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creative thinking at aberdeen art gallery
Welcome to Aberdeen Art Gallery. This pack has been put together by our 
experienced learning team to help you explore the building and Special Exhibitions 
programme with your learners. Every artwork tells a story, giving an insight into a 
particular culture, society or time in history. Exploring the Special Exhibition will 
encourage curiosity, imagination and problem solving. 

About Aberdeen Art Gallery
The opening of Aberdeen Art Gallery on 7 July 1885 
was made possible by financial contributions from local 
businessmen including granite and flour merchants, 
art collectors and civic-minded individuals. The people 
who paid for this building also donated many of the 
older paintings that you see on display today. They were 
philanthropists who wished to give something back to 
the community by establishing a public venue for the 
enjoyment and appreciation of art. 

Before your visit
You may want to begin with a picture of Aberdeen Art 
Gallery and ask your learners to set some questions about 
the gallery and what they might see there.  This will help 
to de-mystify what an art gallery is, who it’s there for and 
hopefully have them looking forward to their visit. 

 

How to use the teacher’s notes
This resource provides you with suggested activities, 
discussion questions and background information on our 
inaugural special exhibition Martin Parr: Think of Scotland.

As these teacher’s notes will be available to download from 
our website, some images of the artworks are copyright 
protected and cannot be included in the pack.

This resource is suitable for learners at Upper Primary level

Before bringing a group to the exhibition, teachers and 
group leaders are encouraged to visit the exhibition, read 
the resource and decide which aspects are most relevant 
for their group. If you intend to do a photographic activity, 
let us know in advance if you would like to book iPads for 
use during your visit.  If you need use of the learning space 
for storing bags, coats or to have lunch, again, please let us 
know in advance of you visit.

This resource can also be used in the classroom before 
or following a visit to the gallery and enables teachers and 
students to draw out key themes within the exhibition. 
Selected artworks are starting points for conversation, 
debate and making.



On arrival
Go to the welcome desk and our staff there will tell you 
where to store your coats and bags.

They will also point out where the toilets and lifts are.

Our staff will provide you with any equipment you have 
booked in advance of your visit.

If you have booked our learning space to use for a snack or 
lunch, please let our staff know. Eating and drinking in the 
gallery spaces is not allowed.

theme for this pack:  
martin parr - think of scotland
Curriculum references
This resource will support learners to explore themes relating to leisure, Scottish identity  
and portraiture.

Expressive Arts
• Recognising and nurturing creative and aesthetic talents
• Providing opportunities to deepen understanding of culture in Scotland and the wider world
• Enhancing and enriching learning through partnerships with professional arts companies, creative 

adults and cultural organisations

Social Studies
• Developing an understanding of the history, heritage and culture of Scotland and an appreciation 

of local and national heritage within the world
• Exploring and evaluating different types of sources

Literacy
• Engaging with a variety of texts in different media including photography
• Extending and enriching vocabulary through listening, talking, watching and reading objects that are 

in the background.

Around the Gallery
Explain to your learners why they must not touch any of 
the art on display (oily hands can damage artworks) unless 
a label invites them to do so. 

You are welcome to sketch with pencils in the Art Gallery 
but please make sure your learners are creative on their 
paper only, not on any other surfaces!

Please supervise your pupils appropriately at all times 
and ask them to be considerate of other visitors.   We 
recommend an adult learner ratio of 1:10.

We really hope you enjoy your visit to Aberdeen Art 
Gallery and we welcome any feedback on how to improve 
the experience for others.
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WayfindingGETTING AROUND THE ART GALLERY
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INFORMATION AND ACTIVITIES

About the artist
Martin Parr was born in Epsom, Surrey in 1952. He is one of Britain’s best known and widely 
celebrated photographers. He started taking photographs when he was a teenager, encouraged 
by his grandfather, before studying photography at Manchester Polytechnic from 1970 to 1973. 

Parr has had over 40 solo photobooks published and has featured in 80 exhibitions worldwide. 
Since 1994, Parr has been a member of Magnum Photos and in 2014 Parr was voted in as 
president of Magnum Photos International, a post he held until 2017.

About Martin Parr’s work
Martin Parr’s photographs document aspects of everyday 
life which can be mundane, bizarre or humorous. Parr has 
been dubbed the ‘chronicler of our times’. His enduring 
photographic interest in leisure, consumption and 
communication enables us to see things that have seemed 
familiar in a completely new way. His photographs are 
original and entertaining, accessible and understandable. 
Their humour makes us laugh at ourselves, with a sense of 
recognition and release. 

Much of Parr’s work uses exaggerated, saturated colour 
and is presented as a series of images exploring his central 
themes of consumerism, tourism and leisure. The people 
in his photographs seem to be unaware that they are being 
photographed providing us, the viewer, a candid glimpse 
into their lives and behaviours.

Think of Scotland has been developed over a 25-year 
period in which Martin Parr has visited locations across 
the length and breadth of the country, from Ayrshire to 
Aberdeenshire and from Orkney to the Western Isles. 
Exploring leisure, landscape, food and community, this 
is the first retrospective of Parr’s work from Scotland, a 
country for which he has a great affection. Speaking of the 
lure that keeps calling him back to Scotland, Parr explains: 
“It’s a very beautiful country and the people are great. The 
social scene is interesting. It’s different from where I live in 
Bristol, it’s rougher and more engaging and quite dramatic. 
That difference really appeals to me.”

Aberdeen at Leisure, has been specially commissioned by 
Aberdeen Art Gallery. Over several visits to the city in 2017 
Parr photographed Aberdonians in locations as diverse 
as sporting venues, places of worship and nightclubs. 
The commission not only celebrates the re-opening of 
Aberdeen Art Gallery, but also creates a lasting legacy to 
inspire future generations of photographers, with a new 
series of images made in Aberdeen by one of the world’s 
foremost photographers. Martin Parr said: “I am excited 
to share my portrait of Aberdeen with the citizens who 
appear in it. There is never a better audience than the 
subjects themselves, who are pictured here enjoying  
the incredible variety of leisure activities Aberdeen  
has to offer.”
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Galleries 22-21
Think of ScotlandTHINK OF SCOTLAND

Martin Parr

Look at the series of works called Think of Scotland by 
Martin Parr. As well as looking at the people, places and 
objects in the photographs, think about the photographer 
who has created the images. 

Discussion
There are a variety of places, people and objects in 
the photographs, choose one photograph that shows 
an unusual view of Scotland. What elements in the 
photograph make it ‘Scottish’?

Discuss with your group what ‘Scottishness’ means and 
how it can mean different things to different people.

What do Martin Parr’s images reveal about Scotland today? 

Activity – Ways of Understanding
• Select one photograph that you would use in an 

advertising campaign promoting Scotland. 
• In your group, come up with a slogan that would 

accompany your chosen image and encourage people to 
visit Scotland.
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Gallery 20 
Aberdeen at LeisureABERDEEN AT LEISURE

Martin Parr

Look at the series of works called Aberdeen at Leisure by 
Martin Parr.  Think about what makes these images unusual 
and interesting.

Discussion
Consider the themes that Martin Parr selects.  Why do you 
think he is drawn to the themes of national identity and 
popular leisure activities?

If you had to choose just one theme or subject for your 
own photographs, what would it be and why? 

Consider his use of colour?  Does he choose muted or 
bright coloured tones for his photographs?

Do his images feature unusual angles, viewpoints or 
symmetry?

What do the activities tell us about the people in the 
photographs?

What leisure activities do you take part in?  Are these 
represented in Aberdeen at Leisure?

Where have these images been created?  Can you identify 
the places in the photographs? 

Is there a difference between activities you do for fun and 
interests that are a part of your identity?
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Gallery 20 
Aberdeen at LeisureABERDEEN AT LEISURE

Martin Parr

Activity
What types of leisure activities are shown in the 
photographs?  

As a group, choose up to three photographs and create 
a static or moving pose that physically represents each 
activity.  The group can directly copy from their chosen 
images or create their own interpretations.

Discussion
Martin Parr has captured images of people in Aberdeen 
enjoying some free time.  People are central in his work 
but are these photographs ‘portraits’?  

What makes a portrait?  Are all photographs of people 
portraits?

Look at the location.  How important is the location to the 
image?  What does it tell us about the person?

Where do you think the photographer was standing when 
he took the photograph? 

How much time do you think he spent watching and 
waiting before he took the photograph?
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EXTENSION ACTIVITY

Inspired by the exhibition Martin Parr: Aberdeen at 
Leisure, we invite learners to create their own photograph 
exploring your own ideas of Aberdeen.

Have you thought about what Scottish identity means to 
people today? Do you think we share the same ideas about 
this or would it differ depending on where you are from?

What makes people Scottish or Aberdonian or British? The 
places where people live, their family background and lived 
experiences all help to form a person’s identity and sense 
of self. 

Plan your own #AberdeenAtLeisure photograph - a 
portrait of the city and its people.

Not all great photographs happen by accident, sometimes 
it helps to plan the set-up and then experiment with 
composition, colour, viewpoint and tone.

• Start by deciding where you will create this photograph. 
Is there an environment where people gather locally – 
for example a local market, beach, school or college? 

• Is there an event you could attend and invite people 
to be photographed? Find somewhere that you feel 
comfortable approaching people to be a part of your 
project. 

• Consider who will be in your photograph – be careful 
not to photograph people without their knowledge and 
consent especially people under 16 yrs of age. 

• Think about what to include in the photograph. 
Fragments of a person’s appearance, a tattoo, just their 
face or their whole body? Will you include objects of 
significance, a place, a street sign?

• Invite someone to be in your Aberdeen photograph. 
• Share your photograph with us on social 

media using the hashtags #AberdeenAtLeisure 
#AberdeenArtMuseums

We have created a suite of short video resources with 
Martin Parr. Follow this link to hear Martin answering 
questions set by NEScol photography students.

https://www.youtube.com/
playlist?list=PLq8JvonJ0OdelFYLUMzJu1abNm3YuRpvX

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLq8JvonJ0OdelFYLUMzJu1abNm3YuRpvX
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLq8JvonJ0OdelFYLUMzJu1abNm3YuRpvX


Aberdeen Highland Games, Hazlehead Park, Aberdeen, 2017  © Martin Parr / Magnum Photo
Inverclyde. Gourock Lido. From A8. 2004  © Martin Parr / Magnum Photo
Orkney Islands. The West Mainland Show. 2008  © Martin Parr / Magnum Photo
Aberdeen vs Rangers, Pittodrie Stadium, Aberdeen, 2017  © Martin Parr / Magnum Photo
Scottish Country Dancing, Craigiebuckler Church Hall, Aberdeen, 2017  © Martin Parr / Magnum Photo
Houéfe Bothan, Tara Shiraji and Amelia Serra, Slopefield Allotments, Aberdeen, 2017  © Martin Parr / Magnum Photo
Aberdeen vs Rangers, Pittodrie Stadium, Aberdeen, 2017  © Martin Parr / Magnum Photo
The Ashvale Whale, Aberdeen, 2017  © Martin Parr / Magnum Photo
 

Aberdeen Art Gallery | Schoolhill | Aberdeen AB10 1FQ | tel. 03000 200 293 | www.aagm.co.uk

@AbdnArtMuseums


