All That
Glitters
A celebration of beautiful silver
boxes that serve a practical purpose

Snuff Boxes
Snuff is made of ground tobacco
leaves. A pinch of snuff can be
placed on the back of the hand and
then inhaled through the nose.
It was popular in the 19th century.

This snuff box is designed in
the shape of a fox’s head and
holds a daily supply of snuff.

Silver snuff box
Made by William Jamieson, about 1810
Purchased in 2003 with a grant from
the National Fund for Acquisitions
ABDAG011175

This snuff box is engraved with
the initials of family members
dating from 1701 to 1891.

Silver standing snuff box
Made by William Jamieson, about 1820
Purchased in 1981 with a grant from
the National Fund for Acquisitions
ABDAG001131

Vinaigrettes
During the 19th century people were
often confronted with unpleasant
odours outdoors due to poor hygiene
and sanitation. Vinaigrettes contained
a small perfumed sponge underneath
the inner perforated grill that could be
sniffed when a more pleasant aroma
was required.
Silver vinaigrette
Made about 1860
Presented in 1968
ABDMS000987

The name ‘Mary Ann’ is
engraved on this vinaigrette.

Silver and granite vinaigrette
Made by Middleton Rettie & Sons, about 1860
Purchased in 2012
ABDAG011416

This pink and grey granite
vinaigrette opens to reveal a
six-pointed star or hexagram.

Card Case and Stamp Holder
It was considered good manners
for the Victorian visitor to leave a
calling card with their host. These
cards also indicated the visitor’s
social standing. This silver card
case has a satin-lined interior which
protects cards from damage.

Silver card case
Made by Yapp & Woodward, 1845-1846
Presented in 1968 by Miss V Thomson
ABDAG000993

Silver stamp holder
Made by Liberty & Co, 1901-1902
Presented in 1968 by Miss V Thomson
ABDAG000994

Scottish-born Alexander Graham Bell
invented the telephone in 1876. Even by
the early 20th century few households
could afford a telephone and so visits
were still often arranged by letter.
This silver box was used to store a
ready supply of postage stamps.

Cigar and Cigarette Cases
Cigars are fragile so carrying them
in a case helps to protect them.
The engraving on the side of the
lid indicates that this case was
owned by Rev J S Loutit who lived in
Foveran Manse in Aberdeenshire.

The gilded interior of this
case has springs to hold the
cigarettes in place. It belonged to
Sir Thomas Jaffrey (1861-1953),
Chairman of the Aberdeen
Art Gallery Committee from
1928 to 1951.

Silver cigar case
Unknown maker, marked with
the initials R H, 1900-1901
ABDAG001011

Silver cigarette case
Made by Stokes and Ireland Ltd, 1901
Presented in 2012 by Mrs Watson
ABDAG011418

Powder Box
Powder boxes contained powder
with a net on top and a soft
pad called a powder puff for
applying it to the face and body.

This cylindrical powder
box has an exquisite
design around the sides
incorporating flowers and
cherubs. The figure on top
of the lid is decorative but
also practical. It forms a
handle for opening the box.

Silver powder box
Unknown maker, marked with
the initials B M, 1902-1903
ABDAG001061

