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IT IS ILLEGAL TO 
SELL TOBACCO 
PRODUCTS TO 

ANYONE UNDER 
THE AGE OF 18 

IT IS ILLEGAL TO SUPPLY  
CATEGORY F2 FIREWORKS OR  
CATEGORY F3 FIREWORKS TO  

ANYONE UNDER THE AGE OF 18, 

IT IS ILLEGAL FOR ANYONE  
UNDER THE AGE OF 18 TO  

POSSESS CATEGORY F2  
FIREWORKS OR CATEGORY F3  

FIREWORKS IN A PUBLIC PLACE 

IT IS ILLEGAL TO SELL 
A SPRAY PAINT 

DEVICE TO ANYONE 
UNDER THE AGE OF 16 
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.Offences relating to Tobacco, Tobacco 

Products & Smoking Related Materials 
Tobacco products and smoking related 

products (in places where tobacco products 

are offered for sale) must be stored out of 
public sight except in limited (temporary) 

circumstances. 
  

Briefly the circumstances allowing you to 

display tobacco are: 

1. Following requests to buy or see tobacco 

products from a customer (a “requested 

display” in the legislation), and 

2. Incidental displays while staff are actively: 

• assessing stock levels for the     

purposes of stock control    

• restocking  

• undertaking staff training    

• pricing  

• cleaning the storage unit  

• refurbishing the storage unit  

• refitting the storage unit 

These laws are enforced by the Trading 

Standards Service. Anyone who breaks them 

could face a fine, prosecution and a criminal 
record. You may be given a Fixed Penalty 

Notice for £200. 

If there are three infringements of these 

tobacco laws within a two-year period, a 

Court can order a retailer to stop selling 
tobacco from their premises. 

• It is an offence if you sell tobacco, tobacco 
products or smoking related materials to a 
person under 18. Even if they say “they’re 
for my mum”, it makes no difference, even 
if it is true.  If you are not sure that the 
customer is over the age of 18, ask for 
proof of age. If you are still not sure refuse 
the sale.  
 

• It is an offence if you sell unpackaged   
cigarettes. It is illegal to sell cigarettes 
which are not contained in a pack of at 
least 20. 

 
• It is an offence if you do not display the A3 

size Statutory Warning Notice. (see page 4) 
 

• It is an offence if you do not register as a 
Tobacco Retailer with the Scottish 
Government. All tobacco retailers must 
register themselves and all their outlets. It 
is free and only needs to be done once. 

 

• It is an offence for those under 18 years 
old to buy or attempt to buy tobacco 
products. 

 

• It is an offence for anyone aged 18 or over 
to buy or attempt to buy tobacco products 
for someone under 18. 

 

• It is an offence if you do not have a 
tangible age verification policy available 
for inspection. 

 

• It is an offence for anyone under the age 

of 18 to sell tobacco products unless they 

are authorised to do so by a responsible 

person 
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Nicotine Vapour Products 

The law which regulates the sale of Nicotine 
Vapour Products including E-Liquids is The Health 

(Tobacco, Nicotine Etc. and Care) (Scotland) Act 

2016. 

It defines a Nicotine Vapour Product as - 

a) a device which is intended to enable the 

inhalation of nicotine-containing vapour by an 

individual, 

b) a device which is intended to enable the 

inhalation of other vapour by an individual but 

is intended to resemble and be operated in a 
similar way to a device within paragraph (a), 

c) an item which is intended to form part of a 
device within paragraph (a) or (b), 

d) a substance which is intended to be   vaporised 

by a device within paragraph (a) or (b) (and any 

item containing such a substance). 

Safety of Nicotine 

Vapour Products 

• Nicotine Vapour Products can only be sold in 

packaging which features a health warning. 

• Electronic cigarette refill liquids can only be 

sold in quantities with a maximum size of 10ml. 

• Electronic cigarettes and refill liquids can only be 

sold if they contain a maximum of 20mg/ml of 

nicotine (unless they are licenced medicines). 

• Disposable Electronic Cigarettes, cartridges  
and tanks can only be sold if they have a  
capacity of no more than 2ml. 

• It is an offence not to register with the 
Scottish Government if you are a retailer 
of Nicotine Vapour Products. 

• It is an offence if you sell nicotine vapour 
products including e-liquids to a person 
under the age of 18. 

• It is an offence to sell refill liquids in 
cartridges and containers in quantities of   
over 10ml. 

• It is an offence if you sell disposable e-
cigarettes, cartridges or tanks with a   
capacity of over 2ml. 

• It is an offence if you sell refill liquids and 
electronic cigarettes if they contain more 
than 20mg/ml of nicotine. Only licenced 
medicines can contain more. 

• It is an offence if you do not operate an 
have a tangible age verification policy 
available for inspection. 

• It is an offence for anyone aged 18 or 
over to buy or attempt to buy nicotine 
vapour products for someone under the 
age of 18. 

• It is an offence for anyone under the age 

of 18 to sell nicotine vapour products 

without getting the sale authorised by 

someone over 18. 
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Please sign and date to indicate that you have read and 

understand the information in this booklet. 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   



 

Please sign and date to indicate that you have read and 

understand the information in this booklet. 
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