
 
 
From: Foi Enquiries  
Sent: 02 September 2019 09:59 
 
Subject: EIR-19-1060 - Subletting Council Properties 
 
 
Thank you for your information request of 05 August 2019.  Aberdeen City Council (ACC) has 
completed the necessary search for the information requested. Our response is now detailed below. 
 

Please provide data for each of the last five financial years, as well as figures from the end of the 
last financial year to the present, if these figures are available. 

- How many council tenants have been investigated for subletting their property? 

In order to provide the details, we are required to check each Council tenancy record for all the 
tenancies held over the past 5 years as the information is not held anywhere centrally. This would 
take an ACC officer checking at least 1000 records, spending 10 minutes per file which equates to 
166 hours at the cost of £2,490 in total. The actual cost would be much higher as you asked for the 
data for each of the last 5 financial years. 
 
ACC is unable to provide you with information requested above as it is excepted from disclosure. In 
order to comply with its obligations under the terms of Regulation 13 of the EIRs, ACC hereby gives 
notice that we are refusing your request under the terms of Regulation 10(4)(b) – Manifestly 
Unreasonable - of the EIRs. 
 
In making this decision ACC considered the following points:  
 
ACC considers that this request is manifestly unreasonable as the length of time required to collating 
all the information requested would seriously impede on the ACC’s duty to provide other services to 
the public. There would also impact on the officer’s (who would examine each tenancy records) daily 
tasks and other duties.  
 
ACC would be happy to discuss ways in which you may refine your request, so we can provide some 
information of interest to you that would not impact on other duties of our officer . Please do 
contact the Access to Information team, who will be happy to advise you, if this is something you 
would like to pursue. 

- How many of these were subsequently found to have been subletting, or attempting to sublet, 
their property? 

Again, in order to provide the details, we are required to check each Council tenancy record for all 
the tenancies held over the past 5 years as the information is not held anywhere centrally. This 
would take an ACC officer checking at least 1000 records, spending 10 minutes per file which 
equates to 166 hours at the cost of £2,490 in total. The actual cost would be much higher as you 
asked for the data for each of the last 5 financial years. 
 
ACC is unable to provide you with information requested above as it is excepted from disclosure. In 
order to comply with its obligations under the terms of Regulation 13 of the EIRs, ACC hereby gives 



notice that we are refusing your request under the terms of Regulation 10(4)(b) – Manifestly 
Unreasonable - of the EIRs. 
 
In making this decision ACC considered the following points:  
 
ACC considers that this request is manifestly unreasonable as the length of time required to collating 
all the information requested would seriously impede on the ACC’s duty to provide other services to 
the public. There would also impact on the officer’s (who would examine each tenancy records) daily 
tasks and other duties.  
 
ACC would be happy to discuss ways in which you may refine your request, so we can provide some 
information of interest to you that would not impact on other duties of our officer . Please do 
contact the Access to Information team, who will be happy to advise you, if this is something you 
would like to pursue. 

- What fines, if any, were these people given? Please specify for each case. 

0 

- How many of these were evicted from their council property? 

0 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE HANDLING OF YOUR REQUEST 
 
As the information which you requested is environmental information, as defined under Regulation 
2(1) of the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (the EIRs), ACC considered that it 
was exempt from release through FOISA, and must therefore give you notice that we are 
refusing  your request under Section 39(2) of FOISA (Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 
2002).  However, you have a separate right to access the information which you have requested 
under Regulation 5 of the EIRs, under which ACC has handled your request. Please refer to the 
attached PDF for more information about your rights under the EIRs. 
 
We hope this helps with your request.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 

Access to Information Team 
Aberdeen City Council | Access to Information Team | Customer Feedback 
|Customer 
Marischal College | Business Hub 6 |1st Floor | Broad Street | Aberdeen | AB10 
1AQ 
 
Dial: 01224 522166 
www.aberdeencity.gov.uk | Twitter: @AberdeenCC | Facebook.com/AberdeenCC 
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