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MANUFACTURING AND ENGINEERING 
This resource supports learning at home for secondary school learners. The six themes 
cover different curricular areas: Art of Empowerment, Science of Colour, Wellbeing, 
Victorians, Manufacturing and Engineering and Natural Environment. 

Victorians explores the people and innovations of a time that experienced great social 
and technological change. The following artworks and activities will help you explore 
this.

Google Classroom code: hbn7ngp

This Gordon Tartan Dress was worn by Queen 
Victoria who reigned from 1837 to 1901 . Queen 
Victoria and Prince Albert championed the wearing of 
tartan in their own and their children’s clothes. They 
enjoyed regular visits to Balmoral, Aberdeenshire and 
helped to make tartan fashionable in the 19th century.

This dress dates from 1854 and is made of silk and 
velvet.  It was made especially for Queen Victoria and 
gives us an idea of her height and size.  Notice the 
nipped in waist and long full skirts, typical of Victorian 
fashion.  

Tartan continues to be a popular fashion statement 
today. Read more about it here

Activity
Choose a person that you admire. This can 
be someone you know or perhaps someone 
in the public eye such as a musician, actor or 
sports person.

Design a piece of tartan clothing for that 
person.  Your choice of colours and style 
should reflect their personality, interests or 
job. Sketch, draw or collage your design.
 

Gordon Tartan Dress, 1854 

https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20170912-why-tartan-is-a-symbol-of-both-rebellion-and-sophistication


The Tennis Party by James Lavery (1885) is a painting of a game of tennis played in 
the Glasgow sunshine, during the Victorian era.  It shows young men and women 
playing mixed doubles in, what was then, the new sport of lawn tennis.  Perhaps 
contrasting with our idea of the Victorians as rigid and severe, the game shows 
young people in a relaxed social environment with friends and family observing a 
dynamic game. 

Look at the clothing of these early tennis players.  how does it contrast with today’s 
clothing in sport and on the street? Read about how sportwear became high fashion 
here.

The Tennis Party, 1885, John Lavery  Activity 
How do young people socialise today?  Using a smart phone, take a 
picture of young people in an everyday activity to recreate Lavery’s 
scene in your own way. Consider how you will capture pose and 
movement in your photo.  

Learn 
Listen to a short audio about The Tennis Party on our website. Click Here

Museum of Youth Culture is dedicated to the styles, sounds and social 
movements innovated by young people over the last 100 years. Click Here 

SECONDARY LEVEL

@AbdnArtMuseumsAberdeen Art Gallery | Schoolhill | Aberdeen AB10 1FQ | tel. 03000 200 293 | www.aagm.co.uk

https://www.originoutside.com/insights/how-sportswear-became-high-fashion
https://emuseum.aberdeencity.gov.uk/objects/1891/the-tennis-party?ctx=bed61ba701bbd90d5c3a1d0495aaae9e429f531c&idx=0
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/museum-of-youth-culture

