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What is your 

organisation? - 

Organisation

Do you have any comments on the section - 

Preventing Crime and Disorder? - Reasons for 

Answer

Do you have any comments on the section - 

Securing Public Safety? - Reasons for Answer

Do you have any comments on the section - Preventing Public Nuisance? - Reasons for 

Answer

Do you have any comments on the section - Protecting and Improving Public Health? - Reasons for Answer Do you have any comments on the section - Protecting 

Children and Young Persons from Harm? - Reasons for 

Answer

Do you have any comments on the Supplementary Policy- Licensed Hours? - Reasons for 

Answer

Do you have any comments on the 

Supplementary Policy- Occasional Licences and 

Extended Hours? - Reasons for Answer

Do you have any comments on the 

Supplementary Policy- External Drinking Areas? 

- Reasons for Answer

Do you have any comments on 

the Supplementary Policy- Hearing 

Procedures? - Reasons for Answer

Do you have any comments on the 

Supplementary Policy- General Licensing 

Matters? - Reasons for Answer

Do you have any other comments?  - Reasons for Answer

Trade no no no no no yes - no body can drink for 14 hours and nobody even tries to - but in Aberdeen you can 

start at 7am and end up in a casino 5.30am - no one does this because they cant  and 

couldn't afford too any way , but yet we have a 14 hour rule - why - I cant add to the night 

time and do a service to the people who are around in the city's hotels at 10am - adding 

another hour really - you guys need to get out and about and check out the drinking 

habits - we all get 4/5/6  types of drinkers - 

breakfast - lunch- afternoon - after work - evening and sports- late night -weekenders

the really problem you have is asda/ Tesco/ supermarkets - not your pub/bars 

we are very tight on rules and our costs are much higher than supermarkets and just 

want it fair and be the same as other cities - adding 1 hour will make no odds - why are 

we scared- if its because you don't want drinking  for more than 15 hours then you need 

to make all pubs open and close at the same time - this is just so outdated and you could 

have a chance her to put this right  - take this opportunity as other boards -please - 

Glasgow - Edinburgh - inverness - Dundee - your pubs/bars/clubs need you to be brave 

no no no no help your city please 

Public If people are going to commit alcohol-related 

crime, they are going to do it regardless of if it 

is pubs or clubs open until 3am. The majority 

of people you will find in a bar at 3am are not 

going to be in the peak age bracket for alcohol-

related crime. Aberdeen has fallen behind 

other cities in terms of offering a dynamic late-

night alternative to nightclubs, with only a tiny 

minority of bars offering anything post-1am, 

in addition to forcing those who want to 

continue their night into a garish nightclub full 

of drunk young adults or into a casino.

This will not impact on children unless the bars in 

question are already letting underagers in as it is.

I think it will be a welcome boost for the hospitality industry in Aberdeen, which has so 

far taken a hit from the downturn and is working hard to stay afloat. I think it is a great 

idea.

Public No No No No No Fully support the application to allow public 

houses to stay open until 3am on a Friday and 

Saturday.

Current licensing rules mean they must close at 

1am which severely limits the choice available 

to consumers and forces them to either utilise 

nightclubs/casions or head home.

Allowing them to stay open until 3am would 

increase footfall in the city centre, increase 

spend and thus improve the night time 

economy and give greater freedom of choice.

Member of the public Visible police presence helps prevent crime 

and disorder although training door staff with 

better customer service skills could diffuse 

difficult situation as apposed to igniting  the 

fire. 

Police, Ambulance, Door staff, Street pastors. I 

think this is an area where Aberdeen does well. I 

would say the general consensus would be that 

people feel safe while in town.  

Limits to outside drinking/smoking areas where residential premises are close by. 

Banning people from all license premise in the city center if causing trouble for a period 

of time IE: 1 month. 

Tackling binge drinking and making smoking less appealing ie: take away shelters Challenge 25, the use of fake id's in the city is rife. Not 

sure how you would tackle this issue? possibly a young 

persons scheme where you are presented with a council 

issued id on your 18th birthday that can be cross checked 

by the door staff. for example you could have 10 security 

questions linked to the card and the door staff can ask 

you any one at random. probably unrealistic but an idea 

non the less. 

Without being prejudice it is fair to say night clubs attract a younger crowd and pubs/bars 

are more likely to attract an older crowd. That being said i 100% support the opening of 

bars/pubs to come in line with nightclubs. It creates more choice for the public and 

encourages a bit of competition in this sector. I am 28 and i have no interest in going to a 

nightclub so usually head home or to a friends house after 1pm usually to continue 

drinking. If bars were open till 3 i would be less likely to want to carry on after that time. 

Encourages people to go out and spend money 

in the bars/clubs which is great for the night 

economy. Brings people to the city too

Trade 3am license is not required.  People are coming 

out later because they are in drinking in house 

before coming out to save money. The pub i 

work in has gone from being out the door until 

the 1am closing time to now being very quiet 

and no requirement for a late license. Prices 

have gone up numberous times, people are 

changing their ways and where they drink. 

There is not as many options for nightclubs like 

there used to be so i dont think it will kill them 

off people will still go to them but there is no 

requirements for the 3am license. 

Public Spreading the opening hours wider for bars 

will reduce the rush hour periods on the 

streets, allowing people to leave as they wish 

rather than at 12 / 1am. I don't think the 

majority of people will utilise the full opening 

hours till 3am but it gives people a choice. 

Demand for taxis will be spread over a longer 

period easing queues and allowing people to get 

home safely 

Again this is linked to spreading the discharge of people onto the street Adopting more socialable attitude towards drinking and socialising.. bars are generally a more relaxed and social atmosphere . Opening bars till 3am would attract a more mature clientele into the city 

later on late evenings and still allows those who wish to go to a nightclub 

that option. This in turn would increase the city centre late night economy

Public I fully support the extension of opening hours for premises without 

"exceptional entertainment". Most of the venues which are currently deemed 

to have "exceptional entertainment" offer a negative social experience where 

patrons cannot hear each other to socialise and are rather gathering places 

for excessive consumption of alcohol which leads to anti-social behavior.

I believe it anti-competitive and punitive to prevent landlords who 

concentrate on creating a positive and safe atmosphere with a focus on 

providing quality products and nice areas to chat in their establishments, 

from having the option to open at the same hours as night clubs which 

concentrate on pushing drink promotions and actively encourage patrons to 

drink more through use of eg serve staff roaming the venue with trays of 

shots prompting customers to buy them.

I believe that a lot of the venues which currently enjoy extended opening 

hours receive custom through lack of choice rather than a genuine desire of 

patrons to visit them. Door charges encourage patrons to stay longer to get 

value for that money rather than going home at the natural conclusion to the 

evening which results in the streets and taxi ranks saturated at peak times 

and increased likelihood of incidents.

I have the highest hopes that this change will bring a significant positive 

change to Aberdeen night life.

Public No No No No No It should be allowed for pubs to stay open until 3am 

Council department

Would this be the platform to detail the 

expectations of the Board in terms of standard 

conditions for Occasional licenses held for 

activities such as public events -e.g. use of 

Plastic rather than glass, managing the area 

defined as the licensable area etc. ?  or would 

this be noted as and when conditions are 

applied ? 
Community Council The proposals seem positive. The requirement 

for effective CCTV in and around premises is a 

good one but I doubt all licensed premises 

outwith the city centre would comply at 

present time.

All seems sensible - perhaps include a requirement 

for a physical test of emergency evacuation 

procedures annually to ensure the process works 

should a real emergency arise.

Looks reasonable. It is important to ensure the impacts of noise and general disturbance 

and the concerns of nearby residents, whether it be one or many, are fully taken into 

consideration when reviewing a licence application.

Looks good What is proposed looks fine; just need to be  careful that 

measures do not lead to families being discourage or 

prevented from going to licensed premises together for 

meals.

Proposals seem reasonable. Proposals look reasonable The proposals under the Licensing Board's remit 

look fine. While use of external space is to be 

encouraged, possible concerns arise about the 

impact on public space and public accessibility 

so the Board will need to work closely with 

Planning and Roads to ensure a satisfactory 

outcome which meets the public's and business' 

needs is achieved.

No comments I agree with the "Agent of Change" principle

Public Health Under the section What the Board will expect 

we would suggest the addition of the 

following: 

"Licence holders should have developed their 

own written policies and procedures about 

how they manage incidents within their own 

premises. "

Is this something that is done already?

As above Good to see that the Agent of Chance principle has been referenced in the policy. It would have been good to see a broader definition of "Vulnerable persons" included within the policy.   A wider definition that takes a broader view of just intoxication due to alcohol would be more 

beneficial.

For the Health Impact Assessment completed on the Aberdeen City Statement of Licensing Policy 2013  the vulnerable groups as identified by the Aberdeen City Community Engagment & Empowerment 

Strategy were used.   These included:

Unpaid Carers

People in poverty

People coping with Mental Health Issues

People involved in the Justice System and their families

Those with Literacy Barriers 

Refugees

Homeless People

Those in recovery from substance misuse

http://acvo.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/engagement-participation-and-empowerment-strategy.pdf

Full report of the Health Impact Assessment can be found at:

https://www.hi-netgrampian.org/people-networks/public-health-directorate/health-impact-assessment-of-the-aberdeen-city-licensing-board-statement-of-licensing-policy/

Under the section "Board will expect of Licence Holders we would suggest the  following: 

amendment of Bullit Point 1 to read "Proactive layout of off-sales premises to discourage impulse buying - including discouraging end of isle and free standing alcohol"

amendment of Bullit Point 5 to read "Awareness of responsible promotions"

Inclusion of the following Bullit Points

"Raise awareness of intoxication, vulnerability and what strategies to use"

"Promote the availability of food and snacks within on sales premises"

"Promote the availability of 125ml wine measure within on sales premises"

"Reduce the use of single use plastics  and the subsequent consequences this has on wider environmental issues"

Under this objective it would also be good to consider the wellbeing of staff and ensure that reasonable measures to protect staff are incorporated.  E.g staff safety when dealing with intoxicated patrons or 

difficult situations - perhaps the previous reference to policies and procedures would help.  If licensing hours are to be extended staff may have to manage intoxicated patrons, manage difficult situations etc.  

Will they have sufficient training to deal with this.

Perhaps it would be opportune to include a comment 

regarding Child Sexual Exploitation - this could be added 

within this section along with the recognition that adult 

sexual exploitation should also be considered.  It would be 

useful to provide information on key signs of child sexual 

exploitation and what staff should do if they are aware of 

situations that cause concern.

Concerned that the Licensing Board is considering 15 hours continuous trading as 

reasonable.  Also concerned that the terminal hour outwith the city centre has been 

extended to 0100; within the city centre to 0200 Sunday to Thursdsay and 0300 Friday 

and Saturday.   This potentially allows all city centre premises additional hours trading 

with no requirement to offer anything other than alcohol to patrons.  We feel this 

compromises the licensing objection of Protecting and Improving Public Health by 

allowing patrons to consume alcohol over a lengthy period without the option of any 

diversionary/harm mitigating input.  With the removal of the "significant entertainment" 

clause from the previous statement of licensing policy this looks likely to only  afford 

additional drinking time.  I am assuming that restaurants will also have the potential to 

remain open for longer although I think it highly unlikely that food will be available late 

into the evening.

Will premises have to comply with conditions such as CCTV and door stewards if opening 

later?  

Bearing in mind the proposed change to 15 hours continuous trading we would suggest 

the Licensing Board give consideration to the earliest opening trading hour of 1100 being 

introduced across the city for all new applications.

Later weekend opening out with the city centre could also impact on noise disturbance 

from patrons leaving the premises and the knock on effect this will have to local 

householders.  What controls will you be suggesting to limit this?

We are concerned that later opening across all premises could have an impact on the 

numbers of people seen within Accident and Emergency and the subsequent impact this 

could have on admissions to hospital. Previous work around monitoring admissions to 

hospital identified peak times between midnight and 0600 on Friday/Saturday and 

Good to see the that the Board will not 

normally grant  "Occasional Licences for child-

focussed events" .  

no comment This would be a good opportunity 

to highlight the Alcohol Focus 

Scotland toolkit  

https://www.alcohol-focus-

scotland.org.uk/media/133477/Co

mmunity-licensing-toolkit.pdf

This would provide people with 

additional help and guidance when 

making objections/representations 

or at a hearing.

It would also be good to highlight 

this document as part of the 

introduction to the SLP.

Good to see the advice regarding Alcohol 

Deliveries and Agent of Change principle 

included.

Vulnerability - this is mentioned under the objectives of:

Preventing Crime and Disorder

Securing Public Safety

Protecting and Improving Public Health

It is also implicit under the Protecting Children and Young People from Harm 

objective.

It is possible that a statement on vulnerability could be included in the 

introduction of the policy?  Can the Licensing Board say that they are aware 

that "vulnerability" extends to many groups and give a short definition.  See 

our response to Q7 for more information.
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Public Health REDACTED responded to the Board’s previous consultation on off-sales 

overprovision, and also it's subsequent consultations regarding the Licensing 

Policy.  We would therefore refer the Board to these submissions as the 

points raised remain relevant to the draft  policy.  

As a general point, REDACTED notes that the draft policy has been written in 

plain and accessible language, and that a significant amount of legalistic 

language has been stripped out of the policy.  We hope that this will help to 

facilitate the involvement of a wide range of stakeholders, including 

members of the public without technical expertise. We also welcome that the 

policy now avoids repeating at length what is already laid out in law, 

regulations, and guidance, and that it has a much clearer focus on the 

promotion of the licensing objectives. 

Aberdeen resident Agree that pubs should be allowed to operate until the hours of 3am. 

There are few venues able to provide a a relaxed atmosphere to have a drink late on into 

the evening and directing people to have drinks in clubs/casinos is not the best. The 

public should be able to choose the type of venue to go to.
Public I fully support the extending of opening hours 

of pubs to 3am. Nightclubs encourage 

irresponsible drinking. The environment kills 

conversation and that gap is filled with rapid, 

heavier drinking. Pubs offer a more sociable 

environment in which to consume alcohol and 

enjoy company. It's for these reasons that 

many people currently head to casinos at 1am. 

Pubs are more important to more people - they 

deserve the extra revenue, too.

Public No No No No No Yes it should happen for the good of the city which really lacks this sort of thing. Not 

everyone wants to go to a nightclub

Yes it should happen for the good of the city 

which really lacks this sort of thing. Not 

everyone wants to go to a nightclub

Yes it should happen for the good of the city 

which really lacks this sort of thing. Not 

everyone wants to go to a nightclub

No

Member of the Public, 

one that wants the city 

to thrive.

There is no evidence surely to suggest that 

keeping certain venues open till 3am will 

increase crime. People go to clubs to continue 

their night, if they want to cause trouble they 

will, regardless of venue they visit. 

Stop holding the city back. 

Public Support

Many other cities have moved towards this concept. This would bring the city in line with 

other Scottish cities.

The North East of Scotland becoming well known for craft beer and microbreweries. This 

would allow those who enjoy a craft beer in a proper glass to enjoy it in a setting that 

does not consist of sticky floor, deafening music and poor choice of drinks available.

Support

Many other cities have moved towards this 

concept. This would bring the city in line with 

other Scottish cities.

The North East of Scotland becoming well 

known for craft beer and microbreweries. This 

would allow those who enjoy a craft beer in a 

proper glass to enjoy it in a setting that does 

not consist of sticky floor, deafening music and 

poor choice of drinks available.

Public I think pubs should be allowed to extend their business hours to 3am. Currently after 1am 

or midnight, the options to continue a night out or entertainment are limited and usually 

are condensed into nightclubs. Which only appeals to usually the millenial and adoloscent 

generation.  

Public Licensing should be extended to 3am to allow people to enjoy a drink 

without the need to go to a nightclub or casino 

Public No opening hour extra wont change anything No dont see much change Just as long noise is not to loud Nope Should be in bed 3am sounds good to me will bring more money in with little no change to public Yes sound like good idea bring in more money 

for dieing pub industry 

As long there guarded and not open 

Trade With regards to the proposed increase in licensing hours for public houses to 3am With regards to the proposed increase in licensing hours for public houses to 

3am. I feel this would be detrimental to the late night economy of the city.

This has been witnessed in many towns across the UK where councils have 

increased public bars hours in line with nightclubs.

People come out much later which has a knock on effect for all businesses 

including restaurants and taxi companies.

This generally sets a precedent where nightclubs are forced to push for 

extended hours, 4am or 5am so that they have a trading differential from 

bars which has always been the case.

This then increases costs for everyone! The nightclub operators are required 

to pay staff longer to try and take the same money as before. Increased costs 

for the already strained police force.

 Increasing public house hours to 2am was bad enough for the economy. 3am 

will destroy it. long term, that effects tourism, short term, no more 

nightclubs! This is a decision for people that actually go out weekends and 

enjoy the nightlife provided by the dedicated hard working people of the late 

night industry

Public I believe the licencing should be changed as 

Aberdeen has the potential to be a great city 

with a great nightlife. If you look at other cities, 

you have people coming all over the world 

there as they don't only have a brilliant city, 

but also a great nightlife. I believe that 

Aberdeen should not only change the licencing 

of bars but also nightclubs too. This will open a 

much bigger opportunity for businesses to 

purchase spots in Aberdeen city and renovate 

them into bars/clubs/live music venues. This 

could be great for the city but it would need to 

be completed professionally and with common 

sense. All the pubs an bars to stay open later 

but also allow clubs go stay open later.

I also believe that the street such as Belmont 

street should have external drinking areas. I 

have been all over Scotland and many places 

over the world where external drinking areas are 

a great success and a spot where tourists go. 

Again in other Scottish cities I have been in 

during summer, they have had pop up bars 

down the streets and little external areas for 

restaurants also. I believe that even if this is 

only a summer thing it will bring in a lot more 

tourists and put Aberdeen firmly on the map for 

tourism. I would also like to see this be applied 

in areas such as union terrace gardens or even 

union street if it ever were to be closed for just 

the public walkers.

Although I have only answered two points I believe them to be valid and 

taken into consideration. I truly believe that too many people from outside 

the city see Aberdeen as just grey houses and oil. I believe that this will 

change many people's minds and create a strong tourism base to the city, 

with relevant people investing into the city to create even more bars or areas 

of interest. I believe this could be the kickstart the city has needed in quite 

some time. Thank you.

Trade Allowing pubs to open until 3am is going to kill off the night clubs!

As a night club worker myself I've already notice a decline in customers 

coming to my venue due to pubs already being given 2am licences! 

Night club workers will lose jobs they rely on to pay bills ect and this city is 

struggling as it is with the down turn of the oil industry.  

So NO I personnally do don't agree with this proposal, please see sense in 

this matter there is no need at all for pubs to be open until 3am. 

Public I approve of the bid to extend licensing hours.  It will bring an increase in revenue to many 

pubs and provide alternate locations other than nightclubs to socialise. 

Member of the public Surely the police have enough problems with 

people being spread through the small 

number of clubs that still exist that all this will 

do is spread these people further across the 

city centre making it harder to police. It may 

also cause further people to remain in the city 

centre for longer causing further issues and 

flats points at the late night food venues and 

taxi ranks, again causing an increase in work 

for police and most likely the ambulance 

service as well. 

As above, by spreading the people throughout the 

city centre and by increasing the number of people 

potentially remaining within the city centre for t 

will cause an increase in flash points for people 

fighting etc. The city centre is already bad enough 

as it is.

To mitigate the taxi queues would there be any 

potential in looking for an increase in taxi numbers 

on a Friday and Saturday night or an increase in 

late night bus services to make sure people can get 

home quickly and safely?

As per previous comments With an increase in venues that people can drink within, which is likely to increase the number of people remaining out drinking, is surely going to have an implication on the health service with more people 

drinking more and potentially becoming injured due to there intoxicated states, overintoxicarong themselves or becomingore vulnerable and more likely to become a victim of crime. 

I do not believe this is a good idea for all the reasons mentioned before and I am a 

supporter of bars and pubs, however I believe they are provided plenty of trading hours 

as it is. 

I am for external drinking areas as long as they 

are clearly defined and well maintained and the 

premises observed good housekeeping for these 

areas. 

I am against the increasing of trading hours of bars for the reasons provided 

in my previous comments. To be convinced as a member of the public I 

would need to know what is being looked at or implemented to mitigate the 

points I have raised. 

Trade Alcohol availability should be more restricted 

to licensed premises with trained SIA 

approved door stewards to monitor patron 

behaviour and assist Police Scotland in 

reducing alcohol related crime levels.

Public health is improved in licensed premises as the premises is able to monitor and regulate alcohol consumption. Having licensed premises open for longer allows for responsible individuals to regulate 

alcohol consumption in a controlled environment with first aid, door stewards and reduce 

the need for people to continue drinking at home / house parties.

Public safety is greatly improved because when bars/clubs are open for longer it will allow 

for a more dispersed exit of patrons causing less congestion in the streets and at the 

same time those staying later are looked after by the licensed premises.

Resident The pubs should be allowed open until 3 am 

it's the responsibility of the punters to behave 

according to the laws of society 

The pubs should be allowed open until 3 am it's 

the responsibility of the punters to behave 

according to the laws of society 

The pubs should be allowed open until 3 am it's the responsibility of the punters to 

behave according to the laws of society 

The pubs should be allowed open until 3 am it's the responsibility of the punters to behave according to the laws of society Why would children be in a pub at 3 am The pubs and bars in Aberdeen should be open until 3 am to allow for more employment 

and choice 

Please let's bars open longer All bars should be allowed to stay open until 3 

am

The pubs should be allowed open 

until 3 am it's the responsibility of 

the punters to behave according to 

the laws of society 

Trade I'm sure it has been well noted that, in regards 

to increasing licensing hours in pubs and bars 

in the City Centre, this is not necessarily a bad 

thing; however, it must be noted, it would put 

significant strain on police and ambulance 

services - and to the general mental health and 

wellbeing of officers and paramedics. 

Same as above -  at a time of cuts to local 

government funding, I feel that this would stretch 

our already deprived public services. In addition, 

some might say that opening pubs and bars until 

3am would only serve to encourage longer 

drinking time.

In addition, as members of the public, post-3am, 

there are not many public services (e.g. buses) to 

get bar staff home from their places of work. 

Unless the company pays for their staff to get 

home, this can often lead to pricey taxi-fares home 

for young people and students working part time 

in bars. 

Only as highlighted above - opening pubs and bars til 3am would mean police wouldn't 

be able to just concentrate on pubs, they'd have to concentrate on a whole range of 

other venues that would otherwise have closed at 1am. 

Only as noted above, longer drinking hours only benefits one entity; that being, the landlord or proprietor of the venue described. This is not a benefit to public health, and only encourages further drinking. N/A Applying for late licences for special occasions and / or events is no bad thing - but it 

must not be done to the detriment of bar staff or customers. 

Applying for late licences for special occasions 

and / or events is no bad thing - but it must 

not be done to the detriment of bar staff or 

customers. 

External drinking areas, so long as they do not 

take up pavement access for disabled 

pedestrians, are a good idea. However, there is 

the possibility of glassware being stolen from 

outside premises, which is a nuisance to licence 

holders.

N/A N/A N/A

Public Allowing people to drink longer in a relaxed 

environment (pub) wiuld reduce the number 

of incidences. The main reasons for this:

People won't drink quickly to avoid club 

charges.

People won't be crammed into noisy busy 

clubs and therefore won't be tempted with 

shots, spirits and drugs over a relaxed pint. 

Therefore reducing the amount of alcohol % 

they actually consume.

More level headed older people will be out 

later, people with more money to spend, along 

side the effect on our economy they will 

defuse situations with young boystruss lads 

who have had a little too many shots. 

As above. Longer sensible hours will result in 

calmer sensible people

As above Drinking 1 pint in an hour at 4% will outweigh 3 or 4 vodkas and a couple of shots in the same amount of time.

People in clubs often drink smaller drinks in order not to have it laying around for fear of being spiked. This results in more alcohol consumption. 

No child or young person should be affected from this 

change as they will already be in bed and cared for at 

home. This change won't put more people on the streets 

at 3am. It will put less drunk people on the streets at 3am

As above 
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Public I do not feel thay extending pub hours will 

have a negative effect on local crime rates. 

Pubs are sociable environments that people 

seek to exercise camaraderie. 

Nightclubs are where the trouble largely 

happens. As a highly experienced pub and 

nightclub door supervisor, license holder and 

manager, this is what my experience tells me.  

Preventative measure in place to prevent 

crime and disorder are many. The radio link 

system to collaborate with other licensed 

venues is a very important. SIA licensed door 

supervisors to vet patrons sobriety and assess 

behaviour(s). Proactive staff in the diligent 

service of alcohol. A solid regular upkeep of 

liaison with authorities. All measures to 

ensure public safety.

Public safety is simple. Employ SIA licensed 

doorstaff to appropriately vet customers for 

eligibility of entry based on licensing criteria. 

Protect public safety and licensing interests. The 

radio link service is an obvious must to maintain 

solid inter-premises communications. Such 

measures as the aforementioned will most 

certainly ensure public safety. 

Appropriate staff and management  training is also 

a must. Regularly liasing with appropriate 

authorities is also a must. With all in place, there is 

no need for concern for public safety any more 

than any other (earlier) time where the same 

measures are in place, serving the same patrons. 

While patrons will be more intoxicated as the 

night progresses, this is something that reuqires 

to be managed by staff and management in 

vetting people's sobriety and eligibility for 

continued service. A proactive security staffing will  

also police and manage any overly intoxicated 

patron or display of antisocial behavior. 

Preventing public nuisance is about training staff to be proactive. 

As aforementioned, a radio link service will be in operation. This allows security staff to 

be advised by other venues of potentially troublesome characters attempting entry. 

These individuals can be refused entry. 

Vetting sobriety and monitoring antisocial and suspicious behavior will also thwart 

potential nuisance. Regular patrols and checks of toilets and general customer areas, 

providing visual presence will also deter potential nuisance. 

Following licensing regulations as specified by the board will mean the companies in 

question will be in line. 

Alcohol, as we know, is not a superfood. However, it can be enjoyed in moderation and  for many creates a good social atmosphere and provides a soumd recreational outlet both of which are healthy. 

It brings groups of friends together for bonding and team building experiences. 

In the case of wider public health, the responsibility is two fold. The individual has a responsibility to act lawfully within the venue and also to act in line within licensing specifications and company policies, 

or risk being ejected. 

The business have the ultimate responsibility and duty of care to act in diligence and promote a safe environment in line with environmental health laws, and also licensing specifications. If they conduct 

themselves in such a way then they will remain resillient. Appropriate licensing briefings and staff training will ensure all bases are covered in order to uphold public health concern.  

Most alcoholics drink at home as it is cheaper. Or they drink at 8am in pubs licensed to close much earlier. The vast majority of pubs are not facilitating alcoholism, but instead are providing a social hub for 

recreational drinking and socialising.

In extending licensing hours, people will not necessarily drink more than otherwise. If they were to move on to a club, they would perhaps fall into the shot culture of downing multiple shots rather than 

pacing oneself while conversing with peers.

Protecting children and young persons is more of a 

problem in nightclubs. Under 18's love to go to popular 

nightclubs with fake ID's or simply jump the barrier or 

sneak in the smoking door. Most do not frequent pubs as 

the sociable atmosphere they deem as boring which 

ostracises them. 

In any case though, we simply upkeep what we already do. 

We ID youngsters in accordance with think 25. We remain 

extra diligent and take no chances on ID which is a simple 

continuation of current practice, which we carry out 

regardless of time of day/night.

Licensing pubs until 3 o clock allows, in my opinion, for a fairer freedom of choice. 

People often say, you are a pub man or a club man. Some people do not like the busy, 

loud atmosoheres of clubs and seek to take social refuge in a more comfortable 

accommodatimg environment like a pub. The choice of venue, rather than being forced to 

move venue to continue your evening enjoyment, is a commodity I believe is deserved to 

the hardworking people of Aberdeen. 

More business revenue also means more local economic wealth and stimualtion. 

Governmental tax yielded will be higher for one. All of the income tax, national insurance, 

VAT, dividend tax etc will be a bonus to the government. It will also provide more working 

hours for recrestional staff, most lf whom are students. 

Generally I feel it is beneficial to all for all reasons mentioned. 

Occasional licenses are all very well, but I feel 

that the freedom to generally open later is 

something worth considering. As long as close 

contact is kept between businesses and 

licensing authorieties, and guidelines are kept 

to, all parties benefit.

External drinking areas are a fine idea, if the 

venue has enough space and the area is safe, 

clean, heated, sheltered and lit to allow 

customer comfort and safety. It should be 

maintained this way at all times. Drinking areas 

and smoking areas should be kept separate in 

my opinion to protect the healthy of non 

smoking patrons. Any external drinking areas 

should be monitored by SIA licensed door 

supervisors. No glass outside is a rule worth 

considering to ensure public safety. 

It is my opinion however, based one experience, 

that the safest protocol for public safety and 

upholding licensing laws, that all drinks should 

be kept inside any licensed venue and any 

external customer space should be reserved for 

smoking. 

Any alcohol taken out may be taken away from 

the venue and consumed in the street which is a 

violation of licensing laws. It will also potentially 

cloud people's understanding of public drinking 

laws, especially foreign nationals. 

Some pubs have been granted late licenses over the years. 3 notable venues 

are drummonds, krakatoa (formerly moorings) and o'donoghues. These 

places have entertainment licenses, meaning entertainment must be 

provided at all time by means of live bands or a DJ. 

My question is, how will this licensing extension affect other licenses? It will 

seem unfair to issue late licenses to pubs without specific stipulations but 

expect such stipulations to be carried out by other venues.

Do you feel that this move will provoke club owners to collectively pressure 

for a 5 o'clock club license which could push casinos to pressure for a 7 or 8 o 

clock license? This is the only way to keep the same time ratio. 

If pubs are to be open late at weekends, would a late license on weeknights 

be considered too and if not, why? What is the proposed difference between 

an extended license on weekends as oppose to weeknights? 

Trade There is no reason for pubs to stay open until 3AM on Fridays and Saturdays. There are 

nightclubs and casinos for that. 

There is no reason for pubs to stay open until 

3AM on Fridays and Saturdays. There are 

nightclubs and casinos for that. 

There is no reason for pubs to stay open until 

3AM on Fridays and Saturdays. There are 

nightclubs and casinos for that. 
Public Yes, I opt for Aberdeen pubs and other 

premises to be allowed to be open after 2 

o’clock. 
Community Council For this section your Policy states :-

"Work closely with all stakeholders to ensure 

all relevant information is kept up

to date and accessible."

One of the stakeholders is obviously the 

community and people in the neighbourhood. 

The information we would like to be kept up 

to date and ACCESSIBLE is the conditions 

pertaining to a premises licence. Otherwise 

how do the community and neighbourhood 

know what the conditions on the licence that 

the premises have ben given are. We have 

asked for example for the conditions of the 

licence for PREMISES NAME REDACTED to be 

displayed on the premises so people actually 

KNOW what is to be expected of that 

establishment. Surprisingly for us that request 

was not met with acceptance by the Licensing 

Dept.

The proposed Policy on Securing Public Safety 

states

* Capacity – this will be assessed by the Council’s 

Building Standards department to establish a 

maximum safe capacity figure in terms of the 

regulations. Please note the safe maximum 

operating figure may be smaller than the technical 

figure.  

* Fire safety.  

* Nature of activities to be carried out on the 

premises.

We would wholeheartedly agree with these 

statements IF THEY ARE DEFINITELY IMPLEMENTED 

BY THE LICENSING DEPT.

I add this comment as I took up the particular 

issue of CAPACITY with Licensing for both 

PREMISES NAMES REDACTED. For some reason 

which I do not understand I never received an 

answer on what the capacity for PREMISES NAME 

REDACTED outside area is and it did not appear on 

any conditions I have seen even though I 

specifically asked. PREMISES NAME REDACTED was 

given a maximum capacity on their outside area.

Under fire regulations we were extremely 

surprised PREMISES NAME REDACTED were doing 

Barbecues on their outside area before the new 

licensing conditions were applied. I assume that 

The Policy on Preventing Public Nuisance states

* Outdoor areas. The Board will include a Supplementary Policy on this issue, but 

applicants will require to ensure that the inclusion of an outdoor licensed area in any 

premises is appropriate and will not contravene the licensing objective of preventing 

public nuisance  

* Hours of operation. Closely related to the location of the premises, the hours of 

operation should reflect what is appropriate for the surrounding neighbourhood.  

* Noise from patrons entering and exiting the premises.

Again I ask that the conditions specific to an establishment are PROMINENTLY displayed 

in the premises so that neighbours and community are aware of the conditions that the 

establishment has to adhere to.

I again use the PREMISES NAME REDACTED license as an example that if the neighbours 

had been made aware that the general and particular policies for licensing as described 

above must apply to all licensed premises then they would now and previously have 

been less reticent and fearful of allowing PREMISES NAME REDACTED to follow the 

specific conditions they have now been given. This is because some of the conditions are 

already inbuilt into the actual policies of the licensing board. The neighbours would also 

have been far more proactive in complaining about PREMISES NAME REDACTED 

activities when they were given the previous temporary license which they were 

obviously contravening (see video previously available on PREMISES NAME REDACTED 

own facebook site).

The comments we would name  on this section taking into account the policies of Excessive consumption; Irresponsible promotion of alcohol; Education of unit strength of alcohol, and taking into account 

the Boards proposal to Utilise local conditions on licences where appropriate IS ;-

The policy should require the board not only to be aware of premises close by and creation of hot spots but also to take account of where the premises are situated out of the city centre. This is because for 

example in the Queens Cross area as you move towards Anderson Drive clients are less likely to walk to the premises and more and more are likely to get there by car as there is less and less public transport 

available these days.  Indeed we understand more police action has been necessary of late to prevent people driving while having drunk too much. We understand there has been several instances where 

drivers have luckily been prevented from driving because other vigilant clients have reported them.

We would ask that more stringent policies are 

brought to bear on the granting of temporary 

licenses as we have seen that PREMISES NAME 

REDACTED contravened several general 

conditions that should have applied such as :-

Playing load music on an outside balcony

Having no limits or any constraints on numbers 

allowed on an outside balcony to the extent 

the seating available was totally inadequate 

and people were drinking openly at the edge of 

the balcony

Having a barbecue on an outside balcony.

I repeat what is stated above as I am not sure 

which section is more relevant.

We would ask that more stringent policies are 

brought to bear on the granting of temporary 

licenses as we have seen that PREMISES NAME 

REDACTED contravened several general 

conditions that should have applied such as :-

Playing load music on an outside balcony

Having no limits or any constraints on numbers 

allowed on an outside balcony to the extent the 

seating available was totally inadequate and 

people were drinking openly at the edge of the 

balcony

Having a barbecue on an outside balcony.

It could be clearer WHEN a hearing 

can be requested and by whom.

Our main concern is that neighbours and the local communities should be 

clear on what conditions apply to any particular premises so that they can 

complain with confidence when they find a premise is not following the 

conditions that apply to them.

Thus please require premises to Prominently Display the License conditions 

as decided by the Board.

Then everybody would know what conditions apply. Presently nobody knows 

apart from a select few.

The general policies as described in these documents should also be better 

known and publicised to the general public and community councils.

Public I wish to object to the extension of licensing ours (outwith city centre) on Fridays and 

Saturdays from midnight to 1 am. For residential areas I do not think this is acceptable. I 

live 2 doors away from a licensed premises in Balgownie Road  which has basically no 

soundproofing and when there is entertainment (or even bingo!) the noise disturbance 

can be significant. I feel therefor it is wrong to extend licensing hours across the board for 

premises such as this in residential areas.
Trade 1. What time will SIA door supervisors be 

required?

2. Will all venues have radio link ?

If this draft policy is carried you will seriously be endangering the sector that engages in 

late night entertainment. We welcome later hours for licenses however with no 

separation of time between restaurants, bars, cocktail venues and nightclubs you are 

seriously endangering 100s of jobs throughout the city.

We invest in thousands attracting big names acts to the city which brings visitors from all 

over the UK. People travel to see stars not sit in wine bars, now to make that investment 

work customers need to be in the venue for a period of time for a ROI. 

Allowing everyone to be open to the same time puts that at risk, we understand that 

adults want to sit in restaurants later or enjoy a cocktail with friends into the small hours 

BUT sometimes people want to dance in the dark. 

If we are to allow others to open later then late night clubs (real clubs defined by you the 

BOARD not pubs with a DJ that have moved some tables around) should have extend 

hours to allow a separation. 

Our businesses should not be lost but embraced as strong late night sector attracts 

people to a city, enjoying our hotels, restaurants and bars before they go dancing into the 

late hours with headline DJs.

We ask that you look at defining a CLUB and there hours should be extended passed 3am. 

  

Public There is absolutely no reason (apart from 

greed) for licensing hours to be extended.

The police have enough trouble to deal with in 

the existing hours without adding an 

extension.

allowing extra few hours of drinking when by the 

existing time majority are past the any more drink 

state and at times are unsafe to themselves let 

alone to others 

leave the hours as they are and get them all home before the rest of the city comes to 

life (to stop them harassing others 

Public Extending opening hours of pubs to 3am on a Friday is an excellent idea.  It would be a 

huge boost to local businesses and economy.

Public Venues will have to be a bit more strict. More 

taxis to be available ad buses running slightly 

later. More Security Cameras, brighter lights 

or more street lights 

Security Guards in all premises not allowing 

customers entry if they are too intoxicated or only 

serving alcohol with a lower precentage of 

beverages e.g. less than 6% Could be a better way 

to see how people cope on that and then perhaps 

raise It if all goes well 

Put the person causing a nusiance in jail for a night making sure the premises that will be selling the alcohol past 1am frequently does random spot checks in order for the business to  maintain  a fda approved site. n/a Please see above Fantastic Idea for Aberdeen, Perhaps it will 

make the city a bit more lively and more of a 

destination to visit 

Please see above no comment N/a n/a


