a bus terminus/drop off 
point. This could be reinstated as 
making it into a desert has not 
worked.

The location of the new Stadium 
near the beach is vital to many 
businesses throughout the entire 
city. Crowd management is tried and 
tested in this area and safety is not 
an issue. Football is a family activity. 
Make it easy for the supporters

Outdoor covered marquees with 
decking are a great addition from 
businesses.

Union St is the artery of the city and in its 
current state sets a very dismal first 
impression for the city as a whole. It’s 
been on a decline for many years now 
and it’s imperative now more than ever 
that this is addressed 

The one area of the city center that 
has immediate potential and should 
be a focus for a wider regeneration 
of surrounding ares

A very uninspiring space as it 
currently stands. Has great potential 
for improvement.

Reignite Bon Accord Baths as a 
tourist hub and working leisure 
facility

Pool and ice rink need revamped and 
extended with vastly improved 
transport links and parking

Improve and expand beach leisure 
centre and ice rink. Build larger rink 
with local competitive team



Union Street is widely regarded as being 
the heart of the city. Unfortunately it has 
been poorly maintained by private and 
public owners alike. All owners should be 
forced to maintain facades, windows and 
doors, drainpipes (a major problem) and 
drainage grids in the pavements. The 
street should be open to public transport 
only, This should be trolley buses which 
are run on both overhead power lines 
AND battery power in Union Street. Car 
parks for cars should be built in strategic 
points down the street, but behind the 
facade. Union Square should be closed 
down and replaced with a better 
transport hub, some light industrial and 
commercial units associated with the 
harbour, including the connection with 
Orkney, Shetland and possible other ferry 
routes. Other out of town commercial 
offices should be encouraged to use new 
offices in Union Street, as too long to 
have retail property only. These buildings 
could be high rise if architecturally 
acceptable. Unfortunately George Street 
has been blocked off - it might be worth 
looking at reinstatement again but if not, 
encourage maintainance of the St Nicolas 
Church entrance and grounds and also 
Don’t pedestrianise anything. It will only 
keep more people out of the city centre. 
Make bug green spaces with small bars 
and restaurants or by existing bars and 
restaurants. Marischal Square should 
never have been built. An alternative 
large green space with small cafes and 
bars would have served the city better. Leave as roads 

Leave Belmont street as is. It’s in the 
shade most of the day, who would 
want to sit outside in the north east 
of Scotland in the shade. Every town 
has a bar area which is just full of 
bars and not the best to look at 
through the day. Fairy lights right up 
the street might look nice in winter 

Put the castle gate back to what it 
used to be with a road to the 
roundabout at the boulevard. The 
castle gate will never be used as a 
cafe hub. 

Grass bank not cut looks 
horrendous. As does the ‘safety 
measures’ for the eroded areas on 
the beach. We’re all grown up and 
can decide if we want to go down 
the steps to the beach. Put up a sign 
and remove the fencing. It’s a joke. 

We already have a very good dry ski 
slope. Why build another which will 
get battered by the North Sea? 
People also play e sports in their 
bedrooms and can hook up online. 
Not sure who would come to such a 
thing. 

I think aberdeen has potentially 
spread itself too thin these days. 
Would it be worth focusing on the 
exhibition centre and music hall? 
View it as very unimportant. It’s a 
relic not worth spending money in. 
Outdated and of little general 
interest to Council tax payers.

Safe cycle routes

Need to create good cycle routes, 
upgrade fencing and street furniture 
and provide lighting all of the length 
of the Beach Espalande from Don 
Bridge to Footdee. We need safe 
pedestrian and cycle access all along 
it all year round - very disappointed 
this isn’t one of the choices above.

Please DO NOT put the football 
stadium down here and erode any 
more public spaces - we need more 
emphasis on high quality public 
spaces and play parks. How about a 
pitch and put?

I’ve run out of points but increasing 
the activity and events programme 
would be great along with a more 
accessible entrance/more room 
around the entrance.



Make the section between bridge street 
and market street, should have been 
done 9 years ago when sir Ian wood 
offered 75mm

Connecting Belmont street with 
unction terrace gardens should have 
been done.

If you pedestrian you need more 
parking nearby or people will not 
visit, full stop

No need for more cycle lanes utilise 
the current paths that are extremely 
wide

The problem with pedestrianisation is 
that as a disabled person, I now struggle 
to access much of the city centre as the 
bus stops/parking are too far away from 
where I want to be since the covid 
restrictions, and I am therefore much less 
independent. Improved public transport 
and green travel should definitely be 
encouraged, but please don't ignore 
those of us for whom it isn't a viable 
option! It also means my child is 
restricted to where I can access. Great businesses here! 

Don't stop all vehicle access, 
disabled need access to places too! Cycle path was a great idea. 

My son loves the playgrounds at the 
beach and at Fittie - they are the 
city's favourites out of his friends. 
We have snow sports at Garthdee, 
so other  options would be good Great but underused resource

A well thought out stadium that 
complements the beach area. Maybe 
a space for a fanzone where events 
can be held. A corporate area 
looking onto beach, so many 
possibilities to use beautiful area to 
advantage. 

New Aberdeen stadium would be 
incredible for the city and the club

LETS NOT PRETEND YOU WILL CONSIDER 
PUBLIC OPINION. CLEAN UP THE CITY 
STOP TRYING TO PEDESTIANISE 
EVERYWHERE. YOU ARE DESTROYING THE 
CITY. 

Union Street needs to re-invent itself. It 
won't be enough to get retail back in. Its 
still the place folk gravitate to, but if its 
not seen as a "destination" it will 
continue to decline.

The west end appears to need 
vehicle access to survive, as its a 
different offering with the smaller 
independent traders from further 
down on Union Street, so wouldn't 
want to compromise this.

This needs to be one "connected are 
for pedestrians which links from the 
central section of Union Street, right 
through and round into Broad Street

The wind tunnel. Desperately 
underused. If we are serious about 
better connections between Union 
Street and the Beach, this is the 
inevitable connecting space, but 
needs to be something more than a 
space we just walk through. Could it 
be "greened"?

I agree this is a better location for 
the Dons than Kingsford - lockdown 
proved its an area the City goes to 
"chill out" so that approach needs to 
be confirmed with more reasons to 
go there.

Memories of the past are not 
enough to sustain this. Either use it 
or formally consign it to the past and 
knock it down. Its stuck in limbo just 
now, but could be so much more if it 
was part of an integrated offering of 
activity in the Beach area.

New stadium must be at the beach 



Bring something to union street that 
people want. Look at taxes for shops so 
units can be filled. 
Make this a vibrant and busy hub for 
people to enjoy similar to the set up of 
Princess Street in Edinburgh and 
Buchanan Street in Glasgow.

These streets need less clutter and 
more space for increased footfall.

There has been a good buzz in this 
area, and this is what is needed in 
many main streets in Aberdeen, and 
all year round.

More spaces for cafe and restaurants 
along beachfront without losing the 
green space in front of beach 
ballroom.

Why does everything have to be about 
pedestrianisation!?   Too many pound 
and phone shops now on Union Street. 
You need to get some of the bigger 
names shops back.  Even the Bon Accord 
Centre has lost loads of shops. 

Creating restaurants, bars, cafes 
here without door seating would 
attract people to this area. 

Definitely do not pedestrianise the 
Beach Esplanade. Making it one way 
along the front of Pizza Hut etc 
already makes it hard to get out of 
the shops etc at ASDA, Smyths etc 
and I have never seen anyone cycle 
along those lanes - they still cycle 
along the beach front where 
everyone else is walking. Terrible 
decision to keep this. 

I truly believe that for Union Street to be 
viable once again we need to introduce a 
sales tax and remove business rates 
completely for retail and hospitality.  This 
would allow independent businesses to 
take more risk moving to more expensive 
premises without the worry of business 
rates.  I don’t believe pedestrianising 
Union Street is a great idea for the next 5 
years, we need to increase traffic to the 
centre and with what’s on offer on Union 
Street at the moment all we will do is put 
people off. 

I have a cafe on Correction Wynd, 
my outdoor seating / pods have 
been a lifeline to my business and it 
would be a disaster if I had to get rid 
of them.  I hope that the whole city 
can embrace outdoor cafe culture 
and not just Belmont Street.

Pedestrianise and cycle all the way 
to Balmedie?  Continue the existing 
route, bridge over the Don and hug 
the coast Eco friendly and would be 
spectacular.  This is a bit out there 
but over ground and underground 
electric rail from the top of Union 
Street all the way to the beach, it’s 
more or less a straight line.  

New family pool with flumes, 
existing one should be condemned.  
Professional indoor skiing centre like 
the one in Glasgow that has real 
snow, Aberdeen benefits from 
natural hills, as Altens industrial 
estate closes why not build one off 
Wellington Road and cover it in solar 
panels and build a wind turbine to 
power the whole facility.
Remove the one way system along 
the cafes. 



The pedestrianisation on Union St has 
been great and should remain. Cars 
should continue to not be allowed 
between Market St and Bridge St. Buses 
should however be allowed to make 
them a more attractive option to the 
public. Removing road space due to no 
cars would allow addition of wider 
pavements and cycle lanes on both sides 
of the road. More permanent 
plants/flowers would be a welcome 
addition to the street and general upkeep 
of the street would ideally encourage 
people to spend their time in and around 
the area.

The pedestrianised zone has been 
nice to have and would be good to 
see it made permanent. A public 
plaza around the art gallery would 
be nice, especially with the outdoor 
culture remaining at Belmont St and 
the ongoing renovations of Union 
Terrace Gardens. 

I think Castlegate has been neglected 
as of late but it is, and should 
continue to be a key landmark in the 
city. A dedicated connection to the 
beach would likely encourage more 
people to visit the seaside and visit 
the beachfront restaurants/shops 
etc. At present, Castlegate is not a 
very attractive place, it can be 
dangerous to walk across (I have 
seen many people trip on the slabs). 
An aim to beautify the area may 
make it a more visited area.

An active travel connection between 
the city centre and beach should be 
a priority. At present, the walk 
between town and the beach is not 
particularly pleasant, with a busy 
beach boulevard to walk along. And 
a busy roundabout also discourages 
people from walking between 
places. A dedicated active travel 
path that separates you from the 
cars would be a nice addition.

Although there are a lot of good 
options on this section, I think that 
making the beachfront an enjoyable 
place to walk and cycle should be 
necessary before implementing the 
other ideas. Although controversial, 
the cycle lanes at the beach were a 
good idea, just implemented poorly. 
I used them numerous times and it 
was obvious that the access on to 
and off of the cycle lanes was very 
poor and it wouldn't surprise me if it 
put people off using them.

The days of big department stores and 
large chain shops is gone. Union Street 
needs to cath up. It either needs to be a 
street full of cafes, bakeries and 
butchers/cheese shops or it needs to be 
small independent local businesses in 
smaller divided up space. Or both of 
these. 

Nothing wrong with street surfaces. 
Keep authentic surfaces as they are. 
Host food, drink and music in 
gardens and add curtain lights to 
gardens and whole area. 

Please also hang curtains of lights in 
this area and the sidestreets. Some 
very simple lighting could transform 
this area, pedestrianise it, outdoor 
space at art gallery and it could be 
transformed.

There is nothing wrong with the 
surface, hundreds of market towns 
and cities (see Regensburg) use 
cobbled areas for markets and 
events across the UK and Europe.
There is also no point in increasing 
access to the beach, people will go 
to the beach whatever way they 
want to / find easy for them.
This area needs year round 
programming / activity to being it 
back into the public realm and safe 
use. 
Peacocks is there and other 
organisations/busineses in the city 
should be encouraged, not 
discouraged, to run activity there.
It would only take 1 to 2 years to 
reclaim that space from pubs and 
pub overspill and completely 
reinvent it as a place to go, sit, eat 
and enjoy.

Interesting that there are only two 
options here, neither of them a 
priority. Pedestrians have lots of safe 
access to the beach. The actual 
traffic at the beach, bikes, busses, 
cars, campervans is all totally ok. The 
problem is the facilities. More small 
independent cafes, use the grass 
areas for festivals and events and 
outdoor music and install some 
more toilets. Move away from 
thinking. About the traffic (human or 
vehicular) as this is not/was not a 
problem at all until the ridiculous 
road rules were implemented.

Completely underused and 
undersold. An iconic venue that 
could add so much to the city in 
terms of festivals, events and 
conferences. Could be a real income 
generator. Needs completely new 
management. 

A New AFC Stadium there would be 
a fantastic focal point for the Beach 
area

Create a central pedestrian space around 
the new terrace garden area connecting 
Union street with theatre, museum, 
Belmont street. 

Better Link to the beach/ Codona 
area
Beach Ballroom should be 
demolished - it is an old eyesore that 
has never been well maintained



Providing safe and separate cycling paths 
would be great

Cycle path would be great as it 
would allow children to cycle safely 
to school

More cyclepaths that are family 
friendly and safe would be a greate 
imrpovement

New and safe cycle paths would be a 
neccesary improvement

Sefe and separate cycle paths would 
be a great improvement

Separate and safe cycle paths are 
essential

make all building owners, clean and 
maintain their properties, or do it for 
them and charge a premium price for 
doing so

permanently widen pavements.   Access 
for buses, bikes and taxis only.

Leave the turning circle in front of 
Robert Gordon's College as it is, or it 
will cause traffic chaos at pick up and 
drop off time.

promote it's use more, encourage 
outdoor events and cafes

reopen the steps down to the sand 
as an absolute priority.    There can 
be no justification for simply 
barricading the steps off, leaving 
people to climb over them to access 
the sand
Encourage more vendors on the 
beach front and the lower 
promenade

separated bike lanes will always be 
encouraged. 
Support the idea of the relocation of 
the football stadium to the beach

Improve cafe culture, boardwalk 
area as in Newcastle.

Union street is dead now and needs 
independent small shops and cafes to 
bring it back to life

The pedestrian section is the least 
important part of the future look of 
Union Street. A mix of business and 
residential is the way ahead 

Restore and encourage shops to return .
Make sure buildings are maintained

Union street needs to reopen. It’s not 
worth pedestrianising t because there is 
nothing there that needs it.

We don’t need a pedestrianised area 
in school hill. Traffic is horrendous 
there as it is. Keep traffic flowing. 

The beach needs better lighting for 
evening visits. 

It can be dangerous getting to the 
front door of the ballroom. This 
needs to be looked at. 

I was always in favor of pedestrianizing 
Union street until it actually happened 
and I saw the results. The city center has 
just been left with a wide dead space and 
putting trees in pots doesn't help. The 
traffic gave it a sense of movement that's 
now lacking. Also the pedestrianized area 
isn't really pedestrianized as you have to 
look out for cyclists, mostly food delivery 
ones that make the place look untidy. 
Pedestrians and cyclists aren't a great mix.

I don't see "outdoor cafe culture" 
being a permanent thing due to the 
weather we have here. It has only 
been used as there have been no 
other options due to the current 
situation. Not sure what the benefit 
of creating a plaza area in front of 
the Art Gallery would be. Would it 
remove the few disabled parking 
spaces there?

Not sure what the purpose of 
encouraging travel to the Beach is. 
People go shopping in the city center 
and aren't going to walk down to the 
beach with their bags of shopping. If 
people have paid to park in a city 
center car park, I also can't see the 
viability of then walking to the 
Beach, It's too far and you may just 
as well park at the beach for free.

The active travel to the beach idea is 
a non-starter. It's too far to walk, 
especially with Aberdeen weather. if 
you own a car, you would just drive 
there.

I'm not supportive of any of these 
ideas, but I have to award points to 
something, even if I don't see it of 
any benefit to the city.

It would be nice to see the Beach 
Ballroom used for more events.

An upgrade with street side restaurants 
and cafes 



Needs modernised cleaned it’s Main 
Street of Aberdeen 

NO MORE BUILDING NEW HOUSES !! 
Promote and upgrade the beautiful old 
buildings that give the city its character 

Create a pedestrian hub of 
independent specialist small traders 
and street cafes

Street cafes and small independent 
traders with low rates to ensure 
their success,  where people can 
wander and browse.

Promote an open air weekend 
market selling fresh local produce

Keep the beach at one with nature 
but enhance public facilities like 
modern clean toilets, changing 
rooms etc. Create nice walking 
routes with disable access

Union street has been forgotten 

Use the empty shops by turning them 
into community spaces - people are not 
going to go back to shopping in person, 
so don't try to make them. What about 
community gardens where people can 
come and learn about gardening, crafting 
studios, workout spaces, hobby rooms, 
places for teens to hang out and play 
pool etc, places for classic car enthusiasts 
to park up and chat etc. Things you 
cannot get online.

Cafe culture is brilliant - we just need 
to get used to the idea. They do it in 
cold EU countries too, just need 
heated lamps and blankets. It is very 
possible and I personally would love 
it.

The cycling options are extremely 
limited at the moment. Brilliant idea 
to improve these.

People love walking, jogging and 
cycling in a safe environment, on a 
dedicated path, with their dogs 
and/or kids. The old railway line 
shows just how popular it is when 
paths are well constructed and 
maintained. A walk/cycle path from 
duthie parkalong the river, past the 
harbour, then split to either Nigg Bay 
and/or to Beach Boulevard would be 
a wonderful activity for all to enjoy 
the most interesting, unique and 
beautiful parts or the city. If you 
make it easier/more direct to get to 
beach boulevard people would go 
there more often. 

Total mess at the moment an 
embarrassment 
Needs a move away from retail and 
towards resteraunts and cafes

New stadium in the city centre must 
happen if the city centre is to 

 recover 



All for more green space!  Buildings 
definitely need a spruce up.  Making part 
of Union Street pedestrian only 
permanently is a very bad idea.  Once 
traffic is back to normal levels it'll put 
more pressure on Market Street & 
Virginia Street which is already busy 
enough as it is.

Can't say I really go to this end of 
town since Nova closed.

Green space & pedestrian areas on 
Belmont Street are really good ideas.

It's crazy the amount of times I've 
nearly twisted my ankle walking at 
the Castlegate!  I really like the 
cobbles & paving but it needs to be 
fixed so it's no longer a trip hazard.

Esplanade has wide enough 
pavements for folk walking to & 
from Castlegate.  Shuttle bus or 
something might be a good idea for 
the less able bodied.

Location the football stadium to the 
beach is a really stupid idea!  Let it 
go to Kingsford as per current plans.  
Public funds should NOT be used for 
this!!

This is a great venue & the main 
ballroom has the best dance floor!

The new Stadium needs to be in the 
City as the travel links , commercial 
premises that go hand in hand with 
matchdays are City based and need 
the crowds to prosper

Pedestrianisation of Union street has 
been superb. It has made the space feel 
so much nicer to visit. More could be 
done still. Semi permanent structures 
(like those used in German style 
Christmas markets) should be 
permanently hosted there and encourage 
areas to be cafes and bars mixed in with 
pop up event and exhibition spaces year 
round. Additional green spaces and 
features like trees would be great. 
Imagine Christmas lights on that street if 
we had the lights plus decorated trees 
and a market. It would be a huge 
attraction in the local area and rival the 
best in the country. During the summer 
this would also look great and encourage 
people to eat and drink in the space.

The area when it has been used for 
markets etc has been lovely. The 
space is generally well sheltered and 
makes a good place for eating 
drinking and hosting events. 

Using this space for mini festivals or 
fan zones for major events would be 
great. A Euro 2020 fan zone here 
would have been buzzing. If so we 
should use the principle of first 
offers of using this space should go 
to local bars (allowing them to set up 
a pop up space) rather than just 
outsourcing to some big brewery to 
run.  

Please consider and experience the 
cycle network style of dutch cities eg 
Utrecht. A cyclist should be able to 
get from Union Square and the bus 
and train station to Union Square to 
the beach without having to go on a 
regular road. Dedicated bike roads 
only not just lines on road. Rental 
bikes (like those in London) should 
be made accessible. Pedestrian 
routes should mirror this.

This would be the ideal area for a 
new stadium.
Keeping the stadium here will be 
good for local businesses and for 
encouraging active travel. Any design 
should consider how the stadium 
can use the spaces directly outside 
to the best of its ability as a festival 
style space. What businesses can be 
built in that keeps people visiting all 
week and not just match day. How 
can the suggestions above be 
integrated into the spaces but also 
other things like 5 a side pitches, 
basket ball court’s tennis courts.  The 
whole beachfront and golf area 
should be thought of as 75% park 
25% sports and liesure space. The 
car should not have priority in this 
space. Cycle network is key. Owned 
and rental bikes should be primary 
mode of navigating space. 

Would be good to promote this 
more as a venue and explain what 
happens here.

New stadium for Aberdeen Foitball 
Club in beach area would bring huge 
economic benefit to Aberdeen City.

Easily Accessable



Pedestrianising Union Street has been the 
worst decision during COVID. It has 
completely killed the city centre. It looks 
like a war zone.
Union Street is now basically betting 
shops and vape shops. We need to 
encourage other businesses to invest in 
renting space but they won’t do that if 
it’s pedestrianised and see such little 
footfall.
The focus should be on cleaning the 
facades, adding some greenery and 
building the proposed food market.

This is a lovely, quirky area of the 
city centre and we should be 
encouraging further businesses and 
eateries to rent space here. 
Pedestrianising union street and this 
area would negatively impact 
footfall here. Focus on making it 
pretty by cleaning up facades.

It’s sad to see how dead Belmont 
Street has become. This area should 
be thriving and extending outdoor 
covered spaces is the only way to 
achieve this with our weather

The Esplanade is wide enough. 
Pedestrianising it makes it too 
difficult for people to access it with 
cars otherwise, so will negatively 
impact footfall 

As a dog owner, this would be great 
for when the tide is in and it’s not 
possible to walk along the actual 
beach at the Footdee area

I think it should be kept as pedestrian 
zone. Makes the city centre a much safer 
place to be. Would love to see more 
independent shops and less ‘low class, 
charity, pawn, vape, pound shops’ etc. 

Would love to see lots of the granite 
cleaned up. Love the nu art installations 
and would love to see even more. 

If stadium gets go ahead, could be 
used for corporate entertainment

More buildings is a terrible idea. 
Demolish some and make way for green 
spaces in the city centre. Aberdeen 
citizens have made it clear they want to 
see more of this in future. Rooftop 
gardens and living walls are some 
ventures to explore.

Take back Torrys beaches from 
Dragados who have ruined it. 

There are already most of these 
options available in Aberdeen. Why 
do we need more stadiums and ski 
slopes? More gardens and outdoor 
spaces please!

I miss walking up and down union street 
on a Saturday afternoon, I want the 
excitement and hustle and bustle back 
again with union street, but in my 
opinion I union street just feels 
abandoned  right now. 

Needs to be smartened up and more 
shops occupied.

Beach is much better for new AFC 
ground as more central and 
accessible.

Reopen it to traffic, includijg cars. What a 
mess!! Reopen the west end Reopen to traffic Reopen to busses Leave the beach the fuck alone Keep your paws off of it



Remove the social distancing and allow 
traffic to move freely. Open up Bon 
Accord Street and Justice Mill Lane.

Remove social distancing and one 
way systems. The social distancing 
areas are being used as car parks by 
the take away shops.

Is Belmont Street a pedestrian 
areaas it's used as a car park by 
Robert Gordon children's parents at 
start and end of school days.

Needs to be utilised more, for 
example as a market stance

Needs more space for children's 
activities, play parks and sports, 
certainly not A.F.C. stadium...far too 
small and would stop people going 
to beach area on match days and not 
funded by Council. Sports for all not just football Needs refurbished exterior

Current vehicle restrictions should be 
made permanent. Empty shop fronts 
should advertised pitched at restaurants, 
bars and cafes. This would aid to the push 
towards a more European “cafe culture” 
to attract business back to the city centre. 
Installing a roof would allow for yearly 
use. 

At present castlegate is a completely 
wasted space, especially during 
covid. If you look at the beach 
collective or outside union square 
with food stalls and attractions. Why 
is castlegate not used more for local 
markets such as fresh locally sourced 
produced such as fish, fruit veg, local 
products. Also why is this not used 
for the winter market. 

Lack of cafes/bars like to bring 
people either down to the beach or 
back from the beach to the city. 
Although a small walk the distance 
often puts people off using 
amenities offered at the beach 

New stadium located at the beach 
would be excellent for the beach and 
bring business back to castlegate and 
top end of union street prior to and 
after games. Keeps the team in a 
central location and allow for greater 
amounts of people to go to games.

Look at other Scottish cities and see how 
they have made their city centres vibrant 

Pedestrianisation of Union Street during 
pandemic has been great and should 
continue

Union Street is dead. Forcing buses down 
Guild Street is counterproductive. Open 
Union Street to buses and cabs.

For cafe culture to work, electronic 
bollards are a must to keep delivery 
drivers out during pedestrianised 
times! 

A new stadium for Aberdeen at the 
beach would see bigger crowds at 
the football and bigger footfall for 
cafes and restaurants in the area. 
100% needs to happen! 

Give small business a chance to open 
shops in the unused shop fronts.  Look at 
Dundee for inspiration, lower business 
rates and allow small businesses to thrive.

Continue to utilise outdoor space, 
the last 18 months has proven that 
people will sit outside in all weather 
(almost).

Allow businesses to use the outdoor 
space around castlegate and around 
the courthouse/ship row area.

Create cafe culture - restaurants - bars 
withoutdoor areas.

Pedestrianise area outside cafes and 
create more of an outdoor cafe 
culture, support more street vendors 
and seating. Beach volleyball etc. 
BBQ spots allowed on beach. 
Lifeguard post and services on site. 



Use public funds to clean and repair 
Union street building frontages - the old 
buildings are nicer than new buildings (eg 
trinity centre) but need cleaned to bring 
up to scratch, the council should support 
with this before throwing money at new 
projects and leaving union street looking 
dilapidated. Establish and encourage a 
strong cafe culture on union street, 
encouraging non-alcoholic venues to 
open until late. Make the section 
between market street and bridge street 
permanently pedestrianised - no fume-
belching busses either!

Connections to the city centre are 
already fairly good, with at-grade 
crossings in good locations.

Using the beach as a location for the 
new football stadium is a terrible 
idea in my opinion, as it is further 
from the bypass and there is no 
space for new transport 
infrastructure in the area required to 
support this. It also only caters to 
people who are interested in 
football, and will only cause 
congestion making the beach 
inaccessible on match days as the 
pittodrie and spital areas already 
suffer.

Creating a (small) water sports 
centre at the fittie end of the beach 
would be a fantastic idea, as this 
sheltered area is already used by 
water sports users - possibly located 
beside the public toilets.

The likes of Union Square and Bon Accord 
Centre diminished Union Street as a 
shopping area years ago. A leisure / 
dining / drinking rea should be 
encouraged here as German cities have 
successfully done in recreating their 
altstadts as tourist attractions

The area is the least of the city's 
worries and George Street is an area 
of more pressing need

Like George Street - which should be 
in this consultation too - the area is 
marooned and should become a 
civic space with better access 

The area is sadly lacking in 
beachfront shops and amenities to 
support visits e.g. not even a kiosk 
selling buckets and spades for 
children. Transport and access a 
problem as per usual

I can't face going down Union Street 
anymore as it upsets me to see how bad 
the street is between Bridge St and 
Market St. i think if you wanted to make 
this the heart of the city, you'd have to be 
ultra radical, as in Freemont Street Las 
Vegas radical, and make it a hub 
socialising area at weekends.
For the trees, flowers and green spaces, 
I'd look at doing vertical plant/green 
walls and have them around the city

We NEED to keep the cafe culture in 
Belmont Street and bars/restaurants 
should not be charged extra for it. 
There should be space allocated to 
each venue, we've really got to stop 
hitting businesses hard with rates, its 
going to kill our local economy

Its an area that I don't use much but 
its an open space that could 
definitely be utilised more - 
International market perhaps? I 
really, really miss those!

As bad as this sounds, I'd make Kings 
Links golf course redundant and put 
the stadium at that location, 
however, the site at transition 
extreme does make more sense. 
Creating a new public park, I'd 
probably put it beside innoflate so 
its close to the stadium and other 
things. 

Put a glass roof on it to make it an all 
weather facility Level this area as is

Ideal location for the new stadium 



Buildings on the beach are an 
eyesore.

It’s hard to comment on Union street at 
present as it is an absolute mess to drive 
(or walk) down right now. With vaguely 
broadened pavements (which feels 
unnecessary), traffic lights temporarily 
moved, cone style bollards all over the 
place, temporary signage blocking of 
random streets, the pedestrianising of 
the town centre (on this I’m confused as 
to the real benefits) and making the 
bottom end buses only. It is now very 
hard to drive to the ‘centre of Aberdeen’ 
without getting lost, confused or 
frustrated, none of which are ideal while 
driving.

Encouraging footfall would be good 
at that end of town.

Outdoor cafes on Belmont and a nice 
public area outside the art gallery 
would be lovely.

Improvements to the paved area at 
the castle gate would be good, but it 
would need to be organised to a 
point it can be done swiftly and not 
take too long or it could end up 
feeling more annoying than 
beneficial to those that use the area.

The esplanade has plenty space on 
both sides for pedestrians at 
present, and has already had 
upheaval for motorist due to the 
‘improvements’ of a cycle lane and 
one way system.

Improvements to the available 
activities would be great at the 
beach front! A new improved water 
leisure centre would be wonderful as 
there isn’t much of that for 
Aberdeen!

It would be a shame to see such an 
important historic building fall into 
disuse due to not being kept well.

We need to remove the cycle lanes 
they are hardly used bu cyclists. 

You need to say something about public 
transport as this is obviously intimately 
connected. More easy public transport to 
remove cars from the centre. Don't let 
any more dreadful developments such as 
Marischal Square happen again. 

Invest in public transport and cycle 
routes to remove the need for 
carparks

Travel and mobility hub is 
ambiguous. Focus on non-car access: 
public transport, walkability, bike 
routes Reintroduce cycle routes & walkways

Reconnect the beach the city with 
really good and nice walkways and 
cycle routes. most driving is less than 
5 miles and with really good cycle 
and walking routes people will adopt 
these options to get to the beach 
and really enjoy it. 

Improve links to travel hubs, bus, train 
and ferries to Union Street, Castle Gate 
and beachfront stadium, create a 
masterplan for future development. 
Explore how to separate industrial traffic 
from access routes between all these. 

Assist afc with beachfront stadium as 
much as possible, ensure adequate 
parking, walking, cycling, public 
transport for matchdays, 
create/keep and enhance open 
public spaces for the rest. 

Would be an excellent venue for the 
new Dons stadium.

Focus on getting businesses back into 
Union Street by reviewing rates.  It used 
to be vibrant now it’s just bookies, coffee 
shops and charity shops. 



Best place for new afc stadium 

rgc pickup & drop off lane needed 
please

Pedestrianise Union St from Castlegate to 
Union Squre

Not important City centre must take 
priority 

More pedestrian areas n city centre 
= more people = more money to the 
city Have a weekly market on a Sunday 

It’s a mess.The pavements are a 
mess. The sand retention scheme 
has proved to be a total waste of 
money and looks like an Eastern 
European war zone from the 1950s

A stadium close to the heart of the 
city would keep money and people 
in the city and not in Westhill 
Imagine European football with a 
fanzone.
Take Aberdeen forward and not in a 
carpark next to a dual carriageway 

Utilise Marischal College courtyard 
as a well sheltered  public space

Should have little outdoor dining and 
cafes. instead of junkies 

Keep AFC at the beach. Its crutial to 
our city! 

Little or no proper shops union street is 
the worst it has ever been we need more 
affordable shops No change

School Holland Belmont street look 
very run down

A very limited bus service to the 
beach Beach ball room is a little out dated

Pedestrianise Union Street between 
Bridge St & Market Street and plant 
permanent large trees.

The new football stadium must stay 
within the city centre

Definitely wrong decision to even 
consider offering AFC a location for 
the new stadium There are simply 
too much traffic as it is around the 
beach retail etc, and having a 
stadium there would only add to the 
problem, whereas the original plan 
at kingsford is ideal.

Union street buildings badly need to be 
cleaned and empty properties need to be 
used examples would be cafes eateries 
local artists and musicians and more 
comedy venues and a very large 
hub/community building and open area 
for all ages 

West end as far as peterculter, more 
road re-surface



don't like it just for pededstians as it 
makes it look far too empty. With the 
reduction in no of  open shops it is no 
longer the heart of the city as described 
above. 

I fully support the proposed plans, in 
particular the building of a new 
stadium at the beach. I believe it’s 
vital to keep Aberdeen FC at the 
beach, close to the city centre. 
Moving the stadium out with the city 
would have a detrimental effect on 
so many local businesses who 
benefit from the custom of fans 
attending games. 

Needs to be more appealing for 
businesses to open here. Right now I 
wouldn’t even walk there as it feels 
unsafe especially at nights. 

Feels very unsafe, even during the 
day walking to the beach I don’t feel 
safe as there is a lot of homeless 
people/ drunk people milling about 

Is this a benefit for the few as 
opposed to the many?

The cafe culture idea works to an 
extent but i wouldnt take my kids 
there any time after 4pm on a 
Friday/Saturday. Alcohol and bars 
should not be the focus of 
regeneration. Lobbying and cronyism 
will be hard at work here but the 
council need to be brave and bold. 
As for Robert Gordons college. Why 
should the stakeholders of a school 
for the top 10% be the focus of 
regeneration? 

The Castlegate should be the focal 
point of the city centre. In other 
european cities it would be a 
cafe/restaurant area. 
Hedging/screens/umbrellas could be 
placed to shield from the elements.

More current and upcoming artists 
to play gigs. Less "has beens" and 
cover bands 

These options are quite frankly a joke. 
Who comes up with this? Beach ballroom needs bulldozed 



Union street is a challenge but should be 
the heart of our city. 

This area has already seen a lot of 
improvement. It already is a 
destination due to the shops and 
cafes  

The castlegate has the potential to 
be an outdoor venue 

There are already strong pedestrian 
routes at the beach. The issue in that 
area is that past developments 
cannot be easily undone and they 
turn their back on the beach, which 
is again one of the city’s great assets. 
Street cafe culture has further 
developed at the beach as a result of 
Covid restrictions this is the type of 
development that should be 
encouraged to enhance the area so 
over time it becomes a sports and 
recreation and hospitality hub like 
Barcelona beach 

Aberdeen already has a dry ski slope 
which would suffer if we built 
another, and why do we need a new 
football stadium?

Union street should be our pride and joy, 
a sparkling silver street with clean 
buildings and showing our history of 
Britain in bloom wins. 

Bring back the tradition of market 
life. Street food and farmers markets. 

People need to get to the beach 
from city and shire. So ensure it’s 
accessible by car. No one is going to 
take 4 buses or two hours to get 
here. The biggest problem is people 
putting bouquets of flowers on 
benches as a tribute to their dead 
and the flowers are left to rot and no 
one can use the bench without being 
cover on dead flower goo, or 
smelling rotten flowers. A daily 
beach clean of bins and benches 
required.

Pittodrie can be updated by its 
sponsors. Football can pay for itself 
via its fans. It’s more important for 
the city to support a clean and green 
space for its residents. We live on 
the water so make more of the 
activities and safety. 

Pedestrianise and forced clean up of 
building frontage

Plaza and public space in front of 
gallery is grate idea.
Belmont st allow bars to keep 
outdoor area. Possible to cover 
belmont st. Make it suitable in all 
weathers?

A indoor snow sports centre would 
be fantastic for the region. Closest 
one is 6 hour round trip away. 
Would make up for any missed days 
when poor snow in Glenshee or 
Cairngorms.
Stadium would bring in lots for 
surrounding area as well as being 
great for the city
Improve  Toilet facilities

The heart of Aberdeen city centre is 
Union Street. Improvements need to start 
here then ripple out.

Fabulous venue, should be invested 
in and cherished.



Dirty, downtrodden and depressing. Not 
somewhere I would choose to go to.  Cheaper / free parking to encourage 

people to the area.

Missed a trick not having a civic 
square opposite Marischall College. 
Now looking at poorer options. City 
has no heart like Dundee, Glasgow 
or Edinburgh which have.

Walking through Castlegate is 
horrible. Poorly installed pedestrian 
area. Could be a nice central square 
but a bit dodgy around there.

No new stadium please!!  Why don't 
council consider a camper/ caravan 
site on land south of Burger King? 
Nowhere for campers in Aberdeen 
who would bring many benefits to 
the area. A massive trend towards 
campers which could be tapped into.

No stadium please!! Why don't the 
council consider a caravan park at 
the land beside Burger King which 
would bring many financial benefits 
to the city throughout the year. A 
growing trend for caravanning to be 
tapped into as Aberdeen has no sites.

Underutilized resource which could 
be made better use of.

Union street is the hub of Aberdeen 
residents and visitors and it needs to be 
more welcoming. This will get more 
people out to shop rather than online 
shopping. 

I don’t think a plaza is required at 
the front of Robert Gordons it 
should be made a green space 

The park at the beach ballroom is 
frankly now an embarrassment since 
the train and boats were taken away 
and the ground just left bare. It 
could be an amazing play park area 
and really draw families to the area. 

Union street is not befitting of the city. 
There are no real shops or independent 
traders. There is no real reason to visit it. 
There is certainly no drive for an urban 
lifestyle from it or the rest of the city. Too 
many flats - which by the way are un 
populated - backed up with Farsi all 
decision on what is and is not feasible for 
non motor car transport. Yes you can 
cycle to Dyce or alters to work, but when 
you get there, there are no facilities to 
change, wash or lock up your bike. Yes 
you can get a bus but it is expensive and 
takes an hour. 

Make Union Street visually more vibrant - 
there are too many betting shops/fast 
food shops as a focal point on the main 
street. All of the nice galleries and cafes 
are down little roads and you have to 
walk miles to get from one place to 
another.

Outdoor cafe culture encourages 
socialising and being outside which 
in turn supports better mental 
health. With further 
pedestrianisation this is a great way 
to encourage supporting local 
businesses and its great promotion 
for the art gallery and independent 
cinema (belmont filmhouse).

I think the parking/pedestrian 
situation on the Beach Esplanade is 
already sufficient. We need to keep 
parking easy to encourage the public 
to go outside and enjoy our beaches, 
bringing with them the opportunity 
to support local tourism.

Cycle track 



Having increased sports and leisure 
facilities would be a tremendous 
step forward in the city. This would 
undoubtedly greater tourist 
numbers and visitors from out with. 
With a new stadium for afc this 
would bring everything together. 
The city would be in strong position 
to host additional major sports and 
cultural events. This is a unique 
opportunity for the city to put 
themselves forward as a major 
destination for sports and events. 
Aberdeen FC is the biggest asset the 
city have in this sector.

The football stadium should be 
located here 

No way should the stadium be 
moved into the centre of residential 
area. This is an unbelievably silly 
suggestion to use tax payers money 
on.

Attract independent and better shops to 
Union Street . 

It’s a disgrace of a main street

Under used. Afternoon tea all year 
round,

The place is currently a dump 

Why are the council obsessed with 
pedestrianising places 
Why are they do against the car user 

I honestly am baffled at why the 
council want to pedestrianise 
everywhere and put in a low 
emission zone causing cars to do 
more than double the journey they’d 
previously do. 



All the buildings on union need cleaning 
and all the weeds etc removed from 
gutters, so the granite looks as clean as 
Marischal college building. Clean the 
whole of union street. Outside 
McDonalds the pavement is covered in 
spat out chewing gum. McDonalds should 
be charged for cleaning this up.  Ban 
people begging in the street. 
Lots of hanging baskets and planters 
around . Open back up Union street to 
traffic, as the closure causes chaos and 
puts people off coming into the city. Free 
parking, especially for people that work 
in the city. 

Improve access from the boulevard 
to the get on the beach. Well 
signposted dog area, with no access 
to the rest of the beach for dogs. 
More benches or seating areas 
facing the sea on the promenade 
walkway. It does not need a new 
cycle path as th prom is wide enough 
for both pedestrians and cyclists, just 
section one side nearest the sea for 
pedestrians. 

Improve access from the boulevard 
to the get on the beach. Well 
signposted dog area, with no access 
to the rest of the beach for dogs. 
More benches or seating areas 
facing the sea on the promenade 
walkway. It does not need a new 
cycle path as th prom is wide enough 
for both pedestrians and cyclists, just 
section one side nearest the sea for 
pedestrians. 

More support to get proper businesses 
back in the heart of the city, instead of 
bargain shops and bookies
I'd quite like for Aberdeen to recreate the 
tram line that ran through union Street, 
the beach and many other areas. This 
would be great for a 'green' and cheep 
way to travel throughout Aberdeen. 

Possibly add the tram route back in 
which would be cheap and 'green' 
transport

Maybe add a few of those free 
exersize structures about the area

Union street should be buses, taxi, 
delivery vehicles and cyclists only same 
with Guild Street 



Our Main Street is an embarrassment to 
the city.  Years of neglect by property 
owners needs rectifying.  The vegetation 
growing in gutters & poor state of 
windows is a disgrace to a city that has 
had the wealth of the oil industry.

It looks so run down, property upkeep 
orders need to be placed on buildings & 
enforced.

Who wants to take on the lease of a 
building that has been neglected.  The 
landlords have had it good for many 
years and now need to make an 
investment in our city in order to 
encourage new activity.

Aberdeen absolutely does not need more 
flats.  Landlords & tenants need to be 
supported via rates relief to encourage 
more variety of activities to our city 
centre.  Make it a destination for a day 
out & not just another coffee shop or pub.

Would really love to see this area 
with over head lighting & similar 
vibe to Ashton Lane in Glasgow

This could be a real gem for our city, 
but it’s a ‘nothing’ space full of 
undesirable characters.  It’s such a 
sun trap on a sunny day, with 
impressive buildings that once 
cleaned up make a lovely backdrop. 
A glass cafe/restaurant pavilion in 
the middle with gardens and a cafe 
culture within the buildings around 
the Castlegate.  Water fountain.  You 
just need to look at European cities 
for examples of what a lovely space 
this could become.

I think that pedestrian access is 
already very good at Aberdeen 
beach.

More play equipment would be 
good.

A better range of shops need to be 
present on Union Street (and less empty 
buildings). At the moment it is just a drab 
thoroughfare; there is little reason to 
stop.

There’s a lack of sports venues 

Restore Bon accord baths 



NO to new stadium!

More access for mobility 
issues/disabled.

No more pedestrianisation of Union 
street - at least ensure that buses/public 
transport can use full length. 

Don't build a stadium at Queen's 
Links. Either Pittodrie can be rotated 
with length of pitch facing sea (even 
build on Merkland Road East) or 
moved directly across street to 
driving range / Accommodation 
Road area.

Aberdeen City Beach is already 
cluttered with several different 
sports and leisure options and it 
could benefit from more 
naturalisation and green space. The 
restaurant/cafe options should also 
be overhauled to make room for 
more local options (i.e. not PizzaHut 
and Burger King...). In its current 
form, Aberdeen Beach is very tacky.

Its about time money was spent on 
Bringing Union street back to Life, Since 
Union Square opened the Main hub of 
Aberdeen (Union Street) Is a total mess 
and disgrace. Time the council sorted this.
Embarrassingly bad upkeep and state of a 
Main Street 

Build new stadium as soon as 
possible, somehow incorporate the 
hotel that is already there. 

Keep the pubs outside spaces, encourage 
a cafe culture.

More green areas and pedestrianisation 

Enforce dogs being kept on short 
leads from harbour end to at least 
the underpass at the driving range.

Dogs to be kept on short lead from 
harbour end along to at least the 
underpass at the driving range. 



Develop existing green spaces and 
add exercise/fitness circuits etc

100% against the proposed location 
for the new stadium.
This area is green space with great 
potential. Up grade the existing park, 
add fitness facilities and more play 
features for kids. Keep transition 
which is great and keep and promote 
the Ballroom for more events/gigs

I have been to several gigs at the 
Ballroom in the last few years and it 
is an excellent venue.

A free “hop on hop off” shuttle bus going 
from Castlegate to Queens Cross would 
be a benefit

More use of the Castlegate ie. pipe 
bands, dancers, markets, street food 
booths

New football stadium at the beach 
would be a benefit, and keep footfall 
within the city centre

Do NOT pedestrianise between 
Harriet St and Flourmill lane. Need 
access to M&S colllect by car

Beach should stay as is so cars can 
park along the boulevard so easy 
access to beach stays

Make Aberdeen great by promoting the 
heart of the city and encourage retailers 
and shoppers back into the city center.  

Keep Aberdeen football ground in 
the heart of the city at the beach 

The state of the union Street facade is 
embarrassing, the buildings upkeep is 
atrocious and there seems to be no drive 
or demand that owners take 
responsibility for maintaining the 
buildings on the main street in the North 
East of Scotland. Business rates have 
murdered ubion Street over the years 
and civid has killed it off, the council need 
to stop focusing on making money fir 
themselves and focus on promoting 
businesses to invest in the city.

Like the rest of union Street it has 
devolved in recent years. Needs to 
have a focus to promote boutique / 
local businesses to provide a hub for 
a part of town that has money to 
spend, rather than focusing on the 
quartermaster which is unlikely to 
succeed given its location. Mimic my comments as per prior.

Pittodrie needs to stay in the city 
centre. The transport links and the 
fact AFC is one if very few direct 
attractions that drives local tourism 
for aberdeen throughout the year 
has been understated and 
demonised by previous councils. The 
council need to be offering a turnkey 
solution to this problem and 
accelerate the decision making 
progress. 

 By creating a direct, artractive 
walking link from union Street would 
make a HUGE impact to the buzz and 
revenue of the city centre at the 
weekend and midweek.

I really love this area think it’s great 

Union Street is an absolute disgrace. 
Once the heart of shopping in the city. It 
is now an embarrassment to the city. 

Once a place for local independent 
shops, now more takeaways than 
anything else. 

Have you even considered you a 
proposing a leisure area outside a 
school???! 

The castle gate has always looked 
untidy. You need to make it more 
connected to Union street/beach

Again an absolute disgrace. tidy up 
the whole area. Grass requires 
cutting, weeds attended to, paving 
replaced. 

Instead of creating new sports and 
leisure, concentrate on the centre of 
town to get the money back into the 
city. 

Again, tidy up around the beach 
ballroom area!

Close it down, there is no need for it. 



Get rid of the stupid traffic restrictions 
that have led to lengthy detours creating 
even more carbon emissions. 

Coukd do with resurfacing all roads 
in Aberdeen. 

Make it accessible to new businesses also 
revert empty offices to homes, make
It come alive again!! More cafe bars, 
eateries & small independent shops! 

Cut the grass and make it look 
appealing, we used to win Britain in 
bloom!!! 

Above all the least costly and the most 
affective is to keep streets and 
pavements clear of weeds and  debris in 
which you are failing. 

Above all the least costly and the 
most affective is to keep streets and 
pavements clear of weeds and  
debris in which you are failing. 

Above all the least costly and the 
most affective is to keep streets and 
pavements clear of weeds and  
debris in which you are failing. 

Above all the least costly and the 
most affective is to keep streets and 
pavements clear of weeds and  
debris in which you are failing. 

Remove what ever was drawn on 
shelters looks half done and taste 
less  and refurbish and maintain sea 
front this is what visitors have been 
commenting on Above all the least 
costly and the most affective is to 
keep streets and pavements clear of 
weeds and  debris in which you are 
failing. 

Above all the least costly and the 
most affective is to keep streets and 
pavements clear of weeds and  
debris in which you are failing. 

Above all the least costly and the 
most affective is to keep streets and 
pavements clear of weeds and  
debris in which you are failing. 

Mix of homes and businesses would bring 
this area alive again - it is sad right now

Remove cars from road in front of 
Inversnecky cafe to enhance the cafe 
culture feel in this area. There is 
plenty of parking at the rear. Also 
develop more restaurants/cafes on 
beachfront

Make more of this area! Would be 
happy for Pittodrie to be relocated 
here

Encourage more use by our excellent 
amateur arts groups in the city - all 
of which will need help to recover 
after COVID

More needs to be done to encourage 
retailers to come back to union street, 
not just charity shops, fast food outlets or 
bars! 

More play areas for children & 
families. Picnic areas.

BHS being made into a market is a good 
idea. The only one the council has had in  
all  their years in office.

More cafes all along the entire beach 
front and public toilets could be 
looked into,  and fix all the steps 
down to the sand.  there is more 
important things to fix than build a 
football stadium. O
There is more to life than a game of 
football. The people of Aberdeen are 
not all fans and I think we deserve 
more from our council. Afc say they 
don't have the money what about 
the money they will get for 
pittodrie? Public money is to be used 
to benefit the people not hand out 
to private companies. I think it is 
unethical and maybe illegal but I am 
not a lawyer

How  are they going to enhance the 
space round the ballroom? with a 
great big stadium being sighted 
across the road from it?

Union street is tired and is in serious 
need of a refresh

Outdoor areas on Belmont street 
seem like an easy win and I can’t 
think of any reason why this should 
not go ahead

Pedestrians already have good 
access at the beach



More activities and events from street 
markets to cultural events must be 
brought in so a pedestrian system makes 
sense for people to flow in to union st. 
Meanwhile drivers must be given good 
alternative access
Aberdeen city centre is an 
embarrassment, no one goes to union 
street unless they want a charity shop or 
a bus, it needs an injection of life, 
affordability for shops to open there and 
good transport links in so people want to 
spend money and spend time there. I 
actively avoid Aberdeen city centre just 
now because it offers nothing. 

The changes made to the beach last 
year were an embarrassment, the 
beach works for everyone as it is. 

More sheltered catering space. A 
persepx roof running length of 
Belmont street to keep rain of for 
going cafe to cafe and outdoor 
dining.

Football stadium MUST stay in the 
city centre.

Fill empty retail units, the street looks 
dull and run down with so many ‘for 
rent/sale’ signs covering the buildings 

It looks a big sad right now. Is there no 
way to offer businesses reduced business 
rates to take on vacant shops? It looks 
like a ghost town. 

So much more could be made of this 
area. I think it’s an important part of 
the redevelopment 

I don’t believe we should be too hung up 
on the idea of the current usage of Union 
Street being what it should always be 
used for. Change of use should be 
encouraged, particularly housing

A new stadium for Aberdeen FC in 
the Beach area will be a massive 
boost to the whole city and keeps 
the club where it should be ... in 
Aberdeen



Get the AFC Stadium Built at the 
beachfront

As much as this has be historically a big 
part of the city. I feel that we could 
expand the city more and the beach be 
part of it so it is really just one big area. No comment

Belmont Street has great potential 
with cafes and outdoor areas

Castlegate should be key to linking 
the city and the beach together 

In order for ACC to meet criteria to 
embed the UN Rights of the child 
they could meet the needs of all 
children and especially those living in 
the numerous high rise blocks in the 
city centre and near the beach to 
have their RIGHT TO PLAY AND REST 
easily met by keeping and upgrading 
the green areas at the beach with 
playparks and open areas for 
children and families to enjoy

Badly run down

Union steer is the hub of the city and just 
now it’s on very poor condition 



Over 50s now in majority, not families so 
yr premise is wrong. Build link from 
trinity centre to railway station as 
promised. Yr closure of part union st has 
meant I've missed train cause bus held up 
in king st. As Union Street presently 
stands getting to banks, post offices and 
union Square is now too difficult with 
buses rerouted. Stops too far apart, 
unable access taxi ranks if even know 
where they are. Whole cafe culture 
outside fails due to seagulls. Dire need to 
mend downpipes, guttering. If u don't 
reopen union st then I shan't return city 
centre unless have to. Reopen castlegate 
& better bus service to beach. Open flow 
of traffic.

You've killed off getting around city 
centre and decimated businesses 
there both before and since 
pandemic with roadworks. A 
disgrace! 

Provide traffic flow, clear log jams in 
guild street, buses can't move as 
things stand in market st area. 
Standing traffic causes air pollution, 
not moving traffic. 

Too few bus stops, too long between 
buses, no shelters. For goodness 
sake build a car park as far too small. 
Folk from outwith city have nowhere 
to park up. Tie in to pittodrie move. 

Business rates need to be cost effective 
to encourage businesses to trade and 
attract customers 

Open up union street to cars to 
encourage people to visit the town centre 
and shops

Too many business vans parked up 
at the beach now - limited parking 

The beach is the best asset Aberdeen 
has, please don’t ruin it by putting a 
stadium here as not everyone loves 
football. Traffic and football fans 
would not be welcome by many 
instead use the space for activities 
for young and old alike 

More of a European cafe theme. 
Encourage stalls/markets/cafes to use 
pedestrianised areas. Encourage people 
to go to more than just Union Square

The toilet block across from the 
beach ballroom would be excellent 
as a cafe/bar with seating in the area 
between. It seems like wasted space.

These areas need to be redeveloped 
and encouraged by local vendors to 
become a vibrant space. 



Bring back small businesses. Large 
organisations move with the times and 
will/have drop Aberdeen if their 
aspirations are not met. Consider cafe culture
If it going to be pedestrian there should 
be three warnings to car users that forget 
instead of just slapping a fine on them Nd 
vehicles should also refer to buses as well 
and emergency vehicles to use only in a 
emergency 

No vehicles should also be no taxi no 
emergency vehicles only for 
emergency use

No vehicles should also be no buses 
no taxi no emergency vehicles only 
to use in an emergency 

Build the infrastructure to allow 
development of a new multipurpose 
stadium 

Increased spend on grass cutting and 
surounding infrastructure for 
something that is our jewel in the 
crown for tourism and locals

would like to see better facilities for 
watersports as there are non at the 
moment. The grass embankment is a 
disgrace , no grass cutting taking 
place and more control on burger 
vans that spring up along the 
esplanade. The corner beside the 
hilton hotel and play park is no place 
for a new football stadium. The 
whole beach front needs a make 
over as cement steps are crumbling 
steel railings are rusted through

Cover over the Denburn dual carriageway 
- this is a total eyesore.  

Incentivise quality and diverse businesses 
to fill empty shops. The proliferation of 
Charity shops, pound/discount shops, 
bookmakers etc. all lower the tone of the 
once great street and do little to 
encourage visitors.

AND, you should never have knocked 
down the granite buildings next to the 
Music hall. Buildings/Shop units there are 
completely out of character with the rest 
of the street!!!.

Lots of upper buildings unoccupied and in 
poor state of repair.  

The beachfront facilities are 
dreadful. Expand and improve the 
poor quality cafe culture and 
facilities, terrible use of frontage (the 
Range building offers nothing).  
Classical (old gas lamp style) lighting 
to encourage walking at night.

Dedicated and regular 
transportation - tram loop for 
example - to make it easy for people 
to access and return.



The central section of Union Street 
absolutely needs to be pedestrianised. 
Although the uses on that section are not 
conducive to pedestrianisation at 
present, a high quality pedestrianised 
urban realm (like Dundee or Sauchihall 
Street) would soon see empty retail units 
converted into food & drink outlets. cafe 
culture on Belmont Street should be 
expanded onto this section of Union 
Street, with the space flexible for use by 
markets and other events.

Whilst improving the West End 
would be beneficial, there are other, 
more important areas that should be 
addressed first.

Permanent cafe culture should be 
embraced on Belmont Street.

The Castlegate could and should be a 
great place to visit, alive with uses 
and activities (predominantly food & 
drink with outdoor seating as seen in 
continental European cities). The 
existing surface is terrible but is by 
no means the only problem. 
Replacing the surface would 
definitely help but the main problem 
with the Castlegate is the lack of 
uses that engage with the space. In 
particular, the VSA building(s) create 
a dead frontage on approximately 
two thirds of the south-side. The 
pedestrian linkage to Union Street 
also needs to be enhanced in order 
to make it easier for people to get to.

Improving the pedestrian links 
between the city centre and the 
Beach is absolutely key - particularly 
if new facilities such as a stadium are 
to be implemented. The Beach needs 
to be walkable from the city centre, 
with an improved pedestrian and 
cycle network along Beach 
Boulevard but also, crucially, 
enhanced pedestrian access 
past/over the roundabout by Justice 
Street / East North Street - which is a 
massive barrier to pedestrian 
movement and desire lines.

Locating a new AFC stadium at the 
Beach would be far better for the 
city centre economy than out at 
Kingsford. The club and ACC should 
do everything they can to make it 
happen. It is important however that 
as part of any stadium delivery that 
the stadium would incorporate 
community facilities for everyday 
use so that it is not only in use once 
every fortnight, and also that Beach 
Boulevard is transformed into a high 
quality pedestrian corridor between 
the city centre and the stadium, to 
minimise car usage and maximise 
the amount of fans walking between 
the centre and the stadium, and 
spending money in the centre on 
match days.

A heartbeat of the city, a city can't thrive 
without a heart beat, and union street is 
ours. 
Remove the road blockages, it has 
literally killed the city centre.  I now shop 
online and have no initions of going back 
in to the city until ACC open the roads.  
The road infrastructure is just not there 
and all it takes is one suicidal person to 
close Virginia street and the entire city 
centre is grid locked. Remove road blockages Open the roads

Beach is the for the people but you 
take away our ability to drive and 
park there, you keep us away.  Not 
everyone is physically able to walk 
miles or cycle.



A new Pittodrie would be hugely 
welcomed in this area. The 
Kingswells proposals would take the 
economic impact of AFC away from 
the city centre and the ancillary 
spend on services and facilties in the 
city would be lost.

Many years ago, a report 
commissioned by the City Council 
recommended that the Beach 
Ballroom be used as a full time 
theatre hosting its own professional 
theatre company. Using highly 
adaptable mobile seating 
configurations the space could be 
easily transformed to create a 
theatre in the round. It could be as 
easily returned to ballroom or 
conference as required. Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Dundee, Perth and 
Pitlochry all have permanent 
producing theatres creating shows 
specific to their localities. Why not 
Aberdeen?
Putting a theatre in an urban setting 
has been at the very heart of 
successful regeneration programmes 
elsewhere in the UK, just think if the 
immense contribution Dundee Rep 
has made to the regeneration of that 
city.

Remove the pedestrianised areas of 
upper Kirk gate, union street and rose 
mount.

I feel it is under utilised. It's perfect 
spot for regular farmers/craft market 
space. 

Restaurants and cafes should line union 
street and close the section between 
market street and bridge street. 

No traffic along the beach front 
where the cafes are, noisy and 
polluting buses makes sitting outside 
the cafes horrible. Inhaling fumes is 
not good experience.  Create a car 
parking area in the large grass area 
next to cadonas/innoflate. 



Redevelop empty shops into residential, 
leisure and mixed use property.  Use 
compulsory purchase if needed.

I have seen many areas regenerated 
around stadiums and they are a 
fantastic focal point. Princability 
stadium in Cardiff is prime example. 

It's deteriorated in facilities and 
appearance drastically many years since 
the 1960s. Every council has overseen the 
systematic destruction and neglect of a 
once beautiful and bustling city centre 
main street.

Union Street could be a unique shopping 
attraction in Aberdeen, like princess 
street in Edinburgh. Less emphasis on 
shopping centres. Make more of existing 
buildings to avoid derelict buildings. 
Without Union Street, Aberdeen risks 
becoming bland... Like any other UK city. 

Do not understand why access to the 
beachfront cafes has been made one 
way from the traffic lights to the The 
Range

When my Dad worked at Lizars in Union 
St it was the occupiers duty to make sure 
the shop fronts looked smart. They were 
always pristine - Union st now is a 
disgrace 
Need cleaned in full, move restaurants 
from Bon accord st to holburn junction 
and market st to castle gate, shops in 
middle

Make this cafe area, or specialist 
shops

Cafes bars in this area continental 
feeling Street food and markets in this area

More facilities in the area use the 
area more

New stadium would be excellent for 
Aberdeen make all leisure for city in 
this area and use and develop whole 
beach area

More events must be held better 
transport

Union St to be regenerated much like 
Sauchiehall Street in Glasgow with 
extending existing building to attract 
retail businesses and becoming the one 
of the main focuses of shopping again 
allowing pedestrian traffic to be able to 
divert from a busy union square to move 
to union street and Bon Accord centre 

A destination for boutique shops and 
cafes

Improving the area to attract more 
pedestrian traffic 

Regenerate castlegate to become 
more vibrant More activities at the beach area 

Creating an additional hub for events 
to bring tourism into area



No building of football stadium and 
council financing

No building of football stadium and 
council financing

union street is an embarrassment, need 
to sort the buildings out, maintain them, 
lower prices so local crafts and shop 
keepers can come in.  Use empty large 
places as venues for entertainment, such 
as indoor crazy golf, arcades, mini 
bowling, something original, interactive 
spaces, art spaces that people can freely 
use.  Need to encourage people back in, 
the more you provide the more people 
will come back and money will return.

keep the street surface as it is 
historic and more and more of 
aberdeens history is being lost! clean 
it up, allow for markets and 
advertise them... numerous times i 
have come across a market with no 
warning that it was on.... use your 
spaces to advertise, local news, 
facebook/ social media

use the existing park across from the 
beach ballroom and expand on it... 
look to montrose and arbroath for 
inspiration

get it opened up to traffic!!! since 
Broad st closed few years ago there 
now only 3 shops , 1 pub and 2 
hairdresser left …. why can’t you 
work this out , stop the cars and you 
stop the customers … IF you 
pedestrianise the area between 
Flourmill Lane and Harriet Street I 
will look to relocate my business. 
ANOTHER empty shop to add to the 
list 

It would be good to see more cafes/bars 
etc, not just retail. Perhaps also more 
community/multi-use venues. The bike 
parking availability should also be 
improved.

Focusing on regeneration of the city 
centre is essential, I don't agree that 
union street being pedestrianized should 
be a priority

Stadium absolutely should not be 
here.  Kingswells is a good site.  
Pittodrie even better.

Please put a segregated bike path on 
Union Street.

I would love to be able to cycle to 
the beach from the city but it's too 
dangerous so we drive.

Better cycle routes between West 
end and beach



Introduce ‘NextBike’ bike sharing 
scheme or similar providing active 
links between city centre, beach and 
main public parks. Same company 
already Implemented in Glasgow 
and Stirling. Similar to the Santander 
Cycles in London 

Events at the beach ballroom and 
outside space are a focal point to the 
culture in the city!

Cover a pedestrianised area. Encourage 
cafe culture in Aberdeen city centre

Hotel nearby to encourage staying 
after ballroom events. Taxi rank and 
regular taxis at events. 

Allow food vendors to set up on the 
pedestrian section on Union street

Allow food vendors to set up at 
castlegste 

Bring back life to union street

Require updated toilets at main part 
ie where the old ones are not just at 
Fitty

Strongly support increased/total 
pedestrianisation of Union Street

AFC new stadium at beachfront but 
essential to provide very good 
parking and traffic management for 
supporters.



Its clear that shopping is not the future of 
city centres. Green and creative spaces 
for people to gather and exercise perhaps 
along with investment in local cafe 
businesses is the best way to bring 
vitality back to our city centre.

Wasted space. Again must 
emphasise green spaces and 
opportunity for creativity.

Bring more events to Aberdeen. In 
terms of touring shows etc even with 
new P&J it is sorely lacking.

More independent shops, restaurants 
and interesting things to do. Less 
chains/pound shops. Something to feel 
like a community and make union street 
beautiful. 

Outdoor cafe culture - take 
inspiration from Singapore Clarke 
Quay with outdoor covers for 
weather protection that can make 
the area useful all year round. 

Castle gate could have fantastic 
outdoor seating and food/drink 
options. It is a beautiful part of the 
city that is totally under-utilised.

Union street is the central street of 
Aberdeen and should be modernised and 
looked after to resemble that

Keep the outdoor cafes!!! Very 
European!

Pedestrianize the entire Union Street. 
Remove betting shops, corner shops etc. 
and replace with bars and restaurants. 
Encourage busking to liven up the city 
centre.

More opportunities for water sports. 

Union Street is a disgrace. This city is 
lightyears behind other major cities in the 
UK. If you like Charity Shope, Bookies and 
Greggs then Union Street is great. The 
council has sat on its hands for decades 
now instead of future-proofing the city 
centre. Any first time visitors must laugh 
when they see it. Aberdeen City Council, 
use your heads, stop the ridiculous in-
fighting and give us a city centre to be 
proud of. Never in my life did I think 
Dundee would have a more attractive city 
centre than Aberdeen. It shows what a 
forward thinking council can achieve. 

New stadium should remain in the 
beach area.

Police presence please!



Shopping in union street is a lost cause 
due to the changing shoppers habits we 
now have shopping malls where people 
can park easily and stay dry if it rains and 
also online, the council needs to start 
thinking out of the box in terms of union 
street, we need to get rid of all the tat 
shops, bookies, pawn shops I could go on 
and on and on.
The granite needs to be power washed all 
the to let signs removed pavement 
widened and dare I say it a tram line from 
the top of union street around union 
terrace all the way down to the beach.

For me the west end is a once in a 
blue moon visit other than the over 
expensive shops there isn’t enough 
there to keep you going back. 

Starting to develop a cafe culture but 
still a long way to go.

I remember the castle gate in the old 
day where their were cafes and 
shops and the bus going down to the 
beach through the castle gate but 
over the years they have ruined it in 
my opinion trying to cut costs and 
save money it doesn’t always work 
now look what’s happened the city 
centre is rundown and quite frankly 
a joke unless we get a move on dare 
I say it Dundee will be far more 
inviting for people to visit.

For me the beach has always been a 
neglected part of the city anything 
that seems to cost the council 
money to run or look after gets 
either demolished or shut down 

To be honest for me the beach needs 
some forward thinking for things 
that would attract visitors barring in 
mind that the weather will play a big 
part reopening the beach swimming 
pool, rebuild the shelter that was 
demolished extend the cafes all the 
way up the esplanade and not just 
concentrate on the one area by the 
carnival which for me is rundown 
and an eye sore. I’m not sure if 
building a new football stadium in 
the beach area is a good idea.

The beach ballroom could be the 
jewel in the crown in that area if it 
had other things going on around it 
to compliment it but unless the 
infrastructure and transportation 
improved it would also be a lost 
cause.

Union street should be improved to make 
it more suitable for walking and cycling 
and a space people could live in so it 
improves the quality of shops and the 
building on the street. 

This end of the city already has great 
local business, the look of the place 
should be improved with better 
access and cleaner better 
maintained streets

This area of the city hasn’t suffered 
in the same way Union street has 
but could benefit from cafe culture 
and improved maintenance

Castle gate is a lost asset and the 
beach is almost inaccessible to 
families without cars, despite it only 
being a short distance from the city 
centre.

It is vital that improvements are made 
NOW in Union Street to draw people 
back into the centre before it’s too late. 
Pedestrianisation and making this area 
more welcoming with permanent green 
areas (not just oversized planters, 
although I do realise these are 
temporary) would encourage customers 
into Union Street (this would also tie in to 
the improved gardens)   Small, 
independent shops in this part of Union 
Street would give more interest for 
customers and also the option of a cafe 
culture on Union Street during the 
warmer days. We need to encourage 
footfall on our main street to support the 
shops we have and to maybe encourage 
shops back into Aberdeen.  Building 
owners in Union Street should be made 
to clean up the exteriors, some of them 
are a disgrace. We have a beautiful city 
centre but it looks far from its best at the 
moment. 

Construction of a new football 
stadium at the beach can only help 
revitalise the city centre encouraging 
footfall in bars and restaurants.  

The Beach Ballroom is a historic and 
valuable venue for the city and its 
upkeep and promotion as such is 
vitally important.   Perhaps links 
from and to the City Centre could be 
improved for the use of customers at 
concerts etc. Perhaps a tram link?

Save our high street and support local 
businesses

Regeneration of bon accord baths to 
be fully supported Preserve and promote the history

More options for picnics and beach 
access that is accessible

Focus on a wider segment. Union street is 
horrible for traffic already. Put the bus 
stops at old locations but use the closed 
shop fronts 



At the moment it is looking like a third 
world country. Remove bookies and 
charity shops. Introduce a policy on shop 
fronts and signage which reflects the 
traditional granite buildings and is classy 
rather than the present trashy! 

Wonderful opportunity to develop a 
state of the art sports hub 
destination 

Big improvement in appearance and feel 
with part pedestrianisation- need more 
outdoor cafes.
UNFORTUNATELY retail appears to be 
dead. Shops abandoned and neglected 
appearance. Needs to be some regulation 
of bikes/ebikes in pedestrian share areas. 
I’ve been cut up by deliveroo bikes 
several times west of the music hall. Bike 
bells should be compulsory. I’m a bike 
rider I’m happy to share.

Room for music/buskers like 
Portobello Beach
Repair access to beach south of cafes
Get Nuart to paint shelters along the 
front
Public picnic benches
Don’t just plonk a football stadium 
on the beach front and make traffic 
worse 
What about a landscaped rollerblade 
park
What about an outdoor activity area 
for eg tai chi/yoga.....
What about thinking big like Dundee 
and involvement with the Eden 
Project - something environmentally 
friendly and encouraging people to 
look after the environment. Make 
Aberdeen beach front a destination 
for the environment and ecofriendly 
tech - it’s the future. Look at the 
Alnwick castle gardens and the boost 
that has been to that area.



We need to get rid of the Covid cones 
and one ways as soon as possible, it is 
just stopping most people from going 
there as it's hard to remember where, 
and which way you can go.  They are a 
disaster.

This is a nice area and would draw 
people up Union Street.

Belmont Street is great but Covid has 
killed off the Academy - I think we 
need a big effort to revive it.  Also, I 
think a covered escalator between 
the train station and Union Street 
(maybe via Trinity) (a la Princes St. in 
Edinburgh) would be a fantastic way 
to join things up  and encourage 
movement between the two areas.

This is a beautiful and iconic 
building.  If the whole beach area is 
made more attractive, it can only 
add to the whole.

You must keep traffic flowing through 
Union street , Market st, Guild street and 
Bridge street cannot cope with the traffic 
flow now never mind when Covid 
restrictions are lifted. Then it will grind to 
a halt , it’s happening now , so get Union 
street open again 

Return the castle gate to what it 
used to be with traffic flowing 
through from Justice street. It’s not 
rocket science ban parking on Justice 
street and on the Boulevard 

Please leave AFC to sort them selves 
out no council funds should be 
allocated to help a private enterprise 
Allow Pittodrie to be developed as 
they wish with a cantilevered stand 
over Pittodrie street and leave the 
links alone for people to enjoy 

A public park with a centralised 
outdoor bar/cafe and radio/music 
kiosk

Free parking at weekends to encourage 
footfall back to the city 
Looks tired and dilapidated. Pity that the 
granite image of the 70s seems to be lost 
among poor quality, gaudy shop fronts. 
Surely the Castlegate is long overdue its 
facelift (in the style of Marischal Square). Looking tired.

Desperate for buildings to be cleared of 
weeds, rotten wood and get shops filled 
with great retailers A jewel not to be lost
Buildings need to be more used and kept 
in better condition.



I believe Union Street should be buses 
only. Buses shouldn't be allowed to wait 
at the stops either if they are early, they 
should do that after exiting the bus only 
route to save congestion. Thus would 
allow this area of Union Street to have 
wider pavements as only 2 traffic lanes 
would be required, allowing for more 
walking areas that could have seating for 
cafes and general public use. 

These Streets should also be 
pedestrianised until the first junction 
off Union Street.

Pedestrianisation of the beach front 
would require a complete 
understanding of how the whole 
area would be updated.

All of the options in this section 
should be designed into one bug 
project, make use of all the area 
around the beach to create a 
sporting and leisure location that 
incorporates all weather sports and 
water sports. If the possibility of 
taking down the current leisure 
centre and ball room was there, it 
would be advantageous, so new 
facilities could be built creating a 
new modern, world class leisure and 
sport location can be built.

needs to be regenerate so depressing 
walking down union street now

Reduce rates and encourage businesses 
to use the premises lying empty. No 
amount of pedestrianisation will help 
drive traffic to Union Street without a 
reason for the public to be there. 

The section of market Street to castle 
Street is a ghetto with the dreggs of the 
city populating the shoddy mix of 
downmarket shops. The poor upkeep of 
shopfronts is an absolute disgrace. Even 
before lockdown I was ashamed to take 
visitors up to that end of town

There is no need for development at 
this end of Union street

Improve connectivity, and make 
more of the links spaces. It's chocked 
with cars because there is no other 
reasonable way to get there

Pedestrianise Belmont Street, Back 
Wynd, Little Belmont St, Gaelic Lane 
(except for delivery vans/disabled 
access) and Schoolhill/Upper Kirkgate

Make sure that the Mercat Cross is 
regularly maintained and cleaned.

You have completely RUINED Union 
Street. It is like the council has zero vision 
and grasp on the reality of what 
Aberdeen needs and wants. Union 
Terrace Gardens is a perfect example. 
Union street is an absolute mess these 
days and nothing you do can ruin it more. 
Focus on businesses, creating 
opportunities for footfall (decent shops, 
restaurants and parking). Promote and 
draw public to Union Street rather than 
design a completely cumbersome 
location for both auto and pedestrian 
traffic.  I feel VERY sorry for the 
businesses still there. In addition, it is an 
eyesore with all the traffic cones and 
signage.

There are so many opportunities 
wasted in this area - you could do 
WAY more.



Pedestrianised as it is during covid is 
good, more green too like trees and grass 
patches.
Please make union street fun to go to 
with more activities, shops and eating 
places instead of places no one really 
wants to go to that suck the life out of 
the area.
Encourage small business to open in the 
city centre. 

Could add outdoor gyms 
(calisthenics, parkour, general).
This will encourage healthy activity 
that everyone will have access to 
and not have to worry about the cost 
unlike commercial gyms where 
people are restricted by time and 
cost.
Doesn't have to be anything fancy or 
super expensive, have a look at 
calisthenic and parkour outdoor 
gyms for ideas.
Everyone can benefit from this. 

Pedestrianised part looks ugly, no scope 
for parades, diverted traffic takes longer 
to get there, potential gridlock in market 
street and guild street, no direct vehicular 
access to Debenhams on union street will 
be awkward for people vaccinating and 
visiting shops eg HMV  causing further 
vastly reduced footfall in shops in that 
area i.    The natural through route of king 
st/ union street /holburn street  has been 
damaged but can be retrieved.  Pavement 
at union bridge Should be widened so 
union street is uniformly wide 

recent " improvements " have 
proved to be unpopular with 
businesses and public

covid 19 items should be removed 
asap

Surface is hazardous despite 
frequent patching

More activities , which do not need 
heavy vehicles which damage the 
stones, shoul be encouraged  eg 
carboot on sundays, entertainment 
shows irrelevant in todays market deeply lacking out of date but salvageable

I love the fact Market St to Bridge St is 
closed to traffic. Would be good to 
attract some businesses into the empty 
shops/buildings. Some outside seated 
areas for coffees etc would be nice, with 
roof/cover to allow us to sit out in all 
weather.

Tragic free zones to encourage 
walking and cycling. 
No more football stadiums. 

Used to be a jewel, now a dump I try to 
avoid.  Sad but true

Places to park as well or good links 
from the shire

Football stadium should be at the 
beach but developed in a way that 
can provide facilities for every day 
use.  Should also be smaller than 
current stadium to create 
atmosphere and reduce footprint e.g 
15k seata

It should be cleaned up and rents 
reduced to allow artisan shops to be able 
to sell their stuff there

It is a lovely area and should be 
valued

It's abeautiful building and 
Aberdeen's heritage and should be 
taken cafe of and better used

Retail outlets are quickly becoming a 
thing of the past. Better use should be 
made of empty shops.

Improve toilet facilities.



If prioritising the residential capacity, 
urban lifestyle, do not focus this on 
homeless or affordable accommodation. 

The street is too long to sustain shopping 
and restaurants.  Best to concentrate on 
the section from Union Terrace to 
Castlegate It's too out of the way.

Ensure that travellers don't 
compromise the area.  Eating out 
and leisure are more important than 
shopping.

It needs better travel connections 
and improved parking if more events 
are to be held here.

We must get rid of the street clutter and 
let people move around again.  Also must 
fix the bus stops as a matter of urgency.  
Need to find a way to join Union Square 
with the City Centre too. Make walking 
easier and more people will do it 
naturally and the car issue will fix itself.

Connectivity is key for the survival of 
the city centre.

remove pedestrianised section remove street and pavement clutter dangerous boring
increase range of activities to suit all 
ages

Great having tables and spaces out 
on Belmont Street and surrounding 
area, gives city centre more life. Still 
too many cars flouting signs 
however. 

Stop the decentralisation, close or 
repurpose Union square and move the 
retail, movies and food outlets back to 
union street. The top end of union street, 
where the bars and restaurants are 
should also be pedestrianised or for 
buses only.

Do not look up, the roofs and chimneys 
are terrible

It would be great to make all the 
areas linked safely

Get the esplanade light up all the 
way to the Bridge of Don

Light up the beach and paths all the 
way to Bridge of Don

Beach area as a whole needs 
updated and tidied up. Litter and 
dog poo or dogs running off the lead 
need to be addressed. Bikes 
speeding in the walkways and not 
using the bike lanes 



develop green areas for tourism. 
Campsite

develop 2 touring campsites to 
promote tourism. caravan club, 
camping and caravan club
Long overdue, our city needs this!!!

Make Union Street the centre piece of 
the city where people meet and walk and 
bump into friends they dont expect to 
see.  Make it sparkle with pride in the 
buidlings and contain the couthiness of 
the Aberdeen culture. ( Dont make it 
somewhere you only walk through on 
route to somewhere else.)  Have street 
drama, drumming bands, special 
weekends to showcase culture - an Indian 
food weekend, a Polish one, a Nigerian 
one, a Chinese one etc. Make it colourful 
and rich in cuture, music, arts, etc  In that 
was people will just want to be part of it.

There is lots of culture and small 
business in this area - create a hub 
for new startups or a shared office 
space for new ventures

I feel this area has an 'alternative ' 
feel to it and i think we can build on 
it further - somewhere for the young 
to develop their ideas and 
individuality - probably good for 
students ideas too.

This is a very historical area and i feel 
this could be developed especially 
for tourism.  It could bring the varied 
and interesting history of the North 
East to life with street drama linking 
the Arts Centre, Lemon Tree and the 
museums together along with the 
courts and legal aspects

I really like to small cafe experience 
and wouldnt want it to be 
overshadowed with big money 
making schemes.  It is a great place 
to go to meet friends, walk and talk, 
admire the vast North Sea and the 
weather that is different every day - 
this could be linked to Climate 
change issues promoting awareness 
and valuing our coastal areas, etc

It all sounds good and i think we 
need to remember to keep some 
space available that it free space for 
children to play and that people still 
see the green spaces

The Beach Ballroom is under used - it 
has a great atmosphere and the floor 
is amazing.  I have been there for 
business meetings, concerts and 
social care reviews, and found it very 
versatile - ir could also hold an 
Aberdeen Beach museum for tourists

Union Street is currently an eyesore. I 
wish that the council and others who 
have the power could turn it into a 
vibrant thoroughfare. It should be fully 
pedestrianised and cyclist-friendly, which 
would allow local indie businesses to 
thrive and make the street a welcoming 
and vibrant centre for Aberdeen. It would 
also provide potential for Union Street to 
have a mix of business and residential 
accommodation that families might live 
in too.

Enhance cafe culture through properly 
designed,  permanent covered and 
heated facilities leased by pubs and 
restaurants 

Benefits to other businesses and the 
city identity from the club remaining 
in the immediate vicinity are 
significant. Underused venue currently

Encourage businesses to maintain the 
facades and signages. Powerwash the 
dirty buildings. Encourage use of empty 
units. Somehow. 



Currently a disgrace. Smelly and grubby it 
offers very little to entice people and is 
an embarrassment for visitors Union street much more needed

Make it an artisan area with 
independent shops and cafes 

Improve it as a travel hub to aid 
Union streer

Football and leisure will keep this 
area busy and other businesses will 
flourish too. Let us transport though

Beach ballRoom is beautiful. 
Preserve and promote 

Perfect position within city for a new 
stadium 

Keep cheap shop, charity shops, phone 
and vapping shops off Union St, ensure 
businesses keep the outsides 
immaculate. As it used to be. Make the 
rent and rates affordable 

New Aberdeen fc stadium at beach 
hotel site

More things for children. Soft play, parks, 
seating areas. Good stands such as 
temporary beach collective structure 
there just now. 
The buildings are a disgrace. Filthy 
stonework, rotten windows, plants 
growing out of buildings. This is not only 
on Union St but Bridge St and Market St, 
both leading from Union St to Union 
Square. An absolute disgrace.

Better link to the beach to improve 
access. Not everyone has access to a 
car.

When I was a child, Union Street was 
always busy, but nowadays it's got 
nothing on there to entice people to go 
shopping there. It's just a waste 

It’s a disgrace how run down it has 
become. Parking charges and lack of care 
have almost killed union street

Again cyclists behaviour in Aberdeen 
is the worst I have seen in any city. 
They need rules!!

Cyclists in Aberdeen destroy safety 
and continually exhibit selfish 
behaviours. Better rules and 
enforcement for cyclist towards 
pedestrians is required urgently 



Union Street is currently not somewhere I 
like to spend time, it has far too many 
pubs and betting shops, I don't gamble, I 
disagree with gambling as a social 
activity. In the previous century Union 
Street was alive with local businesses and 
people. It was always busy.

You need to get betting shops off of 
Union Street, and bring back a higher 
standard of patrons using Union 
Street

Get rid of cobble stones on roads, 
they are hazardous to people who 
walk on them. Plant Grass in public 
areas. There is a perfectly acceptable 
connection to the Beach.

I don't think this council understands 
what it takes to deliver well-being 
for all residents of Aberdeen as 
exhibited by the proposed rezoning 
of current green zone spaces in Torry 
for an ETZ. Who wants to have to 
look at that every day, and how is 
that going to affect an already 
disadvantaged socio-economic 
group who have a greater need of 
green spaces? In comparison to 
other areas of Aberdeen, this 
community is being put under 
greater and great stress from 
industrialisation. Is the council 
proposing that Torry be completely 
industrialised and residents moved 
to a safer, healthier environment? 
Has it actually done any impact 
studies on the health and safety of 
residents in Torry as a result of the 
harbour development and the 
incinerator? Greater noise and light 
pollution cause stress. There have 
been many studies done by 
environmental psychologists which 
support the importance of green 
spaces to mental health, it also 
reduces crime in areas of high socio-

Its Run Down and Embarrassing , at the 
moment there is nothing to entice me to 
agree about pedestrianise central section.

If your going to pedestrianise Union 
Street doing the same here will just 
cause traffic problems.

Run Down, rarely used open space in 
the city centre, paving slabs uneven 
and a danger to those with less 
mobility.

We have a beautiful beach front that 
needs to be exploited by getting 
people down there

Build that Sports Stadium this will 
keep the money in the centre of 
Aberdeen on match days instead of a 
stadia in the middle of nowhere.



When friends and family from around 
Scotland come to visit me in Aberdeen, I 
will make an active decision not to take 
them to Union Street, which I feel is run 
down and embarrassing. Locals want a 
city that they can be proud of, not 
ashamed of!

In comparison to other Scottish cities - 
and ones which have not had years of oil 
wealth - Union street is appalling. 
Glasgow, for example, offers reasonably 
priced retail space in central areas 
allowing small and local businesses to 
thrive. Queues for the latest coffee shops 
and bistros make that city feel 
welcoming, friendly and prosperous. 

The question of should we make café 
culture permanent should not even be a 
question. This is Scotland's third biggest 
city, of course we should!

Aberdeen is unique in that it has a 
harbour and the beach within the City. 
Were are the boards on Union street 
which advertise this to tourists and which 
promote the many city museums? 

Pedestrianise it , allow for a cafe culture Already a nice part of the city 

Beautiful beach but nothing of note 
down there apart from chain 
restaurants. 

The only thing with character in that 
area, get some restaurants and 
decent places to drink etc  

not needed

a lot of the pavements do not need 
widened. reducing clutter would assist in 
making the street more accessible. 
Pedestrianisation is absolutely key on 
Union street.  has great potential 
Pedestrianisation of Union st is key. Car 
drivers will complain and are over 
represented. They must not be allowed 
to overturn this like they did with the 
bike lane at the beach.



Needs to be revitalized and repurposed
Firstly this "Survey" is a joke. We MUST 
give points to each element even when it 
is not required. Is this because YOU have 
an agenda?  Widen pavements REALLY, 
WHY? Pedestrianised Central Section - 
YOU ARE JOKING RIGHT? What Aberdeen 
needs is Union Street which looks old and 
tired like much of Aberdeen to be given a 
deep clean of all buildings, pavements 
and soften the whole area. The rest of 
Aberdeen needs the removal of all the 
black bollards which are unsightly then 
employ more Traffic Wardens if required. 

Union Street is a dive and the worst place 
to spend a day going round the shops. It 
needs designer shops, bussling cafes 
restaurants and outdoor space to dine 
and chat. If it was going to be central it 
needs to be all the above. The beach 
front needs to be the same also. 
Aberdeen is so far behind other cities. 
Some things are good like the new union 
terrace gardens , nuart but still so much 
to be done.

Research other busling beach fronts, 
cafes, bars outside dining a social 
area more trees greenerage 

Winter sports and extreme sports 
centre, look at Glasgow and 
Manchester's indoor winter sports 
centre we have easy access to the 
resort's so why not accommodate 
when we don't have snow incase 
people travel.

Do you not pedestrianise union Street as 
it for segregate your elderly and you’re 
disabled I had to walk yesterday from 
Primark all the way down to market 
Street to get a taxi to take me to hospital 
I have 2 medical conditions that make it 
extremely hard for me to walk this is 
ridiculous

Again pedestrianise in this will have 
a huge knock-on affect to the elderly 
and the disabled

Yet again pedestrianising huge parts 
of the beach will again make it 
harder for the disabled and elderly 
to enjoy such beauty

Union Street should be the pride and 
heart of our city. It should be lined with 
independent shops, cafes and indoor/ 
outdoor restaurants and bars. It’s current 
state is very sad looking and very 
confusing to drivers and pedestrians. 



We have a football team for the city 
and shire to be proud of but a 
stadium that is lacking for the 
modern game. The football club 
takes many individuals to the city 
from far and wide and a new 
purpose built stadium which can be 
used by the club but also the 
community is a must. 

Why is the Bon Accord Baths project not 
included on here?  It's a key art deco 
historic listed building and supporting it's 
restoration would bring a major 
attraction to the West End of the City 
Centre alongside addressing the 
physical/mental health inequalities our 
city faces and offering leisure and 
community facilities in the city centre.  
This is the sort of project our city centre 
needs as part of its regeneration whilst 
also saving and preserving a nationally 
important listed building for future 
generations.

Why is the Bon Accord Baths project 
not included on here?  It's a key art 
deco historic listed building and 
supporting it's restoration would 
bring a major attraction to the West 
End of the City Centre alongside 
addressing the physical/mental 
health inequalities our city faces and 
offering leisure and community 
facilities in the city centre.  This is 
the sort of project our city centre 
needs as part of its regeneration 
whilst also saving and preserving a 
nationally important listed building 
for future generations.

Only worth spending money on Union 
Street if there are more shops, cafes etc 
or why will people go thete

Recent changes in this area do not 
work and have made the area less 
desirable than it was 

Have street tables for restaurants to 
encourage people, keep flower beds and 
promote green areas No comment No comment No comment 

Can have venues their that are more 
cost affordable than at P&J

No public money should be used for 
AFC's new stadium.
It is a great opportunity for the city 

I feel maintaining road links is essential 
and would not support any section of 
Union St being blocked to vehicles.

I feel maintaining road links is 
essential and would not support any 
section being blocked to vehicles.
These plans in conjunction with LEZ 
just move the pollution elsewhere 
and frustrate people in the process.

The beach was fine with 2way traffic.  
 Again you're proposing to make one 
thing better without solving 
transport elsewhere.



Union street and the city centre is a 
disgrace not a good advert for Aberdeen. 
Too many empty shops and buildings in 
disrepair.
Also too many beggars 
The council should be doing things to 
entice new businesses not allowing 
everything to go to the wall.
We have no department store now and 
as I say the city centre is an 
embarrassment.

Much more can be made of Union Street 
into a vibrant high street. At the moment 
(without Spaces for People) I would take 
almost any route to avoid walking down 
Union Street as it congested, unpleasant 
to walk (lots of crossings, dirty, empty 
shop fronts etc). I would very much 
welcome any improvements to Union 
Street and think 'greening' the space is 
very important to make it attractive. 
Perhaps consideration needs to be given 
towards Guild Street/Union Square as to 
how congestion would build up there if 
part of Union Street continues to be 
pedestrianised to avoid the build up of 
more traffic and therefore issues in this 
area of the city. 

I would add that, as much as I would 
like to eat outside as part of the cafe 
culture, the seagulls are off-putting 
and I have a number swoop on me 
when eating outside. Whether the 
Council can do anything about that 
I'm unsure. 

Castlegate has the opportunity to be 
much improved, revitalised and used 
as a public space. I think there is also 
a bad reputation associated with the 
Castlegate that can be changed with 
adding new life within it. The street 
surface is very poor and not good for 
older people or those who have poor 
balance. The link to the beach is also 
not clear.

My personal view is that the Beach 
public spaces are already good and 
there are other priority areas to 
tackle first. 

Remove pedestrianisation and people 
may start coming back into town.  Too 
much hassle to drive in and bus service 
not reliable from shire to town
Pedestrianised Union Street has been one 
of the best things to come out of this 
lockdown. Keep it this way and add in 
some food pop up stores, more seats, 
drink/smoothie stalls etc.

Too many coffee shops and charity outlets

The ideal chance and time to 
incorporate a new football stadium 
into regeneration plans. The only 
sensible place for the Dons is in the 
city.

Football stadium at the beach all 
singing and dancing sports arena 



Union Street needs to be a hub for 
culture and local businesses to grow. Find 
a way that rent is affordable for those 
who do bring a lot to the city. People are 
depressed with empty buildings and 
that's down to high rent pricing out local 
businesses.

Union Street also needs activities, things 
to do. Make it more like Buchanan Street

Needs to be better links to the 
Ballroom but that comes with the 
beach

Since Robert Gordon's College is a 
private venture, I would suggest that 
the school makes a financial 
contribution to any update of 
Schoolhill

I think it is important to retain 
vehicular access as a number of 
people are unable to walk very far, 
removal of all traffic would prevent 
disabled people getting access.

I think it is important not to build 
close to the iconic Beach Ballroom 
and overshadow it.

For me, i sometimes don't enjoy going to 
union street as i find it grey, boring and 
un inspiring. The upcoming generations 
love a pic for the 'gram'. I think if we 
made Union Street more 
'Instagrammable' with boutique cafes, 
photo spots etc. This would really help.

If you are going to have outdoor 
places, please make sure there are 
sufficent heaters as its not warm in 
Aberdeen!

As i said in my pervous statment. 
The new up and coming Aberdeen 
improvements need to be attractive 
to the upcoming generations. 
Therefor, events need to be chosen 
carefully 

New stadium would be great. Good 
access to city centre without being 
right in the middle.

Union street is an eye sore right now. It 
wasn’t great before covid. Buildings are 
run down and need councils upkeep. 
Remove the barriers, bollards, and plant 
pots. If it is to be pedestrianised, it needs 
to be done properly while keeping access 
for emergency service vehicles. I think 
buses should be allowed access along the 
whole of union street. Currently the 
traffic along market street / guild street is 
always grid locked. If traffic is to be 
permanently diverted from union street 
then the surrounding infrastructure 
needs to be looked at and improved. 
Regarding access for emergency services, 
a member of the public collapsed on 
union street last year and people had to 
move the barriers from the road to allow 
the ambulance access. A fire engine 
wouldn’t get through the street as it is. 

Loving the outdoor cafe culture idea 
but Aberdeen doesn’t have the 
weather for it all year round. Would 
like to see something other than 
white marquees and tents as it 
doesn’t look great. 

The castlegate is a great part of the 
city full of history yet majorly 
neglected. Would like to see more 
use of the space, it’s a sun trap on a 
sunny afternoon which attracts 
people to the area 



No more urban sprawl. Encouraupeople 
to live in the centre. Incentives for 
property owners in union street to 
modernise buildings. Retail and 
accommodation above. Green roofing, 
solar etc Develop more looking into the sea. 

Create public space in George Street - 
 from Loch Street to St Andrew 
Street - and improving permanent 
pedestrian linkage from Schoolhill 
and Upperkirkgate. Reinstate historic 
places information panels 
throughout city centre. Replace 
granite street furniture with wooden 
seats backed with granite planters. 

Ban cyclists from lower prom.There’s 
an accident waiting to happen.

Pedestrianise it and have cheap parking 
around it. Otherwise Union Square will 
continue to kill off the rest of the city 
centre

Cafe culture everywhere needs to 
remain. Take a look at Bergen old 
town - and they get a lot of rain - 
with it’s covered terraces and then 
look at Aberdeen. It’s shameful 

No easy road, cycling, walking, 
routes to the beach. Add the LEZ and 
people will just drop away

There’s already a ski slope you’re 
making a hash of since you took 
over, don’t need another. Cycle and 
walking routes to the beach need to 
improved

I believe that it is important to keep 
Aberdeen’s stadium in Aberdeen and 
keep the iconic beach end

Union street is a dump you need to bring 
it back to life and not block it off with no 
cars etc. You are killing the city 

Once again you are killing the town. 
You can’t keep blocking all roads. 
People need cars to get into town 
and other areas. You need to work 
with that. 

No way can you ban cars from the 
beach. There is no other way to get 
to the beach with family.  

Bring more back to the city not just 
take things away and do nothing 

Open up the beach and more 
parking get more people down there 

encourge more independant shops to 
open on union street. more trendy, 
quirky shops rather than bookies and 
charity shops. tackle business rates to 
allow this to happen



Union street SHOULD be the jewel in 
Aberdeen’s crown however due to a 
combination of neglect and folly in 
building shopping centres has been ran 
down and in its current state is quite 
frankly an embarrassment 

Castlegate another asset to the city 
and is a natural gathering place and 
public space for holding Christmas 
markets and the like. 

The beach is already very accessible 
from the city 

The beach is a wonderful asset and a 
major attraction for visitors. Keeping 
Aberdeen FC at their spiritual home 
in the city is also a big attraction 
with great benefits for surrounding 
bars, restaurants and cafes. In fact it 
is key to the survival of many Beach ballroom is an iconic venue

Look to Australia for how to make a 
beach work. 
Actually enforce the dog ban areas. 

shops must be affordable, reduce rents 
and rates to fill empty stores perfect place for pedestrianisation

this is a pre made market square 
that for some reason the council just 
doesn't use to its full potential, 
amazing space for gatherings, 
concerts, markets etc. - the street 
surface only need redesigned in 
sections to allow access, rather than 
a full replacment of the cobbles

plenty space to widen pavements 
and reduce car space on esplanade

Aberdeen FC must stay in the city 
centre 

Cafe culture in the west end - 
pedestrianisation is key

Waterfront is the USP of aberdeen 
and should be utilised. A beach front 
similar to Brighton would be good.

I feel that Union Street should be 
returned largely to a residential area,  
and artisan shops encouraged into the 
area. 

The West End is in dire need of 
regeneration Enhance this historic area

The beach area should be promoted 
as an area of sports, entertainment 
and relaxation. Perhaps also 
including environmental hard 
landscaping. A tram linking union 
street...perhaps with a historic twist?

The football team should be here.  
The area to the north has the 
potential for further environmental 
enhancement and development of a 
nature reserve...thus promoting 
physical/mental wellbeing and 
protectingwildlife

Beautiful building...should be 
preserved and refurbished and 
perhaps promoted as a niche 
music/dance venue 



Union street is dead. You need a couple 
parking bags on union street it’s wide 
enough for it remove the pedestrian 
section - it’s not good for emergency 
vehicles and really separates the city. 

This area is so congested I live on 
thistle street and rose street is awful. 
No one listens to the pedestrian 
pillars so just remove them they’re 
not worth it anymore they lie all 
over the road. There’s also no where 
near enough parking for residents in 
my whole building we only have 1 
car it’s mine and parking it takes 
about an hour because there’s is 
nowhere. This area is absolutely 
thriving it’s a beautiful area rose 
street and chapel street need more 
greenery like Victoria street. Victoria 
street has huge potholes but it’s 
beautiful. There’s so much traffic on 
these street more interest should be 
paid to them. Also rose and chapel 
street are 2 of the main streets for 
people out in town some more 
cleanliness and revamping would 
make them even better as I feel right 
now the overall vibe of them is more 
there the place you go when your 
drunk for food instead of a beautiful 
part of the city with amazing local 
businesses. 

I agree Belmont street is not suitable 
for a lot of vehicles outdoor seating 
and cafe culture work so much 
better for the cobbles. Around the 
art gallery and college should be 
bright and an attraction people want 
to visit. Greenery but also cleanliness 
is important here maybe some street 
festivals as not too much traffic 
passes here. Outside the college 
should be a big attraction I see it as 
Aberdeen’s walk of fame. The old 
rgu university union building should 
be re opened as the university union 
bar. It’s an eye sore and wasted 
space with so much potential. I do 
not agree to making the road a 
pedestrian area. Aberdeen is a 
difficult city with lanes bends and 
cobbles it need to be fully accessible. 
How will delivery’s be made to 
businesses if they can’t get down it? 
Flour mill lane is a good connection 
to union street considering marshal 
college road isn’t for the public to 
use only busses. But if union street is 
going to be a bus gate forever then 
flout I’ll lane down to the tunnels 
might as well be as well. But school 

Castle gate is not a great area of the 
city it’s full boring and not pretty. 
The area is run down and needs 
fresh ideas. Is there was an events 
held there there is no where to park. 
As part of the revamp the tower 
blocks should be painted or made 
nicer they’re an eye sore and really 
make castle gate less appealing. 
Castle gate is cut off from the beach 
and harbour but I don’t see how this 
could be changed maybe connecting 
it to Virginia street would make it 
more accessible.

The beach has so much opportunity 
the esplanade is amazing it’s fit for 
traffic and pedestrians. Maybe it 
need some more food carts or 
outdoor seating as it is sort of cut off 
by the golf course. The beach should 
not be for pedestrians only as it’s a 
key travel route for distributing king 
street traffic and needs to be fully 
accessible for people with disabilities 
and groups to visit the beach 
ballroom etc. More should be done 
at the beach as apart from 
restaurants and shops there’s not 
much from the beach ballroom to 
words bridge of don. Maybe some 
beach huts like Banff links beach has. 
Something to bring people to the 
space as it’s a large part of aberdeen. 
An aquarium would help but we 
can’t take people away from 
Macduff. Another point the 
boulevard is known for car 
enthusiasts and has been for 
absolutely years. Recently there was 
an incident which I think could of 
been stopped. The police and council 
need to help and support these car 
enthusiasts give them a safe space. 

A beach definitely lacks a nice 
decent park yes there is one but it 
could look better. All the above 
attractions would be beneficial. 
There’s great premises in aberdeen 
we’ve got curling multiple swimming 
pools and ice rink a football stadium 
the ski slope at garthdee. These 
places need to be glamourised. The 
beach would also be really good with 
some trails some outdoor paths for 
dog walkers. Advertise a route for 
fitness enthusiasts that connects the 
beach to the city. Aberdeen football 
club is amazing for team spirit in 
aberdeen si we need to keep it up 
and have more opportunities for 
young and old to get into sports 
make aberdeen a healthier city 

I don’t know 1 event that’s held at 
the beach ballroom. Maybe a 
quarterly ceilidh. In my school days 
we went there for small town bands 
to play and for safe drive stay alive. 
It’s a beautiful place could even have 
some fitness classes there. 

Build the new stadium 

Needs to be opened up to traffic again 
Roads needs to be opened up except 
Belmont Street

Cycle lanes need to be reinstated at 
the beach; they should have been 
given a chance and not removed

Don’t pedestrianise



Ideally it would be good if the Market 
Street to Bridge Street are could be 
pedestrianised but it must reopen to 
buses, similar to Broad Street.  I think 
Union Street should be the heart of the 
city with good links to the beach.  Union 
Street has become grim with boarded up 
shops and buildings not looking in good 
condition and just simply isn't an 
attractive place to go.  Increasing the 
greenery and extending the art on 
buildings (such as rainbow stairs, murals 
on walls, etc) would be a simple but 
effective way of improving the area.

This is not an area I frequent but it 
feels very crowded with cars.

I don't feel there is a need to do 
much to this area at all, apart from 
perhaps adding some more greenery.

I think it is important to retain 
historic features but they need to be 
adapted to allow greater 
accessibility.  I think Castlegate could 
be a really vibrant space if utilised 
correctly - extended dining areas, 
performances, markets, add more 
greenery, etc.

I think this is highly important.  You 
can't have an attractive area with 
poor bus links.  The evenings are 
particularly awful.

I would rather Pittodrie stay where it 
was but moving it closer to the retail 
park, ballroom, etc would be a 
fantastic alternative.  I think it would 
be fantastic if there was some way of 
linking Torry and Footdee for 
pedestrians.  As a non-driver who 
lives in Cove, a trip to the beach is a 
lot of hassle.  I would go a lot more if 
it was more accessible.

Having more events at the ballroom 
could bring more business to the 
beach front.  I think the bus services 
need to be enhanced as a half hourly 
service that ends early evening is not 
sufficient.

If the council are to widen the pavement, 
actually widen them. Use pavement 
slabs, have a kerb, make it disabled 
friendly & stop all parking. 

Use what's there in fabulous architecture.
Encourage interesting start ups. Limit 
betting shops, poundland etc

Use history and culture to bring 
vibrancy to a crucial area

There already is adequate walking 
space.
Reopen the archways to help 
remove the crowded ness of the 
Fittie end ie extend cafes but NOT 
shops to Bridge of Don end.

Please do not build on all the 
remaining open space- it is just as 
important to have this behind the 
beach as along the beachfront. 
Make more of the old tram tracks 
and educate about their history.

Very sad to see the decline something 
must be done to give people a reason to 
visit

Compare to Stonehaven our beach is 
scruffy and lacks facilities

If pedestrianising Market Street to Bridge 
Street also need to consider traffic 
congestion this causes on Guild Street.

A stadium at the beach will help 
retain the economy created by 
football within the heart of the city. 

Surface is too uneven, even when 
wearing trainers. A grassy space 
would be more appealing around the 
band stand. Better (over the top?!) 
signage to the beach is required. 

Clean the granite 
Pavements are all uneven!! Re-open 
market street! Pavements are horrendous 

Redevelopment of the Bon Accord 
Baths



A new stadium would ensure easy 
travel for supporters and would 
ensure local businesses  could 
continue to trade and thrive, 
especially on match days.

Somehow get rid of congestion on other 
streets by allowing the buses only to use 
a much reduced road. 

More small traders as this is a lovely 
area 

Cycle lane waste of time as cyclists 
still using the walkways. 

Swimming pool needs upgrading 

I believe the current pedestrianisation 
section of union Street has not been a 
good thing, it has damaged accessibility 
and ease of movement around the city 
centre, and post-COVID19, there is no 
need to continue with it.

Independent, niche retailers should be 
encouraged by offering attractive 
inducements

Outdoor cafe culture will only be 
successful if there is robust 
protection from the elements. This 
would involve ensuring the area is 
dry, warm and well ventilated

Not the place for a new stadium in 
my opinion 

It could be the jewel in the crown. 
The Beach Ballroom was once a well 
used venue. More innovative 
thinking is required to maximise the 
potential 

A good choice of shops, BHS could be 
made into smaller market type stalls 
(flowers, fruit, food, independent traders 
- eg gray school of art students, our many 
local traders, smaller companies etc

Plaza for cafes / outdoor eating. 
Remove charity shops and betting 
shops 

Belmont St should be Aberdeen’s 
equivalent of Ashton Lane in Glasgow

Something must be done to get absent 
landlords to maintain their buildings. Also 
shop signage should be of a fit and 
proper standard. Leave well alone

Make Castlegate the hub of the city 
centre.  Just as it was before closing 
off Justice Street. Ideal area to hold a 
farmers fresh produce and flower 
market. Re-erect a beach viewing shelter. 



I live in the city centre at present (dee 
street), the pedestrianisation of the 
centre / Union street is much preferred 
to the heavy traffic and pollution. Having 
a place close by to walk abs feel safe is 
very much appreciated. 

Encourage/allow outdoor 
cafe/bar/restaurant areas on the 
pedestrianised section of Union St

Union street in general is a disgrace and 
an embarrassment to Aberdeen.  The 
buildings right down the entire street 
need sandblasted and cleaned, 
vegetation removed from the roofs etc.  
There should be a dedicated team for 
this.  Shop frontages in general also need 
to be overhauled, take a look at 
somewhere like Ballater for example 
where all the shop frontages are of a 
similar appearance (with their own 
signage obviously), but more importantly 
maintained appropriately. 

This is probably the least important 
of all the categories in the survey. 

This area is absolutely dead around 
the shopping centres, Back Wynd 
also needs to be included in this and 
make it accessible again. Cafe culture 
should be continued but needs to be 
done correctly and not just a load of 
ramshackle tables strewn across the 
streets. For instance, there could be 
a proper canopy constructed over 
parts of belmont street/little 
belmont.  Make it a feature, not just 
pay lip service.  If we are going to do 
a job, do it right! 

This is another completely wasted 
space in the city, other cities would 
love a space like this to make use of.  
Again this could be a great for all the 
surrounding hostelries to have a 
huge shared outdoor space.  A 
boardwalk from the city centre to 
the beach is another absolute must.  
For example, take a look at 
vilamoura in Portugal, beautiful 
boardwalk from the beach right 
along to the old city with 
cafes/shops along the route.  I don't 
think we take enough inspiration 
from other cities, always late to the 
party and too slow to react. 

The beach area in general needs a 
tidy up.  All the railings are rotten, 
sections of the shoreline have 
collapsed over towards the bridge of 
don area and all the rubble needs to 
be tidied up.  Make this a dedicated 
street food area too, it's another 
marvellous resource for the city but 
again we don't celebrate it enough 
or maintain it properly.  

I think it is imperative that we retain 
the football stadium in the area.  
Combine this with a new beach 
leisure centre/extreme sports area 
and it will be a massive attraction for 
the area.  Otherwise all the business 
heads out into the shire.  You'd have 
a captive audience down the beach 
area, get more restaurants in there, 
if there is a boardwalk down from 
the city centre it helps to tie it all 
together too.  People could then 
view the football as a day out with 
the family and spend time and 
money in the area.

This is an another absolute gem in 
the city that is completely wasted.  
An amazing venue for concerts but is 
savagely underused. It should be 
jewel in the crown down in the area! 
If the football stadium is based in the 
area it could be used for events for 
families prior to games too. 

Pedestrianised, more cafe’s, bars, 
eateries with outdoor areas.
Buildings to be cleaned and maintained. 
Decorative lights to help modernise 
public areas. 

Maintaining AFC stadium in the 
beach area will continue to bring 
critical revenue streams to other 
local business’ in and around the 
beach area as well as the city centre. 

No longer the shopping centre of town, 
introduce more living space/ homes

Needs disabled access to first floor 

would be amazing to have the 
stadium at the beach front easier 
access and keeping it close to town 
centre

New Stadium in the city should be a 
priority.
The Kingsford plan us a joke!!

Buses and cycles only on whole of Union 
Street with dedicated bus and cycle lanes, 
the rest pedestrianised.
Aberdeen not built for stopping traffic on 
union st, one accident else were and it's a 
stand still



Union street was once one of the most 
grandest streets in the country, 
unfortunately it is now run down, full of 
empty shops, and the condition of the 
buildings are a disgrace, gutters and 
down pipes, overflowing, broken, 
windows broken and rotting, and even 
the once glistening granite facades falling 
in to disrepair with pointing missing and 
buildings covered in dirt and grime 

Calisthenics park please :)

Fill the empty units by offering 
businesses reasonable rates for a change 
and union street could be buzzing again! 

Cafe culture does NOT work with 
Aberdeen weather! 

I live across the road from 
DoubleTree and all a stadium there 
would do is move the traffic chaos 
on a Sat a few blocks over from 
Pittodrie, and stop families coming 
to the beach for shopping and 
leisure when a match is on as they 
won’t get parked etc. Improve the 
beach with more family things! 

Union Street needs local bespoke 
business shops.
Make it rent AFFORDABLE!!!

Encourage this area for locals and 
tourists!! Beautiful building. PRESERVE!!!!

Remove all pedestrianisation initiatives. 
You are killing Union Street.

Remove idiotic pedestrianisation 
initiatives. You are killing area.

You are crazy. We have a few good 
days a year, otherwise it is raining or 
freezing. Clean up the space. 

Traffic priority on Beach Esplanade. 
Pavements are already too wide.

AFC must be located in city. Move to 
Westhill/Kingswells is utterly 
ridiculous.

Pedestrianisation is important to the 
future of the city

Support bon accord baths

encourage the smaller retailers 
which make this area special

important to p reserve the individual 
area , create it's own special vibe.

No need to create more pedestrain 
priority, there is sufficient ? money 
needs to be spent elsewhere

Since we are on the beach the it 
makes sense to create a focus on 
water sports, make the most of it 
and encourage people to get 
involved.
Keep our ice rink and help them do 
more within the rink...support our 
skaters  maybe a practise rink at the 
side and more parking 

More parking as they use the leisure 
parking places and people pay for 
memberships 

Best place for the Dons new stadium 



Anything that can reduce the chance 
of tripping on uneven pavements 

Maintaining straightforward access 
to a school is essential. I avoid 
driving to schoolhill as far as 
possible, my child takes the school 
bus in and I often park at denburn 
and walk to collect her. Pre-Covid 
there was access into the school for 
pickups from nursery and out of 
hours, and on many occasions 
especially over winter this was 
invaluable. My husband and I are 
both doctors, often work late and 
need out of hours care, and 
straightforward access to it. We 
drive as we need to transport 2 small 
children over 8 miles, and be on time 
for work at the start of the day, and 
child collection at the end of it. Also 
if a child has an injury and cannot 
walk, there does need to be a 
realistic way of getting them to 
school.
While we do use it regularly, 
denburn is a horrible place to take 
young children. It smells like a toilet, 
is very dark in areas, and my 7 year 
old is now reading the graffiti on the 
walls and is scared by some of it. It 
really needs to be cleaned, 

Union Street should NOT be 
pedestrianised. Since that happened 
there's a constant traffic jam, shops have 
closed down, beggers are all over the 
place, dog poo everywhere, bikers driving 
in full speed and the list goes on. You 
were supposed to bring it back to normal 
but now you want to leave it like this 
permanently. We need streets to move, 
not pedestrianised. But of course, you 
care only about your pockets, not the 
public. Where there's profit, people go 
bye bye. But have in mind that at the end 
of your time on Earth, you're only taking 
2metres of land. Money and wealth stays 
here alongside your bad and corrupted 
reputation. 
And when I use "you" it's in plural. I'm 
not referring to one person but the 
council in general. Castlegate needs new surface

Upgrade the play area where you 
demolished the concrete facility 
children were playing. 

Really??? Destroy the beach front to 
build a stadium for the local team?? 
Are you kidding me??? Not everyone 
goes to football games. But most 
citizens enjoy a walk at the beach. 
You demolished the concrete facility 
at the playground and never 
replaced it with something else... 
Disgrace!

Needs refurbishment. Tiles on 
outside walls are broken/missing. 
Too tired.



The section of Union Street should only 
be pedestrian IF Union Terrace is fully 
open and Market Street removes the bus 
gate as navigating the city centre is 
horrendous at the moment and makes 
you not want to visit. The reopening of 
George Street by removing The Bon 
accord Centre should be a priority as the 
city centre is two spread out especially 
with closer of so many shops. Focus on 
upperkirkgate down to Union Square to 
maximize Union Terrace Gardens and 
create a proper link between Trinity 
Centre and Union Square/Train station.

We live in Aberdeen it is too cold 
95% of the time for cafe culture as 
proved during covid 19 restrictions

The castlegate is two far away from 
centre to be a transport hub.

Improve and modernise the beach 
leisure centre should be priority. 
Clean it up, more parking available.
AFC should NOT be given money to 
build a stadium. The stadium could 
be situated at the beach but should 
not be funded as there are plenty of 
other priorities in the city

The beach ballroom is beautiful and 
should be used more

Pedestrianise from Blackfriars Street 
to the Gallowgate.  This would create 
a great public space and seamlessly 
link the middle and top of union 
street.  This area could have great 
environment for bars, restaurants 
and cafes, and liven up the city

Ideally the stadium would be a dome 
or have a retractable roof.  This 
would make it better for use 
throughout the year for many events 

Bring business back to union street/ 
shops cafes etc

West end gets enough attention 
from council, focus on other needed 
areas first I really like the cobble street surface. 

Need to entice high street shops back to 
the high street by lowering rates and 
reduce bookies/vape and low value shop 
fronts. 

Encourage, promote the renovation of 
bon accord baths as a useable space for 
locals. This will also encourage more 
people to use union street if there was 
something to shop there for!

Encourage the businesses not using 
road for outdoor space such as no10, 
Dutch mill etc. Outside 
eating/drinking and cafe culture 
should be promoted and encourage 
to bring a new lease of life back to 
the city. 



Banning traffic from Union street makes 
it a dead space and deserted and an 
uncomfortable place to be at night. It 
should be a main thoroughfare.

There is no point in prioritising 
cycling at the beach if you can’t cycle 
to the beach safely

Attract new shops for people to visit
.

Antisocial behaviour needs to be 
addressed groups meeting at  Mark's and 
spencer and seating areas at bus stop not 
acceptable  to visitors or families quite 
frankly it is becoming scary just waiting 
for a bus. 

clean up union street buildings no new football stadium

do not build new football stadium at 
beach on green space certainly not 
using council money 

Union Street is no longer the beautiful 
and proud main thoroughfare and 
shopping area that it once was. The 
development of this area and better 
maintenance of the beautiful buildings is 
essential.

Let's support the construction of the 
stadium in this location.

Getting rid of the car park and 
enhancing Golden Square as a city 
centre park , a focus for restaurant 
cafe culture and mini-arena for 
outdoor concerts in association with 
the adjoining Music Hall and UTG is a 
huge missed opportunity here that 
doesn't appear to be on the radar 
but was a key project in the City 
Centre masterplan. 

Sandblasting Union Street building 
facades would be a start. They're filthy.

Stadium is a MUST!

Promote mix of residential, local 
independent shops and cafes Assist revitalisation of the Academy

Great space - has never quite 
achieved its potential 



Access roads North and South need 
improvement.

Encourage independent business owners

Create a indoor snow hill, with 
outdoor roof mountain bike track 
and back vertical wall as drive-in 
cinema

New stadium is a great idea it will 
greatly increase income into the city 

I love our city but frankly I find the City 
Centre and Union Street an 
embarrasment - the granite buildings are 
dirty , granite needs cleaned, shop 
owners and landlords to be made 
respoinsible for keeping theirs shops to a 
certain standard and empty shops made 
to look tidy with windows at least 
"wrapped" with city scenes or 
information when vacated - whos going 
to invest looking at it in its current state - 
take a look from Esslemonts Restaurant 
across the street - shocking!!   Sorry thats 
the truth

Grassed Areas on Promenade scruffy 
and teel railings rotten through - no 
focal point

New stadium would bring massive 
benefits to beach area ,business would 
love to get involved with that as a 
starting  point 

As someone who comes into 
Aberdeen for eeh football we tend 
to spend time and money  in this 
area as well as staying overnight in 
the area 



Police presence throughout the day. Stop through traffic. 

Belmont should be a proper place 
for pedestrians, keep cars and vans 
out including taxis and intiteled RGC 
parents!

Join to Union Street, place always 
feels removed. Get more temp 
events happening.

Bird proof the cafe buildings. Get rid 
of parking in front of cafes and give 
it to tables that will be in the sun in 
the afternoon. Make toilets world 
class. Provide outdoor rinsing 
showers for kids and surfers. Provide 
public electric barbecues like 
Australia.

The temporary closure of Union Street 
has been shown to work so let’s get on 
with it and make it permanent. 

Whilst this area could benefit from 
improvements, there would be 
greater benefits in enhancing the 
other areas identified such as 
Castlegate and Schoolhill.

All for pedestrianisation. Need to 
ensure there are measures in place 
to control vehicle access such as 
retractable bollards, the temporary 
measures are just ignored by many 
motorists. There is no need 
whatsoever for vehicles associated 
with RGC to have to be able to drive 
to the front of the school. Belmont 
Street should be fully pedestrianised 
long ago.

The area between Brewdog and 
Castlegate, outside Wig and High 
Court, should be incorporated into 
one flowing space along with the 
Castlegate, with pedestrian priority 
across Marischal Street. Castlegate 
surface needs vastly improved, I 
actively avoid it as is so difficult to 
walk over and I’m in my 30s. Create 
areas for ground floor used to spill 
out onto. Get the VSA out as it 
contributes no activity to the area.

Virginia Street, Weat North Street, 
King Street and roundabout at top of 
Beach Boulevard are significant 
barriers to pedestrian permeability 
and needs work to improve 
pedestrian priority.

1. There is little informal open space 
left at the beach which can be used 
for walking a dog, playing with your 
children or just enjoying the 
outdoors. If any of the open grass at 
Queens or Kings Links is to be built 
or turned into restricted use space 
(e.g. ski slope, artificial pitches) it 
must be replaced with an equal area 
of informal open space.

2. There’s already a ski slope in the 
city so unlikely to be demand for a 
further example. Water sports is a 
far more appropriate use for the 
beach front. 

Surely the beach ballroom tries to 
get as broad and full a range of 
events taking place as possible 
anyway, this should be part of the 
normal running of the venue.

The last thing we need on the 
sensitive beach area is a bigger 
football stadium.

As a pedestrian and cafe user 
(Foodstory and Almondine) I have 
appreciated the outdoor seating 
possible with the traffic distancing 
measures on Thistle Street- however 
vans and trailers whizzing past 
within arm's reach at 30mph wasn't 
fun- should be made a 5mph zone ! 

Union st is an embarrassment, a disgrace.  
 Far too many landlords fail to keep 
buildings in good and or 
even safe order. How you regenerate 
given the current retail crisis I don’t know 
but we are a laughing stock for tourists 
given the shopping, beggars and general 
dowdy state of the place.

Unfortunately  we are wet and cold 
most of the year. It would be good to 
develop the cafe culture but I have 
my dots commercially.

A missed opportunity when surface 
was re-laid. Try pushing a wheelchair 
over the slabs! Develop as a 
historical landmark.

Make more of Fittie. Given the 
political demise of Torry a great 
opportunity has been missed for the 
historical development of Fittie as it 
itself develops with artists, etc.

Facility must be kept, updated where 
necessary, and utilised, especially 
the sprung dance floor

Just bring back the buses through the 
entire street 



I think that the beach front is the 
perfect place to house the new 
Aberdeen FC stadium as it will bring 
much needed footfall to the area 
and help out all the local businesses. 

Need to entice more shops by lowering 
rent
Union St. definitely needs a revamp. 
Pedestrianising it and introducing 
greenery would make it a more pleasant 
environment, and then I don't mind if it's 
homes, shops or cafes that go there. 
Perhaps a mixture of all 3 would be best. A great area to make into cafe culture

A great asset to the city which is, in 
my view, spoiled at the moment by 
the amount of noisy and polluting 
traffic in the area.

Encouraging cycling and walking 
rather than driving, will greatly 
improve the area.

It's a building of great character and 
synonymous with the beach, so it 
should be brought into greater use.

A disgrace. Total mess and over run with 
fast food, bookies and cheap shops. 

Belmont street should be the hub of 
our nightlife, 

Maintain the beach front structure, 
the cafes fronts all need updated 
and cleaned. 

Pedestrianise al the way from Castlegate 
to Bridge Street. 
By new homes, I mean convert all the 
upper floors of the retail premises into 
living accommodation

NO NEW STADIUM!!
Option 1 - redevelop Pittodrie 
Stadium
Option 2 - new stadium at westhill
ACC do not deserve a new stadium in 
the City, they have put every 
obstruction in front of AFC in recent 
times!!!

Union Street looks terrible at the 
moment with all the empty shops and 
cheap shops. It should be completely 
pedestrian and with cafes and tables 
outside. Vibrant like in other European 
cities. In winter, we can have marquee 
and winter markets 

Remove all traffic restrictions 
currently in place

Improve bike lanes

Union Street needs to be smartened up 

Reopen Bonaccord Baths plus 
Aberdeen should have a Caravan and 
Motorhome park to attract visitors. 

Encourage better shops and licensed 
premises with outdoor areas to union 
street



Make begging illegal. They’re not 
homeless and the mounds of sleeping 
bags/rubbish add to the depressing look 
of the street. 

Again a stunning area that is 
unwelcoming and grim. This would 
suit a cafe culture refit as the space 
is stunning. 

I visited the beach on Sunday. What 
a dismal space! Utterly shocking to 
see the debris, concrete soviet style 
hard landscaping, weeds, list of rules 
outlawing multiple activities. The 
area could be stunning but is bleak, 
unwelcoming and has few facilities 
for the poor souls that visit. 

The Music Hall and adjacent rooms are 
underused.  It would be good to back to 
the days when charities or voluntary 
organisations could hire the hall, or 
another room, to hold fund raising 
events, at a concessionary rate.  They 
were always well attended and much 
appreciated, and brought people from 
afar to Union Street.  To reinstate such 
events would also bring a sense of 
community to the centre of the City. The historic Kirk of St Nicholas could 

be the centre of a visitor attraction.  
It could be a wonderful resource.

Consider to opening Castlegate to 
traffic again so that at least a bus 
service should go DIRECT to the 
Beach Ballroom, as before.  

 A frequent and reliable bus service 
to the beach is long overdue, and 
absolutely essential, if the beach is 
to prosper.  Many people cannot 
walk or cycle to the beach eg. older 
people, people with disabilities, 
young children, etc.    Certainly, for a 
family outing, it is simply impractical 
to expect ones to walk that distance.  
 It is important, also, that some 
buses go direct to the beach, not the 
long way round, past the shopping 
centre with ASDA etc.  There should 
also be a Land Train at the beach, 
just like so many successful seaside 
resorts.

NO football stadium at any cost, 
please
It would ruin the beach for us, and 
visitors to the city.  How could 
people enjoy a gentle walk or family 
fun on the sands, on a Saturday 
afternoon, with excessively noisy 
crowds, shouting and singing, before 
and during a match. It would destroy 
the relaxing character of our beach. 
God help any tourists who turn up 
hoping for a seaside relaxation and 
find themselves deafened by a 
raucous crowd We also deplore the 
loss of the children's playground 
which is heavily used and much 
loved by generations of children.  
This, and all the green space round 
about is absolutely essential.  This is 
not a building plot.  It is an 
irreplaceable resource, on an area of 
land which is meant to be for the 
benefit of all the public, not 
appropriated for one section of 
society.
Apart from the above, a football 
stadium on this site, along with the 
other proposed buildings, would 
utterly blot out the view of the 

Stop trying to make Aberdeen car free, 
shops are struggling as it is without 
making it hard for people to get into the 
city.

Stop trying to stop private cars 
coming into the city so the shops get 
more customers 

Leave all the open grass areas as 
they are and stop building on them

Re-open Bon Accord baths city 
centre exercise facility that could be 
utilised by city centre residents and 
schools (especially Harlaw). Practical 
and useful to Aberdonians!!

Dry slope, water sports & transition 
extremes together would be a great 
investment to encourage outdoor 
activity 

A fantastic facility in a great location - 
 use it more



Reduce unit rates for new exciting 
businesses and entrepreneurs 

Union Street is a dead disgrace compared 
to what is was when I first came to live 
here in 1962

Leave alone. Do you want people to 
com into Aberdeen??? Keep beach as it is!!!!!!!

Make sure transition extreme stays 
in aberdeen
Circular stadium rather than square.

Accessibility for the disabled is a priority 
for me such as parking places to sit 
outside

My concern is that with 
pedestrianisation people with 
limited mobility will be excluded 
forom using this space unless 
exceptions are made for those with 
blue badges to park within the 
pedestrianisation zone

Whilst pedestrianisation is 
important, there must be ample 
disabled parking spaces or 
exceptions made for travelling by car 
to the beach for disabled as well as 
plenty of benches so the disabled 
who cannot walk far are not 
penailised because they have to 
travel by car and are unable to walk 
distances from car parks. Not all 
disabled people have access and/or 
use wheelchairs

The traditional 'High Street' is clearly in 
decline.  More should be done to 
encourage small, local traders into these 
units and therfore more people into the 
city centre.  We are also missing a Civic 
Square type of space that would allow for 
events to be held or just people to gather 
in the good weather to spend time.

It’s very sad to see the condition of Union 
Street, it does not encourage anyone to 
visit the centre of 
town . Could be much better Could and should be much better Needs improvements 

It's awful I hate it being pedestrianised 



More and better access for surfers at 
tunnels and footdee end. Car access 
MUST be preserved so we can get on 
location with our kit. Some wishy 
washy green solution ie take the bus 
doesnt cut it and is not an 
acceptable alternative. We have an 
entire car load of gear to take with 
us when we surf. Preserve access to 
the beach for parking. Do not repeat 
your cycle lane blunder.

There is room for all this useless shit 
elsewhere in the city without 
crowding the beach and reducing 
parking availability. Aberdeen has a 
strong surfing and watersports 
venue and yet there are no showers 
for washing boards or wetsuits or 
yourself. Put in place permanent 
outdoor showers. See Ericeira Ribera 
D'Ilhas beach for an idea of a 
watersports facility. We have world 
class conditions and should become 
a destination. We need the faclities 
to develop. Build it and they will 
come. Come on do something useful 
you useless council twats.
Stadium must stay in the city, beach 
is ideal!

A new stadium site would be hugely 
beneficial and preserve a rich social 
tradition that is truly unique to us in 
the UK. Expanding and improving the 
cycle network would also be most 
welcomed and sorely needed to 
promote a cycling culture within the 
city which is sadly lacking at present.

Permanent cycle lanes along the 
beach should be reconsidered while 
also keeping free parking options at 
the beach so it’s accessible to all. 
Lane lines also needed along the 
road as a lot of dangerous overtaking 
and driving. 

Take a look at other cities around the 
world, they all have that one famous 
street that everyone wants to visit, make 
union street like them

Do not build stadium there, traffic 
will be even worst, more cars more 
pollution, more litter, build it at west 
hill, make use of the awpr.

Currently it is depressing street with no 
heart. There needs to be rethink to 
encourage businesses to locate there. I 
would only go there for Lakeland. 

I love the West End. The unique 
shops are appealing and far more 
attractive than the city centre. 



This used to be the heart of th city. It's 
been neglected and forgotten about and 
time and money wasted on other 
buildings in the city. Invest more time 
and money in Union Street, have more 
outdoor space (tasteful not horrible 
white plastic tents) and encourage more 
local businesses, not more chains. It's 
also important to generally improve 
public services such as toilets for females. 

Belmont Street could be like Ashton 
Lane - allow more tasteful outdoor 
spaces and encourage local 
businesses 

More of a cafe culture , would be good to 
encourage use of bikes around city centre 
or in a pedestrian area to feel safer 

Reduce business rates 

I believe the fundamental problem with 
Aberdeen city centre is lack of 
accessibility.  The public transport system 
is the poorest in Scotland, that combined 
with the trend of building unconnected 
and poorly serviced suburban housing 
estates has driven cars as being the 
primary and only mode of transport into 
the centre.  Two things drive the majority 
of peoples decision making, cost and 
convenience.  At the moment and for 
some time it is simply more convenient 
AND cheaper to take your car into the 
town centre (and I am saying this as 
someone who lives in town).  Increasing 
parking costs and closing roads to cars 
does not work, there needs to be a 
properly viable alternative to getting 
around town.  The current buses are 
massively overpriced, slow, infrequent 
and have limited routes available.  Other 
cities in Europe have properly joined up 
public transport systems where the 
trains, buses and trams are linked so you 
can buy a cheap ticket and go where you 
want by whichever means you want.

Doing this I believe is the single biggest 
challenge facing Aberdeen.  The drive 

The vast amount of empty office 
buildings that were originally 
beautiful granite town houses need 
to be turned back into houses, get 
people living in the city centre again.  
At the moment it’s a ghost town, no 
one in the offices and no one living 
there.  This is a residential area there 
are plenty of alternatives for office 
space.

All excellent ideas, civic squares and 
areas are what Aberdeen is sorely 
needing.  In the post Covid world I 
think city centres need to be 
repurposed as areas for leisure and 
activity rather than solely 
commercial and retail.

A common theme, I believe 
Castlegate used to be a transport 
hub, a proper fast connection with 
the beach would open the beach up, 
at the moment it is too far away to 
walk down busy roads so everyone 
drives / no one goes, see original 
point. It needs to be a hop on a bus, 
5mins and minimal cost and you’re 
there.  At the moment it’s walk miles 
to a bus stop that actually goes in 
that direction, wait forever, spend a 
fortune and go on a convoluted 
route.

I would remove the parking spaces 
at the beach front shops along the 
front (further along towards the king 
street end is ok), there is plenty of 
capacity in the queens links carpark 
or a dedicated car park could be 
created.  The road should be kept as 
bi directional over its entire length 
but the removed parking spaces will 
allow for more pedestrian space in 
this area. The transport links from 
the city centre and beyond would 
run to here.  The cycle lanes built last 
year were a good idea but incredibly 
badly implemented, replace these 
with properly thought out ones that 
work.

I think all are viable ideas but I’ve ran 
out of points.

Absolutely, a beautiful and historic 
venue but what actually happens 
there?  If there are things and I’m 
just not aware of them then that’s 
the problem, poor promotion.



Sort it out.
Should be the focal point of our city.
Architecture on most of the buildings on 
Union Street  is fantastic let’s get it 
cleaned up including gutters and see it 
sparkling.

Union street needs to reinvent its 
purpose, make the connection to union 
square better, grass market to become 
trendy cafe/ markets, escalator on trinity 
center It’s no longer a viable shopping area

Make the castle gate a permanent 
market or street cafe culture.

Build a new stadium the city is proud 
of, put a roof over it, build stadium 
facilities that can be used 365 days a 
year, Meuseum, cafe, restaurant . 
Put in a tram link from the city center 

Keep the outdoor cafe culture, but 
enforce a minimum look, plants and 
fairy lights for example

Embrace the beach area, make it 
more accessible.

It is sad to ssee the state of Union Street 
these days.  Regenerating the area is a 
must.  Pedestrianizing and encouraging 
new business to open would be great 
(food / bars / activities)

It is vital that we maintain Aberdeen 
FC in the city - I believe we would 
lose out significantly (economically) 
if the stadium moved to the shire.  I 
am greatly encouraged by the 
council's open dialogue with the club 
on this matter.

Pedestrianized Union street is great 
without traffic Shame not more of it is 
closed off! 

A segregated cycle path would be 
just the thing to attract people to 
travel to the beach without a car! 

This would not be a good space for a 
new stadium as it would continue to 
cause traffic congestion on the main 
routes in the city on football game 
days.

Clean the buildings, reduce rent & fill 
unused retail spaces with local SMEs, 
remove pedestrian widened COVID zones 
to stop buses blocking traffic flow. 



Union street is vital to our city but should 
not be the focus.  The centre of our city is 
the castlegate as it leads down union 
AND king and the beach.

To far from public transport links like 
bus and train station. Castlegate is 
closer to these links which will 
become more vital as the climate 
emergency grows This area is already fine. 

This is our city centre.  It is where we 
rally for politics, it is where away 
fans want to drink and it has always 
been a measuring stick for how we 
measure time gone by in our city.

The Beach is our most under 
developed asset. Dundee, Stirling, 
Inverness, Edinburgh and Glasgow 
could only dream of having our 
beach.  We have the sunshine the 
west does not and we have the best 
people in Scotland Dundee and Fife 
does not.  This should be a high 
priority for my council. 

Drone videos of a new Aberdeen FC 
stadium during a summers sunrise 
will become one of the most iconic 
images of modern Scotland.  Away 
fans will get a fresh ocean breeze 
and envy our city.  Seeing our wind 
turbines will demonstrate our 
commitment to green energy.  The 
city council must do everything it can 
to make sure that this stadium goes 
forward so that Aberdeen can the 
iconic stadium not only in Scotland 
but the entire UK. 

For those who live outwith Aberdeen and 
don't drive, they are brought into town 
by bus and dumped at a bus stop, from 
where they have to trail a considerable 
distance to reach the central section 
(Bridge St - Market St) of Union St.  This 
has discouraged many from shopping 
here, and as a result, more stores have 
closed in this section than may have 
done.  Taxi ranks are being moved further 
and further away and there is NO 
disabled parking close by.  Open Union 
Street up!!!!

Open roads up - I no longer visit this 
area as the road layout is too 
confusing - it's even hard to find the 
multi storey car park

Open up School Hill and Back Wynd, 
re-instate taxi rank and disabled 
parking. Otherwise you are only 
catering for the younger, more able 
bodied customers.

This is not a good location for a 
mobility hub.  Such a thing needs to 
be next to a car park or where there 
is a public transport destination - 
how would those with mobility 
needs get there?

There is more need of maintenance 
than new things.  If what is there 
already was brought up to scratch, it 
would be a very attractive place to 
visit.  Railings are rusty and 
dangerous, shelters are a mess and 
sand dunes have obliterated parts of 
the walkways.

Having a variety of events here is a 
good idea, but they need to cover all 
ages, tastes and abilities (and 
budgets).  In addition, consideration 
needs to be given to transport for 
getting to events.  Also, previous 
events have not been well 
advertised, so attendance is likely to 
have been due to word of mouth.  
Let people know what is happening.

How can Aberdeen City Council say it 
wants Union Street to recover and thrive 
and then deny people access to it

How can Aberdeen City Council say it 
is "green" and then plan to destroy 
the few green spaces in the city by 
burying them in concrete (and 
adding hugely to air pollution)

Take better of the historical buildings, 
make the street a tourist/cultural worthy 
area

Castlegate is underrated. The place 
has stunning beauty and is loaded 
with history. It could benefit more 
friendly cafes and outdoor seating, 
as well as a whole spruce up to 
attract visitors. Don’t get rid of the 
cobbles they are full of charm 

Get rid of the Parking spaces in front 
of the cafes (Promenade, 
Inversnecky etc) and restaurants 

A stadium would be detrimental to 
the green beauty of the Links which 
are part of the heritage of east 
Scotland. Add gardens, make it look 
nice, don’t add buildings and 
concrete to the area, create the 
appropriate surroundings to bring 
out the beauty of the existing 
buildings: the tramway station, the 
ballroom, id rather see a rebuild of 
the beach band stand and the 
bathing station than modern 
construction 

AFC - Hands Off Our Beach



Independent shops are needed on union 
street but due to rates/ rents this seems 
impossible. Stop the betting and vaping 
shops.  Better quality and more housing 
is required not student accommodation 
as this is plentiful. Also maybe look at a 
reduction in busses passing through 

 union street. 

But maybe concentrate on other 
road out with city centre where most 
people live,

There should be more of a 
continental feel for her with outside 
seating, more independence cafes 
and bars 

There is a dry ski slope at garthdee 
and Olympic swimming pool at the 
urban village

Designated cycling paths and stopping 
areas for all cyclists and delivery bikes 
would be beneficial. I enjoy the 
pedestrianised area of Union street and it 
forms part of my daily walk to/from 
work, the only thing that isn’t great are 
the cyclists that speed past pedestrians at 
close range, i worry at times that there 
will an accident one day where a 
pedestrian and cyclist will collide, all it 
takes is one step in a different direction 
and the cyclist not being able to react on 
time when they are coming from behind 
at a faster speed. 
It is a sad indictment of the state of the 
city and country when you see the 
current state of Union Street

Union Street is the historic heart of 
Aberdeen having been built some 500 
years past. For the future of Aberdeen it 
is imperative that this is revitalised and 
future proofed for the benefit of the city 
and its people. Making  Union Street a 
vehicle free area with opportunities for 
food and refreshments more than likely 
under cover although in the outdoors 
would be an excellent attraction for 
Aberdonians and visitors from across the 
country and hopefully the globe. 

As per my other comments on Union 
Street and Castle Street, Belmont 
Street is a further addition to the 
overall upgrade and enhancement of 
the city centre experience. 

Another historic area of the city that 
is crying out for investment. A 
natural hub for social enterprise. If it 
was tidied up to it full potential I’m 
sure this area would flourish 

We have a beautiful beech and 
beach front which is embarrassingly 
in disrepair. Revitalising of the beech 
will surely advertise Aberdeen as a 
place to visit and generate much 
needed revenue for local businesses. 
There are many positive additions to 
the beach front cafes and 
restaurants but additional support 
from council in tidying up the whole 
area is long overdue 

I am a season ticket holder at 
Pittodrie but I do not support a 
stadium move to the beach front. 
The beach front area is an excellent 
public space already, what it needs is 
investment to put it in a state of 
good repair, make it safe throughout 
and reinstate at least one of the 
public toilets. Moving AFC to the 
beach front is not in the interest of 
all and I would encourage Aberdeen 
council to support a redevelopment 
of Pittodrie stadium in whatever 
shape this needs to be to make it a 
city centre attraction and a positive 
addition to a future Aberdeen 



The biggest improvement Union Street 
could have is a good clean. The street 
cleaners do a good job but are few. We 
need more. Nobody wants a cafe culture 
if the buildings and streets are dirty. I 
speak as a resident of the city centre so 
Union Street is my local area.

The beach has improved alot over 
the years. It should have facilities 
but not overdeveloped. At end of the 
day the beach is the attraction. That 
is what people go finti enjoy the sea. 
If you build more it removes the 
natural beauty. I would be against a 
stadium as proposed as it's size and 
intrusion would be out of keeping of 
the area. Please keep an open 
expanse on the links. 

Transition extreme needs to stay or 
be rebuilt better in the same 
location , a lot of locals rely on this 
place a lot and none of these 
football fans would understand 

Aberdeen FC stadium must remain in 
the city, preferably the beach front

Appropriate cycle lanes (i.e, following 
Cycling by Design guidelines) need to be 
provided along the whole street and even 
the pedestrianised space if it’s to stay, as 
points of conflict between pedestrians 
and cyclists currently exist. At least there 
is a need improve access and exit to/from 
the pedestrianised bit

Proprieties are elsewhere as Rose 
Street seems do be doing well 
already compared to Union Street 
and shopping malls which are 
getting more empty by the day

There is a need for improved 
connections between south of Bon 
Accord Mall main building and 
George Street. The connection was 
severed when George Street was cut 
off to build said Mall. During 
lockdowns and currently, at closing 
time the fastest way to get to Union 
Street is through Harriet St, which is 
not a good look nor inspires a sense 
of safety given the look of the street 
and how hidden away it is. 

Repeat questions here, and also in 
the previous section (Castle Gate)

Support for the vulnerable, be inclusive, 
allow all to enjoy in some way, listen to 
everyone's views. I have internet access 
and communication skills, what about 
those who do not. We need to show 
empathy and care for all. Help the 
homeless. Give appropriate support.

Need to get theatres up and running. 
Creativity increases and improves 
mental health.

Public transport from Aberdeen to 
surrounding villages, like Kintore, 
Alford are key for jobs and well 
being.

Our link to beach is a wonderful 
option for good mental health, but if 
like me you don't drive due to 
disability how do you get there. If 
you are a teenager and do not drive 
how do you get there? Sign post, 
make it visual, step by step guides, 
speak to one step shop Autism for 
help with this. Some people need 
visual directions, some auditory 
some people are more practical. 
Need to appeal to all.



It needs more eating outside areas like 
cafes as outdoor living is more 
stimulating and better for our health. 
Also would encourage foreign and out of 
town visitors to spend stay over and 
come back as regular visitors 

Outdoor areas that are free of 
charge for all ages to enjoy are 
what’s missing, not everyone can 
afford to spend money at Codonas. 
Making outdoor space more 
stimulating, even creating another 
Maze, the one at hazelhead still 
attracts all ages, this needs 
promoted especially with the cruise 
ships coming to stop over

Again make it more accessible for 
families of all ages 

Money needs to be put back into union 
Street. There is nothing for uni students, 
no where nice to sit for lunch/dinner. 
There should be more nature and bins. 
Seagulls swoop at public all the time, 
nobody finds it pleasant going ti Union 
Street anymore as junkies will start an 
arguement with you

Union Street needs redeveloped to 
become a much more experiencial place, 
shops are not surviving there, cafe 
culture and a more continental feel 
would be great. Something like the food 
hallen in Amsterdam 
(https://www.iamsterdam.com/en/see-
and-do/shopping/overview-misc-
shops/food-hallen) would be an excellent 
opportunity for small local businesses to 
get started and allow people to have a 
personalised experience when out with 
friends. Central seating and lots of 
different food outlets and drinks outlets 
allows for so much choice.

Experiences on union Street are needed 
to help bring aberdeen up to date and 
relevant. E.g. Using tourist experiences 
from surrounding areas in the city centre 
as a starting point would be good eg. 
Distillery tour, brewery bookings or mini 
experiences. 

I think the West End is busy enough 
and nice to walk around at the 
moment and not the focus for 
improvements right now. 

Castlegate has the potential for a 
real continental feel, having lived in 
Holland previously there were 
people sitting outside all year round 
in cold weather and everything. If 
there could be covered areas on 
Castlegate to allow outdoor dining 
and cafes and maybe market space it 
would bring people to the city centre 
and allow a much more exicitng 
experience. 

I think these ideas will be great but 
are for the future, union Street and 
city centre needs to be the priority 
right now. The beach is starting to 
look a little tired but I feel like 
business at the beach is doing fine. 

The measures put in place for covid 
were terrible and not thought 
through properly and caused 
problems for traffic, due to being 
reduced to one (narrow) lane in both 
directions.

Why not refurbish the dry slope at 
Garthdee instead of creating a new 
one?



Open to all. Don’t take bribes and 
brown envelopes from private 
football clubs

Please put lighting in at the beach so 
you can walk along it’s length safely 

It is imperative we look after our granite 
heritage and maintain our unique 
townscape for future generations

Levy on property owners to enhance 
this area

If there is not already one, property 
owners in this area should pay a levy 
to ensure their buildings and 
shopfronts are of the highest 
standard

Our beach will always be a focal 
point of our city and the sport & 
leisure amenities we provide must 
be of flagship quality to attract 
people to live, work and visit our city

Open it up to vechicles as it was 
before. 

Maintain the beach front. Cut grass 
to start with. 

The street is a disgrace for what is 
supposed to be the energy capital of 
europe.

Outdoor Cafe Culture ARE YOU 
SERIOUS this is a joke we live in the 
north of scotland its too dammed 
cold to have a proper cafe culture 
year round. 

Remove the awful high rise buildings 
and give the people proper houses 
to live in before you try and create 
another mess.

stadium needs to be on the 
periphery of the city not at the 
beach. How are people going to get 
to the all these new facilities at the 
beach? The public transport system 
is non existent and finishes at 7 
o'clock at night.

you have not managed to utilise it 
fully  in the past what makes you 
think you will manage it any better 
going forward.

Leave access for cars on the beach 
for parking

Union Street was planned as a direct 
transport link with roads leading to towns 
to the North, West and South of 
Aberdeen. This link has been severely 
disrupted by making it a pedestrian area. 
The result is traffic chaos and driver 
confusion.



Let traffic back to union street and 
provide more parking or the city will die. 
You have made it too difficult to visit 
Aberdeen. 

Has lost its dignity, majesty and character.
Keep its historic appeal return roads 
to cobbles. Must link easily with Union Street Central to jife at the Beach

shopping opportunities need to be 
increased. poor links between 
middle and west end of Union Street 
with lack of good quality shops. west 
end parking is poor

how would a travel hub fit into the 
space? Castlegate shouldn't be 
cluttered. It works as an open space 
and should be kept as such. leave 
the cobbles alone

also improve connections to rest of 
city - could some buses be diverted 
from Kings Street on to Esplanade 
coming from Bridge of Don? 
especially during summer/events.  
More focus on leisure travel and 
facilities rather than general big 
shops and hotels and sports and 
flats.

There is no need for more sport 
facilities here and definitely NO to a 
football stadium. Beach shops need 
to be improved - small independent 
retail, nice independent food places. 
Where big retail unit is needs to be 
redeveloped so that there are more 
windows and shop on on the beach 
side (the blank wall that was built 
was stupid in the 1990s, even more 
stupid now). Need free toilets and 
showers, beach huts with electric 
and water supplies that can be 
rented out  - some on a 
weekly/weekend basis to tourists, 
others on a longer basis to local 
families/surfers etc. Need to turn 
beach into a proper holiday 
destination - a friend of mine would 
always say of Aberdeen 'the golden 
lights of Aberdeen' and had 
holidayed here several times in the 
1950s. Bring back the shove penny 
amusements and maybe some bingo 
on the front rather than just hidden 
in condonas. More ice creams stalls. 
Paddling pool (and not just for 
children, adults like to paddle too) or 
lido on the green next to the 

lovely place. needs looking after. any 
development around it should be 
sympathetic and not over baring. 
definitely needs more promotion - 
especially if going to be hired out for 
functions such as birthday parties 
and weddings. Maybe improve 
outside space around it so that there 
is a sheltered (out of the wind) spot 
for wedding photos - most of views 
seem to be of pipes from swimming 
pool and ropes at the rope park.

The stadium needs to be the main 
focus of this area 



There is currently not a sense of union st 
being the centre apart for geographical 
reasons. It is essential that business rates 
are reduced to encourage more cafes and 
retail businesses to afford a space on 
Union St, other footfall won’t improve. 
Utilising local art installations and 
benches and flowerbeds will improve its 
appearance 

Utilise castle gate as an events space 
for food markets, live events and 
festive celebrations 

Easier connectivity needed between 
aberdeen beach and city centre

Utilise existing park space opposite 
beach ballroom for children’s play 
park 

In desperate need of a revamp 

Anything which improves Union Street 
will be welcomed, and will improve the 
City of Aberdeen (being the main 
Street/Area). I have dedicated the 
majority of points to the Beach and 
Castlegate however, as these are two 
areas which I feel have the more 
potential - i.e. where they are now, 
compared to what they could be to make 
Aberdeen a better place to live and visit.

This is already a nice area, however 
improvements to roads, pavements, 
shop fronts, will make the area even 
more pleasant.

Like the idea of making Belmont 
Street an area of outdoor cafes/bars 
and independent shops. Lighting 
criss-crossing the street (or 
umbrellas like they have in dublin) 
would also add character. 

Castlegate is a beautiful (almost 
European looking) square with 
beautiful architecture. Unfortunately 
it is ruined/significantly undersuded 
due t (i) very inaccessible 
cobbles/paving and (ii) run-
down/depressing commercial 
outlets - newsagents, bookies, pubs 
etc. This has massive potential to be 
a hub for cafes, independent shops, 
events etc. Could also introduce 
"Boris Bikes" or Scooter stations as 
easy connection with Beach

Aberdeen's primary Assets. It gets 
extremely busy, even when the 
weather is poor, which shows it's 
huge potential. Rather than provide 
additional Sports/Leisure activities, 
which only a small minority will use, 
I think the focus should be on re-
surfacing/re-designing/modernising 
the promenade area - making it a 
more pleasant and appealing place 
to be. I always think Palm Trees 
would make the area look pretty 
unique/cool and the multi-coloured 
enclave (near the ballroom) looking 
out to sea would make a great 
restaurant (glass facade and outdoor 
terrace area). 

Boris Bikes/Scooter stations will also 
encourage people to visit the area 
and an easy way to make the short 
journey between Town and the 
beach

The football stadium should remain 
in, or close to, the city centre. It must 
provide significant business to local 
shops/pubs/cafe etc. and adds a 
buzz to the city on match days. It 
would be a shame to lose this. I also 
think the surf school has been a 
great addition, and could be 
complimented with a larger 
cafe/restaurant/bar area.

5

Union Street is a national embarrassment.
Immediate improvement has to be 
COUNCIL PRIORITY!!!!! beach ideal location for new stadium
Find a use for empty shops, they are not 
coming back. A hub for freelance 
businesses, creative spaces

Make this area a hub for 
independent shops and restaurants 

We need to have better restaurants 
and bars along the beachfront with 
better links to the city centre. 



Buses (only) need to come down Union St 
to encourage shoppers and allow better 
access to shops, especially to the less 
able/older public 

But there needs to be one road open 
for vehicles (back wynd) and access 
for delivery to those on Belmont 

Need easy flow of traffic and good 
parking to allow access.  More bins 
right along the beach (bridge of don 
end to Fittie)

Ease of traffic flow needs to be 
addressed, especially if Any new 
facilities are built.

Day tea dances . Ballroom lessons - 
keep the memory of it alive for 
future generation. Fix the car park

Union Street is the worst street and 
makes aberdeen look scruffy. Barley any 
shops and just run down

Encourage more cafes and bars and 
consider Sunday markets. Consider 
link to town centre 

Acc need to put the resources into union 
street to make it become alive again just 
like old times as the city centre has been 
left to rot. I have happy memories of 
shopping in town which the younger 
generation will not have. Not everywhere 
needs to be pedestrianised. Union street 
should remain open to cars and buses 
otherwise the whole city centre will come 
to a standstill and disabled people will be 
unable to access the town centre.

Again, not every are needs to be 
pedestrianised. Why can’t things just 
be left alone? 

Create economically viable conditions to 
attract and sustain a diverse range of 
shops, bars, restaurants etc.  With 
increase in online shopping, also consider 
what else might attract footfall into the 
city, perhaps some community-social 
based activities/interests. Provide 
integrated travel links that make it very 
easy, safe and affordable to navigate into 
and around the city. Proper cycle lanes 
and secure bike storage. Prepare for 
driverless taxi-pods.  

It looks a complete mess 



Focus on getting trade back into union 
street and stop the decay of shop fronts 
and the increase in vacant business 
properties - dropping the rates/rents 
permanently could help

Pedestrianising permanently outside 
Marischal College and making that 
area the cafe culture area would 
work better than outside of the art 
gallery

This could be a great outdoor venue 
for festivals and year long 
cafe/restaurant culture

Aberdeen beach is boring! It needs a 
pier, quaint beach huts and more 
upmarket attractions 

A nature reserve at the tail end of 
the links would be good. An area for 
dog agility training & 
demonstrations, pet shows, pony 
club events etc would bring the 
public back in their droves

There is a distinct lack of facilities for 
the elderly in Aberdeen. The beach 
ballroom made to cater for the 
elderly would bring back a lot of 
memories for that particular 
audience yet in a setting that is 
familiar and welcome to them. Make 
the events free to encourage 
participation and lay on transport. 
The elderly deserve some care and 
attention paid to them and their 
social lives in this way. 

The council should consider creating 
an Aire style space for Motorhome/ 
Campervans this would bring visitors 
to the area who will spend money

Too many charity shops and cheap pound 
stores. The area is badly needing 
upgraded. Unfortunately the reality is 
people will drive to where it is 
convenient. Parking in town is expensive. 
Aberdeen needs to move with the times 
and have shopping centres outwith the 
town. Otherwise people will continue to 
shop online.

Priority to keep the local football 
team within the city.

Freshen Union Street up. Make it bus 
only between Bridge and Market Street, 
at present Guild Street gets clogged up by 
all the excess traffic increasing pollution 
there. You can narrow Union Street to 2 
lanes for buses while still expanding 
pavements, increasing the amount of 
greenery, and improving transport links.

It has gone from being one of the nicest 
streets in Britain to one of the worst. 
Does anyone even know who owns half 
of it? What a shambles. 

Pedestrianisation itself wasn’t a bad 
idea, it was jist never followed up 
properly (quelle surprise)

The beach has become a rundown 
shambles. If you mantained things as 
you went along this wouldn’t 
happen - see also Duthie Park, 
Hazlehead Park and UTG, all 
neglected for years until they require 
massive refurbishment. There is no 
excuse for neglect and it is not cost 
efficient. 



I am a resident in a flat overlooking Union 
Street. I find the Council is full of wishful 
thinking and promises on Union Street, 
but low on delivery on common sense. 
Firstly, why does the Council allow cycles 
and scooters to drive randomly through 
the pedestrianised area and on 
pavements? Twice, I have nearly been 
struck by a bicycle travelling at high 
speed on the pedestrianised areas. You 
say these are safe areas. Are you having a 
laugh? Have you done a risk assessment 
around allowing cycles to intermingle 
with pedestrians? This current situation is 
highly dangerous. Some pedestrian will 
be killed by a cycle soon, it is inevitable. I 
am all for pedestrianised areas but only if 
cycles are segregated from pedestrians 
and this is rigorously enforced. Given the 
Councils record to date on addressing this 
issue, I have little faith the Council is even 
listening. You should look at Amsterdam, 
the cycling capital of Europe. Cyclists 
have their own lanes and stick to them! 
Secondly, I have had an application 
submitted to the CARS scheme since the 
beginning of March 2021 and am still 
waiting for a reply. The windows of my 
flat are rotting and do not open. I am 

Would strongly support this area as 
the West End location for a taxi rank, 
so long as it is not to the detriment 
of residents.

I think enough public money has 
been spent on this part of Aberdeen 
City Centre, and that it is in 
satisfactory condition. Other city 
centre areas such as Union Street are 
more desperately in need of finance 
for improvement.

This area is currently in reasonable 
condition and is a low priority for 
more funding, in my opinion. 
Previous attempts by the Council to 
improve footfall in this area always 
seem to fail. It is a cold, windy part 
of the City Centre that catches the 
sea breeze and it would be better if 
the Council would spend its money 
on other central areas with higher 
footfall.

Segregate cyclists from pedestrians 
and enforce it. 

The beach area is the ideal location 
for a new Aberdeen FC football 
stadium. Close enough to the city 
centre to bring economic benefits to 
this area, and to remain accessible to 
the majority of supporters (including 
those that use public transport), but 
far enough away from the area to 
avoid disturbing most Aberdeen 
residents. It is the ideal compromise 
solution for all concerned.

I don't know many people who use 
or care about the Beach Ballroom 
any more. Unless someone can come 
up with a serious use for it, either 
shut it or knock it down. 

Union street is the heart of Aberdeen. It 
is under-utilised and under appreciated. 
The whole of union street should be 
pedestrianised if any at all as currently 
the stop start, makes it hard. New routes 
for traffic should be identified and the 
routes around union street should be 
amended to serve the purpose of having 
a fully pedestrianised central Aberdeen. 
Additional support also needed to gain a 
higher standard of shops and to 
encourage people to socialise in the 
centre.

Massive space that can be better 
utilised. Hub area / social area

Again, a more social environment on 
the beach. Creation of bars / 
encourage the footfall in the evening 
to the beach for entertainment and 
social aspects.



Union street has been in a rough spot for 
awhile and I think many people judge the 
city by this street more so than any other 
area in the city.  That is why I think this 
area needs a lot of attention.  I would like 
to se a diverse range of attractions and 
businesses that could people a good 
reason to visit and improve a sense of 
community.  Things such as street food 
vendors, outdoor spaces for cafes or 
restaurants and a wider range of shops 
would help make the place more 
attractive.  I think the idea of making the 
street pedestrian is an excellent idea and 
I have see this done well in other places.  
I think it makes the city more inviting to 
those who come to visit.

Adding more attractions is an 
excellent idea as a common 
complaint about the city that i have 
heard is that there is a lack of things 
to do.

Get rid of the golf course, make a 
space for small start up businesses

Do what Dundee did,  built a new 
leisure centre and then level the  
urgent one

The same as everyone else Union Street 
and the city centre are just a mess since 
Marks and Spencers were allowed to 
start it and other previous councils 
decided to build the rubbish centres.  And 
it never stops, St Nicholas, Bon Accord, 
Union Square, the mess that is Marischal 
Square.

I don't know what public realm 
improvements are!

It's quite nice round there and this 
should be continued but I'm not sure 
the best way to do it. 

Leave the cobbles since nothing else 
has been kept good about the 
Castlegate.  Bring it back to how it 
used to be when it was busy. Total 
waste of space nowadays. 

It's a shame there is no public 
transport to the beach - it's our best 
asset.  Especially since the city centre 
became an embarrassment. 

Something could be done to improve 
it as like everything else it's been 
going downhill.  Not helped by the 
council removing the best kids play 
park in the whole of Aberdeen.  If 
folk can get to the beach and there 
are some decent cafes and a decent 
kids playpark you don't really need 
gimicks. But watersports could be a 
good idea - I don't know enough 
about it,  Ski idea is good although 
not sure it needs to be at the beach.  
I've no idea about e-sports.  But I 
would love AFC to stay in this zone 
and would be all for a new stadium 

 here. 

It needs some TLC - use it as a 
fanzone pre games at the new 

 Pi odrie! 
Everyone I speak to is shocked by the run 
down appearance of our main street.  
The lack of maintenance on the buildings 
is shameful. There are too many shopping 
malls which take custom away from 
Union Street.

Football stadium must be in 
Aberdeen to support the pubs, cafes 
and shops . Also enabling city 
supporters easy access to support 
their team.

Union Street at the moment is in a 
disgraceful state.  Far too many empty 
shops, buildings in a state of disrepair, 
anti-social behaviour and general 
dirtiness. 

More attractions are needed to get 
folk up the west end; it's always very 
quiet as there's not much left to go 
there for now.

Too many drunks/druggies hang 
about the Castlegate for it to feel 
safe.  I avoid this way when walking 
to the beach. The beach is lovely.

Beautiful street now looking neglected Great location for new stadium



A sadly neglected area of the city 
centre for many years, particularly 
the street surface. Encourage more 
outdoor hospitality spaces and get 
rid of the drabness and decrepit 
frontages, more usable street 
furniture.

Keep union street open to traffic but get 
rid of all the buses for goodness sake.  
They are horrible and really spoil the 
ambiance. Buses going past every 5 
seconds. 
 Cant they pick up and drop off from 
strategic points below union street, and 
there could be elevators or similar up and 
down to street level.  Fine as it is 

Belmont Street already is 24/7 
practically, so should have more of a 
cafe culture vibe 

Why were the underground toilets 
blocked off Light railway Dundee has a much better pool

A disgrace aesthetically at the moment. 
Use current powers to get a cleanup and 
restoration of the buildings already 
standing.., encourage businesses in so it 
doesn’t look so derelict. Encourage 
cleaner behaviour… litter and muck 
everywhere. 
Remove the bar in Langstane place and 
reopen it to traffic. Should the licensee 
be in place still????! 

Thistle street one way is not a good 
idea.. it’s become a hassle with lots 
of extra parking and cafe stuff and 
many cars still drive westward up it. 
Much more dangerous than it was 
before. 

Needs a good cleanup. Encourage 
more business .. I like the cafe 
culture in Belmont street 

Much busier now. There’s room for 
all. More bins to avoid/ reduce litter 
and inevitable seagull scavenging. Stop building on the links. 

Union Street is dire at the moment, 
empty shops, run down buildings and not 
just on Union Street and department 
stores, all gone. The pavements are all 
uneven and full of trip hazards.

Seating areas would be appreciated. 

Love this building needs to be 
maintained as a venue for various 
activities. 

Improve connections for active 
travel and public transport- not cars. 
Creating a hub without supporting 
infrastructure would be aware of 
time

Make active and public transport a 
priority not an add on

More green space at the beach - not 
less. 



Xxx
Please keep the footbal stadium at 
the beach close to the city centre 
and transport links

Union street is dead. There needs to be a 
push to bring back shopping to Union 
Street. Vape shops, £1 shops, charity 
shops and bookies do not constitute 
shopping

The one way system needs to be 
removed. It bottlenecks the traffic 
past Asda retail park. When the 
football returns, it will be horrendous 

Is there really a requirement to 
move the stadium and cause even 
more congestion than there is 
currently? Moving this would then 
open up Pittodrie to be used for 
building more housing and the road 
infrastructure cannot cope

It is a stunning venue and under 
utilised 

Union Street premises owners to have 
more responsibility to clean and grit 
pavements each morning

Make Robert Gordons College 
parents park legally and drve safely,  
make the college provide more self 
policing

Ban adult cyclists from full length of 
promenade/pavements

Build new Football stadium, cyclists 
can only use cycle lanes

either use it all day every day or 
knock it down

Union Street is the Centre of the City.  
After Union Terrace work should start 
next.  Buses Taxis only. 10km / Hr Wider 
pavements. 

Allow access to the 505 when the 
LEZ comes it!! Otherwise people 
won't be able to park and visit the 
west end

These questions are loaded so you get a 
response you want. The changes to the 
city Center has caused havoc for drivers 
and buses and causes more pollution 
because it takes 3 times longer to get to 
my flat which is just off union street. If 
you are going to make pavements wider 
and close parts you MUST give drivers 
routes to get to the Center particularity if 
you live here. And Bon accord street



Currently looks a mess. More pressure 
needs to be applied to building owners to 
maintain them properly. Trees and grass 
growing out of gutterings is not a good 
look.

Repair/replace access ramps and 
stairways. Railings need to be 
maintained on a regular basis and 
replaced where required

Require properly thought out and 
implemented cycleways throughout 
the city. These need to be made 
permanent and not be removed as 
soon as a few motorists complain. 
Cycleways need to be implemented 
so disabled access is not impacted. 
Probably the main reason for 
complaint over the beach cycle path. 
As a cyclist I would enforce a 
prohibition of bikes on the lower 
prom.

Union street should be pedestrianised 
during the day but should be opens up in 
the evening/nighttime, as a taxi driver in 
the city there should be night ranks on 
union street, it is essential to our 
business and also convenient to people 
going home after a night out

Better public transport to and from 
ballroom

With hopefully easing of restrictions get 
rid of wooden clutter and bring back the 
proper bus stops. Looks awful and 
nowhere to sit whilst waiting for a bus

Reopen Bon Accord Baths. Need 
financial help. Beautiful building left 
to rot. People working extremely 
hard to bring it to life once again Cycle hire to beach etc

Improve cycle infrastructure throughout 
city and beach. 

Out door cafe culture
Too many Phone shops, Bookmakers and 
empty units require to have a cafe 
culturewith outdoor seting areas on the 
pedestrian area

Union should have restricted car access, 
only deliveries, buses and taxis and 
should have better cycle access and safe 
cycle access from union to Duthy park

Improve cycle connections to the 
beach

Improve cycle connections to city 
center

More leisure and transportation 
cycle lanes please!

Westend has been neglected over 
the years 

Making more accessible for 
everyone would benefit Aberdeen 
immensely.

More sheltered seating areas 
needed. 
Perhaps a dog friendly play area 
would be nice as a lot of people walk 
their dogs there. 



Horrendous at the moment, need to get 
rid of SFP, get buses and people back 
there. Reduce business rates to 
encourage businesses back? So many 
empty shops, I'm embarrassed to think 
that visitors to the city see it.

Permanent cafe culture is well and 
good in some countries but we live 
in Scotland which more often than 
not is cold, wet and windy. A few 
weeks of nice weather April to 
September if you're lucky. 

Need to provide reasonable rent prices to 
encourage local businesses to open in 
city centre

I believe the stadium needs to be 
situated in beachfront area & is 
absolutely key to the plans 

Professional cleaning of the buildings in 
view of the public, makeshift signage on 
empty properties to make them look less 
ugly, 2 policeman night and day allocated 
to union street, a scheme to help more 
entrepreneurs gain empty units rather 
then poor chains/betting/charity shops. 
More green spaces would enhance the 
centre where applicable.

Union st is an embarrassment just now. 
Need to attract shops/bars/cafes. 
Pedestrianise from market st to bridge 
street and put in halo led lighting similar 
to the likes of what Benidorm has done in 
Avenida del Mediterraneo

Beautiful property which should be 
kept in good order also as a memory 
of time gone by

Union Street Footways were already 
widened to accommodate greater 
footfall.  This has now reduced 
dramatically as retail is no longer viable 
on union Street.  Buses should be 
immediately returned to Union Street to 
encourage greater footfall. Change of use 
of buildings is essential also. Residential, 
Cafes, Restaurants, hotels, leisure should 
be the focus. Greater engagement with 
property owners has to be priority. 
Attempts at this over the last 20+ years 
has been woeful in getting enhancements 
and improvements.

Existing Granite slabs unfit for 
purpose unless it is fully 
pedestrianised. Heavy delivery 
lorries are NOT suitable on this 
surface.  Castlegate is an ideal area 
for improvement and enhancement 
to buildings.  Encourage more cafe, 
restaurant and retail to the area. 
Outdoor Market ???

There is ample pedestrian and cycle 
facilities on the Esplanade. 
Improvements and segregation 
would help. 

Totally unsuitable for new stadium.  
Area should be kept open and 
accessible with improved links from 
city to beach. Create better 
segregation of traffic from 
pedestrians and cyclists with more 
innovative design layouts.

Redesign road layout, this has been 
ongoing since late 2000's with no 
end result???

No longer the heart of the city, it’s dirty, 
downtrodden and depressing

It’s a beautiful and historic building 
to be cherished and maintained 



Excellent location for the new 
stadium

Place looks like a dump. Smarten up and 
force building owners to maintain and 
clean buildings. Encourage local food and 
crafts into area with cafes ( outdoor 
seating)

Open union street back up as it was 
before as traffic is getting worse. Also 
people find it hard getting public 
transport nowadays l. And the city centre 
just looks a mess. Bonacord baths need 
to be added to this list 

Bonacord baths need to be saved 
nothing on here regarding this and 
its a disgrace.

More public events such as a market 
every week We need public toilets at the beach

Bonacord baths need to be added to 
the list.

Bonacord baths need to be added to 
this list 

It's an absolute mess at the moment with 
bollards doing nothing. Lockdown should 
have been used to better effect. 
Widening the pavements with a cycle 
lane too and cutting the traffic down if 
not completely pedestrianising it anyway. 
Outdoor sitting areas with greenery and 
areas to eat and drink (even post covid) 
should be created. The present 
pedestrainised area is confusing.

Improve the green outdoor space 
and access at the beach.

Negative points for large 
infrastructure projects that take 
money away from area 
improvements and do no make the 
beach better every day of the year. 
No to the stadium relocating to the 
beach.



It has become a ghost town due to 
Aberdeen Cities wastefulness.  Aberdeen 
Get a Bypass removing 100's of vehicles 
from the Haudagain Roundabout but 
continue with wasting precious Public 
Money on non essential improvements.  
Prio r to the commencement of those 
works the traffic had decreased 
immensely.  How can anyone trust the 
Council to get anything Right......Not a 
Lot.....Even a Public Referendum was 
ignored.....we the People you serve voted 
to improve Union STreet Gardens and we 
were ignored as it didn't go your way.  
You Used people like Annie Lennox who 
had never been in the Gardens for over 
40 years......

how can cyclists be accommodated safely 
without them causing issues for 
pedestrians? delivery cyclists are a 
particular problem in the city centre just 
now - causing concern among other 
travellers

similar to belmont Street/ Back 
Wynd?

walking, wheeling and cycling, 
events spaces and seating most 
important - no buses in here

what about cyclists - lots of mention 
of pedestrianisation but little explicit 
reference to safe cycling

ensure active travel network 
reflects/ connects to recent work 
undertaken from Bridge of Don to 
City Centre - already approved by 
council; what about disability access?

Pavements in town generally need 
improved to make it more accessible for 
disabled/elderly/prams.

Rates need to be attractive to draw more 
businesses in. 
It looks dated and dirty just now, far too 
much empty space

No pedestrianisation at all. It will kill the 
city 

Maintain priority for private vehicles. 
No bus focus or cycle focus. 



Pedestrianised with cheap plentiful 
nearby car parking. And pedestrianised 
meaning pedestrians, not taxis, not 
buses. Financial incentives to open local 
unqiuely Aberdeen retail e.g. arts, 
fashion, cafes - not chains like Costa, 
pawn shops or vape shops.

Any other city in Europe would have 
outside cafes and bars with music 
and theatre. We have jakeys selling 
drugs (conveniently close to the 
rehab centre) or hanging out of 
Portals and the Carlton smoking.

\It used to host events like the jazz 
festival and beer festival. Surely it 
could serve as a small scale concert 
venue along the lines of, but less 
grotty, than the Tunnels, Snafu, 
Drummonds etc 

Lack of buses Union Street between 
Market St/Bridge St hampers people with 
mobility issues

Weather prohibits outdoor cafe 
culture

Needs more disability parking and 
parking in general.  Ridiculous to 
have football stadium as blot on 
beach frontage

Union street is an utter disgrace.....the 
properties need cleaned and the shops all 
opened with good quality shops, not 
phone shops or pound shops. I am 63 and 
love my city, but you should all hang your 
heads for what you have done to our city 
centre which is Union Street

The beach cafe and eating facilities 
should be extended

union street has been allowed to go into 
a state of disrepair and the only way i 
could see any revitalisation is to have 
people having to go to the town centre 
and the only thing most people tend to 
do is goto a doctors and a dentists so 
unless your gonna move doctors and 
dentist there then union street may be 
the city centre of the past

development of the entire seafront, 
allow more cafe's and have the oil 
capital of europe being a seaside city 
not a city with an amusement park 
and a beach, pointless improving 
connections from city centre until 
you improve the seafront
Improve appearance of beach areas 
near beach ballroom. Better toilets 
and facilities. 

Stop pedestrianing key roads and streets. 
I'm not a car user but bus diversions in 
the city centre has stopped me from 
wanting to travel into the centre 

Keep football stadium away from 
beach area. This would destroy 
beach atmosphere and keep families 
away from beach.  Also cause traffic 
problems and grief for residents.  
Really bad idea !!

This would improve beach area and 
attract more families to a healthy 
outdoor space.  



Shared streets, not pedestrianised 
streets. Eliminate the curbs and prioritise 
pedestrians, then cyclists, then vehicles.
Build PROPER cycling infrastructure (not 
painted lines) across the entire of 
Aberdeen

Improve visual connections to the 
gardens and other focal points. Read 
Townscape by Gordon Cullen and 
lets have some proper street studies 
like Jan Gehl did.

Why do we need all this new stuff? 
Improve what's there already and 
retain the embodied carbon in the 
buildings that are there. 
And let's see design competitions for 
some of these spaces, get global 
architects interested in Aberdeen.

run it as an actual business 

Reduce building rates to encourage 
businesses back onto Union Street

The West End of our city is an 
absolute disgrace both visually and 
economically

The focus on mall retail has effectively 
killed Union Street, leaving it littered with 
empty units, generic brands filling the 
remaining space and no flow of route 
between city centre destinations that 
naturally lead to or through it. It needs to 
be regenerated into a welcoming, 
interesting destination in its own right. 

The beach ballroom could be used 
for pop up businesses, foodhall 

Union Street has the potential to be such 
a busy vibrant street! It is often dirty 
especially near Greg's and charity shops. 
The pavements are uneven. 

This is a very confusing consultation 
mode obviously designed to provide the 
answers the Council is looking for. Not 
user friendly.
I am not in favour of the permanent 
pedestrianisation of Union Street 
between Bridge Street and Market Street. 
This will do nothing to attract new 
tenants/owners to occupy the shop units 
lying empty at present. The road system 
around Union Street and the City Centre 
is not suitable. The lack of vehicular 
access to this part of Union Street makes 
it impossible for those who are unable to 
walk any distance gaining access to the 
shops. I do feel that the closure of central 
Union Street under the guise of Spaces 
for People was carried out without any 
public consultation.  

My refer to my comments on the 
pedestrianisation of central Union 
Street and apply my remarks in this 
instance.  

Remove the cycle lanes and one way 
system between the Boulevard and 
Wellington Street.
The cost for installing and removing 
the cycle lane from Ellon Road to 
Beach Ballroom was disgraceful. The 
Officers responsible for approving 
and implementing this ill judged 
cycle lane should be held to account.



Like simular schemes across the country, 
including Dundee, why not offer out 
unused properties to competition 
winners from university led competitions 
based on business planning, creativity 
and modern themes. The winner could 
have reduced rent or no rent for a year 
and use the space to see their winning 
idea for a business become reality. If 
after a year the business is predicted to 
be a success they can take on the 
property at full rent.

An up and coming area. Facilitate the 
community vibe of the businesses 
and hold more area events, possibly 
utilising Victoria Park.

Belmont Street has the potential to 
be a fun of activity, where bars and 
nightlife can flourish.

ACC needs to get a grip and follow in the 
footsteps of so many cities in the UK and 
across the world. You need to be creative 
in order to have beautiful city centre 
which will attract people into the City. 
Refurbishment of Bonaccord Baths would 
be a great start. Feeling so sad when I 
walk down Union Street and 
surroundings. Born here nearly 70 years 
ago. Come on Aberdeen let’s be proud of 
our City not sad    and embarrassed by 
what we have become. The sad City of 
Scotland.

What a sad street. Please remove all the 
pedestrianised trees etc, bring back the 
buses all the way up Union Street as they 
were before. Bring back shops. Look after 
these shops. The closed off section is 
awful. Connect Trinity Centre with train 
station and Union Square with a 
walkway. Those steep stairs are very very 
dangerous, especially when wet. Put 
bicycle lanes all the way up Union Street. 

Bring back shops!let the number 20 
bus and other buses go along here 
and along Union Terrace again 
please. Have more safe places for 
bicycles to be locked up. See 
community police walking around 
more frequently. FIX THE LOOSE 
PAVEMENT STONES ALL AROUND 
THE CITY. why don’t you mention 
George Street and the empty John 
Lewis. ( terrible) Please give us a year 
free of seeing those wooden 12 days 
of Christmas Sculptures. The lights 
on on Schoolhill are a net of 
Christmas lights. Really beautiful! 
People care about Aberdeen. You 
have to think of ways to bring people 
here. We used to have great shops. 
Please a talk to John Lewis again and 
get them to come back! Currently 
this city needs vision, care and 
attention. Instead of building the 
hideous plaza in front of Marischal 
College , you could have left it open 
with trees, benches, planting and it 
would have looked much better. 
Have some vision, see beauty and 
respect the great architecture you 
already have. Put the Christmas fair 

You say nothing about Broad Street. 
Lord Byron lived here! How about a 
plaque? You could do more about 
the culture and history of the city. 
Create walks which signpost famous 
people of Aberdeen. Open the other toilets please.



The beach is in dire need of general 
maintenance. Basic work need to be 
done to improve the appearance and 
curb appeal of the beach front from 
the railings to stair access down to 
the beach.

Utilise the hotel area and transition 
sports area for new football stadium. 
Change operational venue at beach 
ballroom for use for Esports facility 
and this could be used for matchday 
for football stadium along with 
differing food outlets for operational 
use 365 days per year.
Beach leisure centre to be changed 
and water park area to be developed 
alongside the ice rink

Stadium to have 40,000 capacity for 
large events
keep parking for watersports

You killed union street by building union 
square. Now people have nothing to 
encourage them in to union street . 
Union square also has created more 
traffic problems in area where this was 
always severe. Do not expand union 
square . Change use of most shops  in 
union square to encourage shops to 
move to union street. Reduce rents and 
rates in union street. Build lift escalator 
from station to union street. 
Stop putting out temporary toilets at 
night. It’s embarrassing. This does not 
happen in Europe . Why pamper to piss 
artists. Plenty pubs that they go to have 
toilets. If they can’t control bladders till 
next pub, fine them . Allow cafe culture 
to thrive . Tables on streets in west end. 
Bike scheme should be available as in 
london with bikes from rose mount, 
north field, kincorth etc . Ban 4 by 4s 
from city centre. More disabled parking.

Include more places that serve food 
rather than only drinking alcohol.

Take back the buses albeit poss only 
buses.

Have cycle lanes, but not with that 
awful street furniture.
Premises on prom should have to 
have windows on to beach. Livery 
colours should come under planning 
. Nothing garish and cheap.

Do not build football stadium at 
beach. People who go to the beach 
do not want to encounter football 
fans.

Tea coffee food etc should be served 
at all times. Let out if necessary to 
business or charity eg the restaurant 
that helps former prisoners , was in 
crown street, the bakers for people 
with learning disabilities etc. Have 
regular dance classes on the best 
sprung dance floor in town. Get 
more bands after covid. Have 
dinners.

Widening pavements and allowing local 
shops to use the pavements for sit out 
areas will add a feel of vibrancy to union 
street and really make it the heart of the 
city center

Update the facilities at the beach to 
make it more welcoming and easier 
on the eyes. People have taken up 
activities like surfing and body 
boarding during lockdown, 
supporting these activities by 
creating spaces that will be useful for 
partakers may open up Aberdeen 
beach as a center for more water 
sports.



Create a more social experience, utilise 
empty buildings and encourage and 
support local talent. A forgotten area. Utilise for more entertainment

Open to traffic, currently like a ghost 
town! Leave it alone!

Promote an European style cafe culture. 
With sitting areas along Union Street. 
Potential for a retractable roof along the 
cafe area. The whole project should 
promote bicycle use. You should be able 
to hire bicycles from one end to the other 
with ease. Special lanes which provide a 
safe space for users

The whole project should promote 
bicycle use. You should be able to 
hire bicycles from one end to the 
other with ease. Special lanes which 
provide a safe space for users to.

Afc are an important part of the city 
and to not have them within walking 
distance from the city centre it 
would be the end of many 
businesses. Infrastructure should be 
put in place to shuttle supporters 
along Union Street to the stadium 
from the train/bus stations. The 
whole project should promote 
bicycle use. You should be able to 
hire bicycles from one end to the 
other with ease. Special lanes which 
provide a safe space for users

Could be incorporated into new 
stadium design 

Castlegate Should be the hub, the 
epicentre and instead it’s truly awful. 

Imperative that Aberdeen Football 
Club remains in the heart of the city. 

make a covered area on Union St once 
Market St to Bridge St is pedestrianised

Please make a conservation zone with 
strict rules on signage and colour 
schemes. If legally possible, remove any 
betting shops. Improve public transport 
links, especially to areas of deprivation. 
But please invest even more in those 
areas than centre: city has multiple 
hearts!

Not a priority. General note on city 
centre improvement spending: 
please do not spend in such a way as 
to undermine finances of essential 
public services, or create need for 
job cuts (especially for lower-paid 
people). People more important 
than places! Also: invest more in 
areas of deprivation.

As a priority, please remove 
ridiculous statue of Charles Gordon. 
Nearby: Provost Skene's House. 
Please, please, please redecorate as 
before. The redecoration plan 
sounds disastrous: a terrible loss of 
one of Aberdeen's real treasures. 
The 'inspirational people' approach 
to history is utterly ludicrous, from 
an intellectual perspective. 

Not a priority area, unless there are 
known accessibility issues. (If there 
are, please sort.) However, if 
possible, remove spine-chilling 
military statue: sends out all the 
wrong messages about Aberdeen 
values and aspirations for the future. Not a priority area.

Definitely not a priority. The main 
thing is to ensure that the Beach 
Leisure Centre remains in good 
condition. Please do not waste 
money on this area.

Definitely not a priority.  Maybe 
there is potential in an increased 
events programme, but would need 
to know more to decide. (What sort 
of events? Who would they benefit?) 
Perhaps consult again on this.

the street is a disgrace, dirty unloved 
buildings filled with mobile phone shops 
and bookies



Building and pavements need cleaned. 
Less shopping centres are plentiful now. 

Could be an excellent open space for 
pop up bars, cafes and seating areas. 
Clean up the monument make it a 
centre piece. No other city would 
waste such a brilliant area. Live 
events etc. 

Beach areas could be used for more 
live events and encourage those to 
do so. 

Ballroom could be a really good 
events place or restaurant etc. 

Proper big trees please. Not the small 
rubbish ones in containers that don't 
really grow. Something should be done 
about the car park / bins on Broad St. 
across from the town house / next to new 
offices.  Why is that still there? Its a mess.

What about a park in Golden Square 
with a nice cafe. Get rid of the car 
park.

Would be unhappy if we were 
basically subsidising a football club 
stadium.  
Where's the big draw projects for 
Aberdeen. Dundee can do V & A, 
Eden project. Why can't we have the 
big attractions.  
Sort out the blank wall outside the 
range - miserable

Greener cleaner people friendly
Before you do anything to Union Street 
you need to get shops into not just 
charity ones and bookies  or pubs actual 
stores Reopen the Bon Accord Baths

Robert Gordons can pay for plaza. 
Public money should not be used for 
private schools

Put Castlegate back the way it was 
and put the buses back in there 

The last thing the beach requires is 
more cycling or walking areas. After 
all its got the widest paths in 
Aberdeen

Bring shops there, not just what’s there, 
shops that will bring people and passing 
trade, ie next… close one of the centers 
to gorse shops to go back to the high 
street.
Payments are wide enough, only one side 
of the street gets the sun, use areas 
better like Union terrace, Belmont street 
or the green for your cafe areas. For what? What’s there? 

What do we need a plaza for, it’s a 
wonderful area, use better lighting, 
make it fantastic with lighting, more 
flowers…

Can’t see what’s wrong with the 
beach, it’s used a lot, castle gate 
cobble stones are good, they are 
nostalgic… makes you think of being 
a kid when you hear your shoe walk 
on them.
Use the area, put markets, bear 
gardens, festivals… 

Wasted! Get more public transport 
to go there

A new park is a good idea as you 
have removed most of the old one.
Ski center would work.
Lesser center is old and dated so a 
new one would work as Dundee’s 
have, but then again if the pool just 
opened at normal times it would 
maybe be busy… cutely opens about 
1300 on a Saturday (in none covid 
times).
Stadium should and always should 
have went to the AECC area.
Just make one of the paths for 
cycling and one for walking, you 
have two patches that run the length 
of the beach, why reinvent the 
wheel.
Extreme sport center isn’t that busy 
as it it, why change it…

Just use the place, Beautiful building, 
spacious. Boxing nights are amazing 
there

Union Street needs to be more attractive 
to both businesses and shoppers/visitors.  
 At present it’s awful and looks so run 
down - it’s embarrassing to take any 
visitor there and say this is our Main 
Street and shopping area.   Buildings are 
very unkemp and need maintenance. 

Creating an attractive area for 
outdoor eating and socialising is 
essential.  

The Castlegate is so underused and 
could be a lovely area to focus on 
outdoor eateries and places to sit 
and socialise.  

I support the idea of the new AFC 
stadium 100%.  As a Dons fan and 
season ticket holder the idea of 
Kingsford and taking the club out of 
the city does not appeal and I feel 
keeping the club in the beach area is 
the correct decision. 

Closure has made Guild St a nightmare 
and bus schedules non existent. Does 
nothing to encourage use of public 
transport. 



Could it be made affordable for small 
independent traders to utilise empty 
buildings 

What about the Beach Leisure 
Centre? Will it be invested in?

Space designated for Motorhomes.

As a disabled person I have been so 
grateful for the extra seating on union 
Street. I would love to see that as more of 
a fixture, and without the seats being 
hostile architecture.

I love the seagulls but they are not 
conducive to a cafe culture.

Cobbles are really difficult to walk 
on, especially in icy conditions. I 
have fallen at the castle gate 
multiple times.  I want Peacock 
Gallery to have more prominent 
signage and to be better celebrated. 
It is so easy to overlook.

Beach needs a bus that runs later 
and more frequently. Pedestrian 
signage to direct people there would 
be great too. I am often asked for 
directions, and also about buses. 
There is already plenty of 
pedestrianisation, the covid 
measures were unnecessary. I do 
miss the pond in the playpark 
though, I liked watching the birds 
there. I also miss the art signs on 
Broad Hill. 

Maybe do something with the broad 
hill too. More benches at the 
playpark. 

I have no idea what happens at the 
beach ballroom even though I live 5 
minutes away. No point increasing 
things if no public awareness. I'd 
prefer more things central since 
beach ballroom is not great for 
buses.

Need to improve as can't go there 
with wheelchair or scooter

Skateparks in Aberdeen are severely 
poor compared to every other city in 
Scotland. With skateboarding now in 
the Olympics and with the ever 
growing numbers involved in the 
sport, this area should be considered 
as a main priority for the 
improvement of these facilities, 
whether it be indoors or outdoors

It’s so dirty, shops empty and horrible. 
There’s nothing to entice people to go to 
Union st. The councils fault for high rent 
rate and not caring about it in 
comparison to union sq etc. Union at is a 
disgrace 

Never go there as there is nothing really 
there

A lovely area for a lot of people in 
walking distance to enjoy the culture 
and create a high market reputation

To create a second boutique / cafe 
culture area in the city that links to 
arts and culture and provides a 
lovely environment for people to 
want to spend their time

Could use the old granite quarry for 
part of a water sports centre as this 
is making the best use of a heritage 
relic which in itself draws interest 
and tourism 



The buildings need a good clean along 
with the pavements. Need some shops to 
attract people on to union Street 
bookings & charity shops don't bring the 
crowds in. Bridge Street needs a good 
clean also, the buildings after Bridge 
Place are shocking Bern lying empty for 
about 30 years now.

Sad to see some of the restaurants 
closed down, as anytime we are 
down at Beach always plenty foot 
fall. Not sure we could cope with the 
New Pittodrie being built there, 
surely the could try extend Pittodrie 
ir stick to plan at Kingswells as 
fought hard enough to get the 
planning permission  there and 
residents didn't want it there either. 
Why go back on there word now 
when it's cost do much already and 
the work hasn't started yet. 
Aberdeen should move quicker with 
decisions as we are falling behind all 
the big cities & we were meant to be 
the Oil city. What happened to all 
that income

ACC has the ability to turn the centre of 
Aberdeen around. Looking back at old 
photographs shows how the people of 
Aberdeen loved the city centre. 
Companies must be enticed to relocate 
there. 

Relocate Aberdeen FC to this area is 
a must for the city and people of 
Aberdeen and the Shire. 

This is an area that looks awful and other 
cities like Dundee are ahead of the game 
after a revamp and thrive with a great 
economy now as a result 

Make it more user friendly for all. 
The bus system blocks the road as it 
has to stop in the only carriageway, 
very dangerous for all

This is a great vibe and this and 
Union Street should be a cafe culture 
with outdoor eating and drinking 
venues and "NO" traffic except 
emergency vehicles.

The beachbis an excellent space that 
should be revamped to bring more 
economy and better use of a 
beautiful space.

Badly needs revitalised and encourage 
shops, bars and restaurants to return. 

Provide plenty car parking spaces to 
allow maximum access and usage of 
the beach 

Make sure plenty parking for ease of 
access

Ensure plenty parking for ease of 
access

Thought needs to be given towards cycle 
space, that could potentially be shared 
with pedestrians - the current set up with 
the 'widened' pavements and the bus 
stops further into union street feel far 
more dangerous as a cyclist and 
discourages me from heading into the 
city centre.

It's currently such a waste of a big, 
city centre space.

So much could be done in terms of 
outdoor bars and restaurants to use 
this space to bring people in. 
Backyard Beach Collective is a 
fantastic example of people flocking 
to an outdoor pop up area which is 
still popular over a month into it.



Union Street is a long street, so 
personally i would focus on making the 
castle gate end more vibrant with 
pedestrian access, outdoor seating for 
bars/cafes, art etc. Union terrace gardens 
revamp to create a city centre green 
space is well needed.

Clean up buildings. Outdoor 
cafes/bars.
Opportunity to have a daily or 
weekly farmers market here.

Better cycle network needed for the 
whole of the city. If Aberdeen as a 
city is to play a big part in the energy 
transition market (which it should) 
then a sustainability investment like 
this would be a strong statement. I 
believe the network would be well 
used by all city residents. Is a shared 
city bike system also a feasible 
solution? 

N/A
Union street is a shame on the city. The 
building of Union Square has condemned 
the heart of our city. fill it with accessible 
community hubs, doctors surgeries, 
family oriented  services, make it a place 
people want to go. DO NOT BUILD ANY 
MORE MONSTROUS SHOPPING MALLS. 
UNION SQUARE IS A BLIGHT. 

the whole of Belmont Street should 
be pedestrianized, you want a café 
culture make it a café culture. with 
no lorries rolling past.

more gigs to be held here, best mid 
sized venue in Aberdeen & its under 
resourced

As part of this I think it would be great if 
you could also focus on opening up Bon 
Accord baths again. This is a great city 
attraction for people who like my family 
live in town. 

More street food, outdoor drinks, 
and outdoor seating

Any pedestrian of market street is a 
horrendous idea
There are enough problems in that area 
especially the bus stop at the Tivoli 
blocking one lane for a severe time



Encourage independent shops and cafes 
instead of betting shops etc 

These streets are nice enough as 
they are

Currently this are is just wasted. It 
could be so much better with a little 
more thought

Please bring back our unique Art 
Deco Bon Accord baths. It’s a 
beautiful building and a potential 
tourist attraction.  It should never 
have been closed. It’s of historical 
interest.

Make Aberdeen FC stadium the 
major part of beach front renovation 
I think an area where water sports 
and recreational areas around it 
would be fantastic. You only have to 
look at tillyfourie quarry to see we 
are missing something like this but 
safe to use in Aberdeen 

Scruffy

No stadium to ruin OUR beach area

get more shops into the centre espiscally 
a dept store

Acc should not in anyway fund AFC 
stadium even by discounting a sale 
of land, they are a commercial for 
profit organisation 
Support Bon Accord Baths

Union street is a mess , it needs cleaned 
up .The buildings look filthy with 
vegetation growing out of them .

There is a good selection of unique 
shops in this part of town .

The beach needs tidied up , too 
much rotten fencing and sand needs 
cleaned up, not enough rubbish bins.

COULD DO A LOT TO ATTRACT 
PEOPLE HERE WHATEVER THE 
WEATHER

LOVELY BUILDING AND COUD BE 
ENHANCED THE RIGHT WAY

A free bus continuously going from 
Holborn Junction to the Beach Ballroom. 

Make Castlgate covered and have 
cafes and bars serving outside, like a 
continental square. Have heaters in 
winter. 

Keep tidy keep pedestrian area 

Outdoor seating for cafes and restaurants 
to make us have a more inviting and 
cultural city



Pedestrianising the current section 
properly & keeping cafe culture will keep 
the centre alive. Plans such as the food 
market at the old BHS store are what we 
need, and as soon as possible. Belmont 
street is the life of the city, continue this 
through to union street with more 
independant quirky 
shops/cafes/restaurants/pubs. If this 
section is to shine the buildings are 
needing a desperate clean. 

Walked down Belmont & little 
belmont, felt alive for the first time 
in years!

The cobbles are a hazard, family & 
friends avoid going there with 
nothing to see & past injuries. Make 
travel quicker & easier to beach, 
improve footfall between union 
street & the beach.

The state of the buildings is a disgrace. 
Union street looks dismal, it’s an 
embarrassment!

The outside dining areas on belmont 
street are a fantastic addition to the 
city centre. It's great to see people 
walking about again window 
shopping and catching up for a 
coffee or a bite to eat. 

Union Street is unfortunately a disaster at 
present.  It is not appealing for anyone to 
visit.  Aside from making it attractive, the 
hub of the city and ensuring sufficient 
shops, cafes etc are worthy of visiting, 
parking has to be looked at.  The one 
thing that puts me off visiting the city is 
lack of parking.  I like the convenience of 
being able to park close to where I'm 
going without it costing a fortune.  This 
does not just mean multi story carparks 
but also parking on side streets.  Too 
many yellow lines in the town.  I have a 
disabled mum and young children and 
parking is a big issue when visiting the 
city.  Town is too congested.  It needs to 
have better infrastructure to make it 
easily accessible.

Nothing up this end of town that is 
appealing enough for me to venture 
there.

Too much pedestrianisation may 
look good but not easy to get around 
town via transport.  We need the 
convenience of cars with easy and 
cheap parking.

We have access to a beautiful beach 
but on lovely days it is too busy and 
congested.  If it was developed 
better with better infrastructure and 
plenty of parking it would make it 
more accessible and ease congestion.

Again, we have access to a 
wonderful ballroom.  This should be 
fully utilised for all ages not seen to 
be catering for the older generation.

Outdoor areas for eating that are more 
permanent



The new stadium would make the 
beach overcrowded with fans and 
cars disrupting the area and people’s 
daily commutes and activities. The 
beach is a nice calm place to go with 
green/ play areas and is a great hot 
spot for relaxing and going for walks. 
Greater car traffic could make this 
area more dangerous. Moving the 
football stadium closer would have a 
negative impact on this. Surely 
somewhere less pedestrian and with 
car park possibilities would be more 
appropriate.

Encourage independent retailers into the 
empty units.  Costs need to be reviewed 
for businesses to allow them to operate. 
If pedestrianised encourage cafe culture 
on union street.

Need to tidy up beach front in 
general.  It looks a mess.  Repairs to 
stairs to beach need done . Do it 
properly rather than the normal half 
job.

Power house the streets and buildings; I 
like the idea of a covering across the 
street; encourage quality independent 
local food vendors / traders  to move into 
the empty spots. 

Improve running and cycling signage 
and toilet facilities across the area 
and in the wider exercise areas 
where there is public space 

If the stadium moves over will it be 
at a loss of existing green space? 
Queens Links has already eaten up 
green space so would hate to see 
more space lost if not replaced. The 
new food trucks and surf / paddle 
board / sea swimming community is 
a breath of fresh air at fittie end. 
Could open air gym and open eco 
showers be put in place? Similar to 
what is in place at beaches in 
australia and New Zealand?

Union Street needs people living on it and 
a move away from office space. 

Need to keep the cafe culture and 
outside spaces 

The our door culture in belmont 
street is fantastic.   I’d be sad to see 
it go



Open up union street to traffic again , 
remove park let’s 

Allow taxis back onto Back Wynd , 
this was used by a lot of elderly and 
disabled people

Shuttle bus could run from the 
Castlegate to beach front.

Make toilets at the beach front a 
priority , traffic lights  on the 
boulevard need the timings 
amended , since the beach front was 
made one way and the cycle lanes 
were put in place there can be major 
hold ups at busy times of the day. 
When traffic is waiting to turn right 
towards Asda this cab cause 
tailbacks due to the cycle lane 
against the pavement and cars 
parked on the street .

Road at front of Beach ballroom is in 
need of resurfacing

Currently it feels like one massive bar 
with all the beer gardens not a centre to a 
town

I think this should be modelled on 
Stockbridge in Edinburgh - lots of 
charity shops, boutiques, nice 
butcher's and cheese shops etc.

Would like to see more events like 
the spirit and soul type events (there 
was one many years ago) and 
gatherings and dancing competitions 
and ceilidhs.

Belmont street is beautiful now. To 
see all the people sitting outside. 
That street has been brought back to 
live by pedestrians now and also the 
seating outside 



Unless and until Union Street regains its 
previous role as the heart of Aberdeen 
city, it will remain the sad and slowly 
decaying place it has become over the 
last 20 years.  It is an indispensable 
requirement to find a way to attract 
smaller businesses back to the area (not 
just drinking houses!).  Also, how about a 
sensible arrangement for cycle traffic? 
(completely ignored in the pavement 
widening scheme of last year) - If you 
want to reduce car use and promote 
cycling, it would be helpful to dedicate at 
least a part of the reclaimed street width 
to a cycle lane (could be a two way one?)

The Castlegate is a completely 
missed opportunity at the moment.  
In any European city, similar spaces 
are a focus for outdoor eating and 
drinking, and for various forms of 
entertainment and/or weekly 
markets etc.  Here we have almost 
nothing even though it's virtually 
purpose-made for outdoor 
entertainment. Because the 
Castlegate is a windswept space, 
thought needs to be given to (say) 
installing planters etc to provide 
shelter.

Please do not build a new football 
stadium at the Beach! (unless it's on 
the existing site at Pittodrie)

Reduce the bus routes on union street

I absolutely do not support the 
suggestion to make a new stadium at 
the beach. Not unless you improve 
parking, infrastructure, congestion. 
I.e. the cross roads junction at the 
weekend is gridlocked. 

skateparks, outdoor gyms, redesign 
the road layout with cycle paths, 
dedicated parking areas, a windy 
road with 20mph limit.

Allow traffic back on the whole of Union 
Street for easier access for elderly and 
disabled 

return disabled parking to Belmont 
Street

make Union Street a hub for shopping 
and attractions make it vibrant place to 
visit

make the whole area a clean cafe 
culture area just off main shopping 
area

keep area as is but improve 
connection to beech 

A must to make safe areas to walk 
from City Centre to Beach great place for new stadium 

A tram down union st and down to 
beach Need transport to events 

Improve bus station 
Refurbish the Beach Ballroom 
building from outside!

If there is a way of reducing rates and 
rent to make it more affordable for 
businesses. Would be great to see things 
other than vape and charity shops on our 
high st

Would be lovely to see this part of 
the city (as an extension of union st 
become a hub for cafes and 
restaurants 

We have marischal square - let’s 
make more use of that as a plaza

What is missing from her and I think 
should be the biggest priority is 
access to the beach. There is virtually 
no access between fittie and 
cadonas as there is a drop at the 
bottom of steps. Surely this should 
be the priority so we can make full 
use of our gorgeous beach. 

Making the most of this unique 
resource is vital. In my opinion just 
making the beach more accessible



During lockdown we walked the length of 
Union street admiring all the beautiful 
buildings  attract the right kind of shops 
and cafe the pavements are wide enough 
let’s get some beautiful shops cafe small  
independent shops bring colours to the 
shop windows we do not require trees 🌲 
just nice shops and  coffee shops  I have 
to say Aberdeen city council have so let 
the people of Aberdeen down please 
please do the Correct thing this time for 
all our sakes let us have pride in our city 
our buildings are beautiful

I have seen many spaces like the 
castle gate in other cities cafes using 
outside space for arts and crafts so 
many people have turned hobbies 
into business let them have spaces 
built for all weathers 

We are so lucky in Aberdeen to have 
some fantastic places and the Beach 
is one of them I would like to see 
shops in the area all facing the beach 
front….we already  have toilets 
which I have to say are wonderful do 
not upgrade these as Aberdeen 
people love them 

Beautiful brilliant building use it as a 
wedding venue 
Entertainment, use what we have 
stop trying to reinvent the wheel 

Integrated with any future Belmont 
Street cafe culture development.

Linked to pedestrianisation of 
central section of Union Street

Ban smoking in the outdoor cafe 
area so that the fresh air can be 
enjoyed without disgusting smoking 
/ vaping stench.

Ensure car parking is available so 
those that wish to visit the Beach 
Public Spaces can actually get there 
as there are a lack of direct public 
transport routes.

Ensure car parking provided so that 
those wishing to use the cycle 
network for active leisure are able to 
transport their bicycles there by car 
instead of having to cycle miles up 
and down hills to get there and back.

Union Street should be something that 
attracts visitors. This has failed of late 
and rates are putting local businesses off 
opening independent stores. 

This area would be ideal for the cafe 
culture of Europe, with bars, 
restaurants and cafes, an abundance 
of space would allow for proper 
outdoor seating areas without 
encroaching on pavements. 

Encourage people to go to the beach 
all year round, more needs to be 
done to provide spaces people want 
to go to. There should be more 
leisure options available and 
sporting options, lately there had 
been a surge in water sports, let's 
make this more permanent. 

The old leisure centre is dated, and 
needs freshening up, there is land 
available nearby, push to get more 
leisure business in the area, cycle 
hire companies, with bikes for all 
ages, as mentioned look to relocate 
the snow sports centre to the beach, 
great views. The prospect for the 
moving of the football stadium I 
understand, but permission is in 
place for westhill, why change that 
now. If a change is an option, the site 
for the old AECC with its close 
proximity to the AWPR must be a 
better option than the old Hilton 
hotel. 

Union street suffers from a lack of shops, 
there is no reason to even go there 
anymore, this is a total shame.  Not to 
mention the unused building dilapidating 
more and more with each passing day

Esports is a growing market, 
something I'd like to see the city tap 
into considering the amount of 
gamers we have in the city alone.



It is a shame so many premises are now 
empty on Union St. It would be great if 
small local businesses could occupy these 
and there was more incentive for people 
to support these businesses.

outdoor cafe sounds lovely, apart 
from potential negative impact from 
seagulls

Make Union street a beautiful place that 
is the beating heart of the city, not the 
closed off, closed down place it has 
become.  

Open the castlegate giving more 
direct access to the beach, 

Make the beach an area where 
people go to with more to do rather 
than just shops

Union street needs reopened 

Seating to be provided for elderly people 
who like shopping but get tired walking.

For the city's main street Union Street is 
embarrassing - far too many unused 
buildings and wasted space (eg the 
Castlegate) as well as ugly / unattractive 
areas like St Nicholas Street.  The growth 
of the shopping malls, Union Sq in 
particular, has been a massive draw of 
people vaway from Union Street

Massively underused resource of the 
city

Think the important point here is 
that Bon Accord baths are 
supported. Think they should be 
included in this plan as all Aberdeen 
citizens would benefit from their 
refurbishment! 

Think refurbishment of Bon Accord 
baths in the city centre would be 
more beneficial. Easy to get to using 
public transport and the baths being 
a beautiful building would be a 
major draw to the city centre! 

I strongly disagree that Union Street 
should be pedestrianised. This is 
deterring people from going into the city.  



Compared to Princes street, union street 
is embarrassing for the city. Granite 
needs cleaned, new shops, 
pedestrianised and make it more 
welcoming. 

Modernise the area to include 
market space, outdoor dining and 
general clean up. More appealing to 
locals and tourists 

More bars, restaurants and 
connection to the beach from city 
centre. We have great views and 
great Potential that has never been 
utilised  

Need to open up again for businesses and 
shoppers alike. Affordable and accessible 
parking particularly at the Holburn end.

Long overdue. Pavement and road 
surfaces in poor state of repair

A great resource for the City, would 
benefit from promotion and 
continued investment.

Cheaper rates for shops. Get union street 
a life again 

Absolutely vital that a new stadium 
for AFC and the community is built at 
the beach if retaining and 
developing Pittodrie is not a viable 
option 

Love the idea of part pedestrianisation. 
Needs to be backed up with more 
local/cultured shops/cafes however. 
Can't be packed with bookies and pound 
shops.

Cafe culture will dramatically 
increase the beauty of the heart of 
our city. Seeing people outside 
enjoying themselves brings joy to 
your own world, does it not?

Having a new stadium near the 
beach (and in particular *not* in 
westhill) will keep/increase the 
public spending within Aberdeen to 
help build the economy. An example 
being father and son driving into 
town to watch the Dons, mum and 
daughter go to the shops etc - 
without sounding old fashioned, this 
can easily be reversed and adapted 
to fit, but going on older stereotypes 
and from what I see within my own 
friend groups, this would be the 
case. Moving the stadium to Westhill 
would kill a lot of bars over time, due 
to severe decrease in weekend 
revenue.

It’s uninviting and tired. Needs better 
care, cleaning and maintenance. Support 
more local and independent businesses 
to draw in visitors and locals. Provide 
outdoor seating for coffee and meals. 

The focus needs to be on Union 
street as a whole which will 
automatically encourage people into 
the West End

More control required for dog 
owners. So many are unruly and 
current dog restrictions not 
enforced. Bins needs replaced that 
seagulls cannot get access to.  All 
rails & fencing need taken better 
care of, beach area cleaned regularly 
and surfaces improved

It’s a lovely & historic building of the 
city. It needs some TLC on the 
outside to make it stand proud on 
the Beachfront which it deserves 



The wooden bus shelters/seats/plant 
pots and orange bollards look cheap. 
Make the street look tacky and worse. 
Actively avoid as the look of the strees 
causes me stress. The streets should be 
kept clean. The nicer the area the more 
attractive to the public. Nice bars & 
restaurants. Other cities seem to manage 
this very well and Aberdeen somehow 
end up with a cheap tacky setup? 

This area is very nice. Always kept in 
good condition. Other areas of city 
centre could learn from this

It’s a wide open space. Definitrly 
think more could be made of this 
space. 

I think focussing on developing 
existing facilities and make more 
appealing, as opposed to new 
facilities

It is dead, it's a waste of time, and should 
be returned to residnetial living. Who cares? Not interested, awful part of the city

What is the point?? Literally no one 
cares.

The beach is a dump. And any notion 
that it is an an ideal location for a 
stadium is laughable. If Cormack has 
nixxed the Westhill development, 
then he is an idiot, and is not fit for 
purpose

I could not care less. the beach is a 
dump and always will be

Awful place, poorly maintained and 
just an horiffic building outsideand in

We have an obsession with widening 
pavements and pedestrianisation 

Outdoor cafe culture sounds great 
but this is north east Scotland not 
Mediterranean, maybe another 50 
years of climate change will warm 
things up for us

It’s about time the access stairways 
to the beach were sorted and 
opened up again, tidy up the existing 
walkway along the beach front from 
Footdee to Bridge of Don

The change seen due to the Covid19 
pandemic has had a profound effect on 
how people shop, with the move to 
online now fully in place. This is 
demonstrated by the decision of John 
Lewis to close their store in Aberdeen. 
Shopping has changed and society must 
change with it. Union Street can and 
should still have shopping facilities but it 
will never be the same as bygone days 
with E&M’s Watt and Grant and several 
other large thriving department stores. 
We must therefore change with the times 
and make Union Street a space that is 
pleasurable to visit and has options to 
eat, drink, shop and spend quality time. 
This would have to include quality living 
accommodation that is safe and quiet 
that would allow people to move back 
into the city centre.
My wife and I cycled to the beach 
through Union Street during 2020 using 
the pedestrian precinct between bridge 
Street and Market Street it was a great 
cycle and showed us that with good 
planning the link could be made allowing 
easy movement between the beach and 
city centre. However I think that Union 
Street is a vital artery within Aberdeen 

Keeping the Aberdeen Football Club 
stadium at the beach within easy 
reach of the city centre will keep the 
match day experience within the city 
centre. Help businesses within the 
city centre and overall help to 
regenerate the beach front and the 
city centre. It must be done in 
tandem with transport links that will 
allow both home and away 
supporters to easily access the 
facility and leave without causing 
excessive disruption or 
inconvenience to the residents and 
businesses in close vicinity of the 
stadium. A world class stadium fit to 
hold not just football matches but, 
rugby athletics, concerts and so on 
would be a great asset to the city 
and provide great facilities and 
events for the Aberdonians of the 
future.



need better connections for public 
transport to beach in the evenings

Pavements are plenty wide. Leave 
the green spaces GREEN 

Stop building on our only free green 
space. Families gather there, I use it 
every day. Move the stadium to 
Kingswells as planned and for once 
focus on providing FREE green space 
for use by all 

Increase number of music events

Bring in more street cafes on Union 
street, outside seating. Keep it 
pedestrianised. Tidy buildings up.  Too 
many falling into disrepair.  Trees, weeds 
growing out of chimneys and gutters.  
Owners should be responsible for this! 

Keep the football stadium at the 
beach.

Reducing rents and encouraging small 
businesses. Extending market place 
throughout union street. Revamping the 
market, to make similar to London 
markets 

The beach should be a huge focal 
point in aberdeen, with more 
sociable areas, markets, sports etc. 
And being able to get to and fro from 
anywhere in the city without 
requiring a car would help make 
things more accessible.

Encourage small more social business to 
the high street, soft play, markets, cafes, 
experiences rather than retail

Pedestrianise this area and 
encourage small pop up business 
with no fees

Restore to former glory, remove 
awful upper extension and 
encourage more events



Union street needs to change, the impact 
of John Lewis, Debenhams and post 
COVID shopping habits are yet to be 
understood but it will not return to as it 
was Pre-Union Square. Encourage people 
to live and work and even play in one of 
the major locations in Aberdeen, even a 
roof or plants to reduce the wind to make 
being there more pleasant.

How do you get people from 
Castlegate to the beach, links to the 
beach must be put in place. Hop on 
hop off transport. Having it blocked 
off and then messing up the access 
via king street has never been good. 
Needs to be better. 

Please use the space wisely, having 
the back of a building on a prime 
beachfront location is a travesty. 
Look to encourage small businesses 
and craft shops to the beach front. 
Make walking from the leisure 
centre past the back of the Range a 
line of different shops, cafe’s and 
small businesses. Look at using the 
lower section of the beach front by 
building small units into the banks 
and offer low rents. Let’s get people 
to the beach, walkers with dogs, 
cyclists, people getting exercise. It’s 
a fantastic location.    Oh fix the 
access to the beach along the whole 
front - barriers and broken 
steps/walkways is an 
embarrassment to Aberdeen. 

We have a fantastic but under-
utilised beach front. The option to 
bring people to the beach should not 
be underestimated. Transportation 
&parking please

Maintain what is already there. 
Spending on new projects makes no 
sense if the rest of our city centre 
building are falling apart. 

Make the new football stadium as 
planned out of the city. Think bigger 
and make a pier like Blackpool. 
Something insane for an attraction. 

Heck even open up the piers in the 
harbour with safety measures so 
people can walk along them. You 
could even turn it into a nice glass 
building along them or something. I 
feel like the lack of creativeness from 
this council has been shocking

So many things you can do and 
should do but money has just been 
wasted at every turn. Do better



Main priority should be removal of the 
social distancing restrictions. Ensure 
traffic can use again to allow access for 
elderly and disabled people to our city 
centre instead of the current eye sore 
restrictions.

Were the restrictions not originally going 
to be temporary??? No public realm. 

No pedestrian areas- these have 
failed in the city and caused massive 
distress to residents who can no 
longer access facilities 

Just for the 4 wheeled access and 
walkers. 

Do not encourage more dangerous 
cyclists

No drop off point required if you just 
let cars use- think smart save the 
money !

Is this a joke pedestrianise the 
beach! The most open space 
imaginable with high wind Hardly 
any pollution. 

The bike system didn’t work very 
well at last attempt. No doubt a 
Pedestrian area would be as big a 
catastrophe 

Support local business (for a change) 
by backing the new stadium. 

No cycle route - cyclists have been 
danger to elderly and nothing is 
done about it. Should be trying to 
get cyclists to stay out of city centre 
before more people get seriously 
injured by irresponsible cyclists

Is This survey is a joke ! Very hard to 
get the required 500 points to 
submit without supporting some of 
the non sense space for people type 
initiatives follow on or similar cycling 
focused schemes.

City should be returned to pre Covid 
conditions and any changes go 
through a full formal planning 
consultation over years like what 
happened with Aberdeenshire and 
the bypass / AWPR

In my opinion city residents have not 
been given a similar  opportunity 
and do not get listened to. 

Spaces for people scheme have 
several serious draw backs I 
expressed these last year . Was 
greatly concerned about access for 
emergency services. The new  
parking system on rosmeount place 
are also extremely dangerous in my 
option but Aberdeen city council do 
not take these concern seriously in 
my opinion as long as they can get a 
photo opportunity for cyclists.

Make community food-growing visible in 
the city centre.  Community orchards and 
raised beds could help people in food 
poverty access fresh food.  It could also 
provide a healthy / intergenerational 
space for low-impact exercise and 
socialising.

Community food-growing places in 
the parks for local schools to use.

Provide urban food-growing spaces 
to support a sustainable lifestyle 
choice.  Most people are in flats and 
there are no allotments nearby.  
Allotments further out are over-
subsrcibed with lengthy waiting lists.

Add somewhere to grow food - 
raised beds / community orchard.  
Few people have gardens in this area 
and little opportunity to grow their 
own.  Could greatly improve mental 
health outcomes and provide a 
space for people to meet. 

Bring back the cycle way along the 
esplanade.  Manage the public 
spaces for wildlife as it is such a 
great place for birds.

A new park should strongly be about 
creating spaces for nature.  Stop 
mowing the grass - create a mixture 
of planting - keep it natural looking 
and in keeping with a coastal setting.  

Could the road traffic be diverted 
behind the Beach Ballroom?  Outside 
the ballroom could be a great 
destination for people to be 
encouraged to sit / meet friends / 
watch wildlife.  

Need modern eco homes for elderly, not 
more student accommodation 
Union street is unsightly these days, 
empty shops, rubbish, too many chairing 
shops, not a desirable destination 

A space currently underutilised. I did 
some academic research into 
utilisation and happy to share

Better lighting required and areas of 
interest (sculptures, artwork etc) 
would be a very positive 
development for the area



Absolute disgrace and embarisment

Do not use the architect who 
designed the Beech Leisure area i.e 
originally "Amadeus". The view from 
the Beech front looks like a prison.
Do not move the football stadium 
the crowds coming out after the 
matches will devastate the beech 
area for families

Love the Beach and with minor 
improvements it could be a major 
attraction

Looks ugly with only betting shops, vape 
shops and pound stores

Remove all the clutter and make access 
for people with disabilities a priority. 
Clean and maintain the buildings and 
make the granite sparkle once again

Involve all businesses in the area not 
just the select few Another ideal space for cafe culture. Keep the beach area for the public

Keep the beach area for all the 
public. No stadium -  football deters 
other general public to stay away 
from the area on match days so 
Kingsford is the best place for it

The beach ballroom is an iconic 
building and so much more events 
etc could be hosted in it

More independent shops with lower 
rental rates. More family orientated 
things to do.

Do not build a ski slope. Waste of 
money. Focus on shelters and toilets. 

New play Park more like Aboyne 
with its fantastic selection of items.

Roof over central section with glass roof, 
will give year round street cafe culture

I think union street needs to be more 
diverse use. It would be great to see the 
empty units used. Perhaps those above 
shops could be affordable homes.

Any outdoor cafe culture needs to be 
weather proofed. Could a glass roof 
cover Belmont street from October 
to April?

This space is very under used. I’m 
sure a weather proof outdoor area 
for food and drink could be possible.

There is a train line that runs under 
the boulevard. Could a commuter 
station be installed in this area?

The beach area, combined with 
sports village, should be a centre of 
sporting excellence including golf, 
athletics, swimming, cricket, ice 
hockey, football etc.

A new community football centre 
should be at the very heart of this.

A new beach ballroom should be an 
intergral park of a new stadium 
design. This could double up on a 
match day as a fan zone to maximise 
revenue.

Union Street is a disgrace!  It needs more 
private, local businesses and not a 
prevalence of betting, charity and bargain 
basement shops.  It needs cheaper car 
parking and easier access for locals

Current arrangement is a nightmare!  
 I walk from Holburn junction to 
Belmont Street daily and the 'spaces 
for people' measures have made 
roads dangerous to cross and 
imposed lots of trip hazards.

It needs a cafe culture.  UTG should 
be brought to street level to make it 
safe and enjoyable.

Its pedestrianisation leads to its 
obvious use for cafe culture.  Please 
encourage this.



@At the moment, it’s an absolute mess! 
You should all be ashamed of yourselves! 
The central artery of the city has been 
blocked off, choked. No one can shop 
there anymore. It’s heart-breaking to 
know our city centre has been 
systematically destroyed by stupid 
schemes that have made the main areas 
inaccessible. Yes, there’s a problem 
everywhere with retail outlets, but you 
have contributed to the demise of 
shopping in Aberdeen. As residents of an 
Aberdeen satellite area, we now see no 
reason to visit the city centre. Your 
options above for allocation of points is 
garbage! Yes, you should remove street 
clutter- ie all the stupid rubbish down the 
middle of the street. By all means 
discourage driving in the centre but you 
need to improve public transport if 
you’ve any hope of bringing people back 
to the heart of the city. We grieve for 
what has been allowed to decay and die. 

Cheaper parking would be great. Don't get rid of the cobblestones.

Not sure what you mean by active 
travel and connections etc 
throughout this survey. If you want 
to get people out of their cars then 
you need to work on alternative 
options first like cheap, reliable 
buses .

I don't think we need a park at a 
beach.

Please dont build a stadium - it 
would spoil so much.

A watersports centre and a ski slope 
would be great for everyone, 
especially kids. But it needs to be 
priced so the poorest people can use 
the facilities.  

What about bikes for rental? Would 
be good at Duthie park too.

It seems old and outdated. Maybe it 
could be the watersports centre?

Can’t get any worse 

Such an under utilised facility - but 
council catering doesn’t have a good 
reputation and are the facilities 
modern 

Do not pedestrianise it as the 
infrastructure round about it is not good 
enough.



Spend some money on actually tarmacing 
the roads of Aberdeen, I've been in 
warzones and their roads are better 
quality than Aberdeen city's. The places 
for people spend during lockdown was 
the biggest waste of tax payer money I 
have ever seen. If you want people to 
cycle like me, don't waste money on 
gimmicks like stupid bollards everywhere, 
just tarmac the road so cyclist don't keep 
falling into potholes

Need to reverse movement of shops from 
Union Street into shopping centres

Used to be travel hub but now 
turned into desolate landscape with 
difficult walking surface

You must stop the pedestrianisation of 
Union Street - it just has more room for 
people begging on the street - it is 
horrible and intimidating walking down 
there just now. Also now impossible for 
my child to catch buses to and from 
school as bus stops are too far away now 
to get there in time and not miss buses 
after school.
Union Street is an embarrassment.

Right now it is awful with the 
additional bollards and so called 
pavement widening - the place is a 
mess and needs to be put back to 
the way it was

Parents of RGC need to access the 
area in front of the College

I wouldn’t go near this area - full of 
undesirables

Decent public toilets - the existing 
facilities are a disgrace 

The Leisure centre needs a serious 
revamp This really is not a priority 

Union Street is in urgent need of 
regeneration it puts City to shame!
Drop the rates of the shops .
Bring back more shops to union street 

Madness to even consider 
pedestrianisation 

Look at cities around the world (same 
latitudes !) that have street 
entertainment and activities. Probably 
better with a large canopy roof of some 
sort, between Market St and Bridge St.



Allow buses back on union street 
Create chic beachfront area with 
cafes and independent shops. Move 
away from the tacky, slot machines.

Beautiful iconic building, under 
utilised.

Bring taxi rank back

You need to improve the pavement 
surface for skating and bikes etc 

COVID has at least proved that a cafe 
culture or more outdoor dining could 
exist despite our weather. Union Street 
could be so much more than charity 
shops and empty units. More variety is 
needed.

Belmont Street could be Aberdeen’s 
version of Glasgow’s Ashton Lane or 
suchlike

I hate the way the Gordon 
Highlander statue looks like it has 
been dumped in the pavement from 
the back of a lorry. Surely it is worthy 
of being on a more elevated plinth 
and look more permanent.

All of the above would enhance the 
area.

I personally went in to some premises to 
ask who cleaned the outside of their 
premises no one was the answer. Also 
made appointment with Aberdeen 
Inspired to discuss and was amazed how 
irregular the street was steam cleaned 
!!!!! 

pedestrian only area with proper outdoor 
restaurants.other European cities do it. 
look at Poznan square and its. open all 
year round 

farmers market in the castlegate . 
encourage local produce to be sold 
and stalls from Europe. 

Need to make it easy to walk  and 
maneuver wheelchairs, buggies, etc

need to address imprtoving evening 
transport to the Beach

The new football stadium needs to 
be built here. This keeps the club in 
the city and will increase footfall and 
potential spending power



Union street needs to look like the Main 
Street in the city.  It looks like a run down 
provincial high street at the moment 

This is a valuable “artisan” extension 
to union street - visitors look for 
something individual in a city 

Rather than "improving " things, 
keep the public areas clean and tidy. 
Employ wardens and empty bins 
more regularly. The North end of the 
prom needs a lot of attention as its 
crumbling quiet badly 

An absolute disgrace in it’s current state. 
Effectively killed when Union Square was 
approved. Needs to be regenerated 
especially at the lower end. Not averse to 
pedestrianisation between Market Street 
& Bridge Street as proposed. Would 
suggest reverting some of the upper end 
to residential use to reduce the 
proliferation of “low-end” businesses 
degrading our main thoroughfare.

You cannot bite the hand that feeds 
the local area and businesses !!!! By 
all means improve the area around 
RGC but do not punish RGC by 
reducing the vehicular area around 
the school for parents to drop off 
and pick up  the children from the 
school. The area benefits  
economically from the parents 
accessing that area in vehicles and 
with theclosure of JL the businesses 
in that area  the council need to 
encourage people into that 
area,.parents at RGC parents are 
more likely to spend in the local 
businesses at school drop offs and 
pick ups  if you make it easier to 
drive in ,park and shop ! Please think 
long term sustainability of 
businesses in that area.

Ok in middle but Holborn st end needs 
help and look up to see plants growing 
out of gutters and to many seagulls.

Smaller shops are good but the poles 
in street make it award to stop and 
car parks are expensive as well

Buildings not in use need to be tidied 
up.

Improve appearance so not so busy 
with poles and other things. If 
visiting anyone who lives there 
difficult to park and some areas 
perhaps more intimidating due to 
those who gather there as they have 
nowhere else to go.

All need to be connected and not 
divided off. Buildings should be 
maintained so look as if they do 
matter.

Increase the use of ballroom but it 
may need more work done to make 
it warmer and more efficient.



This should he closed to cars and turn 
into a cool place to eat drink and shop 
full of small companies, not large chains. 
Business rates should also be low or zero 
for small businesses

Public transport needs to be maintained. 
Some lovely buildings are on Union St.

Public transport is essential. I would 
happily attend more events there if I 
knew that there was a good bus 
service so I could return to city 
centre and that waiting for the bus 
would feel safe. I would live to dine 
in the beach ballroom - eg the areas 
with sea views. It's absolutely 
stunning, a jewel in Aberdeen's 
crown. I'd like to be able to go in for 
a coffee at the weekend too.

The stadium must be included to 
ensure business and people remain 
in the area

Buses and taxis still need to use it as it's a 
big bonus that all buses go to union St. 
The promised marischal square is a 
disgrace and is a big wasted opportunity 
to have a lovely green space both at 
Union terrace and there.  There needs to 
be places you can sit in the sun the few 

 days we get a nice day. 



Aberdeen FC represent one of the 
most iconic institutions/brands that 
the city has, both in respect of it's 
past history and association with the 
city. Therefore, I believe the council 
have failed the city and it's residents 
in not previously supporting the club 
with it's attempts over the last three 
decades to find a new location. It 
would be an absolute travesty if the 
council don't grasp the opportunity 
to keep the club n the confines of 
the city.

Facilitate retail such as movement of Bon 
accord shops and knock down bon accord 
centre.

Improve the eyesore of 1990 
buildings backing into beach (the 
Range etc)

This is a beautiful building which 
should be showcased

Area is too wide open windy and 
cold. Create some sheltered areas 
that can be used for events eg jazz 
festival.

Maintain stairs and ramps down to 
the beach. Re-instate public toilets.

Good dry sky slope available at 
Bridge of Dee. Don't need another. 
Keep kids play area in good nick, 
create skateboard area. Keep 
swimming pool going.

Build a pier

Parking should be allowed on match 
day to keep traffic away from city 

Currently extremely run-down. Not 
befitting of a leading Scottish city centre.

Please don’t make access to RGC 
anymore difficult. The amount of 
money the school contributes to the 
local economy in various ways is vast 
so please repay parents and staff by 
allowing them easy access to the 
school. One suggestion is to only 
allow parking in the pocket park out 
with standard school times ie before 
7.30am, between 9am and 2.30pm 
and after 5.30pm. Similar city centre 
schools have this arrangement which 
works very well. 



Landlords/Owners of properties in Union 
St need to adhere to colours for frontage 
and all maintenance to be done 
otherwise compulsory purchase order by 
the council.  Reduced rates for small 
independant shops and limit on number 
of same type of shops ie. only eg 2 mobile 
phone shops, 2 betting shops, charity 
shops.  More pop up incentives for small 
food businesses.  Canopy/covered areas 
for inclement weather conditions and 
more seating.  
Only pedestrianise if no buses allowed 
zero vehicles including cycling 

But the pedestrianisation must be useful, 
no point in leaving it as it is at the 
moment,  cafe & restaurants must be 
developed,  shopping too, more like an 
outdoor covered shopping centre rather 
than just a pedestrianised former road.

Have Union Street Gardens be 
accessible from Belmont Street,  pick 
a building which is underutilised, 
knock out down and have a 
walkway/ bridge directly to the 
gardens

Total rethink on beachfront use, 
please look at other beach 
promenades and see how it can be 
done,  currently very good for a 
walk, apart from the uncut grass 
areas and crumbling steps which are 
closed off. 

Why does Aberdeen not have a 
marina? Surely that would make the 
water front area more attractive,  
with the south harbour development 
nearing completion (which would 
have made a perfect marina) there 
will be space in the main harbour as 
the North Sea oil bonanza comes to 
an end, redeveloping part of the 
main harbour will make it far more 
attractive and more usable

A fire/emergency access lane should be 
created. By re routing emergency vehicles 
out with this area, the times for 
emergency services to arrive at incidents 
must have increased. Maybe a bus lane 
up the middle to return bus routes to the 
union street as a hub. 

Rent needs to be dropped to encourage 
shops back to Union Street. I love 
Aberdeen but it is absolutely dire at the 
minute with the amount of empty units 
or pound shops / betting shops / vape 
shops taking over. We need to encourage 
retailers back.



There must be more permanent residents 
to encourage shops and businesses to 
open shops in Union Street

The area outside the Registrars 
should be pedestrianised 
permanently for Wedding photos.

The buses used to circle round the 
cross to go back up union street. A 
tramline down to the beach would 
be an asset?

You must have spaces for cars 
though for non Aberdeen city 
residents to be able to access the 
beach easily.

I think moving the stadium away 
from Pittodrie makes no sense. 
There are enough extreme sports 
here already and there is no need for 
another dry ski slope here. The 
beach should remain as it is....a 
beach! The other sports facilities 
could be sprinkled in other areas

I love the Beach Ballroom building. It 
should be preserved, maintained 
and used as a major attraction to 
Aberdeen.

Pedestrianised city center with 
segregated cycle and pedestrian paths 
throughout.

Proper segregated cycle lanes with 
connectivity to city center and cycle 
paths

Needs to be more child friendly with 
parks and picnic areas

Pedestrian access is no benefit to 
beach water sports users etc and 
provides no additional benefits to 
disabled/elderly people who love to 
visit our beach.

I am a committee member of the 
Granite City Surf Club. As a club we 
would be really excited to be 
consulted and help with this master 
plan. Surfing in Aberdeen (as well as 
other beach water sports) have 
increased exponentially over the last 
few years and the benefits that 
these activities bring the individuals 
who partake in them (both physically 
abs mentally). Parking at the beach 
can be challenging so it would be 
great to make sure the current 
parking facilities are at maintained. 
There are also very limited facilities 
for changing and leaving items on 
the beach. Finally due to neglect 
then Footdee end of the beach has 
had the access removed to the 
public which is inconvenient at best, 
dangerous at worst for water/beach 
users- we would love to work with 
the council to find a solution to 
restore access to the beach and 
protect this amazing resource we 
have on our doorstep!



The beach area is utilised by a large 
amount of locals for various sports 
and activities for health and well 
being but is run down and very little 
amenities. 

Modernisation is needed in this well 
used area. 

Toilet Facilities - Shower Facilities are 
needed at various locations along 
the stretch of the beach. 

Creation of a sports hub and 
enhancement of surf life saving club. 

Sports that locals weekly/daily use at 
Aberdeen beach.. From Fittie to the 
Beach Ballroom 

Surfing, Stand Up Paddle Boarding, 
Wind Surfing, Foil Boarding, Open 
water swimming, Beach Volleyball, 
Cycling, Running, Walking. 

And there is nothing in place for this, 
I think this area could massively have 
regeneration and would have an 
impact on people’s health and well-

make the rent and rates charged for units 
in the City Centre to encourage smaller 
and quality businesses to the street. 
Support smaller local businesses

what benefit is there to be gained 
moving Pittodrie a few hundred 
yards to the open space beside the  
Beach Ballroom?   

If you pedestrianise Union Street, you 
MUST attract back shops AND provide an 
adequate road and parking infrastructure 
to stop bottlenecks such as Market Street 
and College Street

The beach needs vehicle access, 
don’t make the same mistake twice 
by inhibiting it. Stadium a great idea 
for the city, not just for football.

Open up Union Street as a main 
throughfare as the council has currently 
severed the main artery of the city. 
JOKE  AT MOMENT 

Create a dedicated motorhome 
parking area for overnight ( Aire)



It’s been left to rot and is a disgrace at 
the minute, feel embarrassed when 
walking down there and turning down 
Wood cash was unforgivable 

Outside catering needs a roof and 
heaters as it’s Scotland not Barcelona  Hold the stadium there

Homes aren't the answer. The buildings 
should be used for experiences and open 
market style venues. By this I mean 
indoor spaces that can be used for 
markets of pop up ventures. We don't 
have the climate always for an outdoor 
market, but would help local offerings. 

On the subject of local, start focussing on 
all Union St properties to be given over to 
local concerns and watch it thrive. Leave 
the chains to the shopping centres. Their 
days are numbered. 
 The days of chains and highstreet 
shopping are long gone. Aberdeen should 
focus on what it is good at. We have a 
thriving craft beer scene and loads of 
distilleries a little out of the city. Play to 
out strengths and make experiences 
focussed on this for starters. 

Broadly speaking it's already fine 
here. Money would be better used 
elsewhere

Art gallery area is fine and we don't 
need public plaza forced on the city. 
Broad St is underused as it is. Cafes 
in Belmont St are welcome, but 
deliveries and access to the Duncan 
and Todd car park need to be denied 
for it to work. No point with half 
arsed measures. You either go all in 
or not at all. 

THIS should have been the area for 
eateries and events, NOT Broad St. 
From Castlegate to the corner of the 
Town House (on Union St) would 
have been perfect to pedestrianise 
with many businesses (both local 
and chains) already there and ready 
to capitalise on outdoor seating etc.  

Largely this is fine as it is. Any 
improvements would be nice but not 
a priority imo

More than enough sport offerings in 
the city. 

The stadium is a private venture and 
should not be a council concern. 
Enough money in AFC without the 
council wasting precious resource. 
Agree that we need more walking 
connections to the beach area 
though and that road from the 
Beach Ballroom to BOD needs sorted 
badly in that it's just a rammy with 
the whole "is it 2 lanes or 1". 

It's underused as it is, so this would 
be a waste of points. Concentrate on 
the music hall and Lemon tree as 
venues

Needs a street cafe culture too. 

The Aberdeen FC stadium is best 
placed at Kingsford.  The beach area 
should be used for outdoor food and 
entertainment areas. Temporary 
food areas at the rear of Codonas 
are a good example. 

The current use of the beach 
ballroom is good and should be 
maintained but not increased. 

I believe that a new stadium for 
Aberdeen Football Club would be a 
fantastic focal point for revitalisation 
of the area and could and should 
lead to new businesses around the 
stadium which would thrive on 
match days and even on non match 
days from guests taking stadium 
tours etc. The ability for supporters 
to walk to and from the stadium 
would help the council meet its 
emission targets and people could 
even cycle using the cycle network 
which is part of the plans for the 
area.



Dirty buildings, all shops are “to let” or 
charity shops or gambling shops which 
makes it disinteresting and an eyesore. 
So many empty buildings because the 
rent is extortionate, not sure why 
considering Aberdeen is now a horrible 
place to live - Union street is an 
embarrassment to Aberdeen. 

The pavements that run from 
Holburn Junction to Summer Street 
need looked at, I doubt there is one 
that is secure and not cracked and 
dangerous

Pointless spending any of money on 
the above other than building 
maintenance and upkeep

I don't see any benefit to any 
changes to Castlegate Pointless

Wouldn't need a new public park if 
the park that was there hadn't been 
destroyed in favour of a football 
stadium.  How many fans actually 
live in Aberdeen compared to the 
rest of the public who would use a 
park more often?

A cycle network would be an 
absolute nightmare

Not all of the COVID restrictions 
have been removed from the beach 
area, specifically coming of the 
Esplanade through the traffic lights 
on to the Beach Blvd and despite 
there being two lanes to go straight 
ahead both from the lights at the 
Esplanade and at the lights on the 
Beach Blvd at the junction with Links 
Road.  This section is utter chaos.  I 
lost count of the amount of times 
those driving in the outside lane 
glided in to the inside lane without a 
thought for anyone in the inside 
lane.  I now avoid this area at all 
costs.  The cycle lanes need to be 
removed or the lanes adjusted so 
drivers know which lane they should 
be in and who has right of way.

With the way that the pedestrian precinct 
has been done it makes life difficult for 
the elderly and disabled not only can 
public transport no longer let them off 
where they need to go but there is no 
easy parking. I have given up entirely 
going into town now. Also, Aberdeen 
shopping is no longer viable .

Improve parking. Not all elderly and 
disabled have blue badges

It is a dump REOPEN TOILETS
Don't recreate the cycle path 
segregation FIASCO

New stadium must be at beach 



Essential to make better pedestrian link 
from centre of Aberdeen to the bus and 
train station and Union Square.

The major traffic problem is the area 
outside the art gallery caused by the 
school run to RGU. The area which 
should be pedestrianised is from 
HMT to Back Wynd to allow the 
expansion of the Belmont Street 
area into this space.

Previous planning has made a real 
mess of what should be an attractive 
area. The buildings should be open 
to the beach and not presenting big 
blank walls.

Gladstone place in dreadful mess of 
potholes 

The surface of the Castlegate needs 
to be resurfaced to remove the large 
slabs. This is to make it safer for the 
elderly and those disabled to use this 
area. The Citadel is a popular venue 
for many who fall within these 
categories  of people. A flat but firm 
surface would encourage pedestrian 
use of this area. 

Outside cafe / pub space Yes Have weekly market there Open up area. Get more activities 

Encourage local cafes/restaurants to use 
the current vacant shops and have dining 
on union street. Would need to open 
rose mount to two way traffic. 

Make this an outdoor dining area 
where restaurants can take 
advantage of the space and have 
year round dining with heaters and 
gazebos (similar to Covid)

Widen pavements, drop down to single 
lane traffic to discourage cars. Maintain 
and upkeep buildings. 

Union Street is currently a dead zone, the 
council need to allow traffic along its full 
length and give free city centre parking 
for all. Closing Union St to traffic creates 
so much extra traffic in surrounding areas 
as the road is central to driving around 
the city centre Reopen the castlegate to traffic

One way traffic currently in 
operation on the esplanade doesn't 
work, all it does is create grid lock at 
busy times on and around Links road 
area. 

Ensure the walkways and all steps 
leading to the beach are in good 
working order and maintained the 
plan part needs to be extended too

Union Street is now no longer the heart 
of the city. Mostly coffee or phone shops 
along with fast food outlets.

Used as a thoroughfare more than a 
shopping experience 

Far too much cars in this area 
without much concern for speed 
limits

Shocking that this space is not 
utilised better.

Too much cars in the area which a 
considerable amount of drivers 
ignore speed limits and don’t stop to 
allow you to cross the road safely.

The beach in its current format is 
unattractive and certainly nothing to 
boast about. There are no real 
incentives to visit this area due to 
the lack of facilities. This is where 
the home of Aberdeen Football Club 
should be.

This building deserves to be utilised 
more than it has in the past.

Also need a pedestrian/cyclist route 
between Footdee and Duthie Park



Union Street must be made more 
attractive and relevant to meeting 
occupiers needs.  This will involve re-
configuration of much of the space but 
keeping and improving the granite 
frontages and details.  Will require 
intervention.

This and the Harbour are a USP for 
Aberdeen.  What are we doing with 
them?  Why not greater pedestrian 
accessibility to the harbour? People 
like looking at ships.  We do nothing 
to encourage that at Aberdeen 
Harbour.  Why can't we walk along 
the south breakwater in calm 
conditions? 

There appears to be a conflict 
between a new football stadium and 
the other sporting options for the 
beach area.  The main thing is that 
there is a clear vision in one 
direction or the other.

Unique venue with a fantastic 
heritage that is a strength to be built 
on.

pedestrianising union st is an essential 
step towards making the City centre 
more vibrant. The current pedestrianised 
section due to the Spaces for People 
programme offers a safe and enjoyable 
experience for pedestrians and cyclists in 
the city centre. There is no noise or air 
pollution from cars and it is very pleasant 
to be there now. This can increase foot 
fall, which in turn will support businesses, 
particularly the independent shops. The 
other options (widening pavement, 
removing clutter, more trees etc) also 
play an important role in creating a 
vibrant city centre where everyone 
comes together. 

pedestrianisation, creating a public 
plaza, and making the outdoor cafe 
infrastructure permanent are all 
important measures to safely 
increase public social interactions in 
the city. This can have a positive 
effect on people's mental health, as 
they can meet outdoors and interact 
(at a safe distance due to covid). 
Post-pandemic, these spaces will 
continue to enrich the city centre 
and create a unique outdoor culture 
in Aberdeen that places people first 
and prioritises their physical and 
mental wellbeing.

Union street is a disgrace. No decent 
shops and not somewhere I want to 
spend any time.
Union Street should be re-instated as a 
road. These options are very narrow and 
only allow very specific choices. We need 
reduced rents to enable new businesses 
to thrive in the city centre and money 
injected into the upkeep of the beautiful 
buildings on Union Street. We are so 
lucky to have this legacy but need a 
council who respect that and are open to 
saving it for the future.

More cafes, colourful painted 
railings, beach huts 

Don't allow shit shops like pound land 
and equivalent open on union Street. The 
old Waterston unit is now going to be 
another poundland when there is already 
one opened down the street. Its greed 
and desperation to fill the unit and it 
brings the area down. 



A mass clean on all buildings from 
chimneys to pavement - all for sale 
posters removed - designated wardens 
purely to fine and keep high standards 

I think it is crucial that the Aberdeen 
FC stadium stays in the city centre 
rather than move to Westhill to 
maintain jobs and customer 
spending in Aberdeen City Centre

Need for pedestrian priority in city centre
Improve PEDESTRIAN connection to 
the Beach, NOT traffic!!!

Let AFC pay for their own stadium - 
no public subsidy.

Union street as the centre of Aberdeen 
should be the pride of the city. However 
it is in such poor condition people 
actively avoid the area.  A major clean up 
and image revamp to pedestrianise the 
area to allow for cafe culture as you see 
in Europe.  Actively move away from big 
brands and encourage small local shops 
to open shops and give them key locals in 
the city to promote their goods.

Great architectural area of 
Aberdeen.  Create a space to show 
case this (as done with the art 
gallery).  Promote a clean cafe 
culture. 

Monthly farmers markets to be held 
in castlegate. Please start taking 
pride in keeping this part of 
Aberdeen clean. 

More work needs to be done on 
promoting facilities at the beach and 
to keep them in better condition.  
The area could be a great space in 
summer for everyone to enjoy but 
currently the area isn’t inviting to 
spend a day.  Create an enjoyable 
outside space, easily accessible 
where families can enjoy the beach, 
science centre and cadonas without 
having to walk between poorly 
maintained areas.

Work needs to be done on the area 
around the ballroom to keep it clean.  
 Please start to take pride in this 
venue.  This is a great architectural 
part of Aberdeen but very little is 
done to use or promote the space.  
Start using it more regularly as a 
music venue.  Ceilidh concerts, locals 
bands etc in the winter use the space 
as an indoor market for beer / gin 
festivals 

Escalator up from station level to union 
street

Union Street should have its historical 
position as the centre of Aberdeen 
restored, drawing people into the city.
Some new thinking is required around 
the location of the bus station, its 
accessibility and provision of a warm and 
dry environment for waiting passengers. 
It is understood that changes to the 
current bus station are outside the City 
Councils direct control so perhaps a new 
location is needed.

This could become a focal point area 
for the city. Pedestrianise section of 
Thistle St between Rose St and 
Chapel St.

If central section of Union St is 
pedestrianised then area between 
Harriet St and Flourmill Lane should 
remain open to traffic - one or the 
other but not both

A priority should be to improve the 
surface of the paving in Castlegate - 
it is a trip hazard for many, 
particularly the elderly.

It would be amazing if the whole of 
our city had cycle lanes like all the 
other European countries have 



Need to encourage independent shops 
and give the centre of town back its 
sparkle! Lower your rates! 
Change of business use in city centre and 
grants to enable buildings to be 
residential 

Cyclists a problem on walk ways 
should be a strict no cycling on lower 
pathway close to beach.

Reducing traffic and pollution, while 
keeping footfall high to allow shops to 
stay open, with a range of inside and 
outside dining options is key

activities are quite unsophisticated 
and squarley aimed at families with 
young children. More options for 
young adults such as craft 
brewery/bar, coffee/smoothie 
shops, and more interesting dining 
options would greatly increase the 
draw of the area for young 
professionals.

Fill the shops To be us3d Not sure Not sure Make accessible to all
Would like to see AFC still in the 
vicinity of pittodrie Needs to be used for all ages

Please don't build the football 
stadium there as I live really close to 
the area  you are planning to build 
the football stadium. Enhancing the 
play park is a really good idea as 
there is alot of young family here 

Bring back high street shops. Allow 
burger / Ice cream vans on 
pedestrianized section of Union Street. 
Designated cycle lanes.  

I would like to see a hub for water 
sports on the beach front

buses more often the entire lenght 
of beach front not just the shops

A total rethink is needed for union street 
as more shops close as the online 
shopping takes over. Reduced rents for 
local shops/artists/community 
engagement. 

The cafe culture/independent shops 
could flow into union street from 
Belmont street. 

Castlegate is a clear conduit down to 
the beach, and the master plan 
should take into consideration how 
best to implement this. 



Anything that can be done to enhance 
Union Street would be an improvement - 
it is currently a complete eyesore and 
bears no resemblance to the gracious, 
attractive street that it used to be.

It should be given a multi million 
pound upgrade

Instead of a new building , 
modernise and refurb Bon accord 
baths

Union street is a disgrace, it’s a mess and 
unpleasant

No bookies or charity shops, more bars 
and restaurants on Union Street coupled 
with it being pedestrianised will make it a 
great central hub 

The public’s spaces are great. 
Promenade and lack of buildings at 
the north end. Foot deep is 
beautiful. Except the area around 
the cinema complex/Burger King. If 
that whole are could be bulldozed 
and opened up for large green 
spaces/park it would be better 

The facilities at the beach are good, 
lots of promenade to walk. Perhaps 
a better cycling are but the area is 
unspoilt and well used. No more 
buildings.  The sports facilities are 
great in Aberdeen and well used. We 
already have snow sports and varied 
activities. Well organised and 
accessible.

I am 40 and have lived in Aberdeen 
all my life, I’ve been in the ballroom 
once for a ceilidh which was great 
but feel that most advertise events I 
don’t want to go to.  Perhaps more 
ceilidh/dance events to suit a wide 
range of people. Try to encourage 
younger people with more activities 
they’d like. Maybe a decent 
restaurant looking over the sea (not 
another chain) a local chef (silver 
darlings / marcliffe equivalent type 
to increase footfall through the 
building. 

Belmont street is the dirtiest street 
in Aberdeen, It’s dirty and I don’t like 
walking there. I’d like to see a 
change and improvement, especially 
in cleanliness.

Fix the fences and stair access. Tidy 
up and install more bins- especially 
around the shops on the lower prom



Shops, bars and restaurants have to be 
the focus. Ideally having union terrace 
gardens as a large accessible green space 
area (i.e. level) Similar to central park in 
NYC. More has to be done to highlight the 
unique architecture Aberdeen has to 
offer that could be a large pull to tourists. 
With the expansion of the harbor cruise 
ships would be a great boost to the local 
economy. 

Currently an empty space that is 
used mostly by local drunks. Possibly 
relocating some bars and restaurants 
to this area with outdoor beer 
garden shared by different venues?

Massive disconnect from center of 
Aberdeen and the beach. Walk/drive 
to the beach could be a feature to 
the beach with artwork or nuart 
designs along the way. More bars to 
enjoy the beach views and possibly 
an improved transport link to union 
street.

Park with dedicated areas for dogs 
and children ideally featuring 
somewhere worthy of an instagram 
picture! Constitution Street along 
side the boulevard may be a good 
area to focus on, site of old matalan 
which is close to Satrosphere? 

Impressive building but I have no 
idea what the space is used for 
currently?

Union street is desolate and the buildings 
and pavements are in dire need of 
maintenance. How do we expect 
residents to shop in the city, when the 
city looks so run down?

Focus on upkeep and creating places 
for people to actually meet

See comments on Union Street in 
general

The beach is a place for people and a 
place of beauty, not a place for car 
parks and bus terminuses

Focus on upkeep and places for 
people to meet. We do not want 
uncouth and drunk football fans 
ruining the beachfront. It should be a 
family space, not somewhere that 
families will fear on match days. The 
space should be multipurpose, and 
not just focused on one group of 
people. Transport links would also 
not sustain the vehicles coming to 
large sports stadiums. TECA works as 
it is directly off the AWPR.

Keep the heads outside the beach 
ballroom open to all, also allowing 
travelling shows like the circus to use 
the area, this will encourage people 
to come to Aberdeen. 

Open it back up. You are killing Aberdeen Open up aberdeen
Stop killing Aberdeen you utter 
buffoons 

Stop making a mess of Aberdeen 
clowns Open it up 

Cafe culture and greenery is very 
important. It creates a buzz and the 
greenery also helps with pollution as well 
as being good for the soul

Belmont Street has proved itself 
time and time again as a great 
location for outdoor events and 
seating. It encourages movement 
throughout the city and is a perfect 
location for cafe culture.

This is an extremely wasted space 
currently and its location means that 
you need a big pull to draw people 
up here. It sorely lacks greenery 
which makes it look dilapidated. 
Special events and markets here that 
are well thought out and centred 
around food and drink would work 
really well, especially with the 
brewdog location being close by

It’s important that Aberdeen football 
club stay in the city by doing this it 
can only benefit not only the beech 
front shops but also the town Center 
shops and pubs everything should be 
fine to make this happen and make 
the stadium the Center of attraction 
on the beech front

iconic play structures at the 
children's park was a poor decision, 
great park that was well used all year 
round!

Keep pavements clear to allow better 
movement esp for blind people Clean the Market Cross

This iconic Art Deco building should 
maintained and better promoted



Trams would be a good way to travel 
and good for the environment 

Good idea for the football stadium 
to be located at the beach 

Great Western Place needs it’s road 
resurfaced. It’s really in an awful 
condition. 

Desperate need of care and attention to 
draw in more businesses to the area . It’s 
a sad sight seeing so many empty shops 
now. City needs to do so Much more to 
draw in more lucrative business 

Would benefit from a pedestrian 
cafe culture area, planters tress kerb 
side cafes 

If other areas were made cafe 
culture then leave this area just 
pedestrianised to allow local 
business events to take
Place here like outdoor markets etc 

In desperate need of a good clean up 
as it’s not very inviting to go to 

So much more could be done to 
improve this area that would 
generate a lot of money for 
Aberdeen. Needs to be well thought 
out planned properly utilise local 
businesses t

So much more could
Be done with this area to promote 
local 

Needs more stores not pubs

Again an area that could be much 
improved the building is must be 
cared for 

Enjoyable space so more car free 
and more walking space to adjoining 
the terrace gardens

A bit of a mess at the moment needs 
some radical thought to improve

A real Aberdeen asset let's make the 
most of it!

A lot more could be done to enhance 
this area

Great asset let's use it to it's full 
potential

This should be returned to the way it was 
so that bus stops can be utilised properly 
and so that people who are unable to 
walk long distances are able to get on and 
off buses near to where what shops we 
have left. Lets face it, there are very little 
shops open now that can bring alot of 
people into the town centre anyway so 
please allow what we have to be more 
accessible by public transport.

I think that the Castlegate was better 
when traffic was allowed to use it.

Building a new sports & events 
stadium will bring huge benefits to 
the area and the city centre that 
would have been lost if the football 
club relocate to outside the city. 

Need to have a reason for people to be 
on Union Street,not just as a place 
between other places Encourage markets back regularly 

Too much blokages of traffic around 
the esplanade,caused by folk using 
the large shopping centre, it's not 
well planned,now the traffic is one 
way in front of the shops,it creates 
bottlenecks elsewhere as people 
avoid it.Just don't let whoever 
decided to bollardize the beach 
during covid (which we haven't 
forgotten about despite the hasty 
removal) near any planning decisions

Is it worth saving? What's the 
ongoing cost of repairs/ running it?

Reduce the rental rates and make it 
easier for businesses to get back into the 
city centre place is a dump just now with 
hardly anything worth visiting 

Get the two way system back to how 
it was 



Pittodrie needs to stay at the beach 
and get bugger! Moving to Westhill 
doesn't work, will ruin gamedays.

Union Street should be put back as was 
before covid, there is plenty room on 
pavements as they are and at least you a 
shelter for bad weather,
Also railings required at bottom of 
market required as public are not using 
the traffic crossing half way up,as they 
are going to & from ibis hotel plus the 
gym,then are trying to croos market 
Street to get to train & bus station also 
on a wish list remove the bus gate 
cameras at Bedford road & install on 
market Street to stop idiots blocking 1 
lane just to turn right into Union Square 
better still block off the right turn access 
to Union Square,
Why the Labour party refused a majority 
aster giving us a vote on union terrace 
garden's which would have been finished 
4 years ago creating jobs to build it,jobs 
for floral displays,jobs for litter,and 
footfall that would have probably saved 
some shops that have gone,& just to 
finish they opened the m90 peripheral 
route at the right time co's our
City has no appeal to some people who 
just say Aberdeen no keep driving we will 
go to dundee Agree 

Put back as was before covid, 
buildings do need upkeep and 
cleaning, pedestrian area between 
Harriet st & flourmill lane doesn't 
need done.

Open up to traffic & buses as 15  
years ago,with us stops as was both 
ways to increase footfall also buses 
would get better chance at the 
boulevard roundabout better than 
trying to turn right onto West North 
Street 

Better bus time table if new stadium 
is built it was far better when we had 
the number 6 bus going clockwise & 
ante clockwise,it was very good for 
tourists all year to see the city,plus 
good connection for hospital & 
hospital worker's.

If new football stadium goes ahead 
great for restaurants at beach good 
for city centre cafés & bars who 
would have footfall before & after 
games without having to get to 
westhill & to  be stuck going & 
exiting games in traffic when you 
could walk from city centre or take 
bus or park n tlride a lot of bars were 
thinking they wouldn't have footfall 
if people had to get to westhill,it's a 
win win for everybody staying at the 
beach or where they are at pittodrie.
Also needed at beach in the area 
across from burger king, is a science 
& energy & engineering centre open 
to public & school's,
Take a look at science north in 
Sudbury, Ontario,Canada a terrific 
centre which I have visited,.

Could be used for antiques 
fairs,more small bands,
Functions,

Excellent opportunity to improve for 
sports that are popular in the area 
already, such as walking and running 
on beachfront (with even lighting 
and water fountains) and also a new 
stadium for football and perhaps 
athletics. 

Union Street has always been the heart 
of the city but it has to be accessible and 
not just by bike and bus.  Electric vehicles 
will greatly reduce pollution and you 
need to think that far ahead.

The proposed Cafe culture must 
enhance the environs not just be 
outside tents with heaters. 

You killed this area.  It should be a 
meeting hub, a market, a place to be 
enjoyed not a cut through to get 
somewhere else

Making the beach an accessible 
destination and improving leasure 
facilities would be a huge benefit. 
Making it almost a 2nd hub to that 
of the city centre and promoting as a 
tourist destination will make a 
fantastic place to visit

Including the beautiful ballroom with 
a beach master plan could create a 
fantastic destination. Considerations 
for weather need to be included too 
with both indoor and outdoor areas 
available



Help support the regeneration of 
Bon Accord Baths. Beautiful, iconic 
location which should be promoted 
for Aberdonians and visitors to enjoy

The council should maintain and utilise 
our beautiful granite buildings - eg the 
old market should never have been 
knocked down to be replaced by the 
tacky new market (Think Covent Garden 
in London) Allow more outdoor eating 
and drinking areas, as has been done 
during the pandemic. 

Pedestrianise the part between market 
street and bridge street but allow buses 
through at 5 mile an hour. 

Bring in outdoor seating areas for the 
pedestrianised area. Hardly anywhere to 
sit and have lunch or a seat in town. 
Perhaps bring in some funding for the 
homelessness aswell as they are all over 
union street & as a young woman since 
the shops have reopened ive had 2 
encounters with unwanted attention & 
its not nice when you are out shopping. 
Its not their fault its lack of funding & 
support for these people

Union street is a disgrace so many of the 
buildings have not been maintained by 
the owners 

A new water park with wave and surf 
pool is badly needed. This could be 
the best in the country attracting 
people in the city. People go to 
Dundee as the one in Aberdeen is so 
bad.

More focus on cycling More cycling focus More cycling focus More cycling focus More cycling focus More cycling focus



Pedestrianizing Union Street has been 
awful - please allow traffic to flow 
through the city centre again!

Please return the section with the 
cafes to being 2-way to stop the 
congestion by the retail parks and 
improve trade for these cafes!

Locating the new AFC stadium at the 
beach is absolutely paramount, and 
incorporate other facilities such as 
an improved leisure centre and pool

Look at alternative residents in Union 
street buildings.  University / college use / 
residential apartments.  
 Pedestrianized is a must in the central 
section and the utilisation for markets / 
cafes in both summer & winter. Facilities 
for winter use must be provided.

With the elected  clowns we have running 
ACC can’t see much of this actually 
happening. 

West end is VERY nice and does not 
require immediate attention 

Make it a place where you can stay 
for the whole day. The stadium is the 
key

The best option by far for a new 
world class Aberdeen FC stadium 
which can maybe also be a multi use 
events venue?

Can we please spruce up tired looking 
building edifices and remove weeds from 
gitter8ngs and rooftops. I would keep the 
central part pedestrianised, have more 
greenery/flowers and encourage outdoor 
cafe spaces in a marquee format given 
the weather.

The existing public areas need to be 
upgraded and maintained to a 
higher standard than at present

Cheaper rents= more full shops

Outdoor seating and cafes, more shops 
other than £ and ecigs shops. Make it the 
heart of the city again

Pedestrianise central area of Union Street 
and create open space for cafe and 
restaurant culture. Perhaps even looking 
at a canopy over a large part of that area 
to allow for use in winter months 



Remove pedestrianised area, allow public 
transport access to enable access for 
disabled and prior who have difficulty in 
walking. Closing this area has removed 
the rights of the city centre being 
available to everyone. When a 90yr old, 
can't get a taxi to pick her up from the 
closed area, you have penalised her 
greatly

Again needs to be reopened, 
encouraging street drinking should 
not be a priority

Area needs to be re opened, closure 
makes no sense and penalises shops 
and disabled Leave this area alone, it's fine as it is

Do not over build on this area, open 
space is vital

Good luck. I mean that in a positive way!
Other cities would love to have a main 
street like ours with a new Gardens half 
way down and leading to the beach and a 
multi purpose sports concert arena

Stadium is a must 

The city centre desperately needs this 
upgrade.
But please, also remember the more 
mature members of the public. I'm only 
56 but the city centre seems to revolve 
around students and the younger 
generation in the evenings. With loud 
large pubs! So we avoid it !! And I live in 
the city centre.
We need places for all ages to enjoy a cup 
of coffee or a glass of wine. We need a 
balance. Infact, we need more of a cafe 
culture in the city centre.

Also, the SEAGULLS are an absolute pest!!
I realise they are protected but they are 
vermin that need to be dealt with. 

Get the stadium built 



Fill the shops with retailers with 
attractive business rates. Hold building 
owners to account over repair and 
maintenance. Personally I would focus on 
easy wins that start with developing 
Belmont with a cafe/night culture and 
focus on the beach development then 
use this as a catalyst to create a link by 
planning a corridor through Union Street 
and Castlegate. Union Street is too 
urbanised and lacking in drawing in 
businesses at the moment so I cannot see 
a benefit to pedestrianisation until the 
other issues are dealt with. I would in 
future look at making Union Street from 
Bridge Street to Market Street a Central 
Park to link Union Terrace Gardens, 
Belmont Street cafe/art culture to the 
Castlegate and beach beyond by creating 
a green zone for all ages then potentially 
partially covering this to ensure an area 
fit for use throughout the year. Play area, 
market area, winter festivals all in the 
footprint of the road.

Created a covered canopy over 
Belmont Street so this becomes a 
usable space in all weathers.

Beach needs to be linked to city 
centre for better access and to 
encourage people to flow between 
and use both.

Focus of beach area should be sports 
and recreation for all ages. Look at 
Montrose Waterfront for alternative 
play solutions for younger 
population. Family should be the 
focus here.

Union Street has amazing architecture 
and needs to be restored to its former 
glory. 

This building is a treasure of the city 
and has been loved by generations 
of citizens. it deserves to be 
preserved and used appropriately.

many people with disposable income 
can't walk far or cycle - don't forget to 
retain access by bus and car

many people with disposable income 
can't walk far or cycle - don't forget 
to retain access by bus and car

many people with disposable income 
can't walk far or cycle - don't forget 
to retain access by bus and car

many people with disposable income 
can't walk far or cycle - don't forget 
to retain access by bus and car

Needs major uplift, reduce rates, fill 
empty shops and not with more bookies, 
pawn shops

Road layout and accessibility needs 
to improve. More parking



The priority must be to encourage 
(preferably local or independent) 
businesses to fill the swathes of empty 
shops in Union Street.

Aberdeen beach is a terrific asset to 
the city, and it does not need a huge 
amount done to it in order to 
encourage more use. 
1. It needs to be better publicised as 
an attraction to tourists, particularly 
families looking for a UK-based 
holiday. The leisure centre & 
Codona's are both tremendous fun 
for children, but seem to be seldom 
advertised.
2. It needs better transport 
connections - i.e. a regular bus 
service that can be caught from the 
city centre and goes directly to and 
from the beach.
3. The buildings needs a bit more in 
terms of general care & attention to 
revitalise what is already there.
4. Most importantly, a football 
stadium will do more harm than 
good. The only people that it will 
bring to the beach are football fans, 
most of whom will just come for the 
match and leave immediately. On 
matchdays (most weekends outside 
June & July), however, no-one else 
will come to the beach as the noise 
& general atmosphere will ruin the 

Pot holes to be repaired Pot holes to be repaired
Resurface castlegate it is presently 
dangerous! Improve car parking by increasing it

Dump, run down,tired
businesses 
Keep pedestrian with seating options and 
mixture of shops and food 
establishments with minimal chain 
representation 

Bring back Bon accord baths 

Poorly lit along the length of the 
boulevard also consider a pier out.



Nothing left of interest, somehow new 
business must be encouraged to 

Maybe think of some sort of covered 
area for outside dining, 
entertainment 

Improve play areas for all age 
groups, there used to be a paddling 
pool , donkey rides nothing there 
now

Beautiful building but transport to 
the area poor

Policies and attitudes need to change, 
retail has fundamentally changed and 
union st is no longer a prime retail 
destination. Greater vision and 
encouragement for repurposing former 
retail units. Resi will play a part but 
broader range of uses should also be 
promoted

We need quality shops, people and life in 
Union Street. It is shameful that it has 
been allowed to deteriorate to the state 
it is in

The number of vacant business units 
needs to be addressed urgently! Union 
street needs to be the hub of the city. 

More parking spaces, people won’t 
use public transport!

Force building owners to clean the 
buildings and gutters. They should 
sparkle. Promote restaurants and bars, 
rather than vaping shops and bookies, 
give rates relief for small local start ups. Dual the esplanade 

Union Street is an embarrassment at the 
moment.  So many boarded up shops and 
those that are trading are pound shops 
and charity shops.  If this is the heart of 
Aberdeen then Aberdeen is dead.

Union Street looks run down 
New Dolphin watching glazed cafe 
building

The shopping scene on Union Street is 
dying and there seems no way back, 
entertainment venues such as clubs, 
restaurants etc could be a better use for 
the area.



I would be delighted to see new 
stadium at beach & for Aberdeen FC 
to remain in the heart of the City. Big 
benefits to have other events & 
facilities in & around new stadium 
too. 

Build the new Dons stadium here. 

Union Street should be the heart of the 
city. Work should focus on drawing 
people to union street, not away from it. 

There is great potential with the 
west end and the growing number of 
smaller independent retailers in the 
area is a great example to be 
mirrored elsewhere in the city centre

A lot of unsightly buildings which 
could do with a major change

There is already plenty of pedestrian 
pavements

The stadium should be built at 
Westhill!! Less chaos and easier for 
traffic than Pittodrie. We already 
have a dry ski slope so don't need 
another!

I don't even know what happens 
there tbh

Open up units to independent businesses

Union street has died a serious death in 
the past 10 years. There needs to be new 
shops attracted to it. Small independents 
with business rates relief 

I like the Café culture, so long as the 
seagulls don’t dive bomb patrons.

Don’t bother with that overhead 
monorail thing, union street 
desperately needs more life into it 
instead. The bit outside st Nicholas 
centre could be good for more 
plants, trees and benches. Make it a 
feature area

Not fussed about ski slope. There’s 
already one at garthdee. 
Watersports already has scot surf 
there. Transition extreme is good but 
expanding their outdoor overhead 
team building bit to be a bit like go 
ape would be great for the area.

Does anything even happen at the 
beach ballroom any more?

Tidying up the road surface at the 
front where the roundabout is would 
make it look significantly better. 
Highlighting key features instead of 
it all being white would also be a 
plus. 

Should have gone for the glass dome on 
union terrace gardens 



Most buses go along union st, with the 
outcome of too many bus stops, lots of 
street clutter, queue at stops blocking 
footways and confusion over which bus 
stop to get your bus.

Castle gate is a huge space that 
seems neglected and under-utilised.  
Look at the old photos of market day 
to see the contrast with its 
abandonment today.

While the beach is undoubtedly an 
attraction, there are no facilities or 
attractions between the leisure 
centre and the bridge of Don.  It 
would be great to see something 
else further along to attract people.

The cycle lanes along the beach 
didn’t get to see the test of time.  It 
seemed to be a win-win with space 
for everyone (walkers, runners, 
bikes, prams, cars etc) with very little 
compromise.  Bring them back.

While the beach is undoubtedly an 
attraction, there are no facilities or 
attractions between the leisure 
centre and the bridge of Don.  It 
would be great to see something 
else further along to attract people.

More shops Do you not pedestrianise 
union street stop Developing things like 
Marshall Square which are half empty 
and stop wasting taxpayers money on 
over exaggerated projects that the 
communities are not interested inDo you 
not want to see any of your street 
pedestrianise but your system forced me 
to vote for this this isn’t a consultation 
this is a dictatorship telling people that 
they can’t not process until they’ve spent 
all the points
Tree pits for planting, how about a 
proper urban park down the centre of 
Union Street with improved residential 
area. We don't need all the shops 
anymore, things need to be re-purposed. 
Bike parking is needed. Look at 
masterplan for Paris - some amazing 
ideas there. 

Use of SUDS including tree pits to 
help with surface water run off. Bike 
parking is needed. Create useable 
and welcoming open space. 

add bike routes for access, enhance 
natural greenspace at beach. 

No public funding should be used to 
provide a new stadium for AFC.  It is 
a private venture with the ability to 
fund the new stadium.

Demolish the building.  It is an eye 
sore

This is an important change to the 
city to give it a bit more life and 
allow people to enjoy the space 



While I would support union street 
having pedestrian zone it should be like 
Marshall's college and allow buses to 
travel at extremely low speeds.  If the 
buses can't get there and people can't 
quickly get on and off to visit then it 
won't be the heart of the city.  

This could be such a great area

Union Street still needs significant work 
to become a pleasant, accessible artery in 
the city centre. 

Aberdeen is truly missing an 
opportunity in terms of its 
connectivity of the beach and city 
centre (and indeed other parts of 
Aberdeen). The esplanade itself 
could also be greatly enhanced by 
the introduction of areas for beach 
volleyball, running/scooter lanes for 
people of all ages to use for fun and 
sports etc. Such easy-to-implement 
zones are marked out along the 
Seine in Paris, as well as outdoor 
sofas for people to socialise and 
relax on. PLEASE make this a priority!

Drab and unappealing

Please keep all the outdoor street eating 
drinking cafe culture that has been put in 
place for Covid 



Needs greatly improved get rid of ugly 
signage, vape and phone shops. Make the 
rates more affordable for small 
independent traders. As it stands our 
once glorious city centre has become an 
embarrassment to all who live here. 
There had been a serious lack of interest 
of vision into creating a thriving vibrant 
city centre and saddening to see our 
beautiful city which was supposed to be 
the oil capital of Europe become so run 
down and neglected. The social 
distancing seating has become a magnet 
for those who once frequented the likes 
of the castlegate  with their bottles ( 
hardly what you want to look out at 
when you’re on a visit to the city or out 
for a lovely meal at the likes of Miller and 
Carter. Those responsible for this should 
hang their heads in shame, I hope this 
time the public voice is listened to and 
does not merely become another paper 
excersise.

The buildings need to be cleaned up 
and maintained properly. 

It’s time the city had some vision for 
our beach front to make it a popular 
destination all year round which will 
also generate income for the 
businesses there.

We have a fantastic asset on our 
doorstep which has been sorely 
overlooked and lacks vision. The 
measures put in place for covid only 
made things worse as made it 
unsightly and made it difficult for 
those with young children or with a 
disability to exit safety from their 
car, before that there had been 
ample space for all to move around 
safely.I think the football stadium 
needs to stay near the beach in 
order to generate footfall and cash 
to the city.

An Iconic building such as this should 
be at the forefront when planning 
the development of the beach area 
and not hidden away by glass box 
developments or torn down like 
some of our other cultural and 
historical buildings in the city.

Should be handed to private 
enterprise. Capable of being a strong 
sustainable business.

Am never on Union Street maybe 
because it’s so run down with few decent 
shops left in town. Need to encourage 
new business in town. It’s not a 
destination we’re trying to create. I don’t 
see the point in widening pavements and 
more street clutter and green spaces if 
there’s no shops to visit. What’s the point 
in going to Union Street. 

Prefer the small more family friendly 
business

I don’t see the point in doing all this 
frills without proper business to visit. 
The place is dead.

Pavements are wide enough for 
pedestrians. Still want vehicle access. 

A brilliant space which could be 
better utilised 

Union Street needs to be brought back to 
be a focal point for Aberdeen. It has been 
left unattended for too long and stricter 
planning to unify the frontages is 
required. More residential property to try 
and breath some life back into the center. 
Better linkages north to south.

Cheap, plentiful car parking would help
Cheap plentiful car parking would 
help

New stadium please



Keep the outdoor bars only thing going 
for Union Street at the moment.  It 
normally looks so minky 

Having a home for Aberdeen 
Football Club within the city is a 
must and a beach location would not 
only maintain a strong fan base but 
increase it with new facilities. It 
makes total sense and for once, 
focus and planning within the city 
would be done properly. Please 
make this happen !!!!

The Castlegate is a prime example of 
wasted space as it stands. There is so 
much potential there for a space a la 
the Cowgate in 
Edinburgh...somewhere that can, 
and absolutely should, be utilised for 
events and markets 

Keeping Aberdeen FC at the heart of 
the beach area with improved links 
to the Castlegate and beyond 

It’s become an embarrassment 
Union Street needs to be reopened.  
Closing it has caused bottlenecks and 
chaos.  Aberdeen is not designed in such 
a way that this is even close to a good 
idea 
Union street currently feels dead. A 
brighter, more natural take is desperately 
needed

Union street is an embarrassment with all 
the closed and poor quality shops. Well 
designed pedestrianised areas, with more 
greenery and events space and tree lined 
would greatly improve it

Whole beachfront needs re-
developed. New football stadium 
here is a good idea, new bars and 
entertainment facilities also required

Needs to be used more often for 
more events

Update the Beach Ballroom at the 
same time!



Lower rates on shop spaces and give us 
union street back there is nothing worth 
going to union street for if this was done 
more people would use union street and 
it would bring people to the improved 
union terrace gardens let bring the life 
back to the heart of our city. 

We used to have a great weekend 
market at the castle gate now we 
have nothing maybe thats 
something that should change 
aberdeen has lost its sparkle maybe 
its time it got it back  

A beautiful building that isnt used 
enough it used to be filled with 
music and fun

Give it a good clean, make the granite 
buildings sparkle again. Let us drive along 
it so that we can get back to normal, and 
make it a beautiful street again.
Concentrate on cleaning the buildings, fill 
empty buildings with shops, restaurants, 
housing.and make the street sparkle 
again.

Keep it accessible for all walks of life, 
no football stadium.

The current state of Union Street is a 
disgrace.  The shifting of retailers to 
Union Square has had a detrimental 
impact on Union St.  There needs to be 
more greenery and the exterior of 
buildings cleaned up.

Take down rates encouraging more shops Bring back market 

Paint old buildings etc new toilets be 
good! Bring back shops and cafes 
lower prom

Union street is dead. Union Square  was 
the final knife in the wound. Why bother 
with Union Street when you can hop on 
the bypass and enjoy other towns. Car 
park parking is a joke, the council have 
manage in that trespect to stop private 
cars in the town. Union terrace an 
example of council meddling, used to be 
the jewel in the crown of the city centre 
but the council decided to get rid of the 
gardeners and park wardens, not to 
mention the woderful floral clock that all 
visitors spoke about. How much did the 
gardeners and park keeper cost 
compared to the wasted millions on the 
the new white elephant?                                                         
                         

What about the shops then? 
Forgotten about again.

Outside Robert Gordon! oh dear 
where are all the yummy mummies 
going to park to pick up their cherubs The forgotten area of Aberdeen

Why not have more car parking on 
some of the under utilised crass 
areas. Have a look at Aberdour, A 
huge grassed area that during the 
summer months and at weekends 
cars are charged £2 for all day 
parking.

Just mention the the car park in the 
last section. Visit Aberdour they will 
show you how to do it.

One of Aberdeen's jewels that the 
council has not yet demolished to 
build a a horrible concrete whatever.

Ban Poundland and bookies

It looks terrible, need new retailers to use 
places like BHSand Debenhams

Help to reopen Bonaccord Baths, 
should never have closed



Less tacky shops, aim higher than pound 
shops, phone shops and bookies please.  
Use powers to influence shop use

This is like Pittodrie our golden mile a 
true treasure , it has been left to rot in 
the last 25 years , this needs regenerated 
and together with the new stadium will 
save Aberdeen future without this 2 
important redevelopments the city I have 
been all my life near 50 years is finished , 
Union Terrace gardens is also an amazing 
space which can be incorporated into 
Union street master plan, a park some 
cities would be really jealous of if done 
properly.

Aberdeen Beach is our true diamond 
it should be better connected 
imagine all of this and the new 
stadium at beach it sill bring back the 
fabled Aberdeen Veach from the 
1950s, it is all possible to develop 
and please encourage Pittodrie to 
forget the Westhill ideas it is ok for a 
training facility but rips out the 
whole Beach community areas like 
Seaton tillydrone  etc all poor areas 
where I come from but the beach 
helps us enjoy our Aberdeen life 

New Aberdeen FC stadium is 
imperative for the city centre, if this 
does not happen we loose the heart 
and soul of our community and city, 
if it is built in the current location at 
Kingsford it will destroy our fabric 
and heritage , having to travel to 
Westhill is a nightmare and many 
will leave the city and migrate away 
from the city centre , it will destroy 
kids childhoods and ultimately will 
lead to people leaving the city and 
moving to a new city which is more 
suitable for the family. 

Very important to us as aberdonians 
and this will drive a success and 
happy community to deliver this 
beach area with the new stadium

these are the main things for the city to 
get people to shop etc to increase 
businesses but the city councillors etc are 
only interested in closing down these 
businesses to make a profit to appease 
the the green party etc on closing 
businesses as no one in the low income 
families etc are & businesses are 
suffering now these people are the very 
core &hearts of our great city that was 
but they are the cash cows of the city 
councillors the city is in a financial debt 
situation and these councillors etc are 
forever increasing this debt enormously 
on total waste of public money on 
useless projects that has no financial 
benefit on the citizens of aberdeen now 
we are now have been or being punished 
further by this ridiculous plans to close 
the.very heart of aberdeen city to 
appease the climate / ideas to improve 
poverty housing social welfare and 
businesses so the councillors can have 
there pay packets increased the 
councillors need to look at the reality of 
life of the citizens on poverty housing 
social welfare nhs how much more blood 
can the low income families can you 
squeeze from them just to make these 

pointless if you’re thinking of closing 
down the city heart

Great location for “new” Pittodrie, 
with emphasis on making it a family 
culture and increasing recreational 
options around this



Every encouragement and support 
should be given to locate new AFC 
stadium at the Beach.

Retail rent frameworks also needs to be 
considered to bring back lots o fhigh 
quality retail and discourage pound 
stores, bookies, ecigarette stores and the 
like.

Union Street needs to become a creative 
and cultural hub. Put small temporary 
buildings up down the centre and let 
creative types sell their work from there. 
This, along with the main building being 
galleries, restaurants, independent food 
places, cafes, etc, will revive it.
Making union st pedestrian but ensure 
disabled or elderly people can get access, 
they can’t walk from guild st

Use this area like it used to be in 
years past

The whole area is a park just  
enhance existing areas

A new beach front stadium at the 
centre of the area’s development 
would be both bold and brave, 
making Aberdeen FC a far more 
attractive draw. Moving to the 
suburban periphery would make the 
club another non-entity. This would 
keep AFC relevant, exciting and a big 
player in the city. If Aberdeen and its 
football team have any ambition, 
this must happen.

Give smaller independents shops ability 
to operate on union Street. The street 
looks tired and very unappealing cause 
theres no good shops, just poundlands, 
paddypowers or empty stores.

Free parking required 

Give more space for outdoor bars and 
cafe’s especially during the summer 
months Needs cleaned up

bring far more people to the beach 
area which will benefit cafe’s, 
amusement park and shops 
massively 

Keep the pedestrianised section
Support the local businesses thriving 
in the area

More outdoor seating for cafes bars etc 
and outdoor seating areas pedestrianised 
green areas 



The Castlegate area should be an 
architectural showpiece for the city 
and its primary public space. At 
present it is dilapidated, unappealing 
and has little to no impact on the 
civic life of the city. Regeneration of 
this area would create a heart for 
the city, akin to some of the central 
plazas seen in many European cities

Get independent stores in

Would love to see Union Street and the 
City center like other big cities in the UK 
as right now its an embarrassment. 
Pedestrianise and allow entertainers, 
food stalls, local groups to perform. 
Lower rent to encourage units to be filled 
and not with vape/charity and phone 
shops. Take pride in our streets and shop 
fronts. Use Edinburgh as an example or 
any other city to be honest as Aberdeen 
City Center right now is disgusting. I 
would be embarrassed for visitors to 
come here.

Pedestrianise only if you are going to 
make use of the space and 
encourage people to visit not just 
cones everywhere causing traffic 
carnage on other streets

We need to get more proper business in 
U.Street, less bookies and charity shops. 
Drop rates to get small local businesses 
into the area.

If you pedestrianise you need to create 
outdoor spaces. Covid has shown if done 
properly with covers etc we can have a 
cafe culture. If Nordic countries can do it 
we can. Pedestrianise thistle street 

Transport infrastructure for city to 
new stadium is vital. Trams from 
Union St as it was in the past 
Save Bon Accord Baths

Really not keen to have a new 
stadium at the beach! 



Union Street is currently a depressing 
looking, run down area with boarded up 
shops and more and more pound land 
shops. Nice, and also independent 
shopsshould be encouraged and if 
pedestrianised the street should be made 
much prettier with planters and seats to 
soften the hard aspect of the street. 
Please look at the mess of shops in 
George and King Street with polish, 
African shops etc not apparently held to 
account for the awful broken down 
signage.

Again, please try to ensure that 
buildings look nice and dont 
cheapen the area. With such a 
beautiful natural beach why spoil 
the environment

Iconic under utilised venue. Needs 
some further money spent to 
improve access and facilities 

Proper pedestrianisation would be an 
improvement Don't use this area

Would be nice to have 
cafe/pavement culture

More bus routes to beach, or even a 
tram?

Don't use the beach leisure centre so 
can't comment Could look better

Union street should be powerwashed 
(buildings and pavements), more 
cohesive signage throughout the city 
centre to guide people around to 
sights/things to do, and more cohesive 
shop front/signage. There should be 
incentives for small businesses to be able 
to rent or buy shop/cafe/pub units within 
the city centre to encourage less empty 
shop fronts.

Castlegate should be made into a 
plaza for cafe culture, bistro style 
outdoor dining, farmers/craft 
markets etc.

Pedestrianised umion street only works if 
there are shops to visit. But moving all 
traffic to an already congested street 
doesnt make sense. Even if u allow buses 
only down union street all cars go 
around. The ugly wooden bus stops need 
to go.

Try a small street train between 
castle gate and the beach in summer 
time. Buses have too long a wait

The street behind is strewn with 
needles and used condoms. Tidy up 
make floral improved parking

Do not pedestrian Union Street



Aberdeen  Football Club success lifts 
the whole area and is the best 
mental stimulate for a high 
percentage..  Keep the new stadium 
in the city.

Union Street needs to become the heart 
of the city again. It needs tidying up and 
to look like the grand old lady again. 

Aberdeen FC should stay near the 
city centre 


