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SCIENCE OF COLOUR
This resource supports classroom and home learning for primary school learners. The 
six themes cover different curricular areas: Art of Empowerment, Science of Colour, 
Wellbeing, Victorians, Manufacturing and Engineering and Natural Environment. 

Science of Colour explores the importance of colour in the world in which we live. 
The following artworks and activities will help you explore this. 

Google Classroom code: gfdamog   

Spider Mosaic Brooch was created by the British 
artist Peter Chang in 1989. It is made of plastic, a 
material that does not cost a lot of money and that 
can be sculpted into new and unusual shapes. 

In the 1970s Chang would get the materials for his 
creations from shops in the Chinatown district 
of his hometown, Liverpool. Red and yellow were 
popular colours in that community and this colour 
combination often features in his work.

In nature bright colours can mean different 
things. For some animals it can be a method of 
impressing potential mates. For others, a warning 
to predators that they are poisonous or toxic and 
by eating them the predator will be harmed. 
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Learn
The colour blue is quite rare in nature. 
Watch this short video to discover why. 
Click Here 

Spider Mosaic Brooch, 1989, Peter Chang

https://www.pbs.org/video/why-is-blue-so-rare-in-nature-f9lv1b/


This brightly coloured piece of sculpture called Red Form was made in 2016 by the Danish artist Merete 
Rasmussen.

The artist finds that using an intense colour like red shows strength and energy. It almost looks like the artwork 
is moving and it is impossible to tell where this continuous ribbon of clay starts and finishes. 

There are three primary colours: red, yellow, and blue A primary colour cannot be made by mixing 
other colours together. 

Activity 
Make four ice cubes of each primary colour using water and food colouring in an ice cube tray. Place 
in the freezer. Fill up six clear jars with warmish water. When the ice cubes are frozen add them in 
different combinations to the jars. As the ice cubes melt you will see the different colours you are 
making.

Create
You can make your own black and yellow spider using play dough. Watch this video for some handy 
hints. Click Here  

Activity
Try out this easy science experiment to make plastic from milk. You can mould it into whatever shape 
you like before adding colour to it. Click Here

Red Form, 2016, Merete Rasmussen
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p5uK9JL6yXw
https://sciencebob.com/make-plastic-milk/

