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The Act imposes a self-reporting duty on school authorities, who must prepare an annual statement 
relating both to their compliance with the duty relating to seat belts imposed by section 1 of the Act 
and also to the actions which they have been taking to promote and assess the wearing of seat belts 
by pupils travelling on their dedicated school transport services (for instance, the particular policies 
and procedures which authorities have in place to educate pupils about the wearing of belts and to 
measure their use).  
 

 

 Actions Outcomes 

Compliance with 
the Fitting of 
Seat Belts 

Aberdeen City Council has for over 13 years 
required seat belts to be provided on all 
dedicated home to school transport. This is 
also a requirement on excursion 
(educational visits) policy, dated March 
2017. 
 
From April 2016, the Council has required 3-
point seat belts to be provided for all service 
users travelling on vehicles with 8 or fewer 
seats and minibuses between 9 and 16 
seats. For vehicles of more than 17 
passenger seats either an inertia 3-point 
seat belt should be fitted, or retractable lap 
belt should be provided for every service 
user. 
 
All in-house passenger vehicles have a 3-
point seat belt fitted to each passenger seat. 
 
Registered Local Bus Services provide home 
to school transport to 2 secondary schools, 
as the transport is discretionary and is not 
dedicated, seat belts are currently not 
required on these services. 
 
 
 

All dedicated transport 
provided both in-house and 
contracted continues to be 
fully fitted with seat belts and 
is compliant with the 
legislation. 



 
 
The Council has a Contract Monitoring 
Officer who regularly spot checks the home 
to school transport provision (approximately 
75% of all contracts are spot checked per 6-
month period). Part of the spot check 
includes ensuring the vehicle meets the 
relevant seat belt provision and that these 
are in working order. Any failure is 
addressed under the Contract’s Performance 
Management System. 
 

Promotion of 
the Wearing of 
Seat Belts  

Home to School Transport 
 
Aberdeen City Council’s terms and 
conditions of contract for school transport 
requires that service users are informed of 
the requirement to wear a seat belt when 
the vehicle is in motion. This can be either 
by a passenger escort ensuring seat belts 
are worn, an announcement by the driver or 
a pictogram/notice prominently displayed 
within the vehicle.   
 
A Handbook is issued to every Driver and 
Passenger Escort (both in-house and 
contracted) setting out their role in ensuring 
seatbelts are worn. The guidance sets out 
the following: 

• The driver must check the security 
of the seats in the vehicle before 
starting and ensure seatbelts are 
available for every seat. 

• It is the driver’s responsibility to 
ensure that each child is wearing a 
seatbelt before departure. Where an 
escort is provided it is also the 
escort’s responsibility to ensure that 
seatbelts are worn throughout the 
journey. 

• If a seatbelt is not available, the 
vehicle must not depart. 

• Children should use a 3-point lap 
and diagonal belt as a preference 
and a lap belt only can be used on 
vehicles of 17+ passenger seats only. 
The belt should always be clear of 
the face and neck of the child so 
that it may provide adequate 
support in an impact. 

 
 
Outcomes from our 
promotional and educational 
actions have been 
incorporated within the 
outcomes from our 
assessment of seat belt use 
below.  
 



• If the young person (irrespective of 
age) refuses to wear a seat belt, the 
vehicle must not depart until the 
seatbelt is securely fastened. 

 
A Handbook is issued to every Parent/Carer 
setting out their role in ensuring seatbelts 
are worn. The guidance sets out the 
following: 

• Explain to your child that they must 
wear their seatbelt or suitable restraint. 
If a child repeatedly removes or refuses 
to wear a seatbelt they may be 
suspended from transport. 

 
Under terms and conditions of contract 
Service Providers are encouraged to develop 
staff training schemes covering issues such 
as Service User care, e.g. wearing of seat 
belts. The in-house Driver induction includes 
a section on the role and responsibilities for 
seat belt use. 
 
Given the needs of certain users, to ensure 
seat belts are worn throughout transport, 
following an assessment, seat belt guards 
are provided to prevent the service user 
taking the seat belt off. Transport staff are 
trained in the use of this equipment. 
 
Under terms and conditions of contract 
Service Providers are required to provide an 
Escort on all vehicles that are scheduled to 
carry more than 33 passengers. The Service 
Provider Escort is expected to supervise 
boarding and alighting and concentrate on 
the needs of the Service Users.  This 
includes ensuring seatbelts are worn which 
reduces the impact on the Driver on the 
larger vehicles.  
 
Excursion (Educational Visits) Transport 
 
Aberdeen City Council’s Educational Visits 
Policy sets out that Seat belts are the 
responsibility of the Visit Leader, to ensure 
they are fastened at all times during 
transportation. The Visit Leader along with 
the transport operator shall take all 
reasonable steps to ensure that every 



passenger is notified that they are required 
to wear a seat belt.  
 
 
 

Assessing Seat 
Belt Use  

The Council has a Contract Monitoring 
Officer who regularly spot checks transport 
provision (approximately 75% of all 
contracts are spot checked per 6-month 
period). Part of the spot check includes 
ensuring the service users wore their seat 
belts.  
 
On larger vehicles senior pupils are 
requested to report any concerns to school 
for these to be followed up. 
 
Transport Service Providers also provide 
reports of any failure or refusal to wear a 
seat belt, which is submitted to the school 
for the matter to be dealt with. There has 
only been 1 such recorded incident this 
academic year. 

It is rare for pupils not to wear 
seat belts and this has been a 
long-standing requirement by 
Aberdeen City Council. The 
Council will consider further 
methods for assessing seat 
belt use prior to the 2019/20 
academic year report. 

 


