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From:                                         Foi Enquiries
Sent:                                           19 December 2018 14:06
To:                                               '
Subject:                                     FOI-18-1758 - Chief Executive Payments
Attachments:                          V2 - Further Information - Right to Review & Appeal.pdf
 
Dear ,
 
Thank you for your information request of 22 November 2018. Aberdeen City Council (ACC) has completed the necessary
search for the information requested. Our response is now detailed below.
 
1) Full details on the cost of travel taken by the council’s chief executive in each of the last five years, including the cost for
each year, the number of miles if possible, and method of payment.
ACC is unable to provide you with information on Full details on the cost of travel taken by the council’s chief executive in
each of the last five years, including the cost for each year, the number of miles if possible, and method of payment as the
cost of providing it has been calculated as being in excess of the statutory maximum (£600). To explain this, it would involve an
ACC Officer interrogating the ledger and identifying the transactions relating to the Chief Executive. They would then need to
look at mileage records (held separately) and correlate the data. This has been calculated at 5 minutes per file, which equates
to 47 hours, at the cost of £705 in total.
 
In order to comply with its obligations under the terms of Section 16 of the FOISA, ACC hereby give notice that we are refusing
your request under the terms of Section 12 - Excessive Cost of Compliance - of the FOISA.
 
ACC would be happy to discuss ways in which you may refine your request, so we can provide some information of interest to
you within the maximum cost limits. Please do contact the Information Compliance team, who will be happy to advise you, if
this is something you would like to pursue.
 
Under advice and assistance, you may be interested in the following previous response which provides details on expense
claims made by the Chief Executive and includes some travel:
 
FOI-18-1078 – Chief Executive Expenses: https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2018-
08/FOI_18_1078_ChiefExecutiveExpenses_Redacted.pdf
 
2) Full details of any payments made to the chief executive from the council’s “relocation” fund/account since she joined
the local authority.
None.
 
3) Full details of all hotel stays in the Aberdeen area made by council staff (with the exception of the chief executive) in
each of the last five years, including job title for each stay in Aberdeen, the name of the hotel, the date of the stay and the
cost.
ACC is unable to provide you with information on Full details of all hotel stays in the Aberdeen area made by council staff
(with the exception of the chief executive) in each of the last five years, including job title for each stay in Aberdeen, the
name of the hotel, the date of the stay and the cost. as the cost of providing it has been calculated as being in excess of the
statutory maximum (£600). To explain this, it would involve an ACC Officer looking at all the transactions processed through the
Travel & Subsistence code, Courses code and Conferences code to identify when the transaction related to hotel stays in the
Aberdeen area. In 2017-18 there were 14,249 transactions processed. This has been calculated at 1 minute per transaction,
which equates to 238 hours, at the cost of £3,570 for one year. If we were to estimate this for 5 years, the total cost would be
£17,850 in total.
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In order to comply with its obligations under the terms of Section 16 of the FOISA, ACC hereby give notice that we are refusing
your request under the terms of Section 12 - Excessive Cost of Compliance - of the FOISA.
 
ACC would be happy to discuss ways in which you may refine your request, so we can provide some information of interest to
you within the maximum cost limits. Please do contact the Information Compliance team, who will be happy to advise you, if
this is something you would like to pursue.
 
We hope this helps with your request.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
Access to Information Team
 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE HANDLING OF YOUR REQUEST
 
ACC handled your request for information in accordance with the provisions of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act
2002. Please refer to the attached PDF for more information about your rights under FOISA.
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