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Update and advIce for prIvate 
sector tenants and landlords
The Private Rented Sector Landlord Loan scheme has 
been designed to help private landlords cover the upfront 
costs of making improvements to their rental properties. 
All registered landlords, acting either as an individual or a 
business that owns privately rented properties, can apply.

The amount landlords can borrow depends on how many 
domestic properties you have in your portfolio:

• Landlords with five properties or fewer in their portfolio 
can borrow up to £100,000 – interest free.

• Landlords with six or more properties in their portfolio 
can borrow up to £250,000 – interest rate of 3.5% APR.

The scheme covers:

• Energy Efficiency Measures

• Home Renewable Systems

• Energy Storage Systems

• Distinct Heating Scheme

• Gas grid Connection

The amount you can borrow also depends on what 
improvements you want to make and it can be repaid over 
a maximum of eight years.

Warmer Homes Scotland is designed to help owner-
occupiers and private sector tenants to make properties 
warmer and comfortable by installing a range of energy 
saving measures, who meet the qualifying criteria:

• Be homeowners or the tenants of a private-sector 
landlord

• Live in the home as their main residence

• Have lived there for at least 12 months 
(unless in receipt of a DS1500 certificate)

• Live in home with an energy rating of 67 or lower and 
which is not more than 230 square metres in floor size

• Live in a home that meets the tolerable living standard 
set out in the Housing (Scotland) Act 2006 or, where 
the home does not meet the tolerable living standards, 
this will not impact on the effectiveness of the measures 
recommended for installation under the scheme

• Householders must not have received support for 
energy efficiency measures through Warmer Homes 
Scotland funding in the last five years.

The measures offered will depend on the survey of the 
property and in most cases, costs will be met by the 
Scottish Government.

The Domestic Renewable Heat Incentive – (RHI) is 
a UK Government scheme which provides payments 
to homeowners for each unit (kWh) of renewable heat 
generated from an eligible heating system. The domestic 
RHI is administrated by Ofgem with the UK Government’s 
Department of Business Energy and Industrial Strategy 
(BEIS) responsible for key policy decisions.

It covers heating systems for eligible homes and almost 
anyone can apply (as long as they own a system that 
meets the eligibility requirements) including private and 
registered social landlords.

The Smart Export Guarantee – is the new support 
mechanism designed to ensure small-scale generators are 
paid for the renewable electricity they export to the National 
Grid. It has been in place since 1 January 2020.

Under the scheme, all licenced energy suppliers with 
150,000 or more customers must provide at least one 
Smart Export Guarantee tariff. Smaller suppliers can offer a 
tariff if they want to on a voluntary basis.

https://www.homeenergyscotland.org/find-funding-grants-and-loans/private-landlord-loans/
https://www.homeenergyscotland.org/find-funding-grants-and-loans/warmer-homes-scotland/
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/grants-and-loans/renewable-heat-incentive/
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/advice/smart-export-guarantee/

