Counting
the Hours
Exploring the design of pocket watches

To become a watchmaker in the 19th
century you had to serve an apprenticeship
which lasted between three and seven
years. The final practical examination was
called an ‘essay’. Watchmakers competed
with each other to produce the most
accurate watches.

This pocket watch has a white ceramic face. A small piece of paper stuck inside
indicates that it was repaired by watchmaker John Crombie of Newburgh,
Aberdeen, who also sold jewellery, spectacles, cutlery and fancy goods.

A watch is often given to
mark an important life event.
This one was a retirement
gift. There is a small inner dial
to measure seconds and it is
wound using a key.

Silver, ceramic, gold and brass
double case pocket watch
Made by T Berress, 1804-1805
The Miss V Thomson Gift
ABDAG001077

Silver presentation watch
Made by E Kirkman, about 1850
Purchased in 1998 with a grant from
the National Fund for Acquisitions
ABDAG011108

This watch was presented to George Morgan, Chief Officer
of the Aberdeen clipper Rifleman. It was given to him by
the ship’s owners to thank him for taking command of
the vessel following the murder of the captain at sea on
16 March 1873, during a voyage to Australia.
A hinged lid protects the face from dust and scratches.
The lid can also be opened and used to prop up the watch.
The internal mechanism, known as the ‘movement’,
was made by James Watson of Aberdeen.

Gold Hunter key-wind pocket watch
Unknown maker, marked with initials H B, 1873
Purchased in 1989
ABDAG008676

The stem protruding from the top of this
watch makes it easier to wind. This ‘top winder’
method gradually replaced the use of keys from
the mid-19th century onwards. The original
owner’s initials are engraved on the reverse.

Silver, enamel and brass cased
top-winder pocket watch
Made by Charles Hutton
Errington, 1894-1895
Miss V Thomson Gift
ABDAG001078

The leather strap – called an ‘Albert’ – prevents the
watch hitting the ground if the owner accidentally
drops it while checking the time. The watch is
placed in a pocket and the Albert can be fastened
to a buttonhole on a waistcoat or jacket.

This watch face is
numbered from one to
12 around the outer edge
and also from 13 to 24 for
the 24-hour clock.

Brass and stainless
steel pocket watch
Made in the late
19th - early 20th century
Presented in 1980
ABDMS071490

The number four is represented by the Roman numeral
IIII instead of IV on this watch. This is often the case on
clocks and watches, however the exact reason is unknown.
One suggestion is that it is for aesthetic reasons as the IIII
visually balances the VIII on the other side of the dial.

Silver, gilt and brass ladies’ pocket watch
Unknown maker,
marked with initials F P, 1908
Presented by Mr W J C Ingram
ABDMS001061

