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From:                                         Foi Enquiries
Sent:                                           01 July 2019 11:04
To:                                               
Subject:                                     FOI-19-0763 - School Leavers
Attachments:                          V3 - Further Information - Right to Review & Appeal.pdf
 
Dear ,
 
Thank you for your information request of 03 June 2019.  Aberdeen City Council (ACC) has completed the necessary search for
the information requested. Our response is now detailed below.
 
This is a Freedom of Information request regarding the total number of 4th year pupils who 'legally' leave School before
completing formal Education.
For each year from academic year 2014-2015 to 2018-2019, I would like to know the total number of fourth year pupils
who were due to complete National 3, 4 or 5 qualifications but who legally left school before finishing fourth year.  I am
only interested in those who were in the process of undertaking these qualifications and did not complete them, not those
who would not have been presented for any of these even if they had completed fourth year.
To clarify, by “legally” I mean those children who were 16 years of age by the end of February in fourth year (in accordance
with the Education (Scotland) Act 1980, section 33, sub-section 2a) who were entitled to leave due to having had their
entry to primary school legally deferred (they started school at age five not four -in accordance with section 32, sub-
section 3 of the Education (Scotland) Act 1980).
I am trying to establish how many children who would have been presented for National 3,4 or 5 qualifications if they had
continued S4, left before completing these.
Please note that we are unable to provide this information as it is not held centrally, it is held by the schools themselves.
 
ACC is unable to provide you with information on total number of fourth year pupils who were due to complete National 3, 4
or 5 qualifications but who legally left school before finishing fourth year as the cost of providing it has been calculated as
being in excess of the statutory maximum (£600).  To explain this, it would involve an ACC Officer searching through every S4
individual pupil’s (leavers) file for the information sought and collating the data. This would take approx. 15 minutes per file. In
2014/15, ACC had 239 S4 leavers (Christmas and Summer), therefore, retrieving these details equates to 60 hours at the cost of
£896.25 in total. In addition to this, a member of staff would need at least one hour to compile/collate all the details from
 schools and prepare the final response.
 
In order to comply with its obligations under the terms of Section 16 of the FOISA, ACC hereby give notice that we are refusing
your request under the terms of Section 12 - Excessive Cost of Compliance - of the FOISA.
 
ACC would be happy to discuss ways in which you may refine your request, so we can provide some information of interest to
you within the maximum cost limits. Please do contact the Access to Information team, who will be happy to advise you, if this
is something you would like to pursue.
 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE HANDLING OF YOUR REQUEST
 
ACC handled your request for information in accordance with the provisions of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act
2002. Please refer to the attached PDF for more information about your rights under FOISA.
 
We hope this helps with your request.
 
Yours sincerely,
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