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1     Wellington Suspension Bridge
The opening of the Aberdeen-Stonehaven turnpike 
road in 1799 opened up access to a lot of ground 
in Torry. The land owners, the Menzies Lairds of 
Pitfodels, wanted to develop new farms and better 
links with the rapidly expanding city of Aberdeen.  
A new suspension bridge was planned in 1829 by 
Menzies along with the heritors of the Church of Nigg, 
off Wellington Road. The Bridge links Ferryhill on the 
north of the river with the high bank of Craiglug and 
Torry, replacing the Craiglug ferry. The Bridge was              
refurbished in 1930 and in 1984 vehicles were no 
longer allowed on it. It was finally closed in 2002, but 
there are currently plans to reopen it to pedestrians.

2     The medieval bridge of Dee 
Although the current Bridge of Dee dates to the 16th 
century, a charter dated 1384 shows that there was 
a much earlier bridge across the River Dee. Although  
the exact spot of this has never been definitely               
established it is possible that it spanned the river at 
Craiglug. The bridge had fallen into disuse by the mid 
15th century when a charter was issued to erect a 
new bridge which never seems to have been built.

Wellington Suspension Bridge in the 1930s. Photograph taken by 
Leonard Pelman
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Today the town of Torry is a busy community: it is part of 
Aberdeen but still retains something of an independent 
feel to it. It contains many different shops, while people 
who live here reflect the wide ethnic, national and 
religious bases of Aberdeen as a whole. Torry as we 
know it today is the result of growth and development 
over some 1000 years. Many of the oldest associations 
and traditions are now only remembered in street and 
place names. However at least one potentially ancient 
site, Balnagask motte, sits amongst modern housing, 
whilst others are recorded on the City’s Sites and 
Monuments Record.
Historical records show that people have been living 
in Torry since at least the 12th century. However some  
archaeological finds show that people have been living 
in this area since at least 8000-10000 years ago. 
Historically Torry developed as two separate towns 
known as Upper and Lower Torry. What we call ‘old 
Torry’ developed from Lower Torry, whilst Upper Torry 
was located roughly in the area of the west end of 
Sinclair Road. Torry is first mentioned in a document 
dated 1484 although by that time the town was 
probably already of some age. 
By the 18th century the land was in part owned by the 
City of Aberdeen on the one hand and the Lairds of 
Pitfodels (the Menzies family) on the other. Problems 
arose from legal disputes between the two  parties as 
to exactly what bits of land they owned and eventually, 
after arbitration, the lands were split between the two 
owners. Aberdeen got the coastal area and Menzies 
Lairds of Pitfodels the riverside areas. 
What we know as Old Torry developed in the early 19th 
century out of the old medieval settlement of Lower 
Torry, whilst what we call Torry today is a product of 
the late 19th century when the area began to expand 
rapidly. New streets were laid out forming the pattern 
we are familiar with today and services and amenities 
followed. In 1891 Torry was amalgamated with the 
City of Aberdeen: historically it had been part of 
Kincardineshire. This leaflet will trace this development 
and tell the story of urban Torry as we see it today. 

All images copyright Aberdeen Art Gallery & Museums Collections unless 
otherwise stated.

Cover image: Corner of Victoria Road and Menzies Road.



5     Victoria Bridge
Victoria Bridge was erected following the Dee Ferry 
Boat Disaster, which claimed the lives of 32 people on 
5 April 1857. The Ferry Boat had for centuries crossed 
from Pocra Quay (on the north side of the mouth of 
the Dee) to Torry (on the south side). A packed boat 
on 5 April, a Feastday, had gone down, claiming the 
lives of some 32 people. There had been plans for 
some time for a new bridge across to Torry but this 
disaster provided the final impetus for building one. 
Victoria Bridge was formally opened 2 July 1881.          
It was partly funded by public contribution and partly 
by the Corporation of Aberdeen. The link provided 
by the bridge allowed direct access for carriages from 
Torry, via Market Street, to the heart of Aberdeen. Its 
opening was very timely and greatly facilitated the 
rapid expansion of Torry in the following years.

Victoria Bridge 

6     Torry Fire and Police Station, 1891
The first fire station in Torry was located at the        
junction of Victoria Road and Sinclair Road. This was      
a wooden building which incorporated police cells, as 
well as fire hose reels and hand drawn ambulances.

The decision to erect this building had been taken as 
a consequence of the amalgamation of Torry (along 
with Woodside and Old Aberdeen) into the City of 
Aberdeen in 1891. Prior to this the area had come 
under the jurisdiction of Kincardineshire Police. Chief 
Constable Wyness planned a series of sub stations to 
be erected across the city. The one in Torry was made 
of teak and similar to Glasgow’s sub police stations.

3    Torry Auxiliary Fire Station, World War II
Immediately prior to the outbreak of hostilities, in 
1939, nine locations within Aberdeen were selected  
to be Auxiliary Fire Stations. In Torry the site was 
Cordiner’s garage on Menzies Road. A number of 
part time firemen were subsequently trained up and       
allocated to each of the Auxiliary Stations. 

The Auxiliary Station was issued with trailer pumps 
which were towed by specially adapted civilian 
saloon cars. Of the fires attended by the firemen 
from Cordiner’s perhaps the most notable was that 
at Victoria Road School on 30 June 1940, which had 
been caused by a German incendiary bomb.

4     Torry Police and Fire Station, 1898
In 1898 the station (see No.6) was moved to the Torry 
side of Victoria Bridge. Today the site is occupied 
by a café. The building again housed both a fire 
station and a police station. The sub fire station was 
equipped with two hand carts, one with a 250 foot 
hose reel, whilst the other carried 300 feet of hose 
and two small ladders. The fire station continued in 
use until the early 1920s when all sub stations within 
Aberdeen were closed and the fire service became 
fully motorised.

Torry Leading Fireman W.A.White and  Torry Fire Patrol Officer 
K.S.Bell



8     Torry Cinema
As early as 1910 Torry had its own cinema. The Torry 
Skating Rink Syndicate used its premises on Sinclair 
Road, calling them Torry Picture Palace. The First 
World War eventually ended this venture. After the 
War, on 2 May 1921, a new cinema was opened, 
the Torry Picture House on Crombie Road. This later 
changed its name to the Torry Cinema. Throughout 
the 1920s a band played accompaniment to the 
films shown at the 
Picture House. ‘Talkies’ 
were introduced on 
15 September 1930, 
with ‘The Trial of Mary 
Dugan’. The cinema  
closed on 24 September 
1966. 

Upper and Lower Torry
These were the first two hamlets from which modern 
Torry developed. These settlements were part of a 
series of lands, stretching down to Cove on the east 
coast, which belonged to the Abbot of the Abbey of 
Arbroath from the 12th century until the reformation 
in 1560. Lower Torry seems to have been the larger 
of the two settlements. In 1495 the Abbot received 
a charter from James IV erecting Torry into a Burgh 
of Barony. This was to help develop services for 
travellers coming to Aberdeen. The subsequent 
building of the Bridge of Dee in the 1520s was 
probably instrumental in ensuring that Torry never 
developed as a Burgh of Barony. But the community 
continued to grow. In 1535 there is the name of 
Torry’s first pub, ‘le Sandy Velle’. The hamlets were 
composed of a number of  different crofts. By the late 
18th century Lower Torry had begun to develop into 
what we know as Old Torry.

7     Post Office
Old Torry had long had a post office, run by Mr 
Burnett, and then his daughter, and was located 
at   56 Baxter Street (No.13 on map). ‘New’ Torry, 
however, had a number of post offices. This one was 
located at 66 Victoria Road. It seems to have opened 
early in the 20th century, and had savings bank 
facilities, but was a sub post office, as was the one 
located on Baxter Street. The first ‘full’ office, known 
as the Telegraph Office, was located at 123 Abbey 
Road, which later moved to 116 Abbey Road.

Torry Cinema 

This was one of the first streets to be developed 
when ‘new’ Torry began to develop in the late 19th 
century. As the population of Aberdeen grew and as 
there were advances in fishing technology, there was 
a need for new space. After some very controversial 
debate, a private company, The Torry Land 
Association, purchased the land previously occupied 
by Torry Farm. The first houses on what would 
become Victoria Road, Nos 104 and 110, were built 
after 1883, by Calder Duncan and David Alexander. 
However, the original villas have since been 
demolished and replaced by tenements. After Victoria 
Road, the next streets to develop 
were Menzies Road and Walker Road. 
Victoria Road retains something of a 
village feel to it along with its grand 
19th century tenements, many of 
which retain tram rosettes on their 
frontages. The rosettes are where 
overhead power lines for the trams 
were fixed into the wall. 

Victoria Road 

Late 19th century political cartoon, arguing against purchasing 
Torry farm. © Aberdeen City Archives

Tram rosette on 
Victoria Road

Victoria Road



Site of Upper Torry

Site of Lower Torry/Old Torry Village

Balnagask

Site of Redmoss prefabs



10  Torry Library
Plans to build a reading room in Torry were approved 
by Aberdeen City Council on 15 November 1901. 
The building was designed by Messrs Brown and 
Watt Architects. It was built at a cost of £1561 10s 
6d. Originally there were plans for a verandah to be     
constructed at the end of the building to allow for 
open air reading, but unfortunately these plans were 
never realised. The reading room was opened on 19 
December 1902 by Provost James Walker. Initially, as 
it was not a lending library, members would request 
books which would be fetched from the Central 
Library on Rosemount Viaduct by a man with a hand 
cart. The reading room was a great success from the 
start with some 31367 visitors in the first 9 months. 

9     Walker Road School
After Victoria Road School, this was the second school 
to be opened after Torry had been incorporated into 
Aberdeen (1891). Walker Road School was opened on 
8 March 1897 with a roll of nearly 600 pupils. James 
Campbell was the first head teacher. During the First 
World War troops 
were billeted here, 
and at Victoria Road 
Primary, prior to being 
shipped off to war. 
The school buildings 
were altered in 1934, 
school meals were 
introduced in 1941 
and indoor toilets 
were provided 
in 1964.

Torry Library 

Walker Road Primary School 

Old Torry 
Village
It was from Lower 
Torry that ‘old Torry’ 
village developed. 
Essentially it was a 
fisher community. 
Its houses mostly 
dated to the 
19th century and 
included very 
characteristic narrow streets and forestairs, indicating 
that a house was split between those living down stairs 
and those upstairs. Much of this quaint old fish town 
was lost in 1871 when the course of the River Dee was 
diverted. Paradoxically a lot of new ground was also 
created at that time. Much of the remainder of the 
village was lost in the 1970s when the harbour and 
quay area again expanded, this time with the oil trade. 
Only one or two streets (such as Abbey Road) and a 
few houses are left from old Torry, although none are 
earlier than 19th century in date. 

Old Torry in 1895

Old Torry

Plan, 8 April 1869, showing parts of Old Torry that were to be 
destroyed when the Dee was diverted. © Aberdeen City Archives



Housing at Balnagask
As we have seen, housing in Torry has grown in a  
number of different stages. Balnagask Estate was 
developed for 
housing in the 
mid 1960s, whilst 
Aberdeen’s first  
timber-framed 
housing was built 
on Balnagask Road 
in 1974. Just after 
this a number 
of prefabricated  
houses, built in 
the wake of the housing crisis after the Second World 
War, was earmarked for demolition. They were located 
on Redmoss Gardens (highlighted green on the map). 
Other prefabs were located at various places in Torry. 
They were only supposed to have been used for 10-15 
years but remained in use for over 20. 

House building at Balnagask

Sketch plan of a house at Balnagask

11 Torry Intermediate School/                   
Torry Academy
This was built, from Peterhead granite, on the brow 
of Torry Hill and was opened on 29 August 1927. 
The first headmaster was Robert Bain. After the 
Second World War, the rear block was expanded 
and after Aberdeen Education Department adopted 
the Comprehensive System the school became 
Torry Academy in 1970. The new front extension, 
completed in 1977, was necessitated by growing 
numbers of pupils.

12 Abbey Road/Victoria Road School
The parish of Nigg had its parish school from the 18th 
century. The first school, that we know the location of, 
was opened near Nigg Kirk in January 1849, with Mr 
Barnet as head  master. Torry Public School opened 
on 2 May 1873 on Abbey Road. The local Fishermen’s 
Association had voted £1400 towards its construction. 
As the population grew in size there was a need 
to expand the school. In 1905 the old Abbey Road 
school was extended considerably, at a cost of £8700, 
and renamed Victoria Road Primary School. Part of the 
old building was incorporated into the infants’ section 
of the ‘new’ school.

Torry Academy today

Victoria Road Primary School today



13  Post Office 
See No. 7

14  Balnagask Motte
This large mound is traditionally thought to be a 
motte, an earthen structure which once supported 
an early wooden castle, sometimes with a lower 
enclosed area known as a bailey. That type of castle 
design was brought to this country by the Normans 
and many were constructed throughout Scotland, 
England and Wales from the 11th century onwards. 
In the early 20th century, a summerhouse crowned 
the top of the mound, which by that date was within 
the grounds of Balnagask House. The building of 
the summerhouse probably altered the shape of the 
upper mound, which has never been excavated by 
archaeologists. According to legend, the motte is 
associated with one Cormac de Nugg, whose name 
appears in a 13th century charter, but there is no 
evidence to relate him to this area. 

Balnagask Motte 

15  Tullos Primary School
The construction of this splendid art deco style school 
began in 1938. Inevitably the Second World War 
stopped the building work and it was not until 1950 
that the school was finally opened. The building was 
designed by the architect John Alexander Ogg Allan, 
who was responsible for a number of other notable 
schools in Aberdeen, for example St Peter’s on King 
Street and Frederick Street School. 

Tullos Primary School



For further information contact 
03000 200 293

info@aagm.co.uk 
www.aagm.co.uk

Aberdeen Information Centre 
01224 269180

www.visitscotland.com/destinations-maps/
aberdeen-city-shire 

For public transport information contact Travel Line
www.travelinescotland.com

Other trails in this series can be found at: 
www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/heritagetrails

& at www.aagm.co.uk

For a large text version contact 
03000 200 293

Torry Urban Trail 

is one of a series of themed trails 
being developed around the City. 


