Take part in
It’s Your Neighbourhood

Spring
Winter2019
2014
2019 Spring
Clean Scheme

Community groups who have come
together to clean up and green up their
neighbourhoods are being encouraged to
register for the annual community growing
campaign, It’s Your Neighbourhood.

Fairtrade
Fortnight

The campaign theme for 2019 is, Year of
Young People and each registered group
will receive a packet of sunflower seeds.

Hydrogen
milestone

Last year 25 groups in Aberdeen joined
It’s Your Neighbourhood. They included
allotments, residents groups, ‘Friends of’
groups, schools and community groups.

Duthie
park events

It is non-competitive and based on the
three topics of community participation,
environmental responsibility and gardening
achievement. Groups are assessed on
their own merit and not compared
against each other.
Registration is open through to 30 April. To
take part visit www.keepscotlandbeautiful.
org/local-environmental-quality/its-yourneighbourhood/

Local neighbourhood activities included:
bulb planting, litter picking, filling planters
and hanging baskets, improving pathways
and developing allotments.

Plant it, grow
it, taste it
Ranger
events
Click side arrows to navigate &
corners to return to this page

Society (RHS) and is free to take part in.

The It’s Your Neighbourhood campaign is
run by Keep Scotland Beautiful (KSB), in
partnership with the Royal Horticultural
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Aberdeen’s Environmental
News and Events

Switch off for
Earth Hour
Millions of people around the
world will be taking part in a one
hour switch of lights, in a visual
gesture to raise awareness
of climate change.
The switch off for Earth
Hour 2019 is set to take
place at 8.30pm, on Saturday
30 March. Scottish landmarks
including Edinburgh Castle,
Forth Rail Bridge and the Kelpies
plan to switch of their lights, to
display commitment to taking
action to address climate change.

In Aberdeen, Sandy the Panda is travelling
around city EcoCity champions to raise
awareness of Earth Hour and highlight
local initiatives helping to look after the
local environment.
Anyone can take part in Earth
Hour, just visit wwfscotland.org.
uk/earthhour and register for
the switch off.
This year the campaign
will focus on the need to
reverse the loss of nature.
Organisers WWF have
partnered with United
Nations Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD) to
create connect2earth.org
This new platform encourages
people to share ideas and tools
to push for action and change.

Communities in
bloom as bulbs
spring up

Launch of
2019 Spring
Clean Scheme
With spring just around the corner, Clean
Up Aberdeen is encouraging city residents
to take part in the annual spring clean
campaign and help to spruce up their
local area.
Clean ups are a fun opportunity to get
together with friends, colleagues or
your community and make a noticeable
difference.
2018 proved to be a bumper year for local
litter picking:

• 4,215 volunteers participated;
• Taking part in 196 clean ups;
• Filling a total of 3,106 bags of rubbish.
Clean up activities for 2019, had an early
start, with a beach clean by RSPB and

Surfers Against Sewage in January. An
impressive 150 volunteers joined the event
to clear the beach of litter, filling 90 bags
and a further 7 for recycling.

Aberdeen has a splash of colour
this spring, thanks to the efforts of
communities who planted thousands
of bulbs across the city last year.

Clean Up Aberdeen is part of Keep Scotland
Beautiful’s national mass-engagement
campaign, Clean Up Scotland. Clean Up
Scotland aims to involve one million people
in action against litter and mess.

Community groups, schools and
individuals braved the outdoors, to
plant the crocus and muscari bulbs in
their local neighbourhoods.

Aberdeen City Council’s, Environmental
Services can lend litter picking tongs, high
vis vests, gloves and black bags for clean up
events and will uplift the collected rubbish.
For more details, or to get help organising
an event, call 03000 200 292, or email
cleanaberdeen@aberdeencity.gov.uk

Over 90 groups throughout the city
were involved in planting 150,000
spring bulbs supplied by Aberdeen City
Council’s, Environmental Services.
Environmental Manager, Steven Shaw
said: “It is fantastic to be able to help
communities bring a bit of colour to
their neighbourhoods.
“Aberdeen’s greenspaces benefit
greatly from the hard work of these
volunteers and it’s lovely to know
that with their help spring will be
very colourful.”

Aberdeen
Beach clean
The next Marine Conservation Society
volunteer beach clean is set to take
place on 30 March at 2pm. The event
will start from Aberdeen City Esplanade
(North end).
Further beach clean events are
scheduled for later in the year including:
Torry Battery 9 June 14:00
Aberdeen City Esplanade (North end)
21 September 10:00
Donmouth North 16 November 10:00
The Marine Conservation Society (MCS)
Beachwatch programme is working to
tackle marine litter pollution in the UK.
To find out more visit www.mcsuk.org

Celebrating Aberdeen’s Fairtrade
Fun & facts City Status renewal

at Climate
Week North
East
A programme of fun, inspiring and
interesting local events is set to take
place in March, for Climate Week
North East.

The events will run from 15-24 March.
They aim to showcase the inspiring
action happening in the north east, to
raise awareness of climate change and
show what people can do to make a
difference.
The week started with a Green Family
Fun Day at Hazlehead Park, on
Saturday 16 March.
It continues with a packed events
programme, which includes the
opportunities to do seed swapping at
Seedy Sunday, Aden Country Park; and
to view local sustainable businesses at
the Climate Conscious Fair, at Balmedie
Leisure Centre.
There is the chance to learn more
about what is happening locally, with
guided tours of Keenans, CFINE,
Donside Hydro and the Altens
Recycling Plant.
Nature takes to the fore with litter
picks, guided walks and foraging.
While film showings and talks are
planned throughout the week.
The programme culminates with a fun
event for the family at Earth Day, at
Aberdeen Science Centre on 24 March.
To view the full programme or to book an
event go to: www.climateweekaberdeen.
org/programme.html

Aberdeen has continued
to show commitment and
support to Fairtrade, with
the successful renewal of
Fairtrade City Status, in
December 2018.
The renewal was led by
the Aberdeen Fairtrade
Steering Group and
highlighted local Fairtrade
actions including:

• A refresh of the

Council’s Fairtrade
Resolution 2018, which
was approved by
committee in November
last year. This reaffirmed commitment to
be recognised by the residents, business
communities in Aberdeen, suppliers,
employees and other local authorities, as
a council that actively supports and
promotes Fairtrade.

employer, NorthLink
Ferries, through events
onboard its vessels.

• Plans for Fairtrade

activity over the next
2 years.
Aberdeen was first
awarded Fairtrade status
in 2004 in recognition of
the strong support for
Fairtrade in the city.

Fairtrade helps smallscale farmers earn a
stable income and
ensures they have
long-term contracts with companies. In
addition, they earn a Fairtrade Premium,
which is invested by the farmer-owned
co-operatives in projects that will benefit
their business or community.

Fairtrade from Aberdeen’s flagship Fairtrade

The FAIRTRADE Mark independently certifies
that products meet economic, social and
environmental standards.

Fairtrade Fortnight

of the simplest ways to support cocoa
farmers is to buy Fairtrade chocolate
and cocoa.

• Commitment to engaging schools in

Fairtrade Fortnight is annual
event encouraging Fairtrade
campaigners, businesses and
schools in the UK to show
their support to the farmers
and workers who grow our
food in developing countries.

Aberdeen Fairtrade Steering
Group and local Fairtrade
supporters ran various events,
over the course of two weeks,
to celebrate the people who
grow our food. Details can be
found on:

The 2019 Fairtrade
Fortnight event ran from
25 February to
10 March, with a theme
of “She Deserves”,
encouraging a living
wage for cocoa growers.

• Aberdeen City Council website

Farmers of this Fairtrade
product have seen prices
crash to crisis levels in the
last few years, particularly
in West Africa where most
cocoa is grown.
Many farmers are often
underpaid and exploited and
don’t earn a living income. One

www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/
services/environment/
fairtradeaberdeen

•

Fairtrade page
on Aberdeen for
a Fairer World
www.afairerworld.
org.uk/

Orchard Brae
achieves Green
Flag Award
Aberdeen’s Orchard Brae School has
made its mark on the environment
despite only opening 18 months ago.
The school has achieved a
prestigious Green Flag award from
Eco-Schools Scotland, part of Keep
Scotland Beautiful.

Hydrogen bus project arrives at
major milestone
Aberdeen’s fleet of hydrogen buses has
exceeded the 1million mile mark, as the
city’s reputation as a global energy
innovator continues to build.
The Aberdeen Hydrogen Bus Project
comprises of two European funded
initiatives and has grown to encompass a
fleet of 10 vehicles, operated by First Group
and Stagecoach.
The public and private sector partnership
has also created a network of infrastructure
for the city. This includes Scotland’s first
commercial scale production and refuelling
stations at Kittybrewster and Cove, as well
as a dedicated maintenance facility.
The buses emit only water vapour, reducing
carbon emissions and air pollution, as well
as being quieter and smoother to run.

87% of local authority schools in Aberdeen
are registered for the EcoSchools Scotland
programme, encouraging whole school
action on sustainable development.
The EcoSchools programme is pupil led
and linked to the curriculum, as well as to
the UN 17 Sustainable Development Goals,
to prioritise learning about sustainability.

Councillor Philip Bell, Aberdeen City
Council’s hydrogen spokesperson, said:
“The 1million mile figure is one to celebrate
and demonstrates the positive impact the
hydrogen bus fleet has had in Aberdeen.
“Our city has a proud reputation as a global
energy hub stretching back decades and
this project shows Aberdeen is committed
to continuing to push boundaries and
developing technology that paves the way
for a real shift in traditional thinking.
“The Council’s own teams have worked
hand in hand with the private sector to roll
out the fleet and create the supporting
infrastructure and this fantastic milestone is
a great credit to all involved.”
For further information visit: www.
h2aberdeen.com

Participating schools must form an EcoCommittee, create an Eco-Code, carry out
an Environmental Review and create an
Action Plan for improvement.
The EcoSchools Scotland online application
system, enables schools to submit evidence
and receive support and feedback.
Find out about Eco Schools Scotland at
www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org

The Eco School award criteria
included devising an action plan
and environmental statement,
involving the local community and
linking the school’s environmental
work to the curriculum.
Food growing and harvesting,
measuring and reducing food waste,
opening a school boutique were just
some of the innovations introduced by
Orchard Brae pupils. The school is now
planning to write a school cookbook.
Orchard Brae School is the first of its
kind in Scotland and is a hub for best
practice in supporting pupils with
Additional Support Needs (ASN) from
across Aberdeen.
The school is home to wildlife and
growing gardens which have played
their part in helping the school
achieve the Green Flag award.

More city EcoSchool
achievements
Recent Eco-Schools Green Flag Awards
have also been achieved by:

• Altens Nursery
• Middleton Park Primary School
& Nursery School
• Kingswells Primary School
• Fernielea Primary School
To earn a Green Flag Award, schools
must plan environmental action on
litter and two further topics from a
selection including: waste
minimisation, school grounds,
biodiversity, energy, transport, health
and wellbeing, food and the
environment, water, as well as global
citizenship.

DUTHIE PARK 2019
GARDENING WORKSHOPS

Learn Groovy Growits
about
gardening

Monthly gardening workshops are
held at Duthie Park for amateur or
budding grown-up gardeners.
With further workshops
encouraging children to
learn about growing.

For the younger age group,
Groovy Growits also takes
place on Sunday afternoons
in the Winter Gardens.

The workshops are organised
in partnership with the
Royal Horticulture Society of
Aberdeen, who provide volunteers
to help lead the events.

Craft from natural
materials
Participants at the park workshops last
year, learned to craft a wreath from a
variety of natural materials.

Gardening Workshops

Future workshops will include:

• Making a Hanging Basket
• Taking Soft Wood Cuttings
• Design & Plant a Floral Bed
• Learn about Pests &

Participants had the choice of red and
green stemmed willow, which was
hand-woven into hoops.

The workshops are run on
Sunday afternoons and are
mostly held within the David
Welch Winter Gardens.

Everyone’s creations were different.
Some leaving the willow exposed
to show off the lovely colours,
others carefully covering the hoops
with foliage.
Variegated and smooth holly were
added, with cones, orange slices, and
cinnamon sticks for decoration. By the
end of each session everyone left with
their own unique, handmade wreath.

Future Groovy Growits workshops
will include:

The topic for the first workshop of 2019,
was Planting of Early Vegetable and
Flower Seeds. Attendees learned about the
different types of seeds that can be planted
at this time of year and got the opportunity
to plant some seeds to take home.

Due to growing demand, and some
kindly donated willow, the Duthie
Park Ranger Service was able to
add two more sessions to the usual
programme.

These hoops were then decorated
with a variety of foliage, from lovely
smelling Korean Fir with cones that
would naturally disintegrate over time,
to the striking green and silver scales
of the Cypress.

These workshops give primary
age children the chance to
learn about plants and what they
need grow.

Diseases in the garden.

• Sowing Vegetable and Flower Seeds
• Making a Hanging Basket
• Planting a Micro Vegetable
Garden

To book at place for the Gardening
Workshops or for Groovy Growits,
email ArGill@aberdeencity.gov.uk

DUTHIE PARK
GROOVY GROWITS

Tracking Week
Pupils from Riverbank, Woodside and
Quarryhill primary schools visited Duthie
Park, at the end of last year, to take part
in Tracking Week.
The initiative allowed the pupils to work with
the Duthie Park Ranger Service, to improve
their animal track identification skills.
The pupils discussed what signs animals might
leave behind them. They also learned how to
tell if an animal has been running or walking
by examining the track they have made.

Garden Workshops for
Children at Duthie Park

While playing Track Bingo, listening and
observation skill were put to the test, to
figure out what tracks animals had made.
Afterward pupils went out into the park,
searching for real-life animal tracks. The
pupils also took part in a needle felting
workshop. Using special felting needles, a
sponge and some wool, they learned how
to safely attach the wool to the felt in the
shape of a track.
By the end of each session every pupil had
managed to create their very own fox or
deer track to take home as a memento of
their day.

Volunteer efforts recognised
The volunteer gathering was
supported by the local Tesco
stores, who donated snacks
and refreshment for the
volunteers, as part of their
commitment to the local
community.

The efforts of volunteers and volunteer
groups, helping to manage countryside
areas in the city, was acknowledged during
a Countryside Ranger Service hosted event
at the end of last year.
Volunteers contributed 2,140 hours of time
in 2018. This equates to over 300-person
days, making a very significant contribution
to the team.

If you would like to
volunteer with the
Countryside Ranger Service,
please contact the team
at countrysideranger@
aberdeencity.gov.uk
There are mid-week and weekend
volunteering opportunities, along with
opportunities for corporate volunteering.
Companies can give their staff time, out of
their normal working environment, to help
with projects in the local community, as
part of their Corporate Social Responsibility
Programmes.

The event was an
opportunity for the
service to thank the
volunteers for their
time given to looking
after Aberdeen’s
countryside sites.

Green Times is produced in
March, June, September and
December each year and
includes information on local
transport, energy, waste,
Eco Schools and biodiversity
events and initiatives.
Previous editions are
available on the Aberdeen
City Council website www.
aberdeencity.gov.uk

The Plant it, Grow it, Taste it project, is
being co-ordinated by the Royal
Northern Countryside Initiative (RNCI).
It was established with funding from
the Council’s, Community Food
Growing Fund.
While growing their produce, the
pupils will be encouraged to take part
in a range of activities and
investigations linked to science and
other learning outcomes.
The project culminates in a cooking
activity, which aims to use some of the
produce that your pupils have grown.
RNCI is an educational charity
providing free education to children
and their teachers about where their
food comes from and the importance
of the rural sector.

The quality of
volunteering
opportunities offered
by the Countryside
Ranger Service was
also recognised by the
Scottish Council
for Voluntary Organisations. They awarded
the team their ‘Volunteer Friendly Award.’
This was the first time the award had been
given to a Ranger Service.

About Green Times

A new project has set pupils the
challenge to grow their own salads
and vegetables in their classroom or
school garden, by the end of the
summer term.

To find out more about RNCI email:
info@rnci.co.uk or visit their website
www.rnci.co.uk

To make sure you receive a copy of this
publication when it is released or if you
would like to contribute to future
editions contact:
email:
ecocity@aberdeencity.gov.uk
telephone: 01224 522792
or write to the editor:
Business Hub 4, Ground Floor
North, Marischal College,
Broad Street, Aberdeen
AB10 1AB

Auchmill Nature Walk upgrades

Local Nature
Reserves need
your help!
In Aberdeen, there are four designated
Local Nature Reserves, Den of
Maidencraing, Donmouth, Kincorth Hill
and Scotstown Moor.
These sites are designated because of
the ecological value and importance
at a local level. Also, because of their
value for outdoor learning (not just for
school groups) and for recreation.

Funding for the improvements was provided
from the Tesco Bags for Help fund. New
interpretation panels were designed and
installed at either end of the walk. These
panels help visitors to identify the plants
and animals that are commonly seen and
explain some of the history of the area.

The Auchmill Nature Walk is about 1km
long and stretches from Bucksburn near
the old Chalmers Bakery shop to shops at
the Haudagain roundabout between the
Auchmill Road and the railway line.

Auchmill Nature Walk
There are more than 50 varieties of wild flowers to be found here,
many kinds of trees, and an abundance of wildlife. This panel
shows some of the things you might be able to see here.

•

The management committees are
formed of local people, with an
interest in the area. Participation
involves attendance at three meetings
a year, to discuss projects for the
reserves, along with any other relevant
issues or concerns from the local
communities.
The committees meet in May, August
and November each year and are
held in the early evening. The August
meeting usually involves a site walk
to see what is happening on the
reserves, the other two are indoor
meetings held in a local school.
If you are interested in helping on
one or more of these groups, contact
the Countryside Ranger Service, on
countrysideranger@aberdeencity.gov.
uk or 01224 326429.

paradise hidden between the Aberdeen – Inverness
railway line and the A96 Auchmill Road between the
Haudagain roundabout and Cairnfield Place. This 900m
long narrow strip of wildflowers, shrubs and
woodland makes a great alternative walk to
using the pavement alongside the busy
Auchmill Road.
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Up to the late 1890s, this area was
still farmland as Aberdeen had not
spread this far west at the time.
By 1900 the first buildings
appear on the site of
today’s walk and by
1925, some of
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the site had been developed including a bus garage and a
mill. Later maps show no further development.
The Nature Walk was developed by City of Aberdeen
District Council in 1992, and the landscaping included
40 trees planted to screen the Twin Spires Creamery and
to mark HM the Queen’s 40-year reign, with the trees
provided by the Prince’s Trust.
In 2015, the Brighter Bucksburn community group
decided to work in partnership with ACC to raise funds
to improve the area. The group was successful in raising
funding to upgrade the path, undertake more tree and
wildflower planting and install interpretation panels.
We hope you enjoy Auchmill Nature Walk and finding
out about the wildlife around you!
1869 Ordnance
Survey map
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• Helping out with the volunteer

workdays that the Countryside
Ranger Service holds during
the year.
By taking part in a communitybased management committee for
the reserve.

Auchmill Nature Walk History The Auchmill Nature Walk is a little bit of natural

The Nature Walk was established many years ago, and it is
now maintained by Aberdeen City Council in partnership with
Bucksburn and Newhills Community Council, represented by
Brighter Bucksburn and many volunteers.

Pedestrian
Crossing Bus Stop
Q

An important part of the management
of the Local Nature Reserves is the
involvement of the local community.
This can be through:

Bucksburn Academy students are set to give
a helping hand, planting trees to fill in some
of the gaps in the hedge along the roadside.

The Brighter Bucksburn community group
has been working with the Countryside
Ranger Service to make improvements to
the Auchmill Nature Walk.
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This walk was created around 1990 and is now maintained as a contribution to Brighter Bucksburn

New waymarking around Hazlehead Woods
New waymarking around the Hazlehead
Woods includes four measured running routes
identified by different coloured arrows.
New interpretation panels are also being
installed at various locations, showing maps
of the routes and links to other core paths.
The panels will also show information about
some of the wildlife in the woodlands,
including red squirrels.
The Countryside Rangers worked with
the Friends of Hazlehead, to develop the
waymarking. The project received funding
from the SUEZ Community Trust.

What’s On
The Countryside Ranger Service is offering
a wide range of walks and events in their
Outdoor Adventure Programme.

Booking is essential for all events
unless otherwise stated.
Book an event via Eventbrite
at www.acccountrysideranger.
eventbrite.com
By using this system you will be able to
find out if places are available or if not
you can be added to the waiting list.
If you don’t have access to this website
you can call on 01224 326429 or email
countrysideranger@aberdeencity.gov.uk

April
Saturday 6 | 10am-Midday

Dens in the Den

Saturday 27 | 10am-4:30pm

DolphinFest Family Fun Day

Duthie Park
A day of family fun organised by RSPB
Scotland, on the third day of DolphinFest.
Take part in a range of activities and
games. Find out how local organisations
are helping to protect marine wildlife,
listen to talks from inspiring young people
and challenge yourself with a bespoke
marine themed escape room. For more
information please visit www.rspb.org.uk/
dolphinwatch Drop-in event.

May
Saturday 4 | 10am-3pm

Squirrel Woodland Management

Saturday 13 | 1pm-3pm

Hazlehead Woods
Red squirrels are now thriving in Hazlehead
Woods. Help the Rangers get rid of spruce
saplings, to assist the native trees spread
and increase the chance of seeing red
squirrels. Gloves, tools and hot drinks will
be provided but please bring water and
a packed lunch. Meet at the Hazlehead
Crematorium West Chapel car park.

See 10 April event for details.

Saturday 11 | 10am-3pm

Torry Battery
A free attraction where visitors can learn
more about dolphins and marine wildlife
from RSPB Scotland’s team of friendly and
knowledgeable staff and volunteers.
Drop-in event.

Rock Pooling at Cove
Saturday 20 | 10am-1pm

Hilltop Treasure Trail

Kincorth Hill Local Nature Reserve
Explore some of the history and wildlife on
Kincorth Hill. Follow the trails around the
reserve, with an easy to use orienteering
map. Join a Countryside Ranger on this
guided walk to find the bronze panels of
leaves and animal tracks along the way.
Take crayon rubbings to complete your
treasure hunt. Meet at the Kincorth Hill car
park off Abbotswell Crescent.

Saturday 18 | 1pm-3pm

A Donmouth Ramble

Bracken-Busters on Elrick Hill

Rock Pooling at Cove

RSPB Dolphinwatch

River Don
Join the Countryside Rangers and
SUSTRANS on wee wildlife wander down
the River Don, between Tillydrone and
Seaton Park. Look out for wildlife and learn
about the history of people living and
working on the river. Meet at St George’s
Tillydrone Church, Hayton Road.

Saturday 25 | 10am-3pm

Wednesday 10 | 10am-Midday

Thurs 11 April–Sun 18 August | 11am-5pm

Wee Wildlife Wander

Donmouth Local Nature Reserve
Join a Countryside Ranger on this circular
walk around the Donmouth Local Nature
Reserve (approximately 3km). There
should be good views of wading birds
and other wildlife. Meet at the bird hide
on the Esplanade.

Den of Maidencraig Local Nature Reserve
Join the Rangers for a relaxing morning
in the reserve’s young woodland. Build
shelters using natural materials, create
natural art and crafts and make tasty hot
drinks using an outdoor kettle. Meet at the
Nature Reserve car park on Skene Road.

Join a Countryside Ranger at Cove for an
opportunity to explore the rock pools and
create some wild beach art. Remember to
bring wellies. Meet at Balmoral Terrace car
park in Cove opposite the cottages.

Wednesday 15 | 4:15pm-6.15pm

Bracken-Busters on Elrick Hill

On some parts of Elrick Hill bracken is
becoming an invasive species, preventing
other heathland species such as heather
and blaeberry from thriving. Help the
Countryside Rangers bash the invasive
bracken fronds, to conserve the native
flora, whilst getting a good workout.
Gloves, tools and hot drinks will be
provided but please bring water and a
packed lunch. Meet at the second car park
signposted for Tyrebagger Forest on the
left when you leave the A96.

See 11 May event for details. Gloves, tools
and hot drinks will be provided but please
bring water and a packed lunch.
Sunday 26 | Midday-4pm

May Festival 2019

Elphinstone Hall, University of Aberdeen
Visit the Rangers in the “Hall of Mayhem”
as part of this family friendly event. Take
part in arts and crafts and join in with an
indoor minibeast hunt. Drop-in event.
NB All out door events will require warm
clothes sturdy footwear and waterproofs.
Young people under the age of 16 must
be accompanied by a responsible adult.
If, after you have booked, you are not
able to attend, please phone to cancel
your booking as there may be others on
a waiting list.

