
 

 

  

Archaeology 

Aberdeen's waterlogged soil conditions 
are ideal for preserving archaeology, and 
the medieval finds include rare organic 
items like shoes, textiles and wooden 
artefacts used hundreds of years ago.  
 
We continue to collect from excavations 
in Aberdeen, as well as other local 
discoveries reported to Treasure Trove.  
 
The collection also holds some 
prehistoric items, as well as ancient 
Greek and Egyptian objects donated by 
local collectors. 
 



 

 

 Local excavations 
 

Within the archaeology collection 

there is evidence of local 

mortuary practice or death rites. 

This Bronze Age beaker was found 

in a cist burial at Scotstown, 

Bridge of Don. Beakers are a type 

decorated pottery that are usually 

found in funerary contexts, they 

have been found all over Europe. 

Much of the decoration on this 

pot was made using a toothed 

comb. 

The vessel is also representative 

of Beaker culture. 

 Whilst we see evidence of 

death rites in the collection, 

we also see plenty of 

evidence of life being played 

out in a way familiar to us 

today. This bone die was 

found on the Green in 

Aberdeen. 

 



 

 

  

The place of origin  

shows clear evidence  

of trade networks in the 

1400s, and the object also 

shows the painstaking 

work  undertaken to 

restore it from so many 

broken pieces! 

This large jug was made near 

Toynton, Lincolnshire in the 

1400s and is one of several 

examples of pottery coming to 

Aberdeen from the east coast 

of England. 

The jug is decorated with three 

moulded faces, which have 

been variously interpreted as 

men with beards or as bears.  

It was found in over 300 pieces 

on a site near Castle Street. 



 

 

  

Hoards are groups of objects like coins, bullion, jewellery or other 

precious metals that have been deliberately buried. 

Aberdeen City is home to an unusually high number of coin hoards 

that have been uncovered by archaeologists. In fact, Aberdeen has 

the highest number of coin hoards concentrated in one location! 

This medieval hoard was found in the St Nicholas Street area, where 

a total of four hoards have been found.  

 

Hoards 
 



 

 

 

  

This carved stone 

ball, about the 

size of a tennis 

ball, was found at 

Logie Buchan. 

 

Carved stone balls 
 

Carved stone balls are a mysterious Scottish phenomenon and rarely 

found outside of the north east. No one knows exactly what they 

were used for but there has been much speculation over the years. 

Over 400 of these balls have been found in Scotland and this 

collection holds 15 of them.  



 

 

 

  

The collection includes chance finds or items that were not found 

through planned excavation, simply discovered by chance. These 

might include items found while farming or metal detecting.  

Such chance finds must be reported to the Treasure Trove office. 

Once an item and its value are assessed, Treasure Trove then allocate 

it to the most appropriate museum or heritage collection. 

This intricately made annular  

brooch is rare example of a  

gold chance find. It was found 

near Kildrummy Castle in 1993  

in plough soil and was purchased 

through Treasure Trove.  

 

This silver gilt fede ring was found 

by a metal detectorist near Lonmay, 

Aberdeenshire.  

Chance finds and Treasure Trove 
 

Fede or faith rings were common in the medieval 

period.  The bezel takes the form of clasped hands 

and the band has six raised panels, each of which 

contains a letter reading 'IHESVS' (Jesus).  

 



 

 

  

  
The soil in Aberdeen City Centre has some special characteristics that 

are also found in York and Dublin. In areas where the soil is 

waterlogged there is very little oxygen present, which helps to 

preserve organic finds, such as leather and wood.   

Soil preservation in Aberdeen 
 

It may be a bit difficult to tell but this is a 

leather boot upper. It was found during 

an excavation at 42 St Paul Street in an 

area that was used as a rubbish dump.  

 

There are remains of stitching 

at the edges and 5 holes are 

visible which may have been 

used for lacing. 

 

This currach paddle provides evidence of small 

boats being used around Aberdeen harbour. 

Similar examples are rare and have only been 

found in a small number of other places. 

Currach are small boats made from animal 

skins stretched over a rounded wooden frame. 

 



 

 

 

Some of the items in our collections were donated by local collectors 

who travelled around Europe in the 1800s and early 1900s. They 

brought back items from their travels and later donated these to the 

collection. The majority of the antiquarian objects are from ancient 

Egyptian and Greek cultures. 

  
Antiquarian objects 
 

Greek amphorae were 

used for storing wine and 

foodstuffs.  

 

 

 

 

This Athenian black figure 

ware example dates to 

around 520-510BC. It is 

decorated with feasting 

and drinking scenes on 

one side, and a warrior 

confronting a chariot on 

the other side. 

 

 


