
 
From: Foi Enquiries  
Sent: 19 November 2019 09:24 
 
Subject: REV-19-1351 - Unadopted Roads 
 
Dear Mr Forbes, 
 
Thank you for your email of 01 November 2019 requesting that Aberdeen City Council (ACC) review 
its handling of your request on the basis that you are not satisfied with the content of the response 
provided . I can now advise you that we have undertaken an internal review of our decision and the 
findings are set out below.  
 
Review details 
 
As you can see from my first request, I asked for a list of all the unadopted roads (not lanes) in 
Aberdeen City. What you sent me was a list of not only roads but footways, car parks, Harbour 
Board premises, pavement crossings, soft and hard landscape areas and refuges (and that is only 
going through those beginning with the letter A). A total of 260 beginning with the letter A. Within 
that list there are 13 unadopted roads, so 247 items I didn’t ask for. If you provide me with the 
information I am asking for (only unadopted roads) then my second request would then become 
reasonable.  
 
Review outcome 
 
In accordance with Section 21(4)(c) of FOISA, please find below the response to your information 
request, which comprises the Review Outcome: 
 
Can I please have a list of all unadopted roads (not lanes) in Aberdeen City?  
A list of all unadopted roads and footways was provided to you on 31 October 2019. 
 
Please note that this information is stored on our GIS mapping system. In order to obtain a copy of 
unadopted areas, an export had to be taken from GIS into Excel (as this is the only way that the 
information is stored). Extracting the information unfortunately does not allow for lanes, carparks, 
footways to be excluded. This due to the way the information is recorded and held, therefore, we 
are unable to provide a list of all unadopted roads only.  
 
While we provided a correct response, an explanation should have been provided to you explaining 
that the list covers all unadopted areas not only the roads which you asked for. We apologise that 
we did not provide you with the additional explanation as part of our original response.  
 
Can I also have a list showing which of those unadopted roads has a parking system the same as 
Craigie Park?  
A full explanation was provided to you in the response dated 31 October 2019. 
 
Due to the way the information is held, it is manifestly unreasonable to provide you the required 
details. You were also advised that we would be happy to discuss ways in which you may refine your 
request, so we can provide some information of interest to you within the maximum cost limits.   
 
In this case, the correct regulation was applied - Regulation 10(4)(b) – Manifestly Unreasonable - of 
the EIRs. 



 
 
From: Foi Enquiries  
 
Subject: EIR-19-1351 - Unadopted Roads 
 
 
Thank you for your information request of 8 October 2019.  Aberdeen City Council (ACC) has 
completed the necessary search for the information requested. Our response is now detailed below. 
 
Can I please have a list of all unadopted roads (not lanes)in Aberdeen City?  
Please see attached spreadsheet ref:  EIR-19-1351 Unadopted Roads and Footways    
 
A copy of this document is available on request by emailing foienquiries@aberdeencity.gov.uk 
 
 
Can I also have a list showing which of those unadopted roads has a parking system the same as 
Craigie Park?  

ACC is unable to provide you with information on a list showing which of those unadopted roads 
has a parking system the same as Craigie Park as it is excepted from disclosure. In order to comply 
with its obligations under the terms of Regulation 13 of the EIRs, ACC hereby gives notice that we 
are refusing your request under the terms of Regulation 10(4)(b) – Manifestly Unreasonable - of the 
EIRs. 
 
In making this decision ACC considered the following points:  
 
ACC considers that this request is manifestly unreasonable as a total of 4582 locations need to be 
compared to Craigie Park to identify if the parking system is the same.  This would take 5 minutes 
per location,  totalling approximately 381 hours to complete and the cost of this would be 
approximately £4,495. 
 
Collating all the information requested would also seriously impede on the officer’s other duties. 
 
ACC would be happy to discuss ways in which you may refine your request, so we can provide some 
information of interest to you within the maximum cost limits. Please do contact the Information 
Compliance team, who will be happy to advise you, if this is something you would like to pursue.  
 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE HANDLING OF YOUR REQUEST 
 
As the information which you requested is environmental information, as defined under Regulation 
2(1) of the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (the EIRs), we considered that it 
was exempt from release through FOISA, and must therefore give you notice that we are 
refusing  your request under Section 39(2) of FOISA (Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 
2002).  However, you have a separate right to access the information which you have requested 
under Regulation 5 of the EIRs, under which we have handled your request. Please refer to the 
attached PDF for more information about your rights under the EIRs. 
 
We hope this helps with your request.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

mailto:foienquiries@aberdeencity.gov.uk
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