
Free & Fun Family Activities

Outdoor Adventures
with the Countryside Rangers

 Spring – Summer 2018



APRIL
Sunday 1 April – 10am-12noon

Nature Facts or Fiction? 
 Hazlehead Woods – Ideal for adults and older children

Nature can be stranger than fiction. On this guided walk you must 
determine if the information presented to you by the Countryside 
Rangers is true or false. Remember: what you will be told about 
the plants and animals on this walk may sound ridiculous or 
convincing. Will you be fooled?
Meet at the large car park behind the Hazlehead Park café. 
First Bus 11 and Stagecoach X17 go to Queen’s Road. 
Booking essential.

Monday 2 April – 10am-11.30am

Rock Pooling at Cove
 Cove – Perfect for families

Residents of the rock pools need to be tough where life is 
constantly changing and every tide may bring in new arrivals. Join 
a Countryside Ranger at Cove for an opportunity to explore the rock 
pools, meet some of the rock pool residents and create some wild 
beach art. Remember to bring wellies. 
Meet at Colsea Road car park. First Bus 3 goes to Cove Road. 
Booking essential.

Wednesday 4 April – 10.30am-11.30am & 2pm-3pm 

“Big Claw”
 Aberdeen Central Library – Perfect for families

Using props, families will be able to enjoy taking part in the drama 
‘Big Claw.’ Find out more about the creatures that live in rock pools 
through story and drama.  
Meet at the Central Children’s Library. A lift is available in the 
Media Centre. 
Please email childrenslibrary@aberdeencity.gov.uk or call 
the Children’s Library on 01224 652507 to book and for further 
information. First Bus 3, 12 & 20 go to Union Terrace.
Booking essential.
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Saturday 7 April – 10am-12noon

Hilltop Treasure Trail
 Kincorth Hill Local Nature Reserve – Perfect for families

Explore some of the history and wildlife to be found on Kincorth Hill 
with an easy to use orienteering map to follow the trails around the 
nature reserve. Join a Countryside Ranger on this guided walk to 
find the bronze panels of leaves and animal tracks along the way 
and take crayon rubbings to complete your treasure hunt!
Meet at the Kincorth Hill car park off Abbotswell Crescent. 
First Bus 18 will take you to Abbotswell Crescent.
Booking essential.

Monday 9 April – 2pm-3:30pm

Rock Pooling at Cove
 Cove – Perfect for families

See 2 April event for details. Remember to bring wellies.
Meet at Colsea Road car park. First Bus 3 goes to Cove Road. 
Booking essential.

Friday 13 April – 5.45am-8.30am

Dawn at the Don 
 Donmouth LNR – Ideal for adults and older children

This event will take in sunrise over the Donmouth Local Nature 
Reserve before an exploration to see what the local wildlife is up 
to in the early hours. A Countryside Ranger will guide you to some 
of the best wildlife spots in the reserve so bring binoculars and a 
camera. Birds, seals and perhaps even an otter may be seen in 
and around the river so you’ll be sure to catch glimpses of 
something great!
Meet at the bird hide on the Esplanade. First Bus 1 & 2 go to 
Bridge of Don. 
Booking essential.



Saturday 14 April – 10am-3pm

Bracken-Busters on Elrick Hill
 Elrick Hill – Children over the age of 5 welcome

On some parts of Elrick Hill bracken is becoming an invasive 
species, preventing other heathland species such as heather and 
blaeberry from thriving. Come and help the Countryside Rangers 
bash the invasive bracken fronds, and help conserve the native 
flora whilst getting a good workout! 
Gloves, tools and hot drinks will be provided but please bring 
water and a packed lunch. 
Meet at the second car park signposted for Tyrebagger 
Forest on the left when you leave the A96. Stagecoach Bus 
10 stops where the road leaves the A96.
 Booking essential.

Saturday 21 April – 10am-12noon

A Donmouth Ramble 
 Donmouth LNR – Ideal for adults and older children

Spring is here! Join a Countryside Ranger on this circular walk 
around the Donmouth Local Nature Reserve (approximately 3km). 
A low tide means we should get good views of a variety of 
wading birds.
Meet at the bird hide on the Esplanade. First Bus 1 & 2 go to 
Bridge of Don. 
Booking essential.

Saturday 28 April – 10am-3pm

Bracken-Busters on Elrick Hill 
 Elrick Hill – Children over the age of 5 welcome

See 14 April event for details.
Meet at the second car park signposted for Tyrebagger 
Forest on the left when you leave the A96. Stagecoach Bus 
10 stops where the road leaves the A96. 
Booking essential.

MAY
Saturday 5 May – 10am-3pm

Squirrel Woodland Management 
 Hazlehead Woods – Children over the age of 5 welcome

Red squirrels are thriving in Hazlehead Woods. Come and help the 
Rangers get rid of spruce saplings to help the native trees spread 
and increase the chance of seeing red squirrels in this lovely part 
of the city.
Gloves, tools and hot drinks will be provided but please bring 
water and a packed lunch. 
Meet at the far end of the Hazlehead Crematorium West 
Chapel car park. First Bus 11 goes to Queen’s Road and 
Stagecoach X17 to Skene Road. 
Booking essential. 

Thursday 10 May – Sunday 20 August 11am-6pm 

RSPB Dolphinwatch
 Torry Battery – Great for all ages

Dolphinwatch is a free attraction where visitors can learn more 
about dolphins and marine wildlife from RSPB Scotland’s team of 
friendly and knowledgeable staff and volunteers at Torry Battery 
overlooking Aberdeen Harbour. 

Saturday 12 May – 10am-3pm 

Balsam Bashing
 Deeside Line – Children over the age of 5 welcome

Himalayan Balsam is a non-native invasive plant, recognisable by its 
bright purple flowers. These plants spread very quickly, overrunning 
areas of native wildflowers. Come and help the Countryside Rangers 
pull up these invasive plants before they can set seed.
Meet at the St Peter’s Heritage Centre car 
park, Station Road East, Peterculter. First Bus 
19 and Stagecoach 201, 202 & 203 go to the 
North Deeside Road (A93). 
Booking essential.
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JUNE
Saturday 2 June – 10am-3pm

Wildflower Meadow Management
 St Fittick’s Park – Children over the age of 5 welcome

St. Fittick’s Park has been greatly improved: ponds were dug to 
collect excess water and help reduce pollution and thousands of 
wildflowers and trees were planted to enhance biodiversity and 
the site’s appearance. Some of the new wildflower meadows 
require annual management to make the most of their potential. 
The Countryside Rangers need your help to remove invasive plants 
and allow the more colourful flowers to grow.
Wear sturdy footwear or wellies and bring water and a 
packed lunch.
Meet at the old St. Fittick’s Kirk on St. Fittick’s Road. First Bus 
12 & 20 go to Balnagask Road.
Booking essential. 

Friday 8 June – 2pm-4pm

A Tour of Girdleness and 
RSPB Dolphinwatch
 Torry Battery

Join a guided walk with a Countryside Ranger to discover some 
local history and learn about the wildlife of the area. There is a 
good chance of seeing dolphins in Aberdeen Harbour with RSPB 
Dolphinwatch. Bring sturdy footwear as the ground is uneven and 
may be slippery during the walk.
Meet in the Torry Battery Car Park just off Greyhope Road. 
Buses 12 & 59 go to Victoria Road.
Booking essential.

Saturday 19 May – 10am-3pm

Bracken-Busters on Elrick Hill
 Elrick Hill – Children over the age of 5 welcome

See 14 April event for details 
Meet at the second car park signposted for Tyrebagger 
Forest on the left when you leave the A96. Stagecoach Bus 
10 stops where the road leaves the A96. 
Booking essential.

Saturday 26 May – 10am-1pm

Dens in the Den
 Den of Maidencraig LNR – Perfect for families

Come and join the Rangers for a relaxing morning in the reserve’s 
young woodland creating some fantastic natural art and crafts and 
making tasty hot drinks using an outdoor kettle. 
Meet at the Nature Reserve car park on Skene Road. First 
Bus 11 or Stagecoach X17 go to Queen’s Road.
Booking essential.

Sunday 27 May – 12noon-4pm

May Festival
 Elphinstone Hall, University of Aberdeen – All ages

Visit the Rangers in the “Hall of Mayhem” as part of the May 
Festival 2018. At this family friendly event you’ll be able to do 
some arts and crafts and join in with our indoor minibeast hunt! 
First Bus numbers 1 & 2 go to King Street.
Drop-in event.
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Saturday 9 June – 11am-1pm

Seabird Watch
 Coastal Footpath – Perfect for adults and older children

At this time of year, the cliffs along the North Sea coast will 
be busy with thousands of seabirds and their chicks! Fulmars, 
kittiwakes and several species of gull will be seen through the 
Ranger’s telescope. Why not bring your camera and binoculars for 
fantastic views of these cliff residents.
The Rangers will be on the Coastal Footpath near to the 
access point at the end of Langdykes Road. First Bus 3 & 18 
go to Langdykes Road.
Please phone 01224 326429 for further information.
Drop-in event.

Saturday 16 June – 10am-1pm

Minibeast Safari & Bird Watching
 St Fittick’s Park – Perfect for families

The St. Fittick’s area is rich in bird and bug life, especially in 
the wildflower meadows and recently created ponds. Come and 
explore the wildlife to be found with the Countryside Rangers. 
Please wear sturdy footwear or wellies, and bring 
binoculars and a camera if you like; you never know what 
might be discovered in the meadows or in the skies!
Meet at the old St. Fittick’s Church on St. Fittick’s Road. First 
Bus 12 & 20 go to Balnagask Road. 
Booking essential. 

Sunday 17 June – 10am-5pm

Highland Games
 Hazlehead Park – Great for all ages

A variety of eco-games will be on offer at our stall as well as the 
opportunity to discover more about the city’s green places and 
what the Rangers do.
Please phone 01224 326429 for further information. First Bus 
11 or Stagecoach X17 go to Queens Road. 
Drop-in event (admission charges apply).

Saturday 23 June – 2pm-4pm 

Macro Magic
 Scotstown Moor LNR – Perfect for adults 16 years & older

As a part of the Energetica Summer Festival come to Scotstown 
Moor LNR and get up close and personal with minibeasts, fungi and 
other micro inhabitants of the nature reserve. Learn or practice using 
the close up macro settings on your camera, giving you a chance to 
really see how these animals live and record their images.
Meet at the Nature Reserve car park off Scotstown Road. First 
Bus 2 goes to Scotstown Road and 8 & 9 to Dubford Road. 
Booking essential. 

Saturday 30 June – 10am-3pm 

Balsam Bashing
 River Don – Children over the age of 5 welcome

See 12 May event for details
Gloves and hot drinks will be provided but please bring 
water and a packed lunch.
Meet at the Persley Walled Garden car park. First Bus 
17 & 18 go to Mugiemoss Road.
Booking essential.



Saturday 21 July – 7pm-11pm

Evening Campout 
 Elrick Hill – Perfect for families

Come along for a fun evening of shelter building using natural 
materials, natural art and making a hot drink using outdoor kettles 
as it gets dark. 
Bring along torches, stout footwear and suitable clothing for 
the weather.
Meet at the second car park signposted for Tyrebagger 
Forest on the left when you leave the A96.
Booking essential.

Tuesday 24 July – 12noon-2pm 

Pollinator Safari
 Den of Maidencraig LNR – Perfect for families

Join a Countryside Ranger to discover the world of pollinators. 
You’ll be planting wildflowers to attract more pollinators then 
going on safari to see some bees, wasps, butterflies and moths 
for yourself!
Meet at the Nature Reserve car park on Skene Road. First 
Bus 11 or Stagecoach X17 go to Queen’s Road. 
Booking essential.

Wednesday 25 July – 10am-1pm 

Hilltop Treasure Trail
 Kincorth Hill Local Nature Reserve – Perfect for families

See event on 7 April for details.
Meet at the Kincorth Hill car park off Abbotswell Crescent. 
First Bus 18 goes to Abbotswell Crescent. 
Booking essential.

Saturday 28 July – 8.30pm-10.30 pm 

Woodside Bat Walk
 Woodside at Grandholm Bridge – Adults & older children

Join a Countryside Ranger for an insight into the world of the 
bat. You’ll be using bat detectors to hear the bats’ ultrasonic 
communication while keeping an eye out for other wildlife 
along the river. 
Meet at the Grandholm Bridge, there is 
parking available on the North side of the 
bridge. Please bring a torch.
First Bus 19 goes to Gordon’s Mills Road.
Booking essential.

JULY
Saturday 7 July – 2pm-3.30pm

Rock Pooling at Cove
 Cove – Perfect for families

See 2 April event for details Remember to bring wellies. 
Meet at Colsea Road car park. First Bus 3 goes to Cove Road. 
Drop-in event.

Wednesday 11 July – 2pm-4pm 

Dynamic Dragonflies
 Scotstown Moor LNR – Ideal for adults and older children

Join a Countryside Ranger at Scotstown Moor Local Nature 
Reserve for a fantastic opportunity to see colourful dragonflies and 
damselflies. Bring along your camera if you want to photograph 
these eye-catching creatures.
Meet at the Nature Reserve car park off Scotstown Road. 
First Bus 2 goes to Scotstown Road and 8 to Dubford Road. 
Booking essential.

Saturday 14 July – 10am-1pm 

Tracks & Signs on Elrick Hill
 Elrick Hill – Ideal for adults and older children

Join a Countryside Ranger for this guided walk to discover what 
animals have been travelling along the paths and slopes of Elrick 
Hill.  You’ll see some fantastic views too, so bring your camera.
Meet at the Brimmond Hill North car park. 
Booking essential.  
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AUGUST
Wednesday 1 August – 10am-11.30am

Rock Pooling at Cove
 Cove – Perfect for families

See event on 2 April for details. Remember to bring wellies. 
Meet at Colsea Road car park. First Bus 3 goes to Cove Road.
Booking essential. 

Saturday 4 August – 8.30pm-midnight

A Wild Night Out at Burnbanks
 Burnbanks – Ideal for adults and older children

Enter the mysterious world of night creatures! This will include 
setting up sugar and light traps to attract moths (which we will 
release unharmed after identification) and using detectors to pick 
up the ultrasound of hunting bats. 
Bring sunglasses/wide-brimmed hat (to shield eyes from 
bright moth trap light), midge repellent & torch.
Meet in Burnbanks car park just off the Coast Road from Cove.
Booking essential. 

Tuesday 7 August – 2pm-4pm

Look What I Found! 
 Kincorth Hill Local Nature Reserve – Perfect for families

Enjoy an afternoon of mini beast hunting and exploring at Kincorth 
Hill LNR. Discover and record the animals we find. 
Meet at the Kincorth Hill car park off Abbotswell Crescent. 
First Bus 18 goes to Abbotswell Crescent. 
Booking essential. 

Saturday 11 August – 2pm-4pm

From Duthie to the Dee
 River Dee – Ideal for adults and older children

Join Countryside Ranger Rob to discover aspects of heritage, 
archaeology and natural history along the riverside between 
Duthie Park and the Bridge of Dee.  
Limited car parking is available by the boating pond off 
Riverside Drive. First Bus 17 & 18 go to Great Southern Road. 
Meet at the Duthie Park Rangers Office at the old bowling 
pavilion in the Park.
Booking essential. 
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Tuesday 14 August – 10am-11.30am

Rock Pooling at Cove
 Cove – Perfect for families

See event on 2 April for details. Remember to bring wellies. 
Meet at Colsea Road car park. First Bus 3 goes to Cove Road.
Booking essential. 

Saturday 18 August – 8.30pm-Midnight

Bat Lovers Walk
 Peterculter – Ideal for adults and older children

Join a Countryside Ranger for an insight into the world of the 
bat. You’ll be using bat detectors to hear the bats’ ultrasonic 
communication!  
Meet at the St Peter’s Heritage Centre car park, Station Road 
East, Peterculter. First Bus 19 and Stagecoach 201, 202 & 203 
go to the North Deeside Road (A93). Please bring a torch.
Booking essential. 

Saturday 25 August – 10am-1pm

Scotstown Woodland Experience 
 Scotstown Moor LNR – Perfect for families

Come and join the Countryside Rangers for this fun family morning 
of shelter building with natural materials. Make a hot drink using 
water boiled in an outdoor kettle and get creative with some 
natural art to decorate your shelter. Please wear clothing suitable 
for the weather. 
Meet at the Nature Reserve car park on Scotstown Road. First 
Bus 2 goes to Scotstown Road and 8 to Dubford Road. 
Booking essential. 
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Saturday 1st September – 2pm-4pm

Woodland Play Day
 Den Wood, Hazlehead – Perfect for families

Join the Countryside Rangers and the Play Rangers from Aberdeen 
Play Forum in a fun afternoon of pure play in Hazlehead’s lovely 
Den Wood. You could build castles made of sticks, search for wild 
creatures amongst the trees – the only limit is your imagination! 
Meet at the car park off Hazledene Road, left at the sign for 
Hayfield Riding Centre. First Bus 11 and Stagecoach X17 go 
to Queens Road.
Booking essential. 

Saturday 8 September – 2pm-4pm

A Walk Through Time
 Tullos Hill – Ideal for adults and older children

Join a Countryside Ranger for a walk that will take in 10,000 
years of history as well as looking out for a variety of wildlife that 
inhabits the hill.  
Meet at the new car park for Tullos Hill at the end of Altens 
Farm Road, accessible off Hareness Road. First Bus 3 goes 
to Wellington Road and 18 to Hareness Road.
Booking essential. 

Saturday 15 September – 2pm-4pm

River Don – Mills, Lades 
and Natural Change
 River Don – Ideal for adults and older children

Find out more about the fascinating and varied history, archaeology 
and natural history of the Grandholm and Persley areas around 
the River Don. These areas have a lengthy past, ranging from 
prehistory to the 18th-century industrial age. 
Meet at the Persley Walled Garden car park. First Bus 17 & 
18 go to Mugiemoss Road.
Booking essential. 

Saturday 22 September – 7am-9am

Silent Squirrel Spotting Safari
 Hazlehead Woods – Ideal for adults and older children

The red squirrel is the UK’s only native squirrel species and was 
once a common sight across all of mainland Britain but now is 
mainly found in Scotland. 
Join one of the team on a journey to try and find signs of the 
woods red squirrel population in Hazlehead. Perhaps you’ll 
be lucky enough to see one of the squirrels!
Meet at the West Chapel Hazlehead Crematorium car park. 
First Bus 11 goes to Queen’s Road or Stagecoach X17 to 
Skene Road.
Booking essential. 

Wednesday 26th September – 7pm-8.30pm

The Rewilding of Aberdeen
 Pets Corner, Hazlehead Park – Adults & older children

Join us for an illustrated talk and discussion about the rewilding 
of Aberdeen and the surrounding areas. From the recolonisation 
of native pine marten and red squirrel to the changes in land 
management around our green spaces we will see how Aberdeen 
is becoming a greener more wildlife friendly city.
Meet at the far end of the Hazlehead Crematorium West 
Chapel car park. First Bus 11 goes to Queen’s Road and 
Stagecoach X17 to Skene Road.
Booking essential. 
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 The Countryside Ranger service can be contacted:

By Post Aberdeen City Council Ranger Service,
 Communities, Housing & Infrastructure,
 Altens East Recycling and Resource Facility
 Hareness Place, Altens Industrial Estate
 Aberdeen AB12 3GX

Web www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/rangerservice
Email  countrysideranger@aberdeencity.gov.uk
Tel  01224 326429  C Find us on Facebook

NB: All outdoor events will require warm clothes sturdy foot 
wear and waterproofs. Young people under the age of 16 
must be accompanied by a responsible adult. If, after you 
have booked, you are not able to attend, please phone to 
cancel your booking as there may be others on a waiting list.

All events are free but donations to support the 
Countryside Ranger Service are appreciated.

For public transport information please contact: 

Travel Line www.travelinescotland.com
Firstbus www.firstgroup.com/aberdeen
Stagecoach www.stagecoachbus.com

All photographs © Aberdeen City Council.


