
 

 

 

  

Coins, 
Medals 
& Tokens 

Small objects that have 

helped people trade, 

celebrate and 

commemorate deeds, 

coins and banknotes 

along with medals and 

tokens are referred to as 

numismatics. 

 



 

 

  Coins and banknotes 
 

Our outstanding collection 

Scottish coins and banknotes 

date from the 13th century to the 

present day, and includes coin 

hoards buried in Aberdeen in the 

14th century. We still collect 

Scottish coins and notes as well 

as some international currencies 

which reflect Aberdeen's trading 

relationships.  

 

Banknotes, like this one from the Banking Company, Aberdeen were 

issued as “promissory notes” from each individual bank and might 

even be to a named individual. If you read one of the bank notes in 

your wallet you should still be able to find the phrase “…promise to 

pay the bearer…” 



 

 

 

The Upperkirkgate hoard was 

discovered in 1886 and consisted of 

over 12,000 silver coins contained 

in a copper-alloy pot. The individual 

coins date from around the middle 

to the end of the 14th century. 

“Hoard” usually refer to something 

that was deliberately buried, often 

for safe-keeping. 

 

This silver penny was one of the last 

to be struck at the same value as its 

English equivalent.  Since Aberdeen 

was probably the only Scottish mint 

operating outside Edinburgh in David 

II's reign it saw considerable activity.  

Groats, half-groats and pennies were 

all struck. In 1367 a decision was 

taken to coin 352 Scottish pence to 

the pound of silver instead of 300.  

Gradually over the centuries the gap 

between Scottish and English values 

widended so that in the 17th century 

Scottish money had only one twelfth 

of the value of English coins of the 

same type.  

 



 

 

  

   

 

  

Trade tokens or token coins were 

given instead of legal tender or coins 

of the realm and could only be 

exchanged in limited places such as 

this farthing-size token (a quarter of 

a penny) bearing the arms of the city 

of Aberdeen. It was issued by George 

Brantingham, grocer and wine 

merchant, Broad Street, Aberdeen 

and only for use in that shop.   

 

Communion tokens were used to allow members 

of a church to take part in the Communion and 

would only be given to those who were considered 

faithful and virtuous. We hold over 450 tokens 

from a variety of churches from 

the 17th century up to the  

early 20th century. 
 

Tokens 
 



 

 

      

 

  

Commemorative and prize medals 

celebrate events or personal achievements 

such as those of Donald Dinnie, world 

famous Aberdeenshire strong man and all-

round athlete, or “Professor” John Henry 

Anderson, magician and “Wizard of the 

North” to commemorate his command 

performance for Queen Victoria in 1849.  

 

This spectacular example was 

presented to Aberdonian Robert 

Bruce, as the amateur world record 

holder for non-stop roller skating, at 

Aberdeen's Music Hall in 1931. His 

record breaking time was 61 hours 

and 36 minutes. 

 

Medals 
 



 

 

  Many of the military medals 

in the collection tell us stories 

of heroic deeds or of lives lost 

in war.  

 

A few illustrate surprising careers such as 

Brigadier James Maurice Frost, born in 

Aberdeen and trained in engineering with 

John Blaikie & Son, Littlejohn Street. After 

serving for a time in the Government 

Munitions Department at Woolwich Arsenal 

he went to Turkey as a British government 

representative to advise the Ottoman 

government in the production of armaments.   

He was placed in charge of the government 

laboratory and in the Imperial Ottoman 

Artillery was given the rank of General of 

Brigade with the title Pasha. 

 



 

 

  

 

 
This Distinguished Service Cross  

has the original presentation ribbon 

attached.  It was awarded to Horace 

Edwards Nutten.  The official 

statement reads “For services in 

Mine-sweeping operations between 

the 1st July 1916 and 31st March 

1917”, however the family history 

suggests he was awarded it for 

ramming a German U-Boat. 
 

Others we know far less about such as this 

Queen's South Africa Medal awarded to 

Driver C. Jinks. This medal was awarded to 

military personnel and civilians who served 

during the Second Boer War between 1899 

and 1902. Each metal clasp represents a 

battle of campaign that Mr Jinks was 

involved in. 


