1. YOUR DETAILS

2. ABERDEEN’S MAIN PLANNING ISSUES

1.1

Please let us know the capacity in which
you are completing this questionnaire.
Are you…

Feel free to continue on separate sheets if
necessary and attach to the questionnaire.
You do not have to answer every question.

A member of the public

Vision

A community representative e.g Community
Council

2.1

What do you think are the most important
things that make Aberdeen a good place to
live, visit and/or work?

2.2

What do you think should be the Council’s
top priorities for the next Aberdeen Local
Development Plan?

If yes, which area do you represent?

A developer/ their agent
A landowner/ their agent
From a Key Agency
x

Other
NGO - Paths for All

1.2

Please provide your name and contact
details:

Name and Organisation:
Ian McCall Paths for All

Address:

The plan should be seen in the wider policy context – National Walking Strategy, Cycling
Action Plan for Scotland and the Long-term Vision for Active Travel in Scotland.
The National Walking Strategy makes the links between active travel, health and
environment. It has three strategic aims:
• Create a culture of walking
• Better walking environments throughout Scotland
• Ensure easy, convenient independent mobility for all
The plan should align with the Nestrans
Active Travel Action Plan (AcTrAP) 2014-2035
www.nestrans.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/AcTrAP_FINAL.pdf
The plan should highlight the importance of the health agenda, behaviour change and
preventative spend

Postcode:
Telephone:
Email:

1.3

If you are acting as an agent or
completing this on behalf of an
organisation, group or landowner,
please provide their details:

Organisation/group/landowner:
Paths for All

Address:

Postcode:
Telephone:
Email:

2.3

Do you have any particular aspirations for
your community or Aberdeen as a whole
that you think should be taken forward
through the ALDP? For example, what are
your views on recycling of waste, affordable
housing, access to green space or ways to
reduce CO2 emissions?

The plan is an opportunity to support the
development of better active travel and
joined up public transport options which will
result in reduced CO2 emissions.
Planning has a key role in creating places
that reduce isolation and loneliness and
reducing obesity.

Policy Topic Areas
What do you think should be our main planning
priorities for…
2.4

...the City Centre? (For example, what
should the role of Union Street be?
Does the City Centre have all the uses we
want, or should there be more uses
there - and if so where could they go?)

2.7

...ensuring we have high quality buildings
and places? (For example, how can we
better protect our built heritage and
ensure high quality and sympathetic
architecture and landscape design?)

We know that to provide an effective walking infrastructure there are 5 “must haves”:
• Well maintained streets, paths and public spaces – including level, smooth surfaces that are fully
accessible, fit for purpose and with reduced street clutter;
• Information on walking routes to key destinations and places to walk, including more paths with
signage;
• Seating, public toilets and good lighting, as a minimum provision in a high-quality,
person-centred public realm;
• Safe places to cross roads with pedestrians given priority at signalized crossings;
• Vehicle speeds limited to 20mph.
Public Attitudes to Walking in Scotland A Comparison of Opinion Monitor Surveys - 2009 and
2014
We are pleased to see the use of the Place Standard tool
in this consultation.
The Place Standard and Street Audits are important tools in designing and planning walkable and
cyclable neighbourhoods - informing local decisions such as reallocating road space and
re-design/regeneration of existing places and spaces. They work and have been shown to work.
Making use of these tools in designing projects will accelerate the uptake of active travel

2.8

2.5

...providing infrastructure? (For example,
how should new infrastructure be provided
and how might it be paid for?)

The plan should promote high quality
infrastructure for active travel, greenspace
and active recreation.

There is strong evidence of the social
return from investing in walking and
cycling. There is the value of the tourist /
visitor expenditure, but also the
socioeconomic value for residents and
visitors that better health, inclusion and
environment can bring.
The plan should also promote getting
workplaces active.

2.9
2.6

...transport and accessibility? (For example,
how can we make it easier to travel in and
around Aberdeen? Should we look at
pedestrianisation in the City Centre?)

...meeting the needs of business and
industry? (For example, what can be done
to retain existing businesses and attract new
employment opportunities to Aberdeen?)

...meeting Aberdeen’s housing and
community needs? (For example, how can
we meet the needs of people who cannot
afford mainstream housing?)

We are not in a position to comment on
housing supply but new housing
developments must take on board the
latest guidance on sustainability and
particularly active travel and public
transport.

