
 
 
From: Foi Enquiries  
Sent: 10 January 2020 16:34 
 
Subject: EIR-19-1681 - Vehicle Emissions 
 
 
Thank you for your information request of 13 December 2019 and please accept our apologies for 
delay in providing the response to you.  Aberdeen City Council (ACC) has completed the necessary 
search for the information requested. Our response is now detailed below. 
 
In terms of Section 1(1) of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002, please provide me 
with the following information: - 
  
(1) The number of Fixed Penalty Notices issued under the Road Traffic (Vehicle Emissions) (Fixed 

Penalty) (Scotland) Regulations 2003.  Please show the totals issued in each year since the 
introduction of the legislation. 

Nil   
 
(2)  The number of warnings or advice issued under the Road Traffic (Vehicle Emissions) (Fixed 
Penalty) (Scotland) Regulations 2003.  Please show the total issued in each year since the 
introduction of the legislation. 
Nil   
 
(3)  A copy of all Aberdeen City Council official policy documents that have been issued to 
personnel regarding leaving parked Council vehicles idling unnecessarily 
Please see attached ref: EIR-19-1681 - Eco Driving, a page from our internal intranet, point 4 and 10 
relate to idling.    
 
In addition, the Council encourages staff to use Co-wheels car club if they need to use a car for work 
purposes which allows them to travel into work without a car but still have one to use when they get 
there. Although staff have access to any Co-wheels car that is publicly-available across the city, 12 
cars are block-booked exclusively for staff. Of these 12, 9 are hydrogen powered and 2 are electric. 
As these cars have zero tailpipe emissions, this removes the idling issue. 
 
Please also see our website  
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/services/environment/air-quality-aberdeen/idling 
 
For your information Union Street is an Air Quality Management Area where the Council has a duty 
to monitor and help control air quality. Additionally, notwithstanding any noise nuisance or air 
quality issues, vehicle idling is an offence against Road Traffic (Vehicle Emissions) (Fixed Penalty) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2003. Where appropriate a £20 fine may be issued. See link below to info 
leaflet. 
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2019-
06/Don%27t%20Be%20An%20Idler%20Flyer.pdf 
 
(4)  The number of Aberdeen City Council personnel disciplined for leaving parked Council vehicles 
idling unnecessarily. Please indicate the total numbers in each year since the introduction of the 
legislation and the nature of the disciplinary action. 
Nil  

https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/services/environment/air-quality-aberdeen/idling
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2019-06/Don%27t%20Be%20An%20Idler%20Flyer.pdf
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2019-06/Don%27t%20Be%20An%20Idler%20Flyer.pdf


  
(5)  The number of instances where Aberdeen City Council personnel have been issued with a 
recorded warning for leaving parked Council vehicles idling unnecessarily. Please indicate the 
totals in each year since the introduction of the legislation 
Nil  
 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE HANDLING OF YOUR REQUEST 
 
As the information which you requested is environmental information, as defined under Regulation 
2(1) of the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (the EIRs), we considered that it 
was exempt from release through FOISA, and must therefore give you notice that we are 
refusing  your request under Section 39(2) of FOISA (Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 
2002).  However, you have a separate right to access the information which you have requested 
under Regulation 5 of the EIRs, under which we have handled your request. Please refer to the 
attached PDF for more information about your rights under the EIRs. 
 
We hope this helps with your request.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 

Jennifer McDonald | Access to Information Officer 
Aberdeen City Council | Access to Information Team | Customer Feedback 
|Customer 
Marischal College |Business Hub 6,  1st Floor| Broad Street | Aberdeen | AB10 
1AQ 
 
Dial: 01224 522166 
www.aberdeencity.gov.uk | Twitter: @AberdeenCC | Facebook.com/AberdeenCC 
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Our Environment

Eco-driving

If you do need to be out and about in a car, the Energy Savings Trust offers ten tips for safer, greener, 
stress-free driving:

1. Check you revs - change up before 2,500 rpm (petrol) and 2,000 rpm (diesel). 
2. Anticipate road conditions and drive smoothly, avoiding sharp acceleration and heavy braking. This 

saves fuel and reduces accident rates. 
3. Use air conditioning sparingly as it significantly increases fuel consumption.
4. Drive away immediately when starting from cold - idling to heat the engine wastes fuel and causes 

rapid engine wear. 
5. Remove roof rack when not in use - they increase drag significantly. 
6. Avoid short journeys - a cold engine uses almost twice as much fuel and catalytic converters can 

take five miles to become effective. 
7. Stick to speed limits and make your fuel go further - the most efficient speed depends upon the car 

in question but is typically around 55-65mph. Faster speeds will greatly increase your fuel 
consumption. 

8. Plan your journeys - to avoid congestion, road works and getting lost. 
9. Check your tyre pressure regularly - under-inflated tyres are dangerous and can increase fuel 

consumption by up to 3%. 
10. If you are stuck in a jam, switch off - cutting the engine will save fuel and stop emissions. 

The Energy Savings Scotland Advice Centre provides free, impartial advice on a range of transport matters. 
Their advice will help you reduce your fuel consumption to save money, as well as cut down your CO2 
emissions. Specialist sustainable transport advisors are on hand to provide advice on:

Eco-driving; 
Buying cleaner, more fuel efficient cars; 
Using the car less 

To contact your local Energy Saving Scotland advice centre call freephone 0800 512 012.

If you would like more information on smarter driving, or would like to take the smarter driving test, visit 
the Energy Savings Trust website:

http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/ecodriving

If you are interested in electric car ownership please visit:

Electric and Hybrid Vehicle Ownership

If you are interested in downloading an app to help you track fuel efficiency for each car journey you make 
then why not download the Fuelgood free mobile phone app? It can track your car journeys, flagging when 
you're driving inefficiently and at the end of your journey, provides a summary of distance travelled, time 
taken, average miles per gallon and the savings you could make by driving fuel efficiently.

http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/scotland/Travel/Driving/FuelGood

Cost of Travel
Council Travel
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Information correct as of: 14/12/2017. For query regarding this page please contact: 
counciltravel@aberdeencity.gov.uk
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